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Use of Rumble Strips UDOT 06C-17 
Effective:  March 2, 2006   Revised:  April 26, 2007 

Purpose 
To define the Utah Department of Transportation (Department) use of rumble 
strips on the state highway system.  One of the Department’s strategic goals is to 
improve safety.  This goal can be accomplished by reducing the number and 
severity of single-vehicle, run-off-the-road crashes while preserving safe use of 
the roadway by bicyclists and pedestrians.  Using centerline rumble strips can 
also reduce head-on crashes. 

Policy 
This policy applies to all highways under the jurisdiction of the Department. 
Placement of rumble strips will be required when the following criteria is met: 

Shoulder Rumble Strips (SRS) – Divided Highways 

1. SRS are required on both the left and the right shoulders of all rural
interstate highways.

2. Consider SRS on both shoulders of other rural divided highways (non-
interstate) and urban areas.

Shoulder Rumble Strips (SRS) – Undivided Highways 

The use of SRS on undivided highways is based on criteria driven evaluation of 
the following characteristics: 

1. For use on rural highways with speeds of 45 mph or higher.

2. Adequate pavement structure exists on the shoulder.

3. Run-off-the-road crash experience is documented.

4. Shoulders are wide enough to provide a minimum of four feet of shoulder
between the SRS and the edge of paved shoulder. Increase the
dimension to five feet if barrier or guardrail is present at the edge of the
shoulder.

Centerline Rumble Strips (CRS) – Undivided Highways 

The use of CRS on undivided highways is based on criteria driven evaluation of 
the following characteristics: 

1. For use on rural highways with speeds of 45 mph or higher.
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2. Head-on or opposite direction sideswipe crash experience exists.

Deviations from Standards with regards to Rumble Strips may be granted 
under  the Level 1 Elevation process when: 

1. Another project is scheduled within two years that will overlay or
reconstruct the shoulders or will use the shoulders as a detour.

2. Pavement analysis determines that the pavement structure of the shoulder
is inadequate for installation of SRS.

3. Shoulders are less than four feet wide on the left and four and one-half
feet wide on the right.

Rumble strips are not recommended where shoulders are used by bicyclists 
unless there is a minimum clear path of one foot from the rumble strip to the 
traveled way, four feet from the rumble strip to the outside edge of paved 
shoulder, or five feet to adjacent guardrail, curb, or other obstacle. 

Once installed, rumble strips will be maintained.  A single chip seal may be 
placed over the rumble strip.  Any additional chip seals or pavement overlays will 
result in re-establishing rumble strips. 
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