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Accident: Fire aboard Small Passenger Vessel Conception (NTSB No. DCA19MM047)  
Date: September 2, 2019 at 0314 PDT 

Location: Platts Harbor, Pacific Ocean near Santa Cruz Island, California, 34°02.99’ N, 119°44.10’ W  

Person Interviewed: Mr. David Savage, passenger on Vision October 7 to 10, 2018 

Interview Conducted By:  Adam Tucker, NTSB – by telephone 
Summary Provided By:  Adam Tucker, NTSB 

OVERVIEW 

Mr. Savage was a passenger on board the Truth Aquatics, Inc. small passenger vessel Vision, from October 
7 to 10, 2018 during a chartered dive trip with the Bug Brothers group. Mr. Savage was interviewed via 
telephone on August 12, 2020, between 1356 and 1407 EDT in conjunction with the investigation into the 
September 2 accident involving the small passenger vessel Conception, which caught fire and sank 
resulting in 34 fatalities while it was anchored in Platts Harbor off Santa Cruz Island, California. Mr. Savage 
was asked to detail what he remembered about a reported battery charging fire that took place on the Vision 
on October 8, 2018 while he was on board. Unless specifically delineated by quotes, the text that follows is 
not a verbatim record of the conversation. It has been developed from notes taken of the interview. 

INTERVIEW SUMMARY 

Mr. Savage was asleep in the bunkroom of the Vision on the early morning of October 8, 2018 and did not 
witness or respond to the reported battery charging fire in the aft salon of the Vision. Mr. Savage learned 
of the small battery fire around 0715–0730 in the morning when he came up from the bunkroom. He recalled 
being told that charging batteries had exploded and caught fire around 0430–0500 in the morning. He stated 
that the charger and batteries involved belonged to him and were from a diving flashlight. There were two 
batteries for the flashlight, both looking like C-cell batteries. There was a small charger for the batteries. On 
the evening of October 7, he plugged the charger with the batteries into a power strip outlet in the aft end 
of the salon in the bookcase. He made sure when he plugged it in for charging, he was cautious to ensure 
the batteries and charger were in an open section of the bookcase and clear of anything that could fall on 
it. 

Mr. Savage said he did not do the first dive of that morning and recalled the captain of the Vision coming 
down to the aft deck. He said he apologized to the captain for the batteries catching fire realizing the position 
they would have been in if the fire was not discovered. He recalled the captain telling him and everyone 
else that all battery charging at nighttime was to cease.  

When asked if he physically saw the burned batteries and charger, Mr. Savage said he did not and that 
they had already been thrown away. 

Mr. Savage stated he still has the flashlight which the batteries came from and has the documentation 
regarding its purchase. He bought it through Amazon.com. He also has the smaller sister flashlight that 
came from the same company. When asked if the batteries that caught fire were replacement to the original 
batteries for the flashlight, Mr. Savage stated they were the batteries that came with it.  

When asked about what he recalled when he looked at the bookshelf after, Mr. Savage said he had a towel, 
and a jacket hanging near the bookshelf which had soot on them. He said he heard a fire extinguisher was 



used but he did not see any residual dry powder around and was not sure what type of extinguisher was 
used.   

END SUMMARY 

                                                   
 










