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Report of Accident 

According to owner, Mr. Matthew Alward, in his USCG statement dated August 9, 2022, the F/V Challenger was 
traveling at 6 knots when it struck an uncharted rock and started taking water on the bow. The crew 
immediately placed a 2” trash pump in the forecastle and began pumping water out of the bow. The water filled 
to the engine room where they got a 3” hydraulic Pacer pump and a 2” Flowmax pump to pump the water out. 
The vessel continued to take on more water than they were able to pump out. After approximately 4 – 5 
minutes after impact, the crew got into the seine skiff. Approximately 10 minutes in, the vessel capsized but 
remained floating. The vessel looked to be floating stable stern up so the crew got a line on it and started towing 
towards Larsen Bay where they arrived 14 hours later and notified the Coast Guard.  
 
Damage 

The following was observed during the undersigned’s inspection: 
 

Found Recommend 
The F/V Challenger is currently capsized and fully 
ingressed with saltwater, with all electrical, 
machinery, equipment and finishes submerged under 
water and determined unreliable for further 
serviceability. 
 

Repairs are not recommended.  
 
It is the undersigned marine surveyor’s opinion the 
cost of repairs will exceed the undersigned 
understood vessel’s insured value of $620,000.00. 
 
So, it is the undersigned marine surveyor’s opinion, 
the F/V Challenger be considered a Constructive Total 
Loss (CTL). 
 

 
 
 
  

Year Built: 1989 
Where Built:  Seattle, WA 
Built By: Unknown 
Length Overall:  53.0’ 
Registered Length: 52.5’ 
Width:  15.0’ 
Depth:   7.0’ 
Gross Tons: 36 
Net Tons: 29 
Type: uninspected commercial fishing vessel 
Registry: United States of America 
Construction: Fiberglass 












