






















 

 

Full statement from page 9: 

My fiancee (Jill) and I arrived at RDU around 5:50 pm.  I was night current and current with the aircraft 
but wanted to renew both before they ran out on a quick flight with three landings.  We headed to 
N747PK and I started my external pre-checks around 6:00 pm.  I first checked the fuel in each wing.  
Both were at 17gallons (IE, the tabs).  I then turned on the master and turned on nav lights, beacon, and 
landing lights.  All operated normally.  I then turned off the master and verified Hobbs time.  I then 
sumped the tanks starting with the right tank, the engine fuel sump, and then the left wing.  I verified 
the fuel was light blue for 100LL, then using the filter I poured the sumped fuel back into the left tank.  
Starting on the left wing I checked flaps, airleons, tires, looked at break pads, and looked over the wing.  
I removed the chalks and removed the tie-down.  I went to the tail where I inspected the elevator and 
rudder and removed its tie-down.  I then went to the right wing and I checked flaps, airleons, tires, break 
pads, and looked over the wing.  I removed the chalks and tie-down.   Next I checked the oil, and the 
aircraft was sitting at 4 quarts.  I knew 4 quarts was the minimum the flight club liked (I was told 
between 4 and 6 was optimal) even though the owners manually states 2 quarts minimum.  So I went to 
the baggage compartment to add some oil.  There wasn't any there...  I knew I was doing a very short 
currency flight so I made a note to ask someone to put oil in the aircraft when I landed.  I the checked 
the prop for nicks, cracks, etc.  I pulled on the alternator belt to make sure it was tight, and I visually 
looked at the strut and front tire.  I removed the final chalk and  I told Jill external checks were complete 
and I went into the plane.  She followed me in and jumped in the right seat. 

It was approximately 6:15 at this point, and I turned on my stratux and mounted it on the left window 
behind my shoulder using suction cups.  I then put my iPad Mount on the yoke and put my iPad in it.  I 
verified ForeFlight correctly saw the Stratux (I verified ForeFlight's db was up to date before I left my 
house).  I put my safety belt on, and verified Jill's belt was secure.  I then gave her the passenger brief (I 
talk about it before each of our flights).  I verified the circuit breakers, that the fuel selector was on the 
right tank.  I then grabbed the checklist and verified that I had completed initial, exterior, and interior 
checks.  I asked her if she was all set, to which she said yes.  I then yelled clear out the Window 

It was approximately 6:20 at this point.  I primed the engine 4 times, set the mixture to full rich, 
advanced the throttle 1/2 an inch.  I turned on the nav and strobe lights then the master.  I cranked the 
starter for about 10-15 seconds and the engine didn't even attempt to turn over.  I waited a minute or 
so and primed it 5 times this time.  I moved the throttle to full then closed then about 1/2 an inch.  I 
tried the starter another 10-15 seconds.  The engine acted like it was about to fire up once on this 
attempt.  I waited about a minute and primed two more times.  I then advanced the throttle between 
1/4 and 3/4 while trying to start it.  The engine kept acting like it was going to start but after about 20 
seconds i stopped trying.  I was concerned I might've flooded the engine so on my fourth attempt I 
waited 5 minutes, advanced the throttle to full and mixture to idle / cutoff and I cranked it.  I smelled an 
oily smokey smell and asked Jill to open the door and see if she smelled or could see anything.  She said 
she saw smoke, to which I told her to exit the aircraft.  I saw a glow on the left side reflecting from the 
cement.  I told her the engine was on fire and asked her to stand back and I was going to try starting the 
engine with the fuel selector off to try and suck the fire into the engine block.  She rushed to leave and 
fell getting off the wing, scraping her leg and elbow and she has a bump on wrist.  She verbally keeps 



saying she's ok though :)  (I didn't know about this until we got inside Signature).  While she was 
departing, I turned off the fuel and verified the mixture was still cut off.  I cranked the engine about 5 
seconds before the cabin started filling with smoke.  I inhaled some of it, and it was oily.   I grabbed my 
flight bag and fire extinguisher and departed the aircraft as quickly as possible. 

 

I first pulled the safety pin from the extinguisher and tried aiming it on the fire through the cowling on 
the left front side of the aircraft, and while doing that with my right hand I dialed signature to ask for 
help with an engine fire using my left hand.  I placed the call at 6:39 and while talking to them finished 
expelling the extinguisher.  A few minutes later a couple people from ground ops approached and asked 
us to get away from the plane.  They said they smelled an electrical burning smell (whereas I never 
smelled electrical burning but more oily).  They said help should be here soon.  I took a picture of the 
plane on fire at 6:43.  At 6:45 the fire department arrived and I took an additional picture of the plane 
while they put out the fire.  The smoke was grey colored. 

 

I also want to add that I flew this plane to Michigan over thanksgiving break coming back that Monday.  I 
also flew it several times during other cold weather and each time this aircraft was exceedingly hard to 
start if the engine hadn't been started recently and the weather was cold.  All the other aircraft start 
within one or two attempts. 




