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I N T E R V I E W 1 

(11:00 a.m.) 2 

 MR. ARNOLD:  Today is Wednesday, November 30th at 11:00.  My 3 

name is Charles Arnold, I'm a marine investigator with the Coast 4 

Guard.  Looking into the incident that occurred on or around 5 

November 20th with the lift boat Robert.   6 

 We're talking to Mr. Tyler Clark today.  Our investigation is 7 

to determine potential causes or causal factors into the incident 8 

and provide recommendations.   9 

 We also have Mr. Bart. 10 

 MR. BARNUM:  Good morning, Mr. Clark.  This is Bart Barnum 11 

with NTSB, office of marine safety.  How are you this morning? 12 

 MR. CLARK:  I'm doing pretty good, how about yourself? 13 

 MR. BARNUM:  Doing well, thanks.  Continuing around the room. 14 

 MR. TOMPKINS:  Yeah.  So, Tyler, this is Peter Tompkins.  I'm 15 

the outside counsel for Seacor Marine. 16 

 MR. CENEC:  And, good morning, Tyler.  Seacor Marine, DPA. 17 

 MR. CLARK:  Good morning. 18 

 CWO   Good morning, Mr. Clark.  This is Chief Warrant 19 

Officer   Houma investigations. 20 

 MR. TOMPKINS:  And that's the room. 21 

 MR. ARNOLD:  All right.  Can you hear everybody pretty well? 22 

 MR. CLARK:  Yes, sir.  I can hear everyone. 23 

 MR. ARNOLD:  We understand you're a passenger.  So, we're 24 

going to start out with just a couple of background questions. 25 
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Q. So, you've got a total of nine years on the water? 1 

A. Yes, sir. 2 

Q. Okay.  So, when this incident occurred around November 18th, 3 

or around the 20th, between the 20th and the 18th, when y'all left 4 

the location, how long had you been on the vessel? 5 

A. So, two weeks into our hitch. 6 

Q. Two weeks. 7 

A. Just over.  The Wednesday before would've been two weeks, if 8 

I'm correct. 9 

Q. Did you come out with -- who did you come out on board with? 10 

A. Burnell and Corey, Captain and the Chief Mate. 11 

Q. And did you also, were you also on the previous hitch with 12 

them that spudded the -- or that jacked down the lift boat? 13 

A. Yes, sir.  Yes.  That's my normal crew with that Captain. 14 

Q. So, when you get on location, and I'm talking about the last 15 

time you were on there, you said approximately two weeks before on 16 

Wednesday.  What do you do when you get on location? 17 

A. So, my job is whether we're pre-loading at night or during 18 

the day, I either am responsible for taking on a pre-load, making 19 

sure our engines are in correct configuration for jacking, and 20 

then, if I'm on when pre-load is completed, I'm in charge of 21 

helping the pre-load. 22 

Q. Did you have to worry about any of that on this last hitch 23 

starting on the Wednesday, two weeks before? 24 

A. For this hitch, we actually moved the vessel quite a lot.  25 
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A. Yes, sir.  We've been in the position where we were going to 1 

evacuate, and then, it never ended up materializing.  So, we've 2 

done this preparation before, but I've never been onboard when the 3 

vessel's been evacuated. 4 

Q. Was that on the Robert that this previous event happened, or 5 

was it on another, Caitlin  or Paul? 6 

A. It was on the Robert.  Our normal procedure is if we have a 7 

weather window, we jack down and go to safe harbor.  Whereas, this 8 

time, the weather was so bad that there was no chance of that. 9 

Q. After everybody got off on the first hitch, did you do any 10 

secondary duties as far as, you know, landing operator, or 11 

anything like that for the helicopters as they come in? 12 

A. No. 13 

Q. When you're working on your hitch -- I call it a hitch, but 14 

you say shift -- from night shift from 1800 to 0600, are you 15 

mainly below deck, or are you on deck?  Where are you positioned? 16 

A. It's pretty much a mix.  I do rounds below deck and also on 17 

deck.  And then, depending on the maintenance for the night, it 18 

where the jacking systems, it really all depends on the 19 

maintenance. 20 

Q. On scheduled maintenance or what needs to be fixed, right? 21 

A. Yes, sir.   22 

Q. Were you aware of any alarms?  Any listing alarms, any 23 

general alarms, anything that went off in the last hitch while you 24 

were there, as the weather was approaching?  Any concerns? 25 
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A. No, sir.  When we were at that height, when the vessel did 1 

get moving in the seas, we have a tilt alarm at 1.5 and 2.5.  And 2 

then we also have a RR-- we have a jacking sys alarm and then that 3 

went off a few times, but that was the indicator for us to jack 4 

down, get a little bit lower to the water so the vessel wasn't 5 

rocking as much. 6 

 MR. ARNOLD:  I don't have any further questions at this time.   7 

Mr. Bart? 8 

 MR. BARNUM:  Yeah.  Thank you. 9 

 BY MR. BARNUM:   10 

Q. Mr. Clark, appreciate that.  This is Bart Barnum with the 11 

NTSB.  Can you just follow on that last question, the last answer 12 

you gave us about the alarms.  What type of alarm was that as far 13 

as having to jack down? 14 

A. -- alarm? 15 

Q. No.  In having to jack down you said you received some sort 16 

of alarm from the rocking? 17 

A. Oh.  The  -- only when the tilt alarm goes off, it's we 18 

already know the weather's bad so it's prepping.  The vessel has 19 

to have a little bit of a lean to drain, as far as like the water 20 

on deck and stuff like that.  So when the boat gets pushed around 21 

a lot, it triggers that false alarm, for tilt alarm.  But that 22 

let's the wheelhouse know that the weather's picking up.  And 23 

normally after the tilt alarms goes off, they normally request for 24 

engines and I turn engines on so we go into jack down. 25 
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Q. Okay.  So, I had, I just misheard you.  The tilt alarm.  1 

Thank you for that.   2 

 You mentioned that when, when Charles was asking you about 3 

any issues at this location, you said they were monitoring a can 4 

hole off to the port side.  Do you know how they were doing that?  5 

How were they monitoring it? 6 

A. Well, when we got to location, they used Frugo.  And then, 7 

you always -- they always monitor for settling.  If that leg was 8 

the leg was the leg that settled, that would be a cause for 9 

concern.  But, as far as I know, that leg never settled, so that 10 

was the monitoring factor. 11 

Q. Okay.  Understood.  Was there any other additional scans done 12 

while on location? 13 

A. I know they do a final scan once they're set up.  But, that 14 

was -- would've been last hitch your on -- 15 

Q. Okay.  So that wasn't part of their monitoring then, an 16 

additional scan. 17 

A. No. 18 

Q. Okay.  Have you been back onboard the vessel since the 19 

casualty? 20 

A. No, sir.  I was scheduled to go out with the crew, but we 21 

crew changed right before, so it was the other crew. 22 

Q. Have you talked to anybody that's been onboard? 23 

A. I'm sorry, I couldn't hear you. 24 

Q. Have you talked to anybody that has been onboard since the 25 
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what may have happened?  Or, do you know? 1 

A. I mean, I would assume that the wave height was significantly 2 

higher than forecasted and I think if they got pushed by a wave, 3 

that amount of force would've caused it to slide off in a hole.  4 

But, that's all speculation.   5 

Q. Do you have -- being what you just went through with the 6 

evacuation and getting off and the preparations, is there anything 7 

that you would've changed in that process? 8 

A. No, sir.  I think the correct people were contacted, because 9 

as far as Brian -- he gave us some great advice on what engines to 10 

run, and that ended up working out for us. 11 

Q. Do you have any recommendations or anything for Seacor or the 12 

Coast Guard that maybe you think could prevent something like this 13 

happening again? 14 

A. No, sir.   15 

Q. Right.   16 

 BY MR. BARNUM: 17 

Q. Just one final one from me, Bart Barnum here.  I missed in my 18 

notes here.  When you were talking to Mr. Arnold earlier, did you 19 

say that you had evacuated a lift boat before? 20 

A. No, sir.  I've been in the process with jacking down and 21 

going in location, but I've never been evacuated via helicopter.  22 

We've always, we've been to the point where they've gotten third 23 

party crew off, but when it comes down to the core crew, I've 24 

never ended up evacuating. 25 
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Q. And that particular instance where they evacuated the non-1 

essentials and you stayed onboard, did you liberate and leave?  2 

Or, did you stay on location? 3 

A. The weather actually ended up calming down the last few times 4 

it's happened when I was onboard, and we ended up staying onboard 5 

and just monitoring and -- 6 

Q. And for what kind of lift boat do in that situation?  I mean, 7 

it's in position, you're riding out the storm, presumably jacking 8 

up and down, what else?  Is there anything you can do onboard? 9 

A. No, sir.  Not really.  Just monitoring wave height and we 10 

just try to stay above the wave with the least amount of air gap 11 

possible so that the vessel's not moving all over. 12 

Q. Understood.  Thank you.  That's all the questions I have. 13 

 MR. ARNOLD:  Mr. Clark, thank you very much.  Appreciate your 14 

time.  We're going to go ahead and end the interview right now.  15 

And appreciate not only the time, but changing your schedule for 16 

us to accommodate us.  It's 11:23 and that's all the questions of 17 

the time we need from you for today. 18 

  (Whereupon, at 11:23 a.m. the interview was concluded.) 19 
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