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PROCEEDTINGS

Mr. Lipshutz: But you had to wait because there was no
water coming of the hose?

MR. CIUMALA: Yes, we connected, and we were waiting for the
water. So, yeah. While I was there with the Chief Officer, no
water came out of this hose.

Mr. Lipshutz: About how long were you there waiting for the
water to come out?

MR. CIUMALA: We didn't wait too much. It was very fast
because the smoke, the black smoke from the car covered the
entire area very fast. Since I arrived in deck 10 until I left,
it was very, very fast. We had time to connect it and to open
and we saw i1it's not coming out water, and the water -- the smoke
was already coming to our side. So we had to leave it and from
here --

Mr. Lipshutz: So --

MR. CIUMALA: Yeah, continue please.

Mr. Lipshutz: I'm sorry. It's hard over the
computer, but I didn't mean to interrupt you. You'wve said very
fast, but I don't really know what that means. So can you give me
an estimate about how long you waited for water before the smoke
came over and you decided you couldn't do it?

MR. CIUMALA: Best estimate because I never check my watch.
So I can't say, but taking into consideration that I am young, it

was very fast and because of adrenaline, it was very fast.
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Mr. Lipshutz: So may I -- let me ask it this way. Was it
more than a minute that you were standing there holding the hose?
MR. CIUMALA: I don't know. As I said, I don't know. I

can't estimate. Some things I don't know.
Mr. Lipshutz: Okay. Thanks very much. I don't have

anything else. Thank you.

MR. CIUMALA: You're welcome.

Mr. Lipshutz: I'm finished. Thank you.

CDR BARGER: Okay. Thank you. Are there any follow-up
questions from the investigation team?

MR. BARNUM: I do have two I guess commander.

CDR BARGER: Okay. Go ahead, Mr. Barnum.

BY MR. BARNUM:
Q. All right. Mr. Ciumala, Jjust a couple questions here for
clarification for me. On the location -- where was the Jeep when

you saw the smoke coming out of it? Was it on board the ship-?

A. So when I saw the smoke out -- you mean in the morning time?
0. Yes, sir.
A. Yes, when I saw it, it was already on board. As I said

before, I don't know to whom, I don't know if it was from outside
from the shore with the smoke but I saw it only when it was on
board our vessel.

Q. All right. So was it on the ramp leading from shore to deck

3 or was it on the flat area or was it on the ramp going to deck
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67?

A. It was deck 3 on the flat area.

0. Okay.

A. Between the two ramps.

Q. Gotcha. And then just to circle back from the ventilation,

when you were on deck 12, the liaison liaising between the fire
department and the captain, you indicated that ventilation was
turned on twice, correct?

A. Correct.

Q. And do you know if it was turned on twice? I'm just trying
to determine, was it before they brought the firefighter up,

turned on twice, or was i1t once before and once after or --

A. So both opening was before the first body was outside, before
the -- before I saw the first body. These two were before.
Q. Okay. And then how -- did you become aware that there is a

mayday called from the fire department that was operating, they
were in trouble?

A. No. So as I said before, at some point I become aware that
one person is missing, and after they bring the first person, I
become aware of the second one. But as I said, I become aware of
this information from the firemen, from the firemen, not from
other people. From -- I don't know if it was the team leader, but
I found some of the firemen that was near me.

Q. So when you found out they were missing, had the ventilation

already been turned on before that or was the request after that?
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A. Can you repeat?

Q. So when the first time the ventilation was turned on, was it
before you were notified that there was a missing fireman or was
it after?

A. As I said, I think it was one at a time. I become aware at
some point here, I told you how, but I don't know if I become
aware of the missing person before the opening of --

Q. Okay.

A. -- but I know that I become aware, and I told you how, but I
don't remember when, it before or after.

Q. Okay. And how about why? Did the firemen when he requested
ventilation, did he tell you why he wanted it turned on?

A. At some point, that's what I told you, at some point they
told me to open the ventilation because they need to see how the
fire will react, and I don't know if he told me after I told him
if you open, the fire will spread like before, but he told me this
because they want to see how the fire will react.

Q. Okay. Do you remember him at any point saying that they

wanted the ventilation turned on in order to help locate a missing

fireman?
A. No, I don't remember this as I said. I don't remember where
I find -- when I found out. I remember that I found out when I

was in that position somewhere in that place near the staircase,
but T don't know when or how. I remember that I found out from

them but I don't know in what circumstances.
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Q. Gotcha. All right. Thank you. That's all the questions I
have for you.
A. Okay.

CDR BARGER: Lieutenant Commander Ward, did you have a
follow-up question?

LCDR WARD: I did.

BY LCDR WARD:
Q. Good afternoon. I just wanted to specify the testimony that
you previously provided prior to this testimony today. So have
you ever talked to the Coast Guard before today?
A. No, I never talked to. The only thing I did with Coast
Guard, I write this statement, my statement on paper right after
the incident.
Q. Okay. And have you ever talked to another federal agency in

regard to the incident?

A. Can you repeat please?
Q. Have you talked to any other federal agency?
A. I don't know if they were federal agency. I had one

testimony when I was in United States but I don't know party or
parties were there, if it was federal or what.
Q. Okay. So there is one prior occasion that you provided

testimony for this case on?

A. Yes.
Q. Okay. Do you remember what month that was?
A. Somewhere, somewhere in September.
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Q. Okay.

A. Before we were given the approval to leave the United States.
Q. Okay.

A. Somewhere at that point.

Q. Okay. And so that's the only occasion that you previously

talked about witnessing smoke?

A. Yes, in September was the first time.
Q. Okay. That's all I have. Thank you.
A. You're welcome.

CDR BARGER: Okay. Thank you. Any other follow-up questions
from the investigation team?

(No response.)

CDR BARGER: Okay. Hearing no, Mr. Ciumala, I want to thank
you for your time and testimony today. You are subject to recall
if we have any further questions and the sequestration order that
we spoke about previously remains in place until you're notified
by Lieutenant Reed, our recorder, that you are released from that.

The time is now 12:21 p.m. Eastern Standard Time. The
hearing will remain in recess pending scheduling of any additional
virtual testimony from other witnesses.

Thank you, and we'll end the recording here.

(Whereupon, at 12:21 p.m., the above entitled matter was

adjourned.)
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