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On January 9, 2020, the Federal Aviation Administration Accident Investigation Division (AVP-
100) requested that the Office of the Chief Counsel provide a legal opinion in response to a
request from the National Transportation Safety Board (NTSB). Referencing the NTSB accident
investigation for the Mokuleia, HI parachute operation, the NTSB requested a legal opinion as to
whether the following training events are permitted by the Code of Federal Regulations:

(1) The accident pilot’s logbook showed flight instruction signed off by a CFI for 14 CFR
61.129(b)(4)(i) and (ii), 61.129(b)(1), and 61.129(b)(3)(iii) commercial cross-country flight
instruction in a multi-engine turbine powered King Air BE9L; however, the accident pilot only
had a student pilot’s license and was primarily training for his private license in a single-engine
PA2S;

(2) The accident pilot’s logbook showed flight instruction signed off by a CFI for 14 CFR
61.127(b)(2) commercial flight proficiency instruction in a multi-engine turbine pewered King
Air BE9L; however, the accident pilot only had a private pilot’s license and was primarily
training for his commercial license in a Seneca PA34; and

(3) The accident pilot’s logbook showed flight instruction signed off by a CFI for “First Officer”
training while he was still a student pilot.

Analysis
Training Event 1

In the first scenario, the pilot held a student pilot certificate and was primarily training for his
private pilot certificate in a single-engine PA28. Based on the pilot’s logbook, he received flight
instruction in a multi-engine turbine powered King Air BE9L that satisfied the commercial
cross-country flight training requirements specified in § 61.129(b)(1), (b)(3)(ii) and (b)(4)(i) and
(ii).











