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 National Program Tracking and Reporting System (NPTRS) Information Reported 

Inspector 
Name Record ID NPG Start Date Designator

Aircraft 
Reg #

Flight 
#

Make-
Model 
Series

Simulator/Device 
ID

Non-Cert Activity 
Name/Company

DOTY, KEVIN 
(FAA) 

10/14/2015 ISHA N234AH AS-350 

Airman 
Cert. #

Examiner 
Cert. #

Applicant 
Cert. #

Rec Instructor 
Cert. # Pass/Fail Tracking

Local 
Use Geographic

Inspector 
Phone

Activity 
Number

002649800 N  1712

Status
(POC)

Result
(ACEFISTX) 

Affiliated 
Designator

Loc/Departure 
Point

Complaint 
#

Airman 
Name

Examiner 
Name

Applicant 
Name

Rec 
Instr 
Name

Exam 
Kind

C C LGB 
ZOBAYAN, 
ARA G. 

Miscellaneous Regional Use Foreign Inspector Office FAR CallUp Date Closed Date OTNA Loc/Arrival Point Occurrence #
N WP05 135 11/09/2015

Incident # EIR # Accident # 8430-13 # Numeric Misc National Use
PWPTLAX15007 
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Comment Type Comment
B633I 10/14/15: Contacted Island Express regarding the Pilot Deviation for N234AH. 

B633I Received the pilot name involved with the incident and asked to have him 

B633I call. 

B633I

B633I 10/14/15: Pilot contacted this office and discussed the following incident 

B633I summary: 

B633I

B633I On May 11, 2015 Mr. Zobayan, a Commercial Pilot with Island Express 

B633I Helicopters, Inc. (ISHA), was operating helicopter N234AH, an AS350, near 

B633I Hawthorne airport (HHR) and the 105 Freeway at 700 feet MSL. He was 

B633I transiting north for the Harbor Transition, expecting clearance through the 

B633I Los Angeles International Airport (LAX) Class Bravo airspace which extends 

B633I from the surface to 10K MSL in that area. After contacting LAX tower Mr. 

B633I Zobayan was informed that the airfield was reporting less than basic VRF 

B633I minimums and was asked if he could maintain VRF conditions or to state his 

B633I request. Mr. Zobayan stated that he could maintain special VFR and LAX 

B633I replied with a denial of the request and to maintain clear of the Class 

B633I Bravo. Mr. Zobayan then responded back that he could maintain VRF . While 

B633I this communication was taking place, N234AH was still flying northbound and 

B633I entered into the Class B surface area. LAX tower then told N234AH to transit 

B633I around the Class B airspace. 

B633I 10/19/15: Emailed pilot and asked for full name and number. Email received 

B633I back with information. Went throught the Compliance Aciton Decision Process. 

B633I

B633I 11/9/15: Counseled airman using the 1750 code (WP05201600714). 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Information available within this website covered by the Privacy Act

Public availability to be determined under 5 U.S.C. 552 

For Question/Comments contact FAA MyIT Service Desk at
1-844-FAA-MYIT (844-322-6948)

HelpDesk@faa.gov
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<< Previous Page
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 National Program Tracking and Reporting System (NPTRS) Information Reported 

Inspector 
Name Record ID NPG Start Date Designator

Aircraft 
Reg #

Flight 
#

Make-
Model 
Series

Simulator/Device 
ID

Non-Cert Activity 
Name/Company

DOTY, KEVIN 
(FAA) 

05/01/2015 ISHA N234AH AS-350 

Airman 
Cert. #

Examiner 
Cert. #

Applicant 
Cert. #

Rec Instructor 
Cert. # Pass/Fail Tracking

Local 
Use Geographic

Inspector 
Phone

Activity 
Number

002649800 N  1750

Status
(POC)

Result
(ACEFISTX) 

Affiliated 
Designator

Loc/Departure 
Point

Complaint 
#

Airman 
Name

Examiner 
Name

Applicant 
Name

Rec 
Instr 
Name

Exam 
Kind

C C
ZOBAYAN, 
ARA G. 

Miscellaneous Regional Use Foreign Inspector Office FAR CallUp Date Closed Date OTNA Loc/Arrival Point Occurrence #
N WP05 135 11/09/2015

Incident # EIR # Accident # 8430-13 # Numeric Misc National Use
NONE REQUIRED 
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Comment Type Comment
B633I PD2015WP05033 PWPTLAX15007 On May 11, 2015 Mr. Zobayan, a Commercial 

B633I Pilot with Island Express Helicopters, Inc. (ISHA), was operating helicopter 

B633I N234AH, an AS350, near Hawthorne airport (HHR) and the 105 Freeway at 700 

B633I feet MSL. He was transiting north for the Harbor Transition, expecting 

B633I clearance through the Los Angeles International Airport (LAX) Class Bravo 

B633I airspace which extends from the surface to 10K MSL in that area. After 

B633I contacting LAX tower Mr. Zobayan was informed that the airfield was 

B633I reporting less than basic VRF minimums and was asked if he could maintain 

B633I VRF conditions or to state his request. Mr. Zobayan stated that he could 

B633I maintain special VFR and LAX replied with a denial of the request and to 

B633I maintain clear of the Class Bravo. Mr. Zobayan then responded back that he 

B633I could maintain VRF . While this communication was taking place, N234AH was 

B633I still flying northbound and entered into the Class B surface area. LAX tower 

B633I then told N234AH to transit around the Class B airspace. Mr. Zobayan 

B633I violated: 91.131, Operations in Class B airspace. (a) Operating rules. No 

B633I person may operate an aircraft within a Class B airspace area except in 

B633I compliance with 91.129 and the following rules: (1) The operator must 

B633I receive an ATC clearance from the ATC facility having jurisdiction for that 

B633I area before operating an aircraft in that area. The requirement was to have

B633I clearance to operate in the LAX Class B airspace. Mr. Zobayan did not have 

B633I clearance and entered the Class B. the underlying root cause which resulted 

B633I in noncompliance was human factor > aircrew > proper planning. Had Mr. 

B633I Zobayan properly planned and reviewed current weather at LAX, he would have 

B633I been able to anticipate the required action to transit Class B, resulting in 

B633I proper coordination, a proper request, and elimination of confusing 

B633I terminology. Proper coordination should have included an earlier initiation 

B633I of communication to allow time for receiving a clearance. The airman and

B633I the operator were proactive, cooperative and have showed compliance. The day 

B633I of the incident, Mr. Zobayan contacted Chief Pilot, Gary Michelsen at ISHA 

B633I and they called the Long Beach FSDO and talked with the local FAAST 

B633I representative. They then called LAX tower as directed to do so in the 

B633I Brasher warning and they called the ISHA Director of Operations to report the

B633I incident. After reporting the incident to FAA and organizational personnel, 

B633I Mr. Zobayan reportedly used the Aviation Safety Reporting Program (ASRP) to 

B633I process a safety report with NASA. Island Express Helicopters, Inc. also 

B633I stated that additional ground and flight training was conducted with Mr. 

B633I Zobayan which showed they are capable of participating in effective 

B633I corrective and preventative action. During my phone interview with Mr. 

B633I Zobayan, he admitted his error, took responsibility for his action, and was 

B633I willing to take any other necessary steps toward compliance. There are no 

B633I indications that this is a repeated incident and there are no signs that this

B633I incident is a trend with Mr. Zobayan or other ISHA personnel. Use of Remedial

B633I Training (RT) is not recommended for this deviation. A review of the ISHA 
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Comment Type Comment
B633I training program has been started. The recommended control measure is that 

B633I ISHA includes a review of Class B airspace in annual training and 

B633I specifically the LAX Class B since this is a common area for ISHA to fly. 

B633I Follow up surveillance is planned to ensure that ISHA airman are familiar 

B633I with 14 CFR Parts 91.157, 91.155, and 91.131. On 11/9/15, Mr. Zobayan was 

B633I counseled on operating in Class B airspace, Special VFR weather minimums, 

B633I proper planning, reviewing weather, and anticipating required action. He was 

B633I cooperative and receptive to the counseling. 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
Information available within this website covered by the Privacy Act

Public availability to be determined under 5 U.S.C. 552 

For Question/Comments contact FAA MyIT Service Desk at
1-844-FAA-MYIT (844-322-6948)

HelpDesk@faa.gov
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