From:

To:

Subject:

September 5, 2022
John M. Thomas, Pilot
Investigating Officer, Coast Guard Sector Charleston

Allision Involving Bow Triumph (IMO 9669902) and Joint Base Charleston Naval

Weapons Station Pier Bravo, Monday September 5, 2022
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| boarded ship at Ineos Terminal in Berkeley County as ordered by the ship’s agent for a 1530
scheduled undocking to shift to Odfjell Terminal in North Charleston. Agent reported deep draft
of 27 feet 07 inches.

Current was flooding, as predicted at NOAA’s Amoco Pier current station from 12:27 to 19:10.
High tide at Snow Point, just down river, was predicted at 17:14. The predicted tide level for this
high tide in Charleston Harbor was one foot above average.

| reviewed the pilot master card. | noted no material deficiencies and signed the card.

The ship undocked at 15:27. McAllister Towing of Charleston assisted the undocking.

| took the conn from McAllister’s docking master at approximately 15:44.

The ship handled normally in all turns prior to the turn from Range D to Range C, which was the
turn that preceded the allision. This included turns onto Range F (which is a significant turn),
from Range F to Range E , and from Range E to Range D. In these turns, | applied typical rudder
between five and thirty degrees, at typical speed, and the ship responded normally to all of
these rudder orders. Likewise, the ship had responded well to midship rudder orders to check
the swing.

While on Range D, and preparing to turn to port onto Range C, | applied twenty degrees rudder
on the initial stage of the turn. As in all significant turns and following standard practice |
adjusted my power to half ahead prior to the turn so that | would have a full bell available to
increase my rate or turn if necessary. This turn is generally a two stage turn. | started the initial
part of the turn onto Range C with 20 degrees rudder. The ship responded normally with
reasonable rate of turn, as it had in the previous turns.

To prepare for the second stage of the turn onto Range C, | eased the rudder to midships to
adjust the rate of turn, while keeping a positive rate of turn.

| then ordered port twenty at the appropriate time, and subsequently noted a very unusual lack
of response to that order. | confirmed the rudder angle indicator was showing the order was
followed. Due to the lack of response from my twenty degree order, | then ordered hard to port
at the appropriate point, with increased power.

When at the point in this particular turn when the ship’s bow reached deep water, and would
normally break to port, it did not, and continued not to respond to the helm. | again confirmed
the rudder angle indicator showed the rudder was hard to port as ordered.

| kept the rudder hard over, and when it was clear the ship was not responding in time, |
expected the ship to eventually break, but only by maintaining power and flow over the rudder.
At the point where the ship reached extremis, | and others on the bridge team issued four
orders, all of which | concurred with; danger signal, stern propulsion, drop the port anchor, «nd
bow thruster full to port.

The ship’s crew dropped the starboard anchor. At that point, the ship broke to starboard
instead of port, and allied with the pier. The allision stopped the ship’s way.
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U.S. COAST GUARD WITNESS / INVESTIGATOR STATEMENT FORM
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I have read my statement as documented above (and, if applicable, on continuation pages), and to

the best of my knowledge and belief, it is true and correct.
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U.S. COAST GUARD WITNESS / INVESTIGATOR STATEMENT FORM

(Plcase Print Clearly)
Witness Name: OAL L= &
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I, the undersigned, make the following statement voluntarily, without threat, duress or promise of
reward:
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I have read my statement as documented above (and, if applicable, on continuation pages), and to
the best of my Rnowledge and belief, it is true and correct.
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U.S. COAST GUARD WITNESS / INVESTIGATOR STATEMENT FORM

(Please Print Clearly)

Witness Name: | ARC - AMIEEZ M
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Phone No:
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Employer Address: PERCEN _ JORANVAY
Phone No: i
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I, the undersigned, make the following statement voluntarily, without threat, duress or promise of
reward:
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[ have read my statement as documented above (and, if applicable, on continuation pages), and to
the best of my knowledge and belief, it is true and correct.
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U.S. COAST GUARD WITNESS / INVESTIGATOR STATEMENT FORM

(Flease Print Clearly)

Employer Name: 22, Ll 7 4;1 [K &4
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I, the undersigned, make the following statement voluntarily, without threat, duress or promise of
reward:
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| have read my statement as documented above (and, if applicable, on continuation pages), and to
the best ;Zf my knowledge and belief, it is true and correct.
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Phone No:
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I, the undersigned, make the following statement voluntarily, without threat, duress or promise of
reward:
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[ have read my statement as documented above (and, if applicable, on continuation pages), and to
the best of my knowledge and belief, it is true and correct.
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Phone No:
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Position:
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I, the undersigned, make the following statement voluntaril Y, without threat, duress or promise of
reward:
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I have read my statement as documented above (and, if applicable, on continuation pages), and to
the best of my knowledge and belief, it is true and correct.
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11§ COAST GUARD WITNESS / INVESTIGATOR STATEMENT FORM

Witness Name:  MMNT Wall, Jacob A Essployer Mame _
Street Addreas

City/State/ Zip: _ g CityStale Lip

Fhons No Phone ?'\.1
Pealtxon Licenae/Tioc. #

I, the undersigned, make the following statement voluntanly, without threal, duress or promise ol
reward:

-ﬁ? On 05SEP22 1 was fishing at Pier Bravo while on the phone with my

mom. Just before 1600 [ noticed a large vessel (which | would identify
later as the “Bow Triumph') making her way down the Cooper river, She
had 2 tug boats trailing behind her as she made her way down the river,
I've been fishing this spot for about 4 months or so and she seemed to be
traveling at a relatively high speed for a vessel of her size. Right around
1600 her trajectory was headed directly for the end of Pier Bravo and she
started to sound the horn. About 20 yards or so away from the pier; she
dropped her starboard anchor but it was too late. She ran right into and
through the pier. Once she came to a stop she started to reverse however
her anchor that dropped had gotten caught in the debris of the destroyed
pier. Once the crew noticed the anchor was stuck they pulled back into the
destroyed pier to get her anchor chain straight up and down. They finally
got the anchor free from the debris after about 5 minutes, Once they
pulled out of the pier the second time [ saw two large gashes in her
starboard hull right above the water line. At this time the two tug vessels
moved in to assist the ships trajectory where her bow was facing down
river, this time to avoid the pier. The tug vessels made contact on the
starboard rear quarter and midship tug contact points, Once her trajectory
wis adjustcd she began _travclin down river where she would disappear
from sight in about 5 minutes. /£ 600 o STATEmisT—/ o
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