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The following is the information provided by the pilot’s wife in an email on August 23, 
2022, to an NTSB Transportation Disaster Assistance Specialist: 

DALTON’S MOTIVATION 
 
Before I chronicle our conversations, I’d like to explain Dalton’s desire to 
purchase this aircraft. A longtime friend and business colleague (Gary Keran) 
had purchased a Taylorcraft and personally refurbished the aircraft. Dalton 
arranged for an aviation colleague of his (Chris Rounds) to inspect and certify 
the Taylorcraft. Dalton, Gary, and Chris met in Natchitoches, LA, one weekend 
in October 2021 while Chris inspected and certified the Taylorcraft. After that 
weekend, Dalton began searching for a Taylorcraft. He was hoping to find “a 
project” — something to reconnect him with his love of aviation. When we saw 
the ad for this Taylorcraft, we were both excited. He was No.2 in line to look at 
the aircraft, and when he got the call that he was next, he immediately made 
reservations and left for Afton, WY the next day.  
 
DOCUMENTATION AND DAILY CHRONICLE  
 
If you review Dalton’s first note regarding the Taylorcraft, there is reference to 
“fly or trailer.” When he departed Kerrville on April 6, we discussed these two 
options. If he felt the aircraft needed to be transported back via trailer, he 
would commercial back to Kerrville and we would travel back to Wyoming and 
trailer the aircraft. We agreed that if he inspected the aircraft and was 
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comfortable flying it back to Kerrville, he would hire an instructor to fly it back 
and that he would purchase insurance.  
 
I spoke with Dalton several times that morning and wired the funds to Jesse 
Clark around 11:00 am that morning. On Thursday evening (04/07/2022) at 
5:39 pm, I returned Dalton’s call from earlier that day (4:57 pm) and spoke for 
about 10 minutes. Earlier that day, Dalton met and flew with Landon Lucas, a 
young CFI pilot that Jessie Clark recommended. Landon was Jessie’s flight 
instructor. Jessie also referred Dalton to Karen Lewis at Hallmark to purchase 
insurance. Karen confirmed that Dalton, Jessie, and Landon were all present 
for the call to her and Jessie introduced Landon as his CFI in their conversation 
and would be CFI for Dalton. The insurance policy issued by Hallmark 
specifically states restrictions and requirements for my husband and 
responsibilities for Mr Lucas. Although Dalton had flown a vintage jet (L-39) in 
the past, he was unfamiliar with a Taylorcraft, and did not have a current 
medical. Dalton needed instruction and a PIC to accompany him on his flight 
to Kerrville. Lucas verbally agreed to ferry the aircraft back to Kerrville and 
provide instruction for $250 per day, plus expenses and an airline ticket back 
to Wyoming. According to Dalton and my conversations, Landon was aware of 
his role in transporting this aircraft back to Kerrville and providing instruction.  
 
On Friday, April 8, 2022, I spoke with Dalton throughout the day (6:17 am, 
11.23 am, 2:54 pm, 8:26 (LM) and 9:41 pm) as he and Landon traveled their 
first day. Dalton typically called me each time he stopped to check in. When I 
spoke with him at 9:41 that night, they stopped in Cortez, CO for the night. He 
was excited about the day and looking forward to coming home. He also asked 
that I check flights for Landon to return and said he talked to Landon about 
spending an extra day in Kerrville to provide instruction.  
 
On Saturday morning at 8:46 am, Dalton called me to say they were having 
difficulty starting the aircraft and he had called a mechanic to check the 
engine. During our conversation, he cut short when the mechanic arrived. He 
said he would touch base when he could and to hold off on getting an airline 
ticket because they were behind schedule and may not make it back to 
Kerrville until Sunday. That was the last time I spoke with him.  
 
I have screenshots of texts with Jessie where Landon refers to Dalton as his 
STUDENT. There are three articles I can forward as well with one referring to 
Dalton as his co-pilot. The most recent article, states: “Though Landon is a 
flight instructor for Afton Flight Services, he wasn’t providing instruction to 
Lofton on the flight that crashed in New Mexico. “[Lofton] more or less had me 
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along to help start the airplane,” he said, “because the starting procedure for 
that airplane… it's one person asked to stand outside the airplane and spin the 
propeller and get their hands out of the way right away as the propellers spin 
up - as the engine starts and the propeller starts to spin while you're outside 
the airplane. It's really a lot safer to have somebody inside the airplane who's 
sitting on the brakes and could stop that airplane.”  

Hallmark Insurance tells me Lucas’ attorney is claiming that he was a 
passenger. Dalton was a 40-year veteran whose expertise was in safety, 
standards, and training for international corporations. He knew what was 
required for him to relocate the Taylorcraft back to Kerrville and he did so 
“according to the book,” and in good faith.  

Each page I attach has notes to explain the purchase. There are purchases that 
show up on my credit card statement that I do not have receipts for but are 
relevant to this case. If I can provide anything else, please let me know.  

I appreciate your assistance and your prompt response to my emails. 

The following figures were information embedded in the email and formatted for 
visual ease: 

Figure 1. Notepad annotations by accident pilot regarding Taylorcraft Airplane 
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Figure 2. Credit card statement reflection flight transactions page 1 
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Figure 3. Credit card statement reflection flight transactions page 2 
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Figure 4. Credit card statement reflection flight transactions page 3 
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Figure 5. Receipt of breakfast transaction 4/7/2022 
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Figure 6. Receipt of dinner transaction night before departure flight 
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Figure 7. Receipt of breakfast transaction the day of departure 
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Figure 8. Receipt of lunch transaction on leg 1 of cross country flight 
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Figure 9. Receipt of dinner transaction on 4/8/2022 

 

 
Figure 10. Fuel receipts from 4/7/2022 and 4/8/2022 
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Figure 11. Receipts of flight support transactions (batteries and glass cleaner) 




