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In a telephone interview with the DO, he mentioned a conversation he had with the 
pilot that occurred after the accident. In that conversation the pilot reported that he 
had calculated the fuel burn to be about 7.4 to 7.6 gallons per hour.  

The DO indicated that the fuel system for the accident airplane did have two 18-
gallon fuel tanks and that due to the fuel lines, the right tank was used as an auxiliary 
tank and the left tank was used as the primary tank. He stated that it was company 
policy for the pilots to land with 45 minutes fuel reserve. The DO indicated that the 
accident pilot’s method of taking off initially with the left tank, switching over to the 
right tank, and later switching back to the left tank, was consistent with the company 
training. When asked about the pilot operating the airplane for 2 hours and 36 
minutes on the right tank alone, he indicated that “that was pushing it.” He also 
indicated that even though the tanks were topped off, there could be a difference in a 
few gallons depending on where the top of the top fuel level was.  

When asked about carburetor icing issues and towing banners, the DO indicated that 
carburetor icing can occur, but it does not often result in an immediate total loss of 
power, and that usually it results in the engine beginning to run rough. 

The DO stated that pilots fly about 500 ft above ground level and about a pier length 
offshore. He stated that about 2000 ft was acceptable. 
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When asked about the banner, he described it as a 40 ft by 80 ft banner that weighed 
about 55 to 60 pounds. He stated that the pilot ditched the airplane near a lifeguard 
training activity and immediately after the crash, lifeguards went out and recovered 
the pilot and the banner. The banner was then recovered by the operator. 
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