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Master stated he was aware that only one person would be on the bridge due to the schedule change 
since the Chief Mate had informed him.  
 
There was a container ship aft of the BUNUN QUEEN at the time of the incident. There are multiple 
navigation alarms but the master was unsure if the officer on watch was utilizing the ECDIS alarm. The 
Houston pilot requested the audio alarm be turned down due to distraction and congested vessel traffic, 
so the 3rd officer was directed to turn off the alarm temporarily, but the Master never instructed anyone 
to turn the alarm back on. The Master was not aware of any sound signals before the collision, and 
stated that there is nothing that would block the view in the wheelhouse. The working environment 
with the crew is one of “closeness” and friendly with everyone on board.  
 
The master stated that a fairway is a channel designated to follow with specific guidelines. He believes 
the BUNUN QUEEN was the stand on vessel because the Thunder was not supposed to enter the 
fairway. He stated there are designated areas to cross fairways, like turning signals on highways. The 
Master stated that COLREGS was not applicable to this incident, only in open sea. The Master stated 
you cannot cross a fairway anywhere you like or it will distort the meaning of a fairway. The fairway is 
followed for safety and the master had no intention to leave it because it is designed for safe transit.  
 
The Captain also stated the following from follow-on questions with Liberia Flag reps and Parties in 
Interest: 
 
The ship did not turn back towards the THUNDER because it was also in distress.  The crew called the 
engine room in addition to the engine order telegraph so that the engineering watch was not surprised. 
The master remembers the 2nd Officer standing at the center of the bridge when he first got up to the 
wheelhouse. If the incident had occurred in “open sea” the master admits that the BUNUN QUEEN 
would have been the give way vessel, but insisted it was the stand-on vessel due to being in the 
channel. The Master said he is familiar with the inland nav rules of 33 CFR but does not have them 
memorized. 
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