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him? 

MR. BURT: Not that there was a weak spot in 

the line. 

MR. SAGER: What about the rupture? 

(Pause) 

MR. BURT: Well, I mean I believe the rupture 

would have never happened if the line wouldn't have 

(Pause) 

MR. SAGER: How long would you estimate as - -  

given your experience as a controller, how long do you 

think it was between the time of the rupture and the 

time that you and Kevin were aware there was a problem? 

MR. BURT: I have no idea. 

MR. SAGER: None? 

MR. BURT: No. I mean it had to have been 

some time while the computers were down so I don't know 

what length of time that was. 30 minutes to an hour, I 

guess. 

MR. SAGER: That's all I have. Thanks. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: I think I want to just 

follow up on one of your questions with maybe one 

that's similar to one of your questions. In terms of, 

I think, what we were trying to get at here was, was 

there anything that could have been done to recognize 

EXECUTIVE COURT REPORTERS, INC. 
(301) 565-0064 



7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

2 2 3  

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Let's go off the record 

here, Ed. 

(Pause) 

INTERVIEW OF RONALD DAVID BURT 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Mr. Burt, I'd like you - -  

my name is Allen Beshore. I'm with National 

Transportation Safety Board. I'm the lead investigator 

into the pipeline rupture and fire that occurred in 

Bellingham in June of 1999. I want to thank you for 

coming in today and answering a few questions that we 

might have for you 

We're going to start out. I'm going to ask 

you some questions, and when I run out of questions or 

when I need a moment to collect my thoughts I'm just 

going to go ahead and we're going to go around the 

table and each of these folks may have some follow-up 

questions for you. 

So I'd like for them to go around and 

introduce themselves so that you know who they are and 

who they - -  who they're with. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: I'm Cliff Zimmerman. I'm an 

accident investigator also with the National 

Transportation Safety Board. 

MR. SCHAU: I'm Jerry Schau. I'm with BP 

Pipeline. 
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MR. PARRISH: I'm Johnny Parrish with Daniel, 

formerly Brooks Petroleum - -  or Fisher-Rosemont 

Petroleum. 

MS. IMHOF: I'm Patti Imhof with IMCO General 

Construction. 

MR. KATCHMAR: Peter Katchmar, U.S .  DOT, 

Office of Pipeline Safety. 

MR. SMYTH: Geoff Smyth, City of Bellingham. 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: Linda Pilkey-Jarvis with 

Department of Ecology. 

MR. BARBER: I'm Tony Barber with the U.S. 

EPA. 

MR. CASH: Jim Cash with the Safety Board. 

MR. SAGER: Eric Sager with the Safety Board. 

MR. ZARKY: And I didn't get all those. I'm 

assuming that a transcript's going to - -  

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Yes. 

MR. ZARKY: - -  everyone's presence, okay. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Yes. And Mr. Burt, you 

epresentative with you here today. If he could 

introduce himself? 

MR. ZARKY: Alan Zarky, A-L-A-N, Z-A-R-K-Y. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And you have - -  we have 

your contact information - -  

MR. ZARKY: Yes. 
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CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  with the reporter SO 

that'll be in the record. 

If you could, just state your full name, 

please? 

MR. ZARKY: Maybe before we proceed the 

record should reflect here, although I obviously have 

the correspondence from you, the situation under which 

Mr. Burt submits to testimony. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. Do you have a COPY 

of the - -  

MR. ZARKY: I - -  

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: We could identify that as 

an exhibit if - -  into the record. 

(Pause) 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Do you have additional 

copies? 

MR. ZARKY: I - -  

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: If you don't we can have 

one made. 

(Pause) 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. 

MR. ZARKY: I'm not sure - -  so maybe could 

you make sure that you return the copy of those to me? 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: We'll just have - -  what 

we'll do is detach the compulsion order - -  
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MR. ZARKY: Okay. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  if that's okay? 

MR. ZARKY: That's fine. I don't have 

another copy of that. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And we'll identify that as 

Burt Exhibit 1 for the record, and we'll - -  we'll give 

you the rest of that packet back. 

(The document referred to was 

marked for identification as 

Burt Exhibit 1 and was 

received in evidence.) 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: If YOU could just state 

your full name - -  

MR. ZARKY: Well, that - -  then I guess I'd 

just like to make the link that the - -  the Board has 

ordered Mr. Burt to testify and the Exhibit 1 is the 

order by which he's ordered to testify pursuant to 18 

USC 6002. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Correct. 

MR. ZARKY: Okay. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And then, should the 

record - -  

MR. ZARKY: We're all Set. 

(Laughter) 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Ron, if you could just 
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give us your full name, please? 

MR. BURT: Ronald David Burt. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And if you could, just 

start and outline some of your - -  your educational 

background for us. 

MR. BURT: High school diploma. I got a 

business college degree from - -  College of Business. 

That's about it. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Is that an Associate of 

Arts degree? 

MR. BURT: No, it's a private business 

school. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. Let's 40 to your - -  

your role with - -  with Olympic Pipeline. When - -  

when - -  when were you hired and just kind of outline 

what your - -  your history with the company is? 

MR. BURT: March of '86 I was hired into the 

maintenance department and spent, I don't know, a 

couple weeks there. Then they started training me to - 

- in field operations. And I spent, I don't know, 

roughly eight months or so in there, then started 

training in the control center and have been in there 

ever since. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. So you went into 

the control center in ' 8 7 ?  
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(301) 565-0064 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

228 

MR. BURT: Early '87, yeah. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. And you've been in 

there ever since? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. Who do you report 

to? 

MR. BURT: Rick Roston. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. As of June 10th of 

1999, who did you report to? 

MR. BURT: Ron Brentson. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. Most of what I'm 

going to ask you about is probably prior to June 10th 

of 1999, so if that's not clear at any time just - -  

just ask me. But I think probably most of my questions 

are going to be as of that point in time, so. 

Let's just - -  let's just go to the day of the 

accident and what you can recall about - -  about June 

10th. Do you remember when you reported for duty that 

day? 

MR. BURT: Yeah, it was about 3:OO in the 

afternoon. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: What was your - -  what was 

your normal shift? 

MR. BURT: Six at night to six in the 

morning. 

EXECUTIVE COURT REPORTERS, INC 
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CHAIRMAN BESHORE: So why did you report 

early for duty that night? 

MR. BURT: The guy that was working needed to 

get off early so I came in early for him 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: So you were - -  were you on 

duty then until six a.m. on the loth? 

MR. BURT: Well, on the 11th. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: No, I'm sorry. The 

morning of the loth, were you on duty till six in the 

morning and then report back - -  

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  at three in the 

afternoon? 

MR. BURT: Correct. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And then you were on from 

three in the afternoon on the 10th to six a.m. on the 

llth? 

MR. BURT: Correct. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: I just wanted to make sure 

I was clear on that. 

Okay. So let's - -  let's just start. When 

you got to work what were your first - -  first actions 

when you came in at three? 

MR. BURT: Sit down at the control center. 

And the guy that had been running the line turned - -  

EXECUTIVE COURT REPORTERS, INC. 
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turned the shift over to me. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Who was that? 

MR. BURT: Dave Smith. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And what kind of verbal 

interaction did you have with Dave in terms of did he 

fill you in on what was going on? 

MR. BURT: Yeah, just, you know, who you're 

pumping out of, who you're pumping to, that kind of 

stuff. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Do you remember who that 

was? 

MR. BURT: I remember the Anacortes, one of 

those refineries. I don't remember exactly which one. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And do you remember 

which - -  I mean you were - -  I mean you were operating a 

specific segment of the system, is that - -  

MR. BURT: Yeah. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  correct understanding? 

MR. BURT: I was operating the Anacortes to 

Portland. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. Could you just kind 

of briefly describe to us what that consists of? 

MR. BURT: The pipeline that runs from 

Anacortes to Renton, then the 14-incher runs to 

Portland. 
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CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. And there were 

basically two - -  two sections of the system in terms of 

- -  of operation, is that correct understanding? 

MR. BURT: Correct. There’s two - -  two 

pipelines. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. And can you just 

briefly describe the other section that you were not 

operating? 

MR. BURT: I believe that day it was running 

from the Arc0 Refineries to - -  to Renton. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: The Arc0 Refinery’s in 

Cherry Point? 

MR. BURT: Correct. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Now, were YOU familiar 

with both of the two systems? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And you - -  did you operate 

both systems on given days or - -  

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. So you were 

familiar with both. Was there some routine? 

MR. BURT: Basically, every other day we 

switched. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. So you switched. 

Did you normally have the same co-worker on your - -  on 
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(301) 565-0064 



232 

your shift? Were you guys on the same schedule? 

MR. BURT: Not the guy at 3 : 0 0 ,  no. But at 

six, my normal shift, that controller is who I 

generally work with. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And who was that? 

MR. BURT: Chris Herrera. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. So Chris came in at 

six? 

MR. BURT: Correct. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And who did you replace? 

MR. BURT: Kevin Divid. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: So you were working with 

Kevin from three to six? 

MR. BURT: Correct. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And did Kevin leave at 

six? 

MR. BURT: I don't know if he left exactly at 

six. I think he hung around for a while, but I - -  I 

don't know exactly when he left. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. That - -  we'll get - 

- we'll get to that. I'm kind of getting ahead of 

myself here a little bit. 

So let's just kind of go through - -  okay. 

You - -  you reported for duty, you got a brief hand-off 

from - -  from Dave, and then what did you - -  what did 
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you do at that point on? 

MR. BURT: Generally, if you sit down you, 

you know, rough out all the batch changes you're going 

to be doing for the day. There's a series of routine 

things. Check the top of your sheets for - -  to make 

sure the - -  the batches written up there are correct, 

that kind of thing. I don't know. There's several 

things you do. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. SO YOU were - -  YOU 

were - -  you started out by doing these things? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And at some point in time 

did you notice things were not normal? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: What - -  what - -  what 

happened? 

MR. BURT: I don't remember exactly what 

happened. I was putting in a set point in at one of 

the stations and noticed that it wasn't - -  the computer 

wasn't responding. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Do you remember what 

command you issued? 

MR. BURT: I don't remember exactly what 

command it was. It was a set point, close the control 

valve a little bit or open it a little bit or something 
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like that. I don't remember exactly what it was. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Do you remember what 

station it was? 

MR. BURT: No. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: What did you - -  what did 

you do at that point? 

MR. BURT: You know, I - -  the cabin that the 

computers appeared to be, you know, not responding 

correctly. And I got up and went into - -  down the hall 

and in the computer room to tell them. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: How long would that take 

to walk in there? 

MR. BURT: Two seconds, two or three seconds. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And who was in there? 

Anyone? 

MR. BURT: Lloyd Tyken. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Was anybody else in the 

computer room? 

MR. BURT: Not that I could see. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: What did you mention - -  

what'd you tell Lloyd at that point? 

MR. BURT: I just opened the door real quick 

and stuck my head in and told him that the computers 

weren't responding right. And he said he'd look into 

it. 
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CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. YOU mentioned YOU 

might have mentioned something to - -  to Kevin. Did he 

respond in any way? 

MR. BURT: Not that I - -  I can't remember 

really responded, just kind of like, yeah, okay, you 

know. Like he knew or I don't know. He didn't really 

say he knew, but just, okay, he heard me type of thing. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: So you didn't really have 

a give-and-take conversation, it was just a comment - -  

MR. BURT: Right. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  kind of thing? Okay. 

And at what point - -  at that point then what did you - -  

did you do at that point then? 

MR. BURT: Then I went back into the control 

center and went back to doing the routine stuff that we 

usually always do when we first sit down. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Did YOU try and initiate 

any more commands into the system? 

MR. BURT: Not at that point I didn't. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: You could tell what was - -  

was happening by what you could see visually on the - -  

MR. BURT: NO, it just, YOU know, just 

appeared it was, you know, not - -  not bringing us any 

information back. It was just like it was frozen or 

something 
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CHAIRMAN BESHORE: SO YOU were - -  did YOU - -  

were you - -  were you looking at the screen to see if 

the numbers were updating - -  

MR. BURT: Right. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  what had happening, is 

that - -  

MR. BURT: Correct. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. And you don't 

recall what Kevin was doing in this - -  

MR. BURT: No. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  process? 

MR. BURT: Mm-m. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: HOW far apart are YOU 

guys? 

MR. BURT: Anywhere from four to eight feet. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Do you have a lot of 

routine contact throughout a - -  a shift with your co- 

worker or is that - -  

MR. BURT: Not - -  not really to do if the 

lines were running unless, you know, unless he has a 

problem. Sometimes he'll ask. Generally, when you're 

first sitting down you're pretty busy getting all the 

stuff done to line out your shift for the day, and at 

that point we hardly ever talk. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. So in - -  okay. All 
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right. So what happened at that point then after - -  

after that? Do you - -  do you recall? 

MR. BURT: The next thing I recall is it 

appeared the computers were trying to fail over to the 

backup system. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: HOW did YOU notice - -  make 

- -  what - -  what - -  what was happening that gave you 

that - -  that indication? 

MR. BURT: They - -  they go to like a - -  a 

vector screen. It's like a screensaver-looking deal. 

And then they come back up. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. So your display 

screens are rebooting - -  

MR. BURT: Right. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  more or less - -  

MR. BURT: Correct. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. Did the - -  did 

things come back up at that point in time? 

MR. BURT: It's like they - -  it's like part 

of the screens came back up .  Some of 'em did and some 

of 'em didn't. So it's like some of 'ern rebooted and 

some of 'em didn't. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Could YOU - -  could YOU 

tell when that screen came up what was happening on - -  

on, you know, the - -  the section of pipeline you were 
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responsible for looking at? 

MR. BURT: Well, I mean it appeared to still 

be the same. I mean I was running a - -  you know, it 

was a pretty steady line so there wasn't really 

anything changing. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Did you watch to see if 

you could see the numbers being updated once that fail- 

over happened or could you tell? 

MR. BURT: Yeah, and I don't - -  they weren't 

updated at that point. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Did you try and issue any 

commands or functions after that fail-over? 

MR. BURT: No. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. Then - -  what 

happened at that point after - -  let me ask you this. 

What kind of a time frame are we - -  are we talking, do 
you think? In terms of - -  

MR. BURT: From the time I first noticed? 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Yeah. From the time you 

got back to mentioning the problem to Lloyd maybe back 

in? 

MR. BURT: Oh, it - -  maybe five minutes, I 

think. I don't know. It wasn't very long. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Before YOU started to see 

the fail-over? 
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MR. BURT: Yeah. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. And then the 

screens kind of came back up. What - -  what happened at 

- -  you say part of 'em came back up. 

MR. BURT: Well, some of 'em stayed on that 

- -  that vector thing, and some of 'em went to the 

vector screen and then came back up to what - -  what 

they were supposed to fail over to. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. And when YOU say - -  

are you talking about - -  I guess you've got - -  how many 

monitors do you actually - -  

MR. BURT: Oh, it was like four. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. So probably like 

two monitors still had the screensaver - -  

MR. BURT: Yeah. I think it was about half, 

yeah. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Can you change screens if 

all - -  monitors to look around to see if you could - -  

not at that point? 

MR. BURT: NO. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. Then at - -  then 

what happened after that? 

MR. BURT: Well, as they were trying to do 

that fail-over, Lloyd came into the room and walked 

around and took a look at 'em. And you know, I don't 
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know if he said anything or not. It seems like he said 

something like, you know, don't issue any commands 

right now until they come back up. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. 

MR. BURT: And then he seen that it wasn't 

working and he went back to the computer room. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Did - -  was Kevin there at 

that point, too? Did he - -  

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  did he acknowledge that 

instruction from Lloyd, if you recall? 

MR. BURT: I don't recall him acknowledging 

it. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. But he was in there 

when Lloyd came in? 

MR. BURT: I - -  I don't remember exactly for 

sure if Lloyd actually said that or not, but that's 

generally what they would tell us to do. That's 

generally why we don't start flipping screens around. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. But you didn't do 

any - -  

MR. BURT: No. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  anything - -  okay. And 

then - -  and then - -  then Lloyd left again? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 
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CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And then - -  then what 

happened after - -  after that? 

MR. BURT: Then the next thing I remember 

happening is the computers - -  I can't remember if they 

just continued that fail-over or if they failed over 

again. One of the two happened. But they - -  they 

started work - -  all the screens came back up and, you 

know, we were able to see the pipeline. And it 

appeared to be trying to work but real slowly. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: What did - -  what did you 

do at that point? Did you - -  could you tell what data 

you were getting on your section of line? 

MR. BURT: Yeah. I looked over my section of 

line real quick, and sometime in that period Kevin had 

left the control room so I brought his line up real 

quick, just switched formats to take a look at his line 

'cause he wasn't in there and noticed that, you know, 

all his pumps were shut down except for a pump at 

Woodinville. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. 

MR. BURT: So I - -  I initiated that pump to 

shut down. And the command went through but I never - -  

I never seen it - -  any indication on the screen that 

the pump actually shut down. And then at that point 

Kevin walked back into the room just as I was doing 
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that, and I told him what I'd done, and he went back to 

his line and I switched back to my line. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And yours seemed to be 

fine? There was nothing unusual on your segment of - -  

MR. BURT: NO. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  the systems? Okay. 

Then the - -  at that point there would have been no 

pumps running on Kevin's segment, is that correct? You 

shut down the last - -  

MR. BURT: Well, I initiated the shut-down. 

I don't - -  I told Kevin, I said, I - -  I initiated it to 

shut down but I don't know for sure if the command went 

through or what. It was like the computers were 

running slow and the - -  it went through but it hadn't 

come back giving us a response that it had actually 

shut clown. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: IS there - -  I mean is 

there some kind of time frame that's normal for you - -  

I mean is that normally a quick process that you - -  

MR. BURT: Yeah. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  an acknowledgement 

right back that it's - -  

MR. BURT: Yeah, usually a few seconds. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. And you - -  how long 

do you think you - -  you observed that where you didn't 
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get back - -  

MR. BURT: Probably maybe five - -  five to 10 

seconds. And then Kevin walked in and he took it over, 

so I switched back to keeping mine - -  my line. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. And do you - -  do 

you know - -  and then - -  okay. Let's go on with what - -  

what you started to do at that point on your - -  your 

line. Did you have anything that you needed to - -  to 

do or in terms of your system to prepare for something? 

MR. BURT: No, nothing that required, you 

know, putting a command through the computer. I 

basically, you know, just kept an eye on it to see if 

everything looked normal and - -  and went back to doing 

the paperwork I was doing. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay, So you didn't 

really have any - -  

MR. BURT: I didn't have any changes coming 

up right then. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. SO you - -  YOU kind 

of went back to your paperwork? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And did you - -  did you 

observe what - -  what Kevin was doing at that point? Or 

do you - -  

MR. BURT: No, I really don't know what Kevin 
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was doing. I was - -  was doing - -  you know, when you 

first come in there and you're doing all that paperwork 

you're pretty just focused on that. And unless he 

comes over and grabs me and says, I need you to look at 

this, you know, I pretty much just pay attention to 

what I'm doing. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Did you - -  did you, you 

know, observe his - -  his mannerisms at all? Did he 

appear to be anxious about something? Could you tell? 

MR. BURT: I couldn't tell. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And he didn't have any 

verbal interaction with you at that point? 

MR. BURT: Not that I can recall. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. So that - -  did 

anybody else come into the control room in any of this 

time frame, do you recall? 

MR. BURT: I don't remember anybody coming in 

but Lloyd, but you know, I've had people tell me they 

came in but I don't remember that happening. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Did Lloyd came back in to 

see if the computers were functioning okay after - -  I 

mean he came in the first time. We talked about that. 

But did he come back in - -  

MR. BURT: I - -  

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  to look at - -  
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MR. BURT: - -  I believe he did, but I don't 

- -  I can't actually remember for sure if he did or 

didn't, but I think he did. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. So you don't recall 

specifically - -  

MR. BURT: No. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  any conversation with 

him? You know, he didn't elaborate on what he'd found 

or - -  

MR. BURT: No. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  what he'd done or 

anything like that? 

MR. BURT: No. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. And you're working 

on your paperwork. At what point in time did something 

else maybe happen? 

MR. BURT: Well, the next thing I remember 

is, you know, Kevin saying he was going to repressure 

his line. And I don't know - -  like I said, I don't 

know if he's saying it to me or just saying it. A lot 

of times they'll kind of talk to themselves as they're 

running the line. But I heard him say that, that he 

was going to repressure his line. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Had he - -  had he left the 

control room at any time between, you know, when you 
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went back to your paperwork and when he made that - -  

that comment? 

MR. BURT: The only time I remember him 

leaving is when I said before, before I'd brought his 

line up and then he came back in at that point. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. And once you - -  

once he came back in you don't recall him leaving again 

MR. BURT: NO. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  prior to making that 

comment that he was going to repressure his line? 

MR. BURT: No. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Did YOU - -  do YOU know if 

he began to - -  to do that? 

MR. BURT: I didn't actually watch him do it, 

but yeah, I mean he - -  I believe he brought in the - -  a 

pump or something and began to repressure it. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. So You - -  you were 

under the impression that he was beginning that - -  that 

process? 

MR. BURT: Y e s .  

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Had anybody entered the 

control room at that point in time besides the two of 

you that you can recall? 

MR. BURT: Not that I remember. 
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CHAIRMAN BESHORE: So he didn't have - -  as 

far as you can - -  I mean as far as you can recall, he 

didn't have a conversation with a supervisor or 

somebody like that about repressuring the pipeline? 

MR. BURT: Not while we were in the control 

center. Not that I know of. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Do you recall any - -  any 

- -  him making any phone calls? 

MR. BURT: I know earlier he'd been on the 

phone quite a bit. I don't - -  don't know who, but I 

know he'd been on the phone. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Was that during the fail- 

over and some of these other things or even prior to 

that? 

MR. BURT: No, it was during the fail-over 

and, you know, most of the time he was in there he was 

on the phone to somebody that I remember. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Was that common? 

MR. BURT: Yeah. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: SO you - -  you guys - -  in 

terms of your duties did spend quite a bit of time on 

the phone? 

MR. BURT: Yeah, there's always people 

calling in with station checks or shippers calling in 

or, you know, there's - -  on day shift there's quite a 
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CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Was there - -  when - -  

incoming calls for example, was there some delineation 

between which of the two of you might answer the phone? 

MR. BURT: Not really. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Which - -  whoever was 

available to answer just kind of picked up the phone? 

MR. BURT: Right. And I don't - -  you know, I 

don't recall if the phone rang. I - -  I don't remember 

the phone ringing, so I don't know if he called out or 

what. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. All right. And 

then at what point in time did you - -  you become aware 

that there may be more or something else unusual going 

on? 

MR. BURT: Well, the next thing I remember 

happening is there was an alarm saying that something 

like Ferndale number two shut down on low suction. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. And that came - -  

did that come across your - -  the bottom of your screen? 

MR. BURT: Well, I seen it - -  it does, but 

generally, there's an alarm screen between us and 

generally we look up there 'cause it's a lot bigger. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And there's an audible 

alarm that actually goes off? 
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MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And that, I guess, 

naturally would prompt you to look up at that screen, 

is that - -  

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  accurate? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Do you remember any other 

alarms? 

MR. BURT: At that point, that's the - -  the 

only one I can remember happening. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And that one was, I'm 

sorry, Ferndale shutting down on low - -  

MR. BURT: Yeah, I think it was - -  I think it 

was Ferndale - -  one of the pumps shutting down on low 

suction. It said not the station, just one of the 

pumps. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. All right. And 

then - -  let me - -  let me ask you just in general. Can 

you - -  can either person monitoring either of the two 

stations, can you see the entire system? Or - -  I mean 

in other words, if you - -  when you - -  when you pulled 

up Kevin's pipeline, for example, to see where pumps - -  

and you noticed that no pumps were running except at 

Woodinville, were you right at your own console on your 

EXECUTIVE COURT REPORTERS, I N C .  
( 3 0 1 )  5 6 5- 0 0 6 4  



250 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

I 

8 

9 

10 

11 

1 2  

1 3  

1 4  

1 5  

1 6  

1 7  

18 

19 

2 0  

2 1  

22  

2 3  

24 

2 5  

own screen? Or - -  

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. So YOU can access 

all the information from the entire pipeline from 

either work station? 

MR. BURT: I can switch screens to access 

either line, yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. So you didn't have 

to actually roll your chair over - -  

MR. BURT: NO. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  to Kevin's work 

station? That's - -  that was my - -  that was my 

question. 

Okay. So what did - -  what happened as a 

result of this - -  this alarm? Did you - -  did you do 

anything or was that - -  

MR. BURT: I didn't do anything. I just - -  

you know, Kevin didn't really say anything so I just 

mentioned to him that if Ferndale went down on low 

suction to make sure he'd seen the alarm. And you 

know, again, he didn't - -  I don't remember if he said 

anything or not. But then I said something to him like 

- -  like, you know, I don't remember my exact words, but 

it was something like, you know, that control valve up 

there's been acting up, you know. It's been running 
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kind of slow, you know. 

So I said something like that to him. I 

don't remember exactly what. It was something like 

that. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: 

control valve at Ferndale? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: 

discharge and - -  

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: 

Was that - -  and that was a 

Was that like a - -  a 

- -  discharge - -  excuse me. 

A control valve on the discharge side coming out of 

Ferndale? 

MR. BURT: Yeah, but controls and discharge 

our suction. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. All right. And YOU 

don't recall him, you know, acknowledging or responding 

in any - -  

MR. BURT: Well, I think he - -  he 

acknowledged it somehow but he didn't really say 

anything. You know, and then - -  you know, then he 

would have - -  

(Pause) 

MR. BURT: He - -  I don't know. I went blank 

all of a sudden. 
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CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Did his mannerisms change 

in any way? Did he - -  did he seem to become under - -  

under more stress? 

MR. BURT: He - -  

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Or more - -  

MR. BURT: He seemed to be intently staring 

at his screen. I mean like he wasn't - -  like he put me 

on ignore. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. So he was - -  he 

seemed to be focused on whatever it was he was doing? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Not - -  YOU don't really 

know the details of all that, but he was focused on - -  

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  on what he was doing? 

Appeared to be. Okay. And then let's - -  let's just go 

on then and - -  

MR. BURT: Well, - -  

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  what happened after 

that? 

MR. BURT: Well, basically, after I said that 

to him he - -  you know, I can't remember if he said, I 

know, or acknowledged that the control valve wasn't 

working right or whatever. But I brought his screen up 

again 'cause - -  I don't know why I did but I guess 

EXECUTIVE COURT REPORTERS, INC. 
(301) 565-0064 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 



2 5 3  

'cause he was staring so intently at it I'm like, 

"What ' s going on? '' 

So I brought his screen up again and I said 

something to him like, well, Kevin, there ain't no 

pressure at Ferndale. And he - -  he just kind of 

acknowledged and said, you know - -  he didn't really say 

anything again. He was just intently staring at it. 

Then he - -  he just kind of said, I think I got a 

problem, I'm closing - -  I'm closing all the block 

valves. And then that's what he did, I assume. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. So that - -  when you 

say you didn't notice any pressure at Ferndale, is that 

on a suction, discharge? 

MR. BURT: I don't remember. It was - -  when 

the stage - -  when the pump went down on low suction 

there was no pump running so it was across the board. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. SO it was a 

static - -  

MR. BURT: Right. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  pressure at Ferndale - -  

MR. BURT: Right. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  that you noticed? 

MR. BURT: And I just - -  I don't even 

remember what the pressure was. I remember thinking 

that it's low enough to where how could you run the 
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pump? 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And you mentioned that and 

he's immediate - -  his immediate response was, you know, 

I think I got a problem and I need to shut things down, 

or was there some - -  

MR. BURT: Well, that basically shut it down 

when that pump went down. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. 

MR. BURT: I mean that was - -  except for the 

booster pumps up Cherry Point and stuff, that was the 

only thing running. And he just - -  yeah, immediately. 

Like, yeah, I need to shut - -  I need - -  I'm going to 

close my block valves, then. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Yeah. I was - -  I mean 

what I was asking was between your - -  you know, this - -  

this - -  you noticing no pressure, you mentioning 

something, and his response, I was just trying to - -  

MR. BURT: Oh, yeah. That was immediate. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: I mean it was just an 

immediate - -  

MR. BURT: Yeah. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  right away? It Wasn't 

five minutes later or something? 

MR. BURT: NO. From - -  I ' d  say from the time 

that he got the alarm, you know, it was, you know, 
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within a minute or two. It wasn't very long. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And then he - -  he said he 

was - -  do you know what he did to shut the - -  the 

system down? No pumps were running, I guess. 

MR. BURT: He said - -  he told me he was going 

to close the block valves up there. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. And - -  and then 

what did - -  what happened at that point? 

MR. BURT: Well, tnen Ron Brentson somewhere 

right in that point walked into the room, and he went 

over and was conferring with Kevin and they were - -  I 

don't know what they were doing. They were over at one 

of the far screens, and it looked like they were 

trendsing something up or doing something, but you 

know, basically when Ron came in I went back to my 

pipeline 'cause I figured he doesn't need my help if 

Ron's there. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: When Ron come - -  came in, 

did he - -  did he appear like he knew already there was 

some problem that he was checking into? Or did - -  

MR. BURT: No. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: you know, Kevin say, hey 

Ron, I need to look - -  do you recall? 

MR. BURT: I don't recall. He just - -  I just 

remember him coming in and I remember him - -  him and 
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Kevin sitting over - -  over at the far screen together 

bringing trends or something up on it. I don't know 

exactly what but something. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And YOU couldn't over - -  

you didn't overhear or - -  

MR. BURT: No. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  their conversation? 

You went back to your - -  

MR. BURT: I went back to my screens and 

basically had my back to 'em. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. And then it - -  at 

what - -  I guess at that point did you - -  did you think 

you had a leak or what - -  what were your thoughts going 

through your - -  through your head at that point, Ron? 

MR. BURT: I didn't know what was wrong. All 

I knew was, you know, - -  I mean Kevin looked like he 

thought something was wrong. All I knew was that there 

wasn't much pressure up there and I was - -  thinking 

that, you know, what happened to the pressure? I mean 

how could he run that pump? 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: What - -  I mean what kinds 

of thoughts of what-ifs were going through your - -  

through your head? Anything? 

MR. BURT: Well, it all happened pretty 

quick. You didn't really have time to have what-ifs. 

EXECUTIVE COURT REPORTERS, INC. 
(301) 565-0064 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

1 2  

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

2 3  

2 4  

25 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

257 

I mean it's - -  then the phone rang, and it was, - -  

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. 

MR. BURT: - -  you know, Rick Kiene on the 

phone. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And YOU - -  YOU answered 

that call, is that correct? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And it was - -  was Rick 

that called in? 

MR. BURT: Rick called in, and he said 

something like, you know, I'm - -  he wanted to know if 

we had a pipeline up in Watcum Creek. You know, and I 

said yes, and he said that he was up there - -  I forget 

what he said - -  visiting a friend or something and that 

he was above the - -  the creek somewhere and that, you 

know, he said it looked to him like the - -  the creek 

was full of gasoline. And so I - -  I put him on hold 

for a second and told Ron and Kevin that and then went 

back on the phone with - -  with him. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: What were their - -  what 

was their response? 

MR. BURT: Just - -  I think Ron - -  YOU know, 

they'd already isolated the line by that time, I 

believe. I mean they had - -  I think they had the block 

holes going closed, so I think at that point - -  they 
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didn't really say anything to me. They just - -  I think 

Ron got up to go over and notify whoever, the manager 

or somebody, I guess. He - -  I believe he got up and 

left the room to go tell somebody. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Ron Brentson did? 

MR. BURT: I believe so. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. What did you - -  

what did you report back to Rick? Any - -  

MR. BURT: I just went back to Rick and tried 

to get some more details with exactly where he was and, 

you know, and then Rick said that he was going to go 

down towards the creek and see if he can see where the 

source was coming from. And then we kind of hung up 

the phone. And I can't remember if it hung or - -  it 

seems like he got cut off somehow 'cause I think he was 

on a cell phone. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. So at that point in 

time it was just you and Kevin now back in the control 

room? Ron Brentson had left? 

MR. BURT: Yeah. I can't remember exactly 

when he left, if he left - -  sometime right in there 

he'd left the control center 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. And what happened 

at that point in time? 

MR. BURT: Nothing, really. We just kind 
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of - -  I kept monitoring my line and Kevin was still 

busy trying to trend things up. We didn't really talk 

about anything. And then Rick called back, you know, 

and said he was - -  I don't know what he said. He said 

he was down closer to the creek or something. Then he 

said he'd seen it ignite, and he was basically running 

trying to get up the hill away from the creek. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. And you answered 

that call too, right? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. So you were - -  he 

was on the phone with you, I guess, when it ignited, 

more or less? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: So he got - -  he was 

evacuating the area? 

MR. BURT: Yeah. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. And then you - -  

were you still on the phone with him when you reported 

that on into home? Or what happened at that point I 

guess is my question. 

MR. BURT: He - -  he stayed on the phone while 

he was trying to run up this hill, I guess. It sounded 

l i k e  it was a hill. I mean he was breathing pretty 

hard. And then, you know, I don't know - -  I don't know 
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what happened. The phone hung up or something or I 

told him to get off it and get out of there. I - -  I 

can't remember exactly what happened, but you know, 

basically then - -  then things are kind of - -  I don't 

even remember what happened. I mean the room was 

filling full of people and, you know, we were making a 

lot of phone calls to get operators out and notify the 

chief of that area and lots of stuff like that. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. So were you - -  were 

you making phone calls then to - -  I mean - -  

MR. BURT: Yeah. I was making 'em. I - -  I 

think Kevin was making 'em, too. I don't know who 

else. I think Ron was back in the room by then. I 

think he just went out long enough to notify somebody 

and then came back in. And I don't remember for sure 

if he - -  I can't remember if he left the room to notify 

somebody or if he called 'em on the phone or what, but 

it seems like he left the room and came right back in. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And that was - -  was that - 

- that was right after they, I guess, determined that 

you - -  they had - -  you guys had a leak? 

MR. BURT: That was right after Rick called, 

yeah, the first time. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. So - -  

MR. BURT: Somewhere in there. 
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CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  YOU think he Went Off 

to notify people and you know - -  don't know who but - -  

MR. BURT: No. I - -  yeah, I don't know who. 

I assume Frank and it seemed like - -  I can't remember. 

I don't know. I can't remember, but it seemed like all 

of a sudden there was a lot of people coming in. I 

don't remember who came in or who didn't. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. Have you - -  have 

you ever reviewed the event log from the - -  the day of 

the accident from this time frame at all since the 

accident? 

MR. BURT: No. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Do you - -  let me - -  let me 

go back to kind of to where we - -  and just kind of ask 

you a little bit about if you were to restart the 

pipeline for - -  okay. Let's - -  let's go - -  you noticed 

all the pumps were shut down and then you shut down the 

Woodinville pump, okay? 

MR. BURT: Mm-hm. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Let's just go and say this 

is a hypothetical and you're the one looking at this 

section of - -  of pipeline. You know, what - -  what 

would you do to start checking into what might have 

happened and - -  and go about restarting the pipeline 

and how would that process work? 
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MR. BURT: I don't know. A lot of that just 

depends on what Kevin was seeing. I - -  I would assume 

he normally - -  you'd normally go through your, you 

know, alarms that had been coming in and - -  'cause when 

the computer came back up, I mean there was a lot of 

alarms coming in. It was like it was processing a lot 

of alarms. You know, generally then, I guess if you 

think everything looks okay you'd start - -  start the 

little pump up there and start to repressure it. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Did you see any of those 

- -  those alarms when you looked at the - -  

MR. BURT: I - -  

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  at the screen at all? 

MR. BURT: Nothing that I remember. I just 

remember pages and pages of alarms cycling through 

there. I mean they were going through so fast you 

couldn't hardly even read 'em. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. And you didn't go 

in and try and read all of 'em or look into 'em or - -  

MR. BURT: Just the ones I was bringing up 

because to - -  to acknowledge alarm you have to go to a 

station. And I was going to the different stations on 

my pipeline that, you know, might have given out an 

alarm and seeing if anything was wrong there and 

acknowledging that. 
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CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. So you - -  you go 

station by station then, more or less? You pull up 

that screen for the station, for example, and then 

you - -  you may have four or five alarms at that 

station? 

MR. BURT: You may, but I don't remember 

having hardly any alarms 'cause my line had been, you 

know, running normal. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. So most of these 

alarms were on his - 

MR. BURT: Yeah. You get a lot of alarms any 

time a pump shuts down or a valve closes or anything 

like that. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: What about - -  what about 

communication failures? Do they show up as an alarm? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And that does the same 

thing? That - -  that beeps and shows up as an alarm on 

your joint screen? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. All right. Let's 

just - -  let's just - -  and I'm - -  I'm not asking, I 

guess, specifics about this - -  this day now. I'm kind 

of in more of a general mode. You would - -  you would 

be reviewing those alarms and from those various alarms 
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then you could hopefully get a handle on what had 

caused those - -  those pumps to - -  to shut down and kind 

of - -  is that how you would approach that? 

MR. BURT: Yeah. And at the time it seemed 

like the - -  you know, I don't - -  I don't know if the 

alarms were, you know, were right. I mean the 

computers were down. I don't know if they were just - -  

I don't know. It's hard to explain. I mean they 

didn't - -  I didn't really go through 'em, so they - -  

yeah, generally, I would - -  I would go through the 

alarms and make sure there's nothing there. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And you're not sure if 

there wasn't, you know, extra alarms that really had no 

significance just because there were computer problems? 

You just - -  you just don't know? 

MR. BURT: I don't know. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. Let's - -  and let's 

go into the - -  into the restart type sequence and kind 

of walk me through that. You checked your alarms and 

now you're comfortable that you understand what 

happened and why - -  I'm assuming you would check the 

alarms and want to be comfortable that you knew what 

happened to bring the system down before you tried to 

start it back up, is that a correct assumption? 

MR. BURT: Yeah. I don't know if the alarms 
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You know, they're just basically telling that, you 

know, this pump shut down, you know, such a discharge 

valve cycle, whatever. That kind of thing. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. Yeah. I wasn't 

talking about the computer going down. I was talking 

about the system - -  

MR. BURT: Oh, the line? 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  pipeline going down. 

MR. BURT: Okay. Well, yeah, that's what I 

- -  that's what I would generally do. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. But you - -  you 

would - -  okay. Maybe - -  maybe I - -  maybe I didn't have 

a clear enough question there. You would want to be 

comfortable - -  maybe - -  maybe - -  maybe - -  would you 

want to be comfortable knowing what caused the line to 

shut down? Would that be important to you to restart 

it? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And YOU would definitely 

want to make sure, I would assume, or would you, that - 

- I guess maybe you wouldn't fully understand why it 

went down, but you would want to make sure that there 

wasn't some problem before you start it back up? Am 

I - -  am I talking two different things or am I talking 
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about the same thing? 

MR. BURT: No, I - -  I would want to do that, 

yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. And would you 

normally bring this to - -  to Ron's attention, Ron 

Brentson, before you were to restart your line? Is 

that something you would need to bring to your 

supervisor's attention? 

MR. BURT: I don't - -  I think - -  I guess that 

just depends on if you felt you knew why it shut down 

or not. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Would you bring it to his 

attention? 

MR. BURT: Today I would. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. I guess - -  I don't 

want to mischaracterize your answer. At that point in 

time you might bring the line back up or you - -  I mean 

with or without, depending upon what you found during 

your assessment? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: You wouldn't necessarily 

feel obligated in which case to get his approval before 

you restarted the line as of June 10th in your own 

mind? 

MR. BURT: Yeah, it depended on what you 
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found . 
CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. And then just - -  

let's just go through the process of starting the line 

back up. How do you - -  what's your - -  what's your - -  

where do you start? What do you look at? 

MR. BURT: Generally, you start it - -  you 

call Arco. We don't have control of their boosters. 

So you'd call Arc0 and have 'em bring on a booster 

pump. And then you'd bring on the Cherry Point pump. 

And then you'd bring on the pump at Ferndale. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: What are you looking at as 

you're bringing these pumps on line? 

MR. BURT: You're watching the flow rate and 

the pressure coming on down the line at that point. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. SO you're looking - 

- for example, you start the Cherry Point up? 

MR. BURT: You're looking for pressure to get 

Ferndale - -  

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: You're looking at 

discharge at Cherry Point and you're looking at the 

suction at Ferndale? 

MR. BURT: Suction at Ferndale. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And then when you're 

seeing pressure at Ferndale? 

MR. BURT: You would bring another pump 
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there. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And then YOU Just move on 

down the line? 

MR. BURT: Yeah. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. If - -  if you're in 

the process - -  and this may not even be a - -  a fair 

question, but are you looking at pressure ranges, for 

example, if you start at Cherry Point and then 

Ferndale, you know, is there a range of pressure you're 

expecting to see at Bayview? 

MR. BURT: At Bayview? 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Well, yeah. If you bring 

up Cherry Point. 

MR. BURT: Yeah. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: YOU know, your pressure 

builds at Ferndale, then you bring up Ferndale, then 

you're going to see a pressure at Bayview at some point 

coming into Bayview, right? 

MR. BURT: Yeah. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Is there a range of 

pressure you're looking for there that would make sense 

to you as you're starting the line back up? 

MR. BURT: Yeah. Not - -  not necessarily at 

Bayview because, I mean, basically, you're packing the 

whole line unless you've got valves closed. 
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CHAIRMAN BESHCRE: Okay. So you're looking 

at the pressure on past Bayview? 

MR. BURT: I mean I - -  you know, I'd be 

looking at, you know, Bayview just watching the 

pressures coming up as it should. I mean I don't look 

for a particular pressure. 

CHAIRMAN BESHCRE: Okay. SO you're not 

looking for a particular pressure at Bayview. Are you 

looking on down the stream? 

MR. BURT: Just - -  YOU know, I'm looking for 

a particular pressure to, you know, just to come up and 

hold. And then when it comes up to a certain amount 

then, you know, you'd be bringing on another pump. 

CHAIRMAN BESHCRE: Is there some number 

that - -  

MR. BURT: Well, generally, if - -  

CHAIRMAN BESHCRE: - -  you'd be looking for? 

MR. BURT: Well, generally, at Bayview you'd 

be probably looking at it at Allen because that's the 

next - -  you know, Bayview's just kind of a booster - -  

little booster pump. So generally, if you're going to 

start up the whole line you're going to be watching the 

pressure at Allen, and then when you get enough 

pressure you can bring on a pump there. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Would you bring on that 

EXECUTIVE COURT REPORTERS, INC. 
(301) 565-0064 



270 

pump before you brought on the booster at Bayview? 

MR. BURT: Generally. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. And what - -  all 

right. What would - -  what would a normal - -  what would 

a normal inlet pressure at Bayview be? 

MR. BURT: I don't know. With a normal - -  

normal shutdown, probably, I don't know, three or four 

hundred pounds maybe. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. I guess it depends 

- -  and it - -  and I realize that it depends on how your 

line's configured and all that kind of thing, but I was 

just wondering if when your line's running and you're 

pumping - -  pumping product - -  say you've got Bayview 

running as - -  

MR. BURT: Oh, while it's running? 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: What kind Of normal - -  

MR. BURT: It - -  it depends. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  inlet - -  is it going to 

vary considerably? Or is there some - -  

MR. BURT: It's going to vary. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  range there that's - -  

MR. BURT: NO, it varies quite a bit, you 

know. If you're going into Renton DF it seems like the 

pressure was pretty low at Bayview. And if you're 

going into Seattle and Field it'd be, you know, quite a 
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bit of pressure there. I mean it varies quite a bit. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. Now, as a 

controller you're also - -  you're also operating or 

introducing a drag-reducing agent, is that - -  is that 

correct? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Now, is that - _  1s that 

something that - -  do you guys have guidelines on when 

you're - -  when you're interjecting the drag-reducing 

agent and when you - -  when you quit? Is there 

something that tells you when to do these things? 

MR. BURT: Just as far as what product we can 

put it into and what product we can't. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. You can't put it 

into jet fuel? 

MR. BURT: Correct. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: The other products you can 

put it into? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: But I guess I'm - -  I'm - -  

my question's a little more maybe - -  maybe general than 

that. In terms of - -  is there guidance on when you 

should be injecting drag-reducing agent? 

MR. BURT: Just - -  nothing - -  just history 

type of guidance of when we need it and when we think 
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we don't. There's nothing to say you - -  you will it in 

here, you won't put it in there. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. So you're - -  you ' re 

- -  you're looking at your pressure profile and, you 

know, you're - -  maybe you're packing a little bit of 

something. You may decide to interject or inject, 

excuse me, a drag-reducing agent? 

MR. BURT: Yeah. Or a lot of times it's 

based on, you know, what are you going to be doing in 

eight hours? Because it takes a while for that stuff 

to react. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Would it - -  is there 

normally - -  in your preference, is it normally 

something to - -  to be injecting as much as possible? 

MR. BURT: Not as much as possible. Just as 

much as you think you need to - -  to go the rate. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. If you're - -  if 

you're - -  switching, for example, from Renton to - -  

to - -  what's the - -  the Arc0 refinery? If you're 

switching into the Arc0 refinery, is that something 

you're going to reduce the injection of drag-reducing 

agent to make that switch? 

MR. BURT: No, the refineries don't really 

have anything to do with it. You know, it's - -  it's - -  

it's used more than - -  I mean it's used on the main 
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line more than anything. It's used on the other lines 

a little bit - -  than the - -  it doesn't have anything to 

do with really what refinery you're coming out of. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: NO, I was thinking in 

terms of - -  more in terms of what you're delivering 

into. Well, yeah, what I'm getting at is if you're 

switching delivery locations, is - -  you know, is there 

some procedural reason why you would quit - -  quit 

injecting the drag-reducing agent? 

MR. BURT: None except for turbine fuel 

coming. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. All right. SO YOU 

would stop if you got jet coming down - -  

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Well, what happens when 

you quit injecting the drag-reducing agent? 

MR. BURT: Over a length of time the pressure 

starts building. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Is that a fairly quick 

process or does it take some period of time? 

MR. BURT: It takes quite a while. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: NOW. YOU - -  YOU - -  You've 

been a - -  been a controller for a long time. Let's go 

back to, if we could, to - -  just a couple general 

questions. When - -  when repairs are made to the 
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pipeline, how - -  how do the controllers - -  how do the 

controllers know that a potential repair's going to be 

made? Is there a line outage sheet that you guys are 

given? I mean how does that process work where you're 

notified of potential line that's being shut down? 

MR. BURT: You mean like a line's going to be 

shut down so a repair can be made, something like that? 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Right, right. A scheduled 

repair, not a - -  not an emergency repair. 

MR. BURT: Generally, there's a - -  a write- 

up, I guess, made on it and given to us. It depends on 

what the repair is, though. Sometimes, you know, they 

just say, you know, we're going to do this repair. If 

it's anything lengthy that, you know, has something to 

do with how they want us to shut the line down, that 

kind of thing, then they'll give us a write-up on it. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. I'm not - -  I'm not 

making my - -  my questions very clear, and I apologize 

for that. And it depends on the - -  the type of repair, 

I'm sure, that's going to be made, but if the line is 

going to be taken down and place out of service, is 

there some form that's generated that comes in to you 

all or is that just - -  you're told by the paperwork at 

the beginning of your shift, for example, that the 

line's going to be shut down at 400 - -  4:OO to do this? 
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MR. BURT: Yeah, it'll - -  it'll say on the 

schedule it's going to be shut down. Generally, we'll 

get a - -  you know, ahead of time an e-mail that, you 

know, in two or three days this work's going to be 

done. But there's not an actual form that I can think 

of that's filled out and sent to us. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. Do you know - -  do 

they - -  do they - -  and maybe you don't know, but do 

they shut the line down to fill in sleeves - -  repair 

sleeves on the pipeline? 

MR. BURT: I don't know. If - -  I don't know. 

It seems like a lot of that stuff they don't shut down 

but they reduce pressure. I don't know exactly what 

they do that for and what they don't. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. And for a pressure 

reduction, obviously, you guys are aware that they - -  

you have to reduce the pressure on a certain section? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And then you - -  you 

configure the system however you have to for the 

pressure reduction, correct? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. Let's talk about a 

couple of - -  of - -  of issues around - -  around Bayview 

Station and the installation of the facility. And did 
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you have any - -  any input in the design of the 

facility? 

MR. 

CHA 

in operations 

BURT: No. 

Rl" BESHORE: Did 'OU notice any ch 

or any additional concerns once the 

facility was commissioned? 

MR. BURT: There was concerns about the 

reduction of pressure that we were allowed to go 

through Bayview with. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. Because Of the 

design and the - -  the valves being - -  the facility 

nges 

being rated to a lower pressure, is that what you're - -  

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. Did - -  did these 

concerns - -  I mean how did those concerns manifest 

themselves operationally? Did you - -  did you have some 

problems trying to operate the pipeline as a result of 

the facility? 

MR. BURT: Yeah, there were - -  you know, 

there was a more shut-downs due to it probably until we 

learned what we could do and what we couldn't do, I 

guess. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: By shut-downs, are YOU 

talking about the block valve in the Bayview closing? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 
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CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And did that happen to you 

while you were operating the system at some point in 

time? 

MR. BURT: I don't really recall. I mean I'm 

sure it did but I don't remember it happening. Most of 

the time that Bayview was running I was training 

somebody and we most of the times went away from it. I 

went to - -  you know, basically went to the line that 

didn't involve Bayview. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Oh, okay. You were 

training somebody else so - -  

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  when YOU were doing 

that training you wanted to train them on the other 

part of the system? 

MR. BURT: Yeah, I wanted them to, you know, 

become familiar with the paperwork and the other stuff 

before they got involved with Bayview. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Was that because Of some 

additional operational difficulties that were going on 

with Bayview? 

MR. BURT: Yeah 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. 'Cause it was - -  it 

was hard to learn, I guess? 

MR. BURT: Sure. 
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CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Did - -  and there were 

several e-mails, and I - -  I have 'em if we want to talk 

about 'em, but my questions are - -  are general, I 

think. And concerning a control valve issue at 

Bayview, are you familiar with that - -  with that issue 

in terms of control valves and such and set pressures? 

MR. BURT: I don't - -  you know, I heard 

things about control valves fighting each other and 

stuff, but I don't sound familiar with it. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. Let's back up, I 

guess, to valve - -  the valve closing, the block valve 

at Bayview. You don't recall a specific time that that 

happened to you while you were operating the system 

or - -  or do you? 

MR. BURT: I don't recall an exact time, but 

I'm sure it must have happened. But I don't - -  I can't 

- -  I can't picture, yeah, this happening this date. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Well, I guess my - -  my 

question was if you could recall what was - -  what was 

going on at the time on the system that you were doing 

that - -  when this happened? 

MR. BURT: I don't remember. It seems like, 

you know, Bayview depleted Allen Station on a power 

bump or something like that. You know, send a surge of 

pressure that would close that valve, something like 
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that. I don't recall exactly, though. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Now. did YOU - -  did YOU 

guys discuss these - -  these concerns amongst - -  amongst 

the controllers? I mean was this something that was 

verbalized between you all? 

MR. BURT: Yeah, we - -  yeah, I'd say we 

discussed it. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: I mean did ever ~- all the 

other - -  the controllers that you discussed it with 

share - -  I mean was this a universal concern amongst 

the folks that - -  

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Did others share with your 

their experiences when the valve closed and what they 

were trying to do? 

MR. BURT: I'm sure they did, but I don't 

remember any incidences or exact conversations about 

that. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. SO YOU don't recall 

the specific times or when this happened or what was 

going on? 

MR. BURT: Not really, no. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Did - -  did you guys - -  did 

you, I guess, ever report this to - -  to anybody in 

terms of it was a concern of yours? 
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MR. BURT: Again, I don't remember any exact 

incidences but I'm - -  seems like, yeah, I'd report it 

to Ron Brentson when he came in the room if I'd had a 

problem with it. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Did YOU send him an e-mail 

at any point? Do you recall that? 

MR. BURT: I don't think I did. I think it 

was more just telling him this is what happened, you 

know, that kind of thing. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Would - -  I mean would - -  I 

guess would you view this as kind of a big concern? 

MR. BURT: It was - -  it was a concern because 

it was uncomfortable to operate, but I wouldn't have 

felt - -  I - -  I didn't feel like it was a dangerous 

concern. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. But in terms of 

operations, I mean when this - -  when this upset 

happened and this valve closed, I mean it causes - -  

doesn't it cause a controller kind of some grief - -  

MR. BURT: Oh, sure. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  in terms O f  what you've 

got to go through to get back on line and stuff? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. So that's your - -  

that's what you characterized, I guess, is discomfort 
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or whatever as - -  operationally but not necessarily 

safety? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Did you have any other 

operational concerns with the - -  the Bayview facility 

that you can think of that come to mind now? 

MR. BURT: Not that I can - -  I can think of 

except just that it was, you know, it was different. 

It was something we weren't used to so you had to 

really think about what you were going to do every 

time. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Were you given guidance on 

the differences in, you know, Bayview as opposed to 

what you were normally used to in operations? I mean 

did you receive training? 

MR. BURT: You know, there was some, you 

know, blueprints on the wall we can look over and that 

kind of stuff. And you know, there wasn't like an 

actual classroom session or nothing like that. You 

know, they had a field trip up there that they took us 

up there and showed us around. That kind of stuff. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. Well, you're - -  

you're - -  you're - -  you know, you're an experienced 

guy. You've been in there for a long time. I mean do 

you feel like you're comfortable by reviewing the 
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blueprints that - -  that you know what you need to know 

to - -  to fully operate that and .understand that 

facility? 

MR. BURT: Yeah, 'cause I mean it's still 

just valve swings and, you know, this is how much 

pressure you can do there and, you know, it's just how 

long it takes the valve to swing and these are 

sequenced and, you know, that kind of stuff. It just 

took - -  you know, the rest of it we knew by heart, this 

is what happens. Bayview you had to stop and make 

sure, you know, you know what's going to happen before 

you did anything. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Would you consider it 

trickier to - -  I mean - -  

MR. BURT: Yes. Just because of being 

unfamiliar with it. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Did YOU become more - -  

more familiar and more comfortable with it in the six 

months ? 

MR. BURT: I never really did because I never 

really went over there. But - -  

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. Fair enough. What 

about - -  what about procedures? Did - -  did - -  did - -  

was the procedures updated to reflect the - -  the 

facility at Bayview? I mean the - -  the procedures you 
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were given as a controller to follow. 

MR. BURT: The procedures as far as how the 

valves swing and all that kind of stuff? Or - -  

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Yeah. The procedures for 

controlling the pipeline, and I - -  you know, maybe I'm 

talking more generic rather than specific. Were 

there - -  were there specific procedural changes that 

were necessary that were developed because of the 

installation at Bayview that you're aware of? 

MR. BURT: I don't know if they were 

developed, but there was, you know, there was a - -  a 

place in the intranet that you could go to and, you 

know, look up how the valves swung, what valve is 

sequenced with what valve, that kind of stuff. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Was there any - -  and you 

don't - -  I mean you - -  it may have been mentioned. You 

said to - -  to Ron Brentson these - -  some of these 

concerns. What - -  what was his - -  you know, what was 

his response to you? 

MR. BURT: He seemed concerned, too. You 

know, it seems like I, you know, heard him saying that 

he's voicing our concerns at meetings. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Was there ever any - -  any 

resolution to these concerns that you feel like 

happened to your satisfaction? 
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MR. BURT: No, not really. 

(Pause) 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Let's talk about training 

just a little bit if we - -  if we could. Ron, have 

you - -  have you had any recent - -  I asked you about 

since Bayview, but I mean have you had any other recent 

- -  do you guys have an ongoing training education 

program that - -  that you're retrained, you know, 

refresher things like that up to June loth, ' 9 9 ?  

MR. BURT: Again, nothing that's really, you 

know, I would say classroom type of stuff. Just, you 

know, on - -  you know, on-the-job type of stuff. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And you were training 

others at this point in time - -  so in recent - -  recent 

times, is that correct? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Do you have - -  did you 

have annual performance reviews and this kind of thing 

to feedback your - -  get feedback from your supervision? 

MR. BURT: I personally haven't had one for 

quite a while. But - -  

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Do you recall how long 

that had been? 

MR. BURT: Quite a few years. I don't know 

exactly how many, but quite a few years. 
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CHAIRMAN BESHORE: So it had been a while 

since you sat down with your supervisor and went 

through that process? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: There was - -  was there an 

informal process? I mean maybe it wasn't a review 

but - -  

MR. BURT: No, not really. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: HOW was - -  how was Ron as 

a supervisor? How would you characterize his 

management approach, management style? 

MR. BURT: Oh, I thought he was, you know, 

very knowledgeable. He was, you know, a guy that you 

could call at, you know, any time and he would, you 

know, be there to help you if you wanted. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Was he receptive to - -  to 

suggestions, input from you all? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: He - -  he was easily 

approachable? 

MR. BURT: Easily, yeah. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. So you liked 

working for him? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: How was - -  how's - -  how 
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was morale around the - -  the office? 

MR. BURT: I don't know. As far as the 

control center I think it was generally pretty good. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: So the - -  okay. Was there 

a general sense of frustration about some of these 

concerns with Bayview? I mean was this something that 

caused everybody some frustration? 

MR. BURT: Oh, yeah. As far as Bayview was 

concerned, yeah. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. Do you know - -  do 

you know why - -  what was actually done to try and 

investigate what was really going on at the facility 

and - -  and what - -  what, if anything, needed to be 

changed to help you guys out with the operational 

concerns? 

MR. BURT: I don't know any specifics. It 

seems like they went up there and, you know, did a lot 

of work with the control valves and, I don't know, 

trying different things with 'em. And it seems like 

they were up there quite a few times, you know, 

calibrating surge reliefs and that kind of stuff. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: But YOU don't remember 

specific times or specific reasons for those? 

MR. BURT: NO. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: What about - -  I just had a 
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question and I totally lost my train of thought, so - -  

(Pause) 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: I'll come back to that in 

a little bit. 

(Pause) 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Oh. The way in which 

Bayview is configured, can you - -  can you explain how 

- -  could you reopen that valve from the control center 

once it did close, the inlet relief - -  the inlet - -  the 

inlet block valve into the Bayview Station? 

MR. BURT: I believe we could. I believe it 

was just a shut-down that we could reopen. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Did that depend on whether 

- -  on how it shut down, whether it was a - -  overall 

facility shut-down? Do you recall? 

MR. BURT: I don't remember, to tell you the 

truth, exactly what it was. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. I think I'm going 

to go ahead at this point and see if Cliff has any 

questions. Cliff? 

(Pause) 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Yeah, let's take a quick 

break. Okay. Go off the record. 

(Brief recess) 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: All right. Cliff, let's 
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go ahead if you have some questions. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: Hi, Ron. I'm Cliff 

Zimmerman. I'm going to change the subject and explore 

some other areas for a few minutes. Are you familiar 

with the 0 & M manual for - -  for Olympic Pipeline? 

MR. BURT: The OMPM? 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: Yeah. What - -  what - -  what 

exactly is it called? 

MR. BURT: OMPM. Operation, maintenance, and 

procedure manual. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: And does it have the 

procedures in it that you follow in the control center? 

MR. BURT: Yeah, for the most part. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: How - -  how detailed is it - -  

yes, I know you can't write everything, but how - -  how 

detailed is it as far as responses to abnormal 

operating conditions, for instance? 

MR. BURT: It's fairly detailed, I guess. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: Does it - -  does it tell you 

when you see certain conditions that you're supposed to 

take certain actions? Is it that detailed? 

MR. BURT: On some things, yes. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: Have you spent quite a bit of 

time reading that manual? 

MR. BURT: Prior to June loth? 
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MR. ZIMMERMAN: Yes. 

MR. BURT: Not really. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: Was it revised prior to June 

loth? 

MR. BURT: I believe so. They were, you 

know, supposedly revising it constantly here and there. 

I - -  I think it was. I don't know exactly. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: We understand from one of the 

other people we were talking to that there was a new 0 

& M manual put into effect in March of 1999 just before 

a DOT audit, and it was basically a Texaco - -  Texaco 

Transportation Company manual that was updated with, 

you know, Olympic's name and then put into place. Do 

you recall that occurring? 

MR, BURT: Yeah, it seems like I remember 

they were doing that. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: And what kinds of - -  what 

kinds of changes in the procedures resulted from that 

change? 

MR. BURT: I don't know. I don't remember. 

I can't - -  I don't know exactly what changes were made. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: DO YOU - -  do YOU seem to 

recall in general that the procedure manuals were the 

same ? 

MR. BURT: In general they were probably the 
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same. I mean there was more stuff added to it, I 

guess, but I don't know the specifics of what was added 

and what wasn't. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: Well, again, I - -  I recognize 

that - -  you know, like I'm not asking for a sheet-by- 

sheet comparison. I know we can't do that now, but - -  

MR. BURT: It seemed generally the same to 

me, but the same type of stuff. 

(Pause) 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: Did anyone do any training on 

that manual with you? 

MR. BURT: Not that I can remember. 

(Pause) 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: How - -  how often did you run 

the - -  the 16-inch line that utilized Bayview Station? 

How often would you actually run that line? Weekly 

or - -  

MR. BURT: Well, the general - -  

MR. ZIMMERMAN: - -  once a month? 

MR. BURT: The general procedure was every 

other day you switched lines. But either - -  either 

line could utilize Bayview. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: Either line? Either the 16- 

inch or? 

MR. BURT: Or the 20-inch. 
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MR. ZIMMERMAN: Or the 20-inch? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: So did you operate Bayview 

Station often then while you were operating either one 

of those lines? 

MR. BURT: I didn't because I was training 

that guy, so I basically, you know, would go to the 

line that wasn't dealing with Bayview. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: Does that mean that you would 

trade with the other guy that was - -  the other operator 

that was on duty so that you could - -  you could train 

on the line that - -  that didn't have Bayview operating? 

MR. BURT: Yeah. Generally, when you're 

training somebody you got the leeway of taking whatever 

line you want. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: Oh. 

MR. BURT: It doesn't go to the every-other- 

day thing. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: Okay. I understand now. 

Now, since you rarely took that line did you gain any 

familiarity with the valve closings at Bayview by 

talking to your fellow controllers? 

MR. BURT: Yeah, I - -  I can't remember if 

they'd mention it or not. I mean I - -  I heard about 

'em closing here and there. 
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MR. ZIMMERMAN: What kind of problems did 

they - -  would - -  did they indicate they were having on 

the line? Maybe there were - -  there were more than one 

thing going on, I really don't know. But what kind of 

issues they - -  they discovered? 

MR. BURT: Like I said at one point, it seems 

like they were having an issue with the control valves 

fighting each other. And you know, but a lot of the 

issues was just when you lose a pump downstream of 

Bayview, say at Allen, well, the pressures there would 

head and spike up and shut that - -  that valve. 

(Pause) 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: Did Ron voice some concerns 

about - -  about the - -  the meetings that he - -  that he 

needed to - -  to effect changes that would help operate 

the pipeline better, you mentioned that earlier, who - -  

who would be the person that would fix those problems? 

Do you know? 

MR. BURT: I don't know who the exact person 

would be. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: NO, not experts. I didn't 

mean that. I meant who in the - -  in the operations 

organization would be responsible for going out there 

and effecting changes at Olympic? 

MR. BURT: I don't know if there was an exact 
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person. I assume they would sit around and have their 

meeting and discuss it and come up with a plan of 

attack. Who would actually, you know, initiate the 

change, I don't - -  I'm not sure. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: When - -  when you had a 

problem with a particular facility not operating 

correctly, would you call out a technician yourself or 

would you go through the supervisor if you recognized 

that something wasn't operating properly? 

MR. BURT: It depends on what the problem 

was. Sometimes we'd - -  generally, we would call out a 

field operator first and they would determine if they 

needed a mechanic, an electrician, or whatever they 

need out there. But generally, our first call would be 

to a field operator. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: Okay. And if they did need a 

mechanic or technician, who was empowered to call those 
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MR. BURT: Usually the field operator would 

call 'em 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: Oh, okay. 

(Pause) 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: When YOU did have any 

abnormal operations on any of the lines, what - -  what 

was your procedure for reporting - -  recording those? 
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MR. BURT: Depends on what - -  what the 

abnormal problem was. You know, there was, you know, 

generally, depending on what it was, you'd call your 

supervisor. That depends on what it was, you know. I 

don't think you'd call 'em on every one. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: Would you record all of 'em? 

Were any methods there to record? 

MR. BURT: They had - -  Aqualon used what they 

called a outage log, and you're supposed to record 'em 

in there. And it wasn't just abnormal, it was anything 

that affected, you know, lost revenue or that kind of 

thing, a pump shutting down or anything. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: Did you - -  where were those 

outage logs kept? 

MR. BURT: There was a book in the control 

center. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: There were individual sheets 

on each item that you made a report on? Is that - -  

MR. BURT: Yeah, there was a sheet with, 

like, individual lines that you'd fill out. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: So it wasn't a separate sheet 

for each outage? It wasn't that big of a form? 

MR. BURT: NO. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: Has that procedure been 

changed? 
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MR. BURT: Yes, we went back to our old 

procedure of keeping a log book. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: Okay. What type - -  what type 

of book is that? 

MR. BURT: It's like a spiral notebook. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: Spiral notebook? And so, you 

just - -  do you - -  do you just put in the words, what - -  

what the issue is - -  specific format to report things 

on? 

MR. BURT: Yeah. 

(Pause) 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: Did the company have a - -  

well, let me - -  let me start - -  did - -  do you have any 

control when a main computer is switching to the backup 

computer? Do you have any control - -  

MR. BURT: While it's switching? 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: While it's switching. And 

how long does that switch-over period take? 

MR. BURT: Generally, just a few seconds. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: A few seconds? 

(Pause) 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: Does the company have a - -  a 

policy of how long to run without communications? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: What is that policy? 
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MR. BURT: I believe it's at an operating 

facility one hour. At a, like, pump station type of 

thing three hours. That kind of thing. Then you have 

to have it manned. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: If YOU don't have - -  does 

that mean you wouldn't have any communications, any 

feedback, from - -  from any device at that station you'd 

be allowed to operate it for an hour? 

MR. BURT: Well, you'd have battery backup 

till the batteries go dead. You could - -  you would get 

information back. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: Oh, okay. So the power's out 

then, but you still have communications with the - -  

MR. BURT: Yes. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: But those are two different 

things. Tell me about the difference between - -  

MR. BURT: Well, - -  

MR. ZIMMERMAN: - -  power being out and being 

on battery backup and not having any communication? 

MR. BURT: Well, if you just lose 

communications, no, you don't - -  you can't see any 

devices there. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: Right. 

MR. BURT: If you lose power, you have 

communications for a certain amount of time till they 
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go out, too. But I'm not sure what that time is. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: SO - -  SO if YOU actually have 

total loss of communication with that station, is there 

a company policy on that? 

MR. BURT: Yeah. Like I said, an hour for 

operating facilities and like three hours for a pump 

station. I believe that's what it is. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: Is that something that - -  

that you recall being written in the - -  in the 

operations manual also? 

MR. BURT: Yeah. Yeah. Yeah, I'm sure it's 

in there. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: Were you ever - -  

(Pause) 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: Were you ever given any 

training on the operations manual, not - -  not just the 

new one but on the older one? 

MR. BURT: Just, you know, from my original 

training. I mean there's on-the-job type of training 

when I was being trained in there. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: And did - -  did you have any 

retraining sessions over the years? 

MR. BURT: Not in that. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: But did you have retraining 

sessions in - -  regarding other issues related to 
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operating the pipeline? 

MR. BURT: I don't know about issues. There 

was some hydraulic classes we were given and there was 

a leak detection class we went to in Houston. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: Any other formal training 

that they got some of the controllers together and, you 

know, staged training or any - -  anything? 

MR. BURT: NO, not really. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: Okay. Thank you. That's all 

I have for right now. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Jerry? 

MR. SCHAU: Just one question, Ron. The 

procedures for Bayview. You said that when they 

brought Bayview up you had blueprints on the walls and 

from what you were describing it sounded like the valve 

swings and all that at Bayview are pretty well detailed 

in the procedure manual. Is that correct? 

MR. BURT: I believe they were in there when 

Bayview started, yeah. 

MR. SCHAU: So you could - -  somebody said 

earlier that the procedures were done in October. 

Bayview didn't start till December. So there were - -  

but you - -  you must have looked at those procedures and 

you were comfortable with 'em from reviewing 'em that 

you could understand how Bayview was operating or how 
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it's supposed to operate? 

MR. BURT: Yeah, I didn't have - -  you know, 

the uncomfortable part was most stations I can look and 

I know what valves by sight. Bayview I had to actually 

look 'em up and - -  

MR. SCHAU: And trace 'em - -  

MR. BURT: - -  and trace 'em and that kind of 

thing. 

MR. SCHAU: Do you know if you were running 

DRA on June loth? 

MR. BURT: I don't remember. 

MR. SCHAU: YOU don't - -  

MR. BURT: More than likely some place I was 

on my line. 

MR. SCHAU: D o  you know what the other line 

was? 

MR. BURT: I don't. 

MR. SCHAU: All I have. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Johnny? 

MR. PARRISH: Nothing, 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Patti? 

MS. IMHOF: Maybe I misunderstood, Ron. I 

was just - -  Allen keeps saying that you've been a 

controller for a long time or - -  keeps saying. But you 

said that a couple of times. And I thought I 

EXECUTIVE COURT REPORTERS, INC. 
(301) 565-0064 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 



300 

understood that you started in that position in '97. 

MR. BURT: '87. 

MS. IMHOF: ' 8 7 ,  oh. Okay. That was what I 

totally didn't understand. That is a long time. Okay. 

So you were working for Olympic and you were 

in the control room back when the Dacon U project was 

going on where we were working - -  on that? 

MR. BURT: Okay. 

(Laughter) 

MS. IMHOF: Did that mean anything to you or 

were you aware the work was going on? Did you know 

that our company, IMCO, was working there? 

MR. BURT: I don't remember hearing that, no. 

MS. IMHOF: Okay. So there wasn't any 

interaction between your work in the control room and 

any kind of excavation that was going on in the 

neighborhood of - -  

MR. BURT: There might have been. I don't 

remember it, though. 

MS. IMHOF: All right. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Peter? 

MR. KATCHMAR: Yes. Hi, Ron. Really Just 

one questions 'cause these guys have been pretty 

thorough with you. In the field when - -  when they're 

going to lock out a piece of equipment, do they contact 
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and coordinate that with the operations control center? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

MR. KATCHMAR: Okay. Are you aware of any 

piece of equipment, safety equipment, at Bayview ever 

being locked out, personally? 

MR. BURT: Not that I can remember. 

MR. KATCHMAR: Okay. All right. That's all 

I have. 

MR. SMYTH: Hi, Ron. Geoff Smyth. I just 

wanted to ask two more questions, kind of what Patti 

was going down. You mentioned that if they're going to 

- -  or Allen - -  someone mentioned about if they're going 

to put a band on the pipeline you would have a low 

pressure situation. You would operate the pipeline in 

a low pressure condition? Is - -  certain excavations 

might be low pressure? 

MR. BURT: I - -  I don't know - -  I don't know 

what's going on in the field when they do them, but 

there are times they call us and say that we can only 

have 300 pounds here for whatever reason. 

MR. SMYTH: And do you have records of that? 

Is that kept like on a - -  on a record that it's lowered 

because of a field situation and not because of a 

operational situation like something to do with the 

pipeline? Maybe the product you're putting through 
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there more as opposed to there's something - -  we have 

something going on in the field and you need to lower 

it. Is that defined somewhere? 

MR. BURT: Not unless they do it in the 

field. 

MR. SMYTH: Okay. 

MR. BURT: Or unless somebody put it on an 

outage form. 

MR. SMYTH: So when you see it you just said 

between these hours I must operate at some - -  some 

pressure, and you - -  and you realize it's something 

going on out in the field? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

MR. SMYTH: But from - -  from what you 

understand, if a pipeline was to be exposed during some 

excavation, in your best knowledge, would you get - -  

understand that you might operate that pipeline at a 

lower pressure? 

MR. BURT: While it's exposed? 

MR. SMYTH: Correct. 

MR. BURT: It's possible. I don't know. 

MR. SMYTH: You wouldn't know if it was 

exposed or not? You would just know that you're 

operating at a lower pressure due to the field? 

MR. BURT: Well, a lot of times they tell us, 
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but we don't necessarily know. I don't remember every 

time whether it's lower the pressure 'cause it's 

exposed or lower the pressure 'cause they're welding or 

what. 

MR. SMYTH: Right. 

MR. BURT: I don't remember exactly why they 

do it. Yeah, generally, when they call they tell us 

what work they're doing. 

MR. SMYTH: Okay. Because during the - -  

during the Dacon U construction project the - -  your - -  

the pipeline was exposed for days. So I'm curious to 

know that if that was the case maybe on one of your 

shifts you would have realized that the whole day 

you've - -  you operated that pipeline at a lower 

pressure? 

MR. BURT: I don't remember doing it on my 

shift. 

MR. SMYTH: Okay. Okay. And then the last 

question that I have, on the leak detection what - -  you 

had a class in Houston, you said? 

MR. BURT: That was just - -  that was on 

general leak detection. 

MR. SMYTH: So that person that you were 

training, the new person, did they have that same 

class? Do all - -  did Olympic send all their operators 
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who were coming on early to a similar leak detection 

class or - -  or how - -  

MR. BURT: Not necessarily. 

MR. SMYTH: So then, if you were an operator, 

is it expected that you would have a leak detection 

class? 

MR. BURT: I don't know if it's expected, 

but, you know - -  you know, we went because I guess the 

opportunity was there, but I wouldn't say everybody 

that's trained had a leak detection class. 

MR. SMYTH: Do you think they should? From 

an - -  being an operator, do you think that's - -  do you 

think it's important that you would go to a leak 

detection class? 

MR. BURT: Personally, I think that as long 

as you've discussed with 'em what a leak looks like I 

don't think the class does much more than that. 

MR. SMYTH: Okay. That - -  that's all I have. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Linda? 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: Hi. Who - -  who was it 

that you were training over those months that you 

talked about? You referred to a couple times. 

MR. BURT: Tracy - -  Tracy Greene. 

(Pause) 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: Ron, have you ever had 
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the Scata slow-down occur before June loth? Was that 

ever a problem before? 

MR. BURT: I don't remember it being a 

problem, no. 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: You don't recall having a 

slow response time with the Scata before June loth? 

MR. BURT: Well, it depends on what you mean 

by that. I mean there were times when it would take an 

extra couple seconds to bring back data, but it wasn't 

like - -  like what happened on June 10th. 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: Have you ever had both 

the computers fail at the same time before June loth? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: How - -  in what time 

period prior to that? 

MR. BURT: I don't - -  several years. 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: You mean it happened 

several years ago? 

MR. BURT: Before June loth, yes. 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: One time? 

MR. BURT: Well, the one time they didn't 

fail. There was a power outage that basically shut off 

all the power to Renton so there was no computers. The 

other time was shortly after they first put in the 

Scata system. And there - -  I don't remember what 
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happened. There was some kind of a problem. 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: HOW did YOU respond to 

the computer failure those other two times that may 

have been different or similar to what happened on June 

loth? In other words, you know, did you, you know, 

involve a supervisor and a decision to restart the line 

after the failure? Or how was it different? 

MR. BURT: I think when the power outage 

occurred that the supervisor was there most of the 

time. I don't remember - -  I don't remember exactly, 

but the time before that it was like late at night and 

the supervisor came down and basically got the computer 

going again. 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: Came - -  the supervisor 

came down 'cause you called him? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

(Pause) 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: I wondered if you could 

help me understand a little bit more about the - -  the 

valves, the relief valve and the - -  the block valve. I 

- -  I'm kind of having trouble understanding the 

sequence of events. You said that it seemed like the 

sequence of events would be there'd be a pressure surge 

from Allen and then, you know, ultimately there'd be 

the blocked valve closure. You also said that you have 
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looked at the blueprints so you have an understanding 

of where the relief valves or closure valves are at the 

Bayview Station. When a relief valve opens to relieve, 

does that set off an alarm at your station - -  at your 

computer station? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: Is it a visual thing O L  

an audio thing? 

MR. BURT: Both. 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: It's both? How about 

when the blocked valve closed? Same thing? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: Okay. Are there other - -  

so - -  so when you're coming up - -  when this pressure 

surge is coming back from the Allen Station but prior 

to the surge or the pressure increasing to the point 

that it closes the blocked valve, are there other 

relief valves sort of in the system, the pipeline 

system, that it would have to - -  the pressure surge 

would, you know, go through before it gets to that 

point? If that - -  does that make any sense? It's like 

I'm - -  

MR. BURT: Do you mean are there - -  

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: - -  a non-engineer so I 

know I'm not asking this - -  
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MR. BURT: Are there relief valves between 

Allen and Bayview? 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: Right. 

MR. BURT: No. Just at Bayview. 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: No, within Bayview. 

Within Bayview. 

MR. BURT: Oh, I think there's - -  yeah, I 

think there's a - -  an incoming relief valve and an 

outgoing, and I think there's a relief valve inside 

Bayview some place. 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: So at least three relief 

valves and then - -  

MR. BURT: Something like that. 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: - -  and then a blocked 

valve? And would - -  in the sequence of events, when 

the pressure surges from Allen, you know, would you 

typically get an alarm that's showing that the 

different relief valves are relieving prior to the 

blocked valve closing? 

MR. BURT: Well, some - -  generally, it 

happens almost simultaneously. I mean it happens all 

at once. 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: Okay. 

MR. BURT: 'Cause the surge goes through so 

fast. 
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MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: Like how fast? 

MR. BURT: You know, I've heard the speed of 

sound. I don't know. I can't tell you miles per hour. 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: Mm-hm. S O ,  I'm not 

trying to put words in your mouth, but you - -  you - -  

typically, when this sequence of events would happen 

you would get an alarm on the relief valves, the three 

relief valves and then the blocked closure - -  blocked 

valve closure? So they all happen? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: Okay. 

MR. BURT: If it triggers the relief valves. 

Sometimes if you go through so fast that it may just 

trigger 'em for a second. And then as the pressure 

comes down then they go off. 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: Okay. 

(Pause) 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: Have you ever, in the 

period of time that you have been a controller and 

operator, had a - -  the leak detection alarm go off? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: And have you ever had it 

go off because it did detect a leak? 

MR. BURT: No. 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: So you've had it go off 
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and it - -  it would be a false alarm? 

MR. BURT: I don't know if I'd say it was a 

false alarm. It was - -  back then they had it fine- 

tuned so tight that it would pick up any deviation in 

meters or stuff like that. 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: What - -  what does "back 

then" mean? 

MR. BURT: Before June 10th. 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: Okay. SO how many times 

do you think that that happened to you personally? 

MR. BURT: I don't know. I don't know. I 

have no idea. 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: Five? 

MR. BURT: Maybe. 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: lo? 

MR. BURT: Probably not, no. 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: Five in how many years? 

MR. BURT: I don't know. I don't know how 

long that thing was installed. I don't know. In a few 

years. 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: Okay. 

MR. BURT: Couple years, I guess 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: Okay. 

(Pause) 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: You said that this was 
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the - -  at least the second day into your shift that 

week, I don't - -  was it more than the second day? Was 

it the third day or the second day? 

MR. BURT: I - -  to tell you the truth, I 

don't remember which it was. I'm just - -  into my 

shift. 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: Okay. But - -  but you - -  

for - -  I just wanted to clarify. You were off at six 

a.m. that morning; then you went home and came back at 

three p.m. that afternoon? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: Were you tired? 

MR. BURT: Not really. Not any more than you 

usually are. 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: Was that an unusual event 

for you to work that many hours or to come in early and 

fill in for somebody? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

(Pause) 

MR. BURT: I mean I got - -  I got the same 

amount of sleep I would always get. 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: Okay. 

(Pause) 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: I think that's all my 

questions. Thanks. 
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CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Tony? 

MR. BARBER: Hi. Ron, I'm Tony Barber. 

Cliff was asking you earlier about how long you could 

operate without communications, data communications. 

And I just wasn't clear on that point whether you're 

talking about the one to three - -  one hour and three 

hours. Is that before and up to the incident or 

talking about after the incident or both? 

MR. BURT: I believe it's both. I think 

that's - -  that's always pretty much stayed the same. 

MR. BARBER: Okay. I guess with regard to - -  

to the safety relief valves, how often would you say do 

you recall a relief valve having given some indication 

of - -  of relieving pressure at Bayview in any of the 

three there? 

MR. BURT: HOW often? I - -  I don't know 

MR. BARBER: DO YOU remember - -  do YOU 

remember it happening at all while you were on duty? 

MR. BURT: Yeah, it seems like I seen it 

happen while the other guy was running the line type of 

thing, but I don't - -  I don't really remember for sure. 

MR. BARBER: On other parts of the - -  the 

pipeline that you've operated in the past in your 13 

years there, have you had relief valves lift at other 

stations or on other parts of the pipeline that - -  that 
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have given you an indication of relief valve lifting? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

MR. BARBER: HOW - -  do YOU have an - -  in 

general how often that would happen? 

MR. BURT: Not - -  not real often. Generally, 

it happened, if it happened, was at Portland, you know, 

more than any place. 

MR. BARBER: Was there anything special or 

anything unusual that an operator would - -  would 

generally do after a relief valve had lifted, either 

documentation-wise or any special checks that they 

would make or anything like that? 

MR. BURT: That a field operator would do? 

MR. BARBER: No, I should have specified a 

controller - -  controller - -  controller? Is that your 

title? 

MR. BURT: Yeah. It just depends. If it 

actually put, you know, product in the tank you'd have 

to account for it. You know, as long as it didn't lock 

out the station or something you'd just, you know, 

maybe notate it in the outage book. That kind of 

thing. 

MR. BARBER: Has your understanding of the - -  

the indication, what - -  do you know what - -  what 

actually gives you an indication of a relief valve 

EXECUTIVE COURT REPORTERS, INC. 
(301) 565-0064 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 



3 14 

lifting? Do you understand whether it's just the 

pressure reaching this - -  the - -  the set point of the 

relief valve or whether it's flow through the relief 

valve that gives you - -  

MR. BURT: What actually gives me the alarm? 

MR. BARBER: Yeah. 

MR. BURT: I don't know. 

MR. BARBER: so if - -  if a relief valve was 

supposed to lift and didn't lift, do you - -  do you know 

how you would, if any way, detect that? 

MR. BURT: I don't know if I could. 

(Pause) 

MR. BURT: You know, the only way I could 

detect it is if I knew the pressure still locked into 

the station higher than whatever the relief valve's 

supposed to relieve. 

MR. BARBER: Okay. Thank you, Ron. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Jim? 

MR. CASH: I'm Jim Cash. Can - -  can we just 

step through the - -  the timing? I - -  I kind of lost 

track of the timing between when the computer started 

to slow down. I think the first thing you said was the 

- -  you tried to put a set point in there and it didn't 

take it7 
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don't remember exactly what I did, but - -  

MR. CASH: Okay. 

MR. BURT: - -  something like that. 

MR. CASH: All right. So it was basically 

not responding at all? It wasn't like it was slow, it 

just didn't - -  

MR. BURT: It just didn't respond at that 

point. 

MR. CASH: Okay. And then you said you went 

in to - -  to talk to - -  to tell Lloyd that it wasn't 

responding. How - -  how much time was that, do you 

think, between the - -  when you initiated the set point 

or whatever it was to - -  

MR. BURT: Oh, it was - -  

MR. CASH: - -  till you went in there? 

MR. BURT: - -  almost immediately. 

MR. CASH: A minute? 

MR. BURT: Yeah. 

MR. CASH: And you don't know what he was 

doing at the time? He was - -  

MR. BURT: I don't know what he was - -  

MR. CASH: - -  he was just there? 

MR. BURT: He was sitting at a computer. 

MR. CASH: Terminal, You don't know if he 

had - -  you don't know where he was and - -  and whether 
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it was only one or only two machines that was running? 

MR. BURT: I don't know. There's an 

indication on our screens of which one's running, but I 

don't generally even look at that. 

MR. CASH: Okay. All right. Then you said 

the next thing that happened was that you got the 

reboot screen off the - -  the consoles? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

MR. CASH: HOW - -  how long was it between 

that - -  that you went in there and said to look into it 

to Lloyd till you got the reboot screen, do you think? 

MR. BURT: I don't know, I'd say roughly 

five minutes, 10 minutes, something like that. 

MR. CASH: And then they didn't - -  didn't 

respond? Or two of 'em came back and two of 'em 

didn't, is that what you said? And then I think the 

next thing was that you said then everything came back 

and it appeared to be normal response, and that's when 

you switched over to look at the other guy's pipeline 

and all that. How much time do you think It was 

between the reboot screens till it appeared normal? 

MR. BURT: I don't remember. It was several 

minutes. 15, 20 minutes maybe. I - -  I don't know. 

(Pause) 

MR. CASH: Are you - -  are you ever there when 
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- -  I think they do a normal switch-over every week to 

go from one machine, make it the prime, and the other 

one the secondary. I think - -  Monday or something like 

this? 

MR. BURT: Yeah, I've been there when they've 

done that. 

MR. CASH: What does that - -  what does that 

appear to you? Do they let you know it's coming or 

they just do it? 

MR. BURT: NO, they tell US. 

MR. CASH: What - -  and what does your - -  can 

you go through the sequence of what - -  what changes, 

what doesn't change? 

MR. BURT: It's - -  it's like what happened 

there. It was just a normal fail-over that goes 

through this generic vector type screen. And then, you 

know, it stays there for a second or two then comes up 

to the other computer. 

MR. CASH: SO it only takes four or five 

seconds, 10 seconds? 

MR. BURT: Yeah, something like that. 

MR. CASH: So it just picks right up where it 

left off? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

MR. CASH: Or it knows what screen you were 
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MR. BURT: I think - -  

MR. CASH: Do you have to reconfigure? 

MR. BURT: I don't - -  I think you have to - -  

I think you've got to log on and then repick up your 

screen. I don't - -  I think. I don't really remember 

for sure. 

MR. CASH: But you've been through that a 

hundred times probably? 

MR. BURT: Well, probably not that many times 

but I've - -  I have seen it in the past. 

MR. CASH: 13 years? When you normally come 

in do you - -  does - -  does everybody have their own 

personal preference as far as what screens - -  you know, 

like when you took over from the other guy at three, he 

had it set up a certain way. Do you just use that or 

do you - -  do you have your own - -  

MR. BURT: You have your own - -  

MR. CASH: - -  way of configuring? 

MR. BURT: Well, you do but, generally, 

everybody uses the what we call a start-up format. And 

that's usually always on one computer on one screen. 

Your other screens are - -  can be a personal choice. 

But most people, you always use the start-up display on 

the one screen. 
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MR. CASH: And then do most people have the 

same other three screens? 

MR. BURT: No, it varies, you know. Some 

people put up individual formats for whatever station 

they want to watch or some people put up segment 

displays. Some people put up a trend that they want to 

watch. It just depends on what's happening on your 

line. 

MR. CASH: Do you remember on June 10th when 

you took over at three did you have to change - -  

MR. BURT: Screens? 

MR. CASH: - -  screens? 

MR. BURT: I didn't. Not at that point. 

MR. CASH: Okay. 

(Pause) 

MR. CASH: When - -  when you get the - -  the - -  

the alarms, do the individual screens change at all? 

You know, the applicable screen that you're using that 

goes into alarm, do the colors change or the parameters 

change? 

MR. BURT: Not the individuals. There's just 

a little - -  

MR. CASH: If the pressure goes into alarm 

for a high-pressure, low-pressure, or - -  

MR. BURT: Oh, it - -  
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(Pause) 

MR. BURT: Yeah, I think it - -  it blinks or 

something. It doesn't actually change, but - -  

MR. CASH: Do people - -  they don't rely on 

that? I mean does it - -  does it make - -  does it build 

so it draws your attention to whichever one it is or do 

you have to know that - -  do you have to know from the 

alarm message where to look? 

MR. BURT: Both. 'Cause if you got the 

start-up display up some alarms you have to go to the 

individual station format to see it. It's not 

necessarily showing on the start-up display. 

MR. CASH: Okay. When - -  when they were 

building the screens, were you involved at all with 

building the screens for the Bayview Station, say, when 

they brought that on line? 

MR. BURT: NO. 

MR. CASH: Is that done in-house? Do you 

know who does that? 

MR. BURT: I believe it was - -  I believe it 

was done in-house 

MR. CASH: But you don't know who does that? 

MR. BURT: It was probably a series of people 

working on it. 

MR. CASH: Is - -  is there - -  when you guys 
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start using those, do you remember if there was a lot 

of errors or, you know, having to debug the screens 

'cause the - -  they weren't showing what they were 

supposed to be showing? 

MR. BURT: I don't remember that, no. 

MR. CASH: So it was a relatively smooth 

transition? 

MR. BURT: It seems like it was, yeah. 

MR. CASH: Do you find many errors when you 

use the screens? I mean a lot of 'em you've probably 

been using for years so you probably got all the bugs 

worked out, but if somebody builds a new one is it 

usually relatively error-free? 

MR. BURT: Yeah. Usually. 

(Pause) 

MR. CASH: This is out of my area, but I - -  

when everybody's talking about the leak detection 

class, was that pre-accident or post-accident? 

MR. BURT: Pre. 

MR. CASH: Pre? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

MR. CASH: Oh, okay. I - -  I thought I read 

somewhere that everybody went to a leak detection class 

after the accident. 

MR. BURT: They did. But there was one 
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before - -  

MR. CASH: One before? 

MR. BURT: - -  too. 

(Pause) 

MR. CASH: Do you experience many false 

alarms? I mean that - -  that you consider bogus, 

nuisance ? 

MR. BURT: Not really, no. 

MR. CASH: So most of 'em are - -  are 

legitimate? 

MR. BURT: They're legitimate. Some of 'em I 

don't know if it's necessary to have 'em, but they're 

legitimate alarms of something happening. 

MR. CASH: Okay. So did - -  are most of 'em - 

- you know, the nuisance alarms worked out, you know, 

that like a 2PPSI change might solve most of the 

nuisance alarms so they raise the limit a little bit? 

DO you know if that happens a lot? I mean tweaking 'em 

a little bit so they don't - -  they - -  

MR. BURT: NO. 

MR. CASH: - -  border out of that nuisance 

category in our - -  

MR. BURT: No, not - -  not something like 

that. I'd say something like, you know, you print a 

ticket and now you get, you know, a couple alarms 
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telling you you printed a ticket. You know, I don't 

need to know I printed a ticket. I'm the one that did 

it. 

(Laughter) 

MR. BURT: That sort of thing. But not as 

far as pressure changes. 

MR. CASH: So is it - -  the alarm - -  the field 

alarms and stuff are pretty well set? 

MR. BURT: Yeah. 

MR. CASH: And you don't get nuisance - -  

something you don't expect or - -  

MR. BURT: Not really, no. 

MR. CASH: When you do a normal shut-down, do 

you - -  does it generate the alarms also, like a low 

pressure and - -  I mean stuff you expect to happen 

because I did that? Or does it know - -  

MR. BURT: Yeah. No, it generates it. 

MR. CASH: It does? Okay. So you do see 

these alarms with some regularity every time you - -  

MR. BURT: Yeah. 

MR. CASH: - -  configure something different? 

MR. BURT: Yeah. 

MR. CASH: All I got. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Eric? 

(Pause) 
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MR. SAGER: What's your d a t e  of b i r t h ?  

M R .  BURT: 8 / 2 8 / 5 9 .  

( P a u s e )  

MR.  SAGER: Aside from t h e  l eak  d e t e c t i o n  

classes - -  c lass  t h a t  you took - -  you j u s t  took one,  i s  

t h a t  correct?  

MR.  BURT: There w a s  one be fo re  June 10 th  and 

one a f t e r .  

MR. SAGER: And d i d  you t a k e  bo th?  

MR.  BURT: Y e s .  

MR. SAGER: Aside from those  classes, have 

you had any formal t r a i n i n g ?  That means classroom or  

somebody s i t t i n g  down and - -  and t a l k i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  

w i t h  you about abnormal s i t u a t i o n s  - -  c o n t r o l l e r ?  

MR. BURT: There w a s  one we had a f t e r  June 

10 th .  

MR. SAGER: What was t h a t  - -  

MR. BURT: Hmm? 

MR.  SAGER: What was t h a t  l i k e ?  What d i d  - -  

wh t d i d  t h a t  i nc lude?  

MR. BURT: I t  w a s  j u s t  people  going over  

t h e  - -  t h e  manual. You know, it w a s  more of l i k e  a 

scenario t h i n g .  I f  you had t h i s  scenario what would 

you do? That k ind of t h i n g .  

MR. SAGER: D o  you remember any of t h e  
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scenarios? 

MR. BURT: I think they were stuff like, YOU 

know, a valve closing unexpectedly for no reason, that 

kind of stuff. 

MR. SAGER: What would they tell YOU? 

MR. BURT: Well, they'd have you go up and 

tell 'em what you would and then they would, you know, 

everybody would discuss, you know, whether you should 

have done that or not or what else you should have done 

and that kind of thing. 

MR. SAGER: And who were the other people 

that were there who would discuss it? 

MR. BURT: All the controllers were there, I 

think. I don't remember who - -  I think Frank Hopf was 

there and Ron Brentson was there. I think - -  it seems 

like Aqualon had somebody there from - -  from Houston. 

MR. SAGER: And how long did this training 

period last? 

MR. BURT: I think it was most of the day, 

like eight hours. 

MR. SAGER: was it required for people to 

attend? 

MR. BURT: I believe S O .  

MR. SAGER: And that's the only abnormal 

situation training that you can recall? 
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MR. BURT: Yes. 

MR. SAGER: Except for the leak detection? 

(Pause) 

MR. SAGER: When you told Kevin that you had 

shut down Woodinville, what did he say? 

MR. BURT: I don't think he said anything. 

He just came over and sat down and started running his 

line. 

MR. SAGER: Do you think he approved of it? 

MR. BURT: Yeah, I'd say so. That'd be a 

normal - -  normal action to do. 

MR. SAGER: Have you worked with Kevin 

before? 

MR. BURT: Yes, but not very often. 

MR. SAGER: About how often would YOU say 

you've worked with him? 

MR. BURT: Oh, maybe, I don't know, five 

times maybe, if that. 

MR. SAGER: And that's five full shifts? 

MR. BURT: Yeah, maybe, I don't know. I 

normally don't work with Kevin. 

MR. SAGER: DO YOU recall the last time YOU 

worked with him - -  

MR. BURT: No. 

MR. SAGER: - -  before June loth? 
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MR. BURT: No. 

MR. SAGER: Is it because it was so long ago 

or just nothing outstanding comes to mind? 

MR. BURT: Probably both. 

MR. SAGER: What kind of a guy is he? 

MR. BURT: Kevin's a good guy. What kind of 

a guy is he? He's - -  he's a good guy. He's an 

excellent controller. 

MR. SAGER: Is he excitable? 

MR. BURT: No. 

MR. SAGER: Would you describe him as laid- 

back, easy-going? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

MR. SAGER: Does he ever get excited? 

MR. BURT: I've never seen him get excited. 

MR. SAGER: Has anybody ever told you that he 

did? 

MR. BURT: NO. 

MR. SAGER: If he were concerned about 

something that was happening on his segment of the 

pipeline, what would you expect him to do, from your 

experience with him? 

MR. BURT: I don't know. Depends on what 

he's concerned about. Generally, he doesn't - -  he just 

takes care of it. Usually he doesn't say anything to 
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controller? 

years. 

or him? 

that. 

MR. BURT: I don't know. Probab 

(Pause) 

a 

Y 5 ,  19 

MR. SAGER: Who do you think knows more: you 

(Laughter) 

MR. BURT: I don't know. I can't answer 

(Pause) 

MR. SAGER: Did you make any notes what was 

going on as the incident progressed on June loth? 

MR. BURT: The only notes I made was a 

after - -  after it happened and we were making phone 

calls, I'd jot down who I called and what time. 

MR. SAGER: After what happened? 

MR. BURT: After the - -  after Rick Kiene 

called in and told us, you know, that the thing ignited 

and that kind of stuff. 

MR. SAGER: After the ignition is when you 

started - -  

MR. BURT: Yes. 

MR. SAGER: - -  taking notes? Were you 
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supposed to make notes or was this something you did on 

your own? 

MR. BURT: That's generally what we would do 

is jot down notes as to what time people called in and 

that kind of stuff and transfer 'em to a - -  a log. 

MR. SAGER: Would you then give that log to 

someone ? 

MR. BURT: Yeah, generally. 

MR. SAGER: To who? 

MR. BURT: Ron Brentson, I guess. 

MR. SAGER: And what would he do with it? 

MR. BURT: I don't know. 

MR. SAGER: Have you ever gone through this 

before? 

MR. BURT: The - -  

MR. SAGER: Where you had to make notes on 

a - -  for incident? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

MR. SAGER: And what happened? 

MR. BURT: I made my notes, filled out the 

emergency response form thing, and given it to Ron 

Brentson, I believe. 

MR. SAGER: And you never heard any more 

about it? 

( Pause ) 
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MR. BURT: Depends on what it was. Yeah, 

they'd come in and talk about it but as - -  you mean as 

far as the actual form? 

MR. SAGER: Yeah, and the notes. Does 

anybody go over them with you? "What happened here, 

Ron? Why did you - -  why did you do this? Why did you 

call this particular supervisor?" Or whatever. 

MR. BURT: NO, I've never had anybody go over 

'em like that with me. 

MR. SAGER: So from your best recollection, 

once you've written 'em up and put them on the log, 

that's the end of it from what happened in the prior 

incident? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

MR. SAGER: Okay. You mentioned that you 

thought Ron had come in and was trending something up. 

And this occurred at what point in the incident? 

MR. BURT: Just shortly after we got the 

alarm that Ferndale went down on low suction, and 

they - -  Kevin said he was going to close the block 

valves. Then he walked right there some place. 

MR. SAGER: And what does "trending something 

up" mean? 

MR. BURT: Trending - -  you can trend 

pressures or gravities or rates or anything you want. 
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It actually shows a static trend in the line, what's - -  

what's happening. 

MR. SAGER: Why would you do that? 

MR. BURT: TO get a history of what was going 

on. 

MR. SAGER: And can you specify how long a 

history you would want to get when you're trending 

something up? 

MR. BURT: Well, probably till before the - -  

before whatever it is you're looking at happened. 

MR. SAGER: And that will tell you, depending 

upon what you're trending, what happened in a - -  in a 

given period of time up until the current point in 

time, is that right? 

MR. BURT: Well, I don't know if it'll tell 

you what happened, but it'll tell you, you know, if 

you're trending a pressure it'll tell you what your 

pressures did. 

MR. SAGER: That's what I meant. Which - -  

MR. BURT: Yeah. 

MR. SAGER: - -  the history Of the pressures. 

MR. BURT: Correct. 

MR. SAGER: And what happened to the 

pressures, okay. 

MR. BURT: Assuming you have communications 
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MR. SAGER: Presumably. 

MR. BURT: Yeah. 

MR. SAGER: Did that surprise you that they 

were doing that, that they were trending something up? 

MR. BURT: No, that's pretty normal. 

MR. SAGER: I wondered why you recall that 

because there's so little that you seem to recall with 

some certainty? 

MR. BURT: I have no idea. 

MR. SAGER: And you're really not certain 

about that. You just happen to recall it, all right. 

Is that something you would have recommended doing? 

MR. BURT: Yes. If you don't know what - -  

what was going on, yeah. 

(Pause) 

MR. SAGER: Would a supervisor have told you, 

while this was going on, while the trending was going 

on, for you to mind your own counsel, to work on your 

own segment of the line if you were to have come over 

and watched what was going on? 

MR. BURT: I don't think he would actually 

tell me that but he'd probably leave it up to my 

discretion to know if I could come over there or not. 

MR. SAGER: You wouldn't expect any kind of a 

punitive reaction? 
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MR. BURT: No. 

MR. SAGER: Unless there was something that 

was going on that you should have been - -  

MR. BURT: Yes. 

(Pause) 

MR. SAGER: When Rick said that he was going 

to go back to the creek and see where the gas was 

coming from, did that cause you any alarm or concern? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

MR. SAGER : Why? 

MR. BURT: Well, ‘cause it could be a 

dangerous situation. 

MR. SAGER: For? 

MR. BURT: For Rick. 

MR. SAGER: And did you tell him that? 

MR. BURT: I don’t believe I told him that. 

I believe the phone cut out. 

(Pause) 

MR. SAGER: Why was Bayview built and put on 

line? 

MR. BURT: Supposedly to - -  I don‘t know. I 

guess they felt it would help us run the line smoother. 

It was - -  if you lost a refinery you could come out of 

Bayview instead and it would reduce some down time, I 

guess. 
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MR. SAGER: Did that actually work that way? 

MR. BURT: I don't feel it did. 

MR. SAGER: And why not? 

MR. BURT: It just never really seemed that 

it happened or we needed to do that. 

MR. SAGER: So we never really had the 

opportunity to - -  for it to fulfill its purpose as - -  

MR. BURT: N O .  

MR. SAGER: - -  as you've described it? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

MR. SAGER: How many people have you trained 

as a controller to be controllers? 

MR. BURT: How many people have I actually 

had in there or how many people have actually became 

controllers? 

(Pause) 

MR. SAGER: Have you been assigned to train 

anyone from start to finish? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

MR. SAGER: And how many of those persons 

have you trained that way? 

MR. BURT: The ones that have actually made 

it from start to finish, one. 

MR. SAGER: And why did some of those not 

make it from start to finish? 
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MR. BURT: There were several reasons. Some 

of 'em - -  several of 'em were - -  I don't know if they 

were really meant to be trained from start to finish. 

They were field operators that were getting cross 

training. One of 'em was a lady that was just about - -  

had just about completed or finished when she had a 

baby that died, and she chose not to come back. Tracy 

Greene basically ended his training when the incident 

happened, and he never came back in again. 

MR. SAGER: Have you had any training for how 

to train? 

MR. BURT: Not really. Just, you know, just 

on-the-job type of stuff. No formal training. 

MR. SAGER: Are you asked during the training 

by anyone how your trainees are doing? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

MR. SAGER: And who asks you? 

MR. BURT: Ron Brentson. 

MR. SAGER: Can you phrase how he might put 

the question to you? 

MR. BURT: "HOW are they doing?" 

MR. SAGER: Does he have any specific kinds 

of things he's looking for when he asks a question like 

that? 

MR. BURT: I don't think so. Just your 
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general opinion of how the guy's doing. 

MR. SAGER: When you have your controller who 

completed the - -  your trainee who completed the cycle 

of training and became a regular controller, did you 

evaluate that controller, his performance, before he 

became a regular controller? 

MR. BURT: Do you mean did I fill out a form 

or something? 

MR. SAGER: Did you fill out a form? Did you 

talk with anyone about him? 

MR. BURT: Just with Ron Brentson. 

MR. SAGER: And was that talking - -  specific 

talk that was addressing where this person was and is 

he ready to go now into regular service? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

MR. SAGER: How detailed were you asked to - -  

to go - -  how many - -  how many details were you asked to 

give? 

MR. BURT: Not really any details. Just 

whether he was ready to go or not. 

MR. SAGER: And you said? 

MR. BURT: I said no. 

MR. SAGER: And you said no, he was not ready 

to go? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

EXECUTIVE COURT REPORTERS, INC. 
(301) 565-0064 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

I 

8 

9 

10 

11 

1 2  

13  

14 

15  

16 

11 

18 

19 

20 

2 1  

2 2  

2 3  

24  

2 5  



337 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

MR. SAGER: And what happened? 

MR. BURT: He's a controller. 

(Pause) 

MR. SAGER: Have you had to work with him 

since? 

MR. BURT: Off and on. Not very often but 

here and there. 

MR. SAGER: Was he doing okay? 

MR. BURT: He's doing okay. 

MR. SAGER: I'd like to shift gears a little 

bit to another topic, another kind of topic. After the 

explosion of June loth, did anyone ask you to give a 

urine specimen? 

MR. BURT: NO. 

MR. SAGER: DO you know if anyone asked Kevin 

or Ron to give urine specimens? 

MR. BURT: I know Kevin did. And I believe 

Lloyd did. I don't know about Ron. 

MR. SAGER: Did anyone talk to you about it? 

About your giving a specimen? 

MR. BURT: I don't think so. 

MR. SAGER: Would you have, if asked? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

MR. SAGER: How did you come to fill in at 

3:OO in the afternoon on the loth? What's the - -  
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what's the history of that? HOW'S - -  how long did you 

know you were going to be filling in? Who did you 

tell? who told you you were going to fill in, things 

like that? 

MR. BURT: The - -  basically, what happened 

was the guy that was working, me and him swapped three 

hours. He worked three hours f o r  me, I worked three 

hours for him that day. 

MR. SAGER: He had worked for you that day? 

MR. BURT: Not that day but another day. He 

worked prior to that. 

MR. SAGER: It was just a deal you made 

between yourselves? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

MR. SAGER: Is this permissible to do without 

a supervisor's consent? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

MR. SAGER: Has there been any limit as to 

how many hours you can work For someone else and make - 

- and add those onto your own hours? 

MR. BURT: I haven't seen an actual limit, 

no. 

MR. SAGER: Just a common sense kind Of 

thing? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 
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MR. SAGER: Do you know if anyone's worked 

more than three hours and added that onto their 12-hour 

shift? 

MR. BURT: I've never heard of anybody doing 

it. 

MR. SAGER: Has any supervisor or anyone 

tasked with training or conducting safety meetings ever 

spoken to controllers and to you about fatigue and 

performance? 

MR. BURT: NO. 

MR. SAGER: HOW many hours do YOU normally 

sleep? 

MR. BURT: Do I normally sleep when I'm on 

shift? 

MR. SAGER: Yeah. 

MR. BURT: Usually Six. 

MR. SAGER: And when you get off shift, how 

many hours do you normally sleep? 

MR. BURT: On my days Off? 

MR. SAGER: Yeah. 

MR. BURT: I'd say probably seven or eight. 

(Pause) 

MR. SAGER: Did you have a leak detection 

system that was operating on the 10th at the center? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 
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MR. SAGER: What kind of a leak detection 

system is it? 

MR. BURT: I don't know that much about it. 

It takes pressures and meters and temperatures and all 

that into it and compares it against a static line 

condition that it - -  like a threshold that it has. And 

if there's a deviation it declares a leak. 

MR. SAGER: Has it ever declared a leakage? 

MR. BURT: Yeah. 

MR. SAGER: Did it do SO accurately? 

MR. BURT: Well, it wasn't a leak. It was 

like a meter problem or that kind of thing. 

MR. SAGER: Do you put a lot of credibility 

in it, personally? 

MR. BURT: I do today. 

MR. SAGER: Did you on the loth? 

MR. BURT: NO. 

MR. SAGER: Did the other controllers? 

MR. BURT: NO. 

MR. SAGER: Why not? 

MR. BURT: Because I think they had it so 

fine-tuned to catch every little thing that it was, you 

know, going off too often. 

(Pause) 

MR. SAGER: The manuals that you have in the 
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center to work with, including the - -  I think you 

characterized it as the operation, procedure, and 

maintenance manual that's on the intranet, do you have 

any hard-copy manuals aside from that for reference? 

MR. BURT: Aside from those? 

MR. SAGER: Yeah. "Those, '' you mean there S 

two? An operation, procedure, and maintenance manual, 

is that two manuals? 

MR. BURT: No, it's all included in one. 

MR. SAGER: Okay. Is there a standard 

operating procedures manual? 

MR. BURT: Yeah. 

MR. SAGER: IS that in hard-copy form or is 

that on the computer also? 

MR. BURT: That's hard copy. 

MR. SAGER: All right. What's different 

about that manual from the operating procedures that 

are in the electronic version? 

MR. BURT: I don't think there is an 

electronic version of that one. 

MR. SAGER: Well, that's what I mean. What - 

- what's the difference between the hard copy, standard 

operating procedures, and the operating procedures and 

maintenance manual that's on the intranet? 

MR. BURT: I'm - -  I'm not sure - -  do you mean 
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- -  they're - -  they're not the same manual. 

MR. SAGER: Right. What's the difference? 

MR. BURT: Well, the one's, YOU know, 

basically procedures like abnormal procedures and what 

to do. The other one's procedures like, you know, if 

you're going to, say for example, start up, shut down 

the Aqualon refinery, start up the Tesoro refinery. It 

tells you - -  steps you through how to do it. 

MR. SAGER: And which is which? 

MR. BURT: The operation, maintenance, and 

procedure manual's the one that gives you procedures on 

how to do different things. 

MR. SAGER: All right. 

MR. BURT: HOW to, you know, what your 

pressures are supposed to be, that kind of stuff. The 

other one's the one that tells you how to do batch 

changes and that kind of stuff. 

MR. SAGER: And are abnormal procedures 

included in both of these? 

MR. BURT: No. Just in the operation, 

maintenance, and procedure manual. 

MR. SAGER: Is there such a thing - -  do you 

recognize spiral - -  a spiral notebook by name? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

MR. SAGER: What is it? 
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MR. BURT: It's a log book, spiral notebook 

that we keep track of things on, things that happen. 

MR. SAGER: Like what? 

MR. BURT: You know, if somebody goes to a 

facility, when they showed up, when they leave, you 

know, if a pump shuts down, if anybody's doing work, 

that kind of stuff. 

MR. SAGER: Were there any entries in that 

spiral notebook from the incident on the loth? 

MR. BURT: On the 10th we weren't using one. 

We were using the - -  Aqualon's outage report form. 

MR. SAGER: Is there a reason why you were 

not using the spiral notebook on the loth? 

MR. BURT: Just, I guess, 'cause they were 

using their outage report form instead. 

MR. SAGER: Who decides that? 

MR. BURT: I guess Aqualon came out with it 

and said, you know, we want you to use this - -  this. 

MR. SAGER: And how long had that been going 

on? 

MR. BURT: Several years. 

MR. SAGER: Do you know if Kevin had any 

medical problems? 

MR. BURT: None that I know of. 

MR. SAGER: How old is he? 

EXECUTIVE COURT REPORTERS, INC. 
(301) 565-0064 



8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

2 3  

24 

25 

344 

MR. BURT: He's probably 42, 43 I'd say. 

MR. SAGER: Have you ever seen him taking any 

pills? 

MR. BURT: NO. 

MR. SAGER: Have you ever seen him sleep on 

the job? 

MR. BURT: Not when I've worked with him. 

MR. SAGER: Is he a hard worker? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

MR. SAGER: When he's working really hard, 

how would you know it? 

MR. BURT: How would I know it? 

MR. SAGER: Yeah. If you looked over and saw 

him working hard, what would the signs be for him? 

MR. BURT: I don't know if there would be. 

Probably if he's not talking to me, I guess. I don't 

know. There weren't many visible signs. 

MR. SAGER: When you came in and took Mr. 

Smith's place, did he say hello? 

MR. BURT: Mr. Smith? 

MR. SAGER: No. Did Kevin say hello? 

MR. BURT: Oh, I don't remember. I imagine. 

MR. SAGER: Did you make any small talk? 

MR. BURT: I imagine. I really don't 

remember. 
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MR. SAGER: Would it be likely that you would 

initiate the small talk or he would? 

MR. BURT: It could go either way. 

MR. SAGER: DO YOU know if he was going 

through any major changes in his life? Divorce? 

MR. BURT: NO. 

MR. SAGER: Sickness? 

MR. BURT: Nothing that I know of. 

MR. SAGER: Sickness Of the spouse? 

MR. BURT: No. 

MR. SAGER: Did he ever talk to you about 

anything stressful in his life? 

MR. BURT: NO. 

MR. SAGER: Are you undergoing any stressful 

period - -  were you undergoing any stress at that time? 

MR. BURT: No. 

(Pause) 

MR. SAGER: I'll just - -  is it possible to 

get hard copies from this - -  from the - -  from the 

screens - -  

MR. BURT: Yes. 

MR. SAGER: - -  center? 

MR. BURT: You can print 'em, yes. 

MR. SAGER: Are there any screens that are 

prohibited for - -  does management prohibit the use of 
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any screens, any particular screens in the center? 

MR. BURT: Nothing that I'm aware of. 

MR. SAGER: Are there any procedures that 

they prohibit? 

MR. BURT: Procedures? 

MR. SAGER: In the center. Controlling 

procedures. 

MR. BURT: I'm not sure what you mean. 

MR. SAGER: Are there any things that are 

prohibited that you're not - -  are there anything - -  is 

there anything that you're not supposed to do as a 

controller when you're operating the line that's a 

matter of policy? 

MR. BURT: Well, anything that would go 

against the procedures manual. 

MR. SAGER: can you give us some examples? 

MR. BURT: You're not supposed to, YOU know, 

go above your - -  whatever your maximum discharge 

pressure is, that kind of stuff. 

MR. SAGER: Are there any screens that you're 

not supposed to use? 

MR. BURT: Not that I know Of. 

MR. SAGER: Are there any screens that you're 

supposed to keep up? 

MR. BURT: Nothing that you're required to 
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keep up, but it's generally accepted that you keep a 

start-up display up at all times. 

(Pause) 

MR. SAGER: What do you think happened on the 

10th that caused the leak and caused the - -  the pumping 

- -  going on as long as it did? 

(Pause) 

MR. BURT: Well, I think the - -  you know, it 

was a series of events that caused the computers to go 

down. And whatever caused that to happen, you know, 

sent a surge up the pipeline and, you know, blew it out 

in a weak spot. 

(Pause) 

MR. SAGER: Do you think there was any way to 

find that out before Kevin finally found that he had a 

problem? 

MR. BURT: Any way to find out the - -  that 

there was a weak spot in the line? 

MR. SAGER: - -  cause it to - -  it to rupture? 

MR. BURT: Yeah, if the - -  you know, 

supposedly the backhoe people that hit it, if they 

would have reported it it would have been replaced. 

MR. SAGER: What about from - -  from the 

controller's point of view, was there anything the 

controller could have foreseen that would have told 
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him? 

MR. BURT: Not that there was a weak spot in 

the line. 

MR. SAGER: What about the rupture? 

(Pause) 

MR. BURT: Well, I mean I believe the rupture 

would have never happened if the line wouldn't have 

been leaking. 

(Pause) 

MR. SAGER: How long would you estimate as 

given your experience as a controller, how long do you 

think it was between the time of the rupture and the 

time that you and Kevin were aware there was a problem? 

MR. BURT: I have no idea. 

MR. SAGER: None? 

MR. BURT: No. I mean it had to have been 

some time while the computers were down so I don't know 

what length of time that was. 30 minutes to an hour, I 

guess. 

MR. SAGER: That's all I have. Thanks. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: I think I want to just 

follow up on one of your questions with maybe one 

that's similar to one of your questions. In terms of, 

I think, what we were trying to get at here was, was 

there anything that could have been done to recognize 
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the fact that a rupture had occurred prior to 

restarting the pipeline? Regardless of what you 

believe caused the rupture itself. 

(Pause) 

MR. BURT: Probably not from the control 

center but maybe physically going to Ferndale and 

looking at a pressure trend. Maybe something like 

that. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Do you think if you were 

operating this section of pipeline that you would have 

been able to recognize that a rupture had occurred 

prior to restart? 

MR. BURT: I don't know. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Did you - -  did you observe 

a PLDS alarm at all or an alert, I guess, on - -  on the 

accident sequence on - -  on June loth? Did you ever see 

that come across the screen? 

MR. BURT: I never seen it, no. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Is there a difference in 

display or anything, the audible alarm, between, you 

know, a leak alert and the PLDS system and any other 

kind of alarm that's coming into this - -  to the system? 

MR. BURT: There's a - -  there's a difference 

in the audible alarms as far as what they call a 

priority one alarm, and that's one of those - -  but 
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there was - -  you know, there could have been several of 

those coming through at the same time. But not - -  the 

leak detection alarm doesn't have something separate 

from everything else. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. But it's a 

considered - -  it's considered a priority one alarm but 

there are other - -  

MR. BURT: Yeah. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  things that are also 

considered a priority one alarm? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. You mentioned Tracy 

Greene never came back to work. Is that - -  did I 

misunderstand what you - -  what you said there? After 

the - -  the accident on June loth? 

MR. BURT: He came back to work, just not in 

the control center. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Well, do YOU - -  he just 

didn't want any part of it or do you know why - -  

MR. BURT: No, they - -  I think they put him - 

- they needed him to do work up in Bellingham. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. So they - -  

MR. BURT: He was doing logistics type of 

StUf f . 
CHAIRMAN BESHORE: So because of other 
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workloads he just never was reassigned to the control 

room, is that - -  

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Did - -  when you're 

operating the 20-inch line through Bayview, did you 

have similar operational concerns, issues. with the 

valving and other things that you observed with the 16- 

inch line through Bayview? 

MR. BURT: Y e s .  

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. So you still had 

operational issues associated with which ever line - -  

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  because Of Bayview? It 

wasn't just specific to the 16-inch? 

MR. BURT: Right. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Did - -  are YOU aware Of a 

block valve ever closing on that line coming into 

Bayview? Do you recall? 

MR. BURT: I - -  I think it happened on both 

lines. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. So you think this 

happened on either/or line? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Are they separate pressure 

monitoring systems or - -  they're entirely separate 
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systems going through Bayview, right? There's no 

commingling of the product streams within Bayview or 

there wasn't on June loth? 

MR. BURT: Yeah, that's correct. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay, So a pressure upset 

on the 16-inch is not going to cause the incoming block 

valve on the 20-inch to close, for example? 

MR. BURT: Correct. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: They're separate? Is the 

controller's manual - -  this operations manual for 

controllers, is that the same as the standard 

operations procedure? Is that something - -  

MR. BURT: I think that's - -  

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  I'm not going to mark 

this as an exhibit, but do you recognize this - -  

MR. BURT: Yeah, I think that - -  

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  operation - -  

MR. BURT: - -  that's something different. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: That's something 

different? 

MR. BURT: Yeah. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: So there's another 

document called "standard operating procedures" that 

goes into more detail on - -  

MR. BURT: It's - -  
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CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  specifics of operating, 

you know, a particular line segment or a particular 

station, is that - -  

MR. BURT: Not so much a line segment, more 

as to do with actual batch change procedures. You 

know, ball game procedures going from gas to fuel, that 

kind of thing. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: "Ball game. '' Somebody 

used that term earlier. Can you explain - -  you're not 

watching the ball game on the monitor? You're talking 

something - -  

MR. BURT: That's gas. Anytime you go gas to 

fuel or fuel to gas in the pipeline. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Oh, okay. Now, at some 

point you - -  on June 10th you shut down your system - -  

your - -  your part of the pipeline, is that correct? 

MR. BURT: Correct. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And when - -  when did that 

occur? 

MR. BURT: It was - -  I don't know what the 

time frame was, but five, 10 minutes after - -  after the 

call from Rick Kiene saying it had ignited. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. So once - -  once you 

realized there was a leak, did you initiate that shut- 

down or did you request approval? 
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MR. BURT: I - -  I asked - -  I asked Ron 

Brentson first if I should shut it down. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And he - -  he said yes? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And then you shut it 

down - -  

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  successfully, I guess? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Was it possible to shut 

the - -  the pipeline down through Bayview without 

causing some kind of upset to close this valve? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. SO YOU could, if 

you were planning a shut-down and shutting down the 

pipeline in a planned, laid-out fashion, you could 

successfully - -  

MR. BURT: Sure. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  do that without Closing 

this block valve? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Were you able to do that - 

- any of your - -  

MR. BURT: I don't remember. I'm sure I was. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And I believe you 
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mentioned that, you know, you think the valve closed 

while you - -  while it was - -  while you were operating 

at some point in time, you don't remember any 

specifics. But is that correct? Am I - -  

MR. BURT: What valve? 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: The incoming block valve 

into Bayview. I'm sorry. On the 16-inch. 

MR. BURT: Oh, that I think it might have 

closed while I was running it? Yeah. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Correct. 

MR. BURT: I'm - -  I'm - -  I mean it'd be 

unreasonable to believe it didn't, but - -  

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Well, you knew it was an 

issue. You knew - -  

MR. BURT: Yeah. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  YOU had that concern. 

Did you ever - -  do you remember ever filling out an 

outage log or filling out a - -  recording it - -  

recording it in any fashion in written form? 

MR. BURT: I don't remember doing it in any 

specific incident, but that would be what I would do. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Would YOU - -  would YOU 

consider that an abnormal operation in terms of the 

operations and maintenance manual? 

MR. BURT: It'd be considered an unintended 
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valve closure, I guess. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: So you view that as a - -  

in your personal belief as of June loth, you would view 

that as an abnormal operation? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And then that, according 

to the procedure, needs to be logged somewhere? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Did you - -  is - -  I'm kind 

of hit-and-miss. Sorry. I'm just trying to tie up 

some loose ends that I've been taking notes on here, 

so. You did not create an emergency log on June loth, 

is that correct? 

MR. BURT: Correct. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Have you ever seen one 

from June loth? 

MR. BURT: I haven't, no. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Do you know if anybody 

developed one at all? 

MR. BURT: I - -  I thought somebody did, but I 

don't know. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And you gave what notes 

you took to, you believe, Ron Brentson? 

MR. BURT: I don't remember that. I believe 

he picked 'em up, but I really don't know. 
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CHAIRMAN BESHORE: You have no idea - -  you 

haven't seen 'em since? You don't have any idea of 

what happened to them? 

MR. BURT: No. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Nobody's asked you to 

explain your notes to them? Okay. This leak detection 

class - -  excuse me. The leak detection class prior to 

the June 10th event, was that the one that was like in 

1990? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: In any of the discussions 

that - -  that you recall or any of the concerns that 

were expressed between you and all and what not with - -  

with Bayview, do you remember anybody being concerned 

about the functionality of the relief valves at 

Bayview? 

MR. BURT: No, I don't remember anybody being 

concerned about it. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Whether or not they were 

working properly? 

MR. BURT: No. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And you understand from 

the schematics of Bayview and the pipeline drawings 

that these relief valves were in place to avoid - -  or 

to relieve the pressure so that this block valve 
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doesn't close, right? 

MR. BURT: Not necessarily. I understand it 

to, you know, relieve the pressure if it was trapped in 

there. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. So your - -  your 

understanding wasn't necessarily that the relief valves 

were like some first - -  

MR. BURT: No. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  level Of protection? 

The block valve was some second level of protection? 

MR. BURT: Right. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: That wasn't your 

understanding? 

MR. BURT: No. It was - -  it was always my 

understanding that if, you know, the block valve went 

closed and you still got the pressure in there then it 

would relieve it. But, you know, it was really never 

explained to me. That's just what I understood. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Now, after the accident, 

and I guess this is really just applying to the 20-inch 

through Bayview, I understand the - -  that there were 

some modifications done in particular with the - -  is it 

now easier to operate the pipeline system through 

Bayview? 

MR. BURT: Well, basic - -  Bayview's bypassed. 
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CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Now it's bypassed 

entirely, right? 

MR. BURT: Right. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: But for some period of 

time you operated the 20-inch through Bayview, right? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: From Anacortes? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Now, was it ever operated 

after the modifications were - -  some of the control 

valves were taken off line, if - -  if I understand 

correctly. Maybe you can help me there. Is that your 

understanding? 

MR. BURT: Yeah, I believe they took out of - 

- yeah. Something like that. I don't know exactly 

what they did to the - -  it seems like they did take off 

some control valves. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Did that make it easier to 

operate? Did that alleviate some of the - -  the issues? 

MR. BURT: I don't remember noticing a big 

difference. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. So you still had 

concerns operating the 20-inch through there? 

MR. BURT: Sure. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Were those ever alleviated 
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before they just bypassed the whole facility? 

MR. BURT: My concerns? 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Well, the operational 

issues that you were concerned about. I mean did they 

ever fix those concerns or did it just get to the point 

where they bypassed the whole facility and that's how 

they addressed those issues? 

MR. BURT: I think they just bypassed it. 

(Pause) 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Now, YOU mentioned that if 

you, you know, you were restarting the facility and 

what not that you would have to contact whatever 

refinery was providing product. And do you recall at 

all if - -  that being done by Kevin, any contact between 

him and - -  

MR. BURT: I don't - -  I don't remember him 

doing it, but - -  

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: You mentioned he was on 

the phone quite a bit, but you have no - -  no 

recollection at all what he was talking about on the 

phone? 

MR. BURT: No. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: HOW far is Ron Brentson's 

office from the control room? 

MR. BURT: I don't know. 50, 70 feet, 
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CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Can he see into the 

control room from his office? 

MR. BURT: No. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Does he come in on a 

frequent basis? Is he in there for - -  

MR. BURT: Yeah. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: He'd be in just - -  you 

know, is he in there for hours a day? Is he in there 

for - -  

MR. BURT: NO, I wouldn't say hours. But he, 

you know, generally comes through in the morning and a 

couple times during the day. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. So he has kind of a 

routine he follows? 

MR. BURT: I don't know if it's any exact 

routine, you know. Sometimes he's in there, you know, 

doing stuff, trending stuff. But generally, he just, 

you know, comes through and asks how things are going, 

that kind of thing. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: When it - -  if - -  in the 

event that the block valve at Bayview started to close, 

is that going to shut down all the rest of the pumps on 

the system7 

MR. BURT: It'll, yeah, shut down - -  well, 
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eventually, yeah. Do you mean does it automatically 

shut 'em down? 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Right. I mean - -  Well, I 

guess my point is - -  it shuts the line down for all 

practical purposes? You end up having to shut 

everything down and start it all back up, is that 

correct? 

MR. BURT: Yeah, unless it's a case that 

you're doing what they call "floating a tank" back 

then, that you were coming out of a tank at Bayview at 

the same time. Then you could foreseeably have that 

block valve go closed and all your north-end pumps 

would go - -  shut down, and you could continue out of 

that Bayview tank. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay, All right. And 

then you'd have - -  before June 10th they did that on 

occasion - -  

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: So it would definitely 

affect the upstream facilities? 

MR. BURT: Definitely. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: But not necessarily on 

downstream would it automatically knock everything down 

if you were pulling out of a tank? 

MR. BURT: Correct. 
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(Pause) 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Bear with me just a minute 

here. I'd like to go back through here and just make 

sure I got everything. 

(Pause) 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. Does anybody have 

any follow-ups? Cliff? 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: I just have a few, mercifully 

short. How long had it been, Ron, since you had 

trained someone before Tracy Greene? 

MR. BURT: I don't know. I'd say a year, 

maybe, something like that. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: Were you asked if you wanted 

to be a trainer? 

MR. BURT: Yeah, I was asked if I would train 

him. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: And why were you selected to 

train? 

MR. BURT: I don't know. 'Cause Ron likes 

the way I train people. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: Had he ever discussed with 

you why he was selecting you over other people? 

MR. BURT: Not really, no. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: IS it a job YOU enjoy? 

MR. BURT: I don't know if I'd say enjoy it. 
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It's - -  it's a challenge. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: Okay. 

(Laughter) 

MR. BURT: But I - -  I wouldn't say I enjoy 

it. 

MR. ZIMMERMAN: Okay. That's all I have. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Linda? 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: Just one question. 

Sorry. You said that if product was relieved into a 

tank after a relief valve operated that you needed to 

account for product. So does that mean that when a 

relief valve operated you would automatically look at a 

tank to see if there was a corresponding increase in 

product in the tank? 

MR. BURT: Yes. And to see if the valve was 

still relieving. 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: Is that what - -  asked if 

you can ever recall specifically, you know, following 

that procedure at Bayview when you saw relief valves 

operating, but your recollection's been kind of vague 

so I don't know if you can answer that. 

MR. BURT: I don't recall. 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: But it is an automatic 

procedure? 

MR. BURT: To account for the barrels? 
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MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: Yeah. 

MR. BURT: Yeah. If - -  if the barrels 

actually were there. I mean sometimes it - -  it 

relieves and you don't actually get a barrel in the 

tank. It's like it's such a quick surge that it pops 

open and pops closed before anything actually runs 

through it. 

(Pause) 

MS. PILKEY-JARVIS: Okay. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Jim? 

MR. CASH: Just one question to follow up 

Eric. When he asked you about what you thought caused 

the - -  the - -  the pipeline to rupture, and I - -  I think 

you said - -  and that's why I wanted to clarify this - -  

that - -  that you thought that the pressure spike - -  not 

necessarily the rupture, but the pressure spike was 

caused by the Scata failure? Is that - -  

MR. BURT: I believe that had a lot to do 

with it, yes. 

MR. CASH: DO you - -  do you have any idea why 

or what - -  what part of the failure - -  was it doing 

things that it was not being commanded to do? Or was 

it acting on its own? 

MR. BURT: The Scata system? 

MR. CASH: Yeah. What - -  what aspect - -  I 
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mean, you know, you said earlier that you could run for 

hours without a - -  the computer up. Why - -  

MR. BURT: Well, in - -  in this instance what 

I heard later was that, you know, prior to the computer 

failure Kevin had swung from Renton DF to Seattle DF. 

And when that happens you're going 8000 barrels an hour 

into Renton. When you swing to Seattle it backs the 

line up. 

MR. CASH: So it was a combination of an 

operator doing something and then losing the control of 

the system? 

MR. BURT: Losing control and not being able 

to - -  

MR. CASH: Okay. 

MR. BURT: - -  complete what he was supposed 

to be doing. 

MR. CASH: Okay. So it was kind of bad 

timing? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

MR. CASH: Not necessarily you thought that 

the Scata was doing things on its own? 

MR. BURT: No. No. 

MR. CASH: Which you've never experienced, 

right? 

MR. BURT: No. 

EXECUTIVE COURT REPORTERS, INC. 
(301) 565-0064 



367 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

1 0  

11 

1 2  

1 3  

1 4  

15  

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1  

2 2  

2 3  

24 

2 5  

MR. CASH: Okay. 

(Pause) 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. I have - -  

(Laughter) 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: You mentioned that you had 

- -  training somebody and at the end of their training 

period you were asked for evaluation and basically said 

no, they're not ready. Was that - -  I mean they were 

made a controller against your advice? They basically 

ignored your - -  

MR. BURT: I believe they were - -  they were 

put with another person to train for a while, and then 

they were made a controller. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. So they did receive 

some additional training after your evaluation with 

somebody else? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Before they were elevated 

into that position? 

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: And YOU said that YOU 

thought they - -  

MR. BURT: Yes. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: IS there anything else 

that we haven't asked you about that you've thought 
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about over the last 15 months that you feel like may be 

of benefit for us to know to help us with our 

investigation? 

MR. BURT: Not that I can think of off hand. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Okay. Thank you. 

MR. ZARKY: One - -  can you get one copy faxed 

to you or something and have it attached as an exhibit 

rather than my letting go of it? 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: I can go make it - -  we can 

go make a copy - -  

MR. ZARKY: Oh - -  

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: - -  what we did earlier. 

MR. ZARKY: Okay. Fine. 

CHAIRMAN BESHORE: Yeah. Are we off the 

record, Ed? 

(Whereupon, at 6:05 p.m., on October 3, 2000, 

the hearing was adjourned. ) 
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National Transportation Safety Board 
Washington, D.C. 20594 

In the Matter of the National Transportation Safety 
Board Investigation of the Pipeline Accident Occurring 
in Bellingham, Washington, on June 10, 1999. 

COMPULSION ORDER 

It appearing to the satisfaction of the Chairman of the National Transportation Safety Board: 

1. That Ronald Burt has been called to testify or provide other information in this 
matter; 

2. That Ronald Burt has refused or is likely to refuse to testify or provide other 
information, on the basis of his privilege against self-incrimination; 

3. That in the judgment of the Chairman of the National Transportation Safety Board, 
the testimony or other information from Ronald Burt may be necessary to the public 
interest; and 

4. That this order has been issued with the approval of the Attorney General or her 
designated representative, pursuant to 18 USC Section 6003 and 28 CFR Section 
0.175. 

~ 

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS ORDERED, pursuant to 18 USC Section 6002 and 6004, that 
Ronald Burt appear and give testimony or provide other information which he has refused or is 
likely to refuse to provide or give on the basis of his privilege against self-incrimination as to all 
matters about which he may be questioned in this matter. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that in accordance with the provisions of 18 USC Section 6002, 
Ronald Burt shall forever be immune from the use of such testimony or information or any 
information directly or indirectly derived from such testimony against him in any prosecution, 
penalty or forfeiture, either State or Federal or otherwise; but the witness shall not be exempt 
from prosecution for perjury, giving a false statement or contempt committed while giving 
testimony or producing evidence under this order. 

Dated this /A  kr: day of 
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what caused this leak besides a M e  in the pipe? 

m. N I m :  Cbjstim. lack of f w t i m .  
IWt !Ucn .  
If pl mt Icnar. b d o p  !Ucn that l t ' 6  rct pin3 
tom&n? 

m. M m :  CbjRticn. -Lati=. 

lWt!ucff. 

what axe pl- M to fiv it ah? 
m. NIam: rrimpxanally? 

L b t  an I m l y  doirq? I'm just nrmiq my line 

the teat I a. 
Ycu - nrmiq the 1W the test p cculd tack m 
Jlme loth. 1999, as well. ccorect? 
a. 
rn c11 a parim of the lire there vas a tole 4 a 
leak. clxiwzt? 

a. 
rn p ' w  m that parim of the 1% tef-. 
Egrent 1. haven't pl? 

Yea. 
Q 
A I W t t h i n k s e g r a V l h a s d l y m s i n c e M .  

Q So bbh crntmllers ro* are just the &W? 

A 

An3 p ' w  m segrpnt 1 since tkm? 

me mtmller  is m m i q  it. TYe mh?r guy is just 

as a *-up. 
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Q 

nE anuoller m is just sswirg as a *-up? a 
cmtmller n m  it and- is just eervirg as a 
harK-q? 
Yes. in CaEe p Deed help m emethiq. 

Ard that's different than tbe vsy it *&5 &m tefm? 
Yeah. B e f o r e t w l i n e s u e r e ~ .  

sesrpnt 1 
lkennthdOfthelWintoFentJn, Seattkm 

d c h  parim of the line? 

sea-lac. 
Bath lines? 

M. 
Y o u d d c o n e  av of eiths refinery. 

m &at refinery pl're mnig out of. 

w n i c h l i n e e * S s ~ t 1 ~ a l t O f ?  Allofthe 

c q e n i s c n ~ r ; u n e r e f n t h e ~ e .  I t m a  

d d ?  B o t h l i n e e r r n t h o f ~ ?  

either the m e s  Refireris to mtm, Seattle, 

Sea-lac, rn the Fen&le wineries to Rental, 

Seattle. Sea-lac. 

You tee -- the line f r n  the- BfjneTyiS 

still in cperatim, iw't it? 

Yes. 
l a  that casidered ssgrmt 1 m the W i n e ?  
It 's COlsidaEd 6egra* 1 dEl it's Lpirg to segrenr , 
1. 
l k e l % f l o h ~ t l t h ¶ - f n r n R n a r r n t e s t a  
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BFlyiax to Fmltal? 

So what tqcpi-s t h e n u d p n p  have that line -tlq 

andfmnRaltmscuth-tjn3? 
l k n  it's arnsidered the rrainllne. 

?rd if tefcae thi*, tefom 

define form what yar oasider toke tk irainLine and 
se3r€nt 1 More m 10. 
sam2 thing. s q m t  116 & line that feeds Seattle, 
Sea-m ad I(entcn. 01 which refineria are 

f- that line. I it's a 16 inch line that 

n5e into Seattle, Sea-= and mtKn. 

Fnnl the &refineries, fnm w e  and ckny 

mint? 

YES. 

10th -- StUallY, 

OT frail Ananntes. 

So any- that 9" chn t k  16 inch line wae 

colsidered E q r m t  l? 

m abxt pxact  that care chn the 20 irrh line 
rrathofF3ltal? Wasthatsegnentl? 

1us. it VBS che m i m ?  because it amtinEdmu, 
Ratlalrl. 

Into, yeah, into Seattle, Sea-TaC and m m .  

s o p  have -- the 20 im3l line %as al- ansidered 
the l m i n l h e  More Jlne loth? 

Yes. 
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m. Aurm: U t ’ B  take a baeak. 

m, nsn; G3irQ off the rEO3ld. me tim 

is -My 10:51 a.m. 
I- taken at 10:51 a.m.) 

m. nsn; Back m the rermd. ?he t i m e  is 

z&yra&mtely 11:ffl a.m. 
Ym.- 

Q Ut ne switch - a little bit i f  w mrld. h t  

haw you dcne t o m  for this dcpsitim? 

Ymhirdepedent d; is that !+at I 

-w 

A I’M had a 8 h t  nee- with mY d. 
Q 

A Yes. 

Q k i s t k= t ?  
A AlanZxky. 

Q Is that ym hd Me th is  m e ?  
A M. 
Q Is that 6 o ~ e ~ n e  you’ve paid for or has yan m p n y  

paid for him? 

A Tbemrpinvpaysforhim. 

Q m p b + t k y f e e i p m & d ?  

A I d o l ’ t b i f t h y f e l I r e a l i t .  nWjurh 

offered it i f  I mted it. 

ran/ did you feel like you mted it? Q 
A I f e l t l i k e i f t h y w n e + r g t o p a y f m h i m  then1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 

11 

u 
u 
14 

15 

1t 

1; 

11 

I! 
2( 

2: 

2: 
2 

2, 

2 

1 

2 

3 
4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 

ll 

u 
u 
14 

1: 

16 

1: 

11 

l! 

21 

2: 

2: 

2 

2, 

2 



1 

2 

3 
4 

5 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 
u 
I2 
14 

15 

16 

17 
18 

19 
20 
21 

22 
23 
24 

25 

1 

2 
3 

4 

5 

6 

7 
0 

9 

10 

11 
u 
13 

14 
15 

16 

17 
18 
19 

2c 
21 

2; 

2i 
24 
21 

61 

nDve an. 
me. to -of a ~ 2 ~ j ~ 1 1 v h x  )au dm't -- is m a 

If p ' r e  * to giye him an inslluct im 

or spa!drg -t ad -fore a client, I 

needtololauthatmr. weneedtolonrthatmuad 
resolw it nar, M yau need to mke the desiptim 
m. Either k i s  a te iw't. 

m. NIOJLL: ?hat's m me. I disagree 
with )au vie# Of mia t  ,m. cmp, Mth. miat  m. 

Gzmp Hsalth -- wrisht ly miat  ~ 8 .  

case that dealt with *ther or mt a pz5q cai h3ve 
ex pyte d c a t i c n s  with 

Hsalth is a 

-ts of 

party hzwizq that the V t e  entity- 

represented. I t  did rat &al w i t h  the extent of the 

right of HL at- m t -  the -tim to 
have Enivileged d o a t i a l f  with "y errployees. 

lhz vpoh case extends the privilege &l the wydcnn 

to the leas t a f thee r rp l~ .  m i s o y a u a d l  

di-. 

case *Nchwas rejmedw the hTigM W. G z m p w t h  

m. BmmxR upjam CKe - a federal 

-. In a t i m ,  in mi@t m. r r s l f h ,  th?y 
d it wy den that a 1- d d  mt give 

insuurticns m to talk to the other side to -1e 
wto are mt clients, a " m q i q  or s&&q 

e33lts of that 1-. 
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KU & yau acces8 it tkn (11 this terminal? 
we q to th?, I &Pt loynu, r k y  Call it the O l m i c  

Intranet site. 4 click m the @emtias, 

KLintaance arri nccdre mmd site ard pi& 

'1Ahrarral C p r a t i o l s " .  

?+d it eete forth all the &tias that m 

oplsi&re3 ahnlml? 

Y e s .  
Is it idatid to the hard &. @emti- t.srud 

far Gnuallem? 
I dn't h. 
yhen UBS it last ?+a&? 

me cmpt=. 

I as- it is. 

m. NIm: WhiChaE, tlE Int-t or -- 

m. M a n h  Cbj&m. l d  of f d t ~ .  

Wor to J- 10th ar just last ?+at&? 
Idst qrhtd. 

I think the ?+atd p3ns Of i t ,  after 3aE 10th 

mat p t S ?  

I chl't h C-aZtlY. 
lulything to m with ahmmal onditicns? 

I teliere m of that YBS ?+at&. 
m *t? 
I dn't h. 

srrretire. 

I'd have to lmk at it. 
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M *&s the laat tine yau lmked at it? 

well. 1 vwally lmk at it, p h. virtually m=ry 

tire I 'm m a &m shift. 
mnt & yau nean "a earl shift"? 
I ' m  ol the line that's m t  nmniq. 

guy. 

I ' m  the ks&-up 

soyau're cpins to the rwwal weiymkr day? 
Mt alvap,  but -tines I 61dm thm& it. 
I thx#u it YBS virtually everymkr  dan shift? 
yes. ht I &Pt I& at  it aery  mkr cbn shift. 

taly would yau access it weiy mkr earl shif t  tkn? 
Juat to uy to h mae f d l i a r  with it. 
was this .pur pamice tefcae -- 
M. 

-- thz ca tas tqh  in J- as w?3.l? 
M. 
w oft= did yau acce66 the d Mm J ~ E  loth? 

I'd say m y  wery muple rrmtha. 
IS an instmctim ~ 1 1  that the emtmllm are 
E q p m 3  M te mirg 6QTe of tkir tack-up tine to 

k e m ~  faniliar with the d? 
It's Iyx a exact coder tom i t ,  
w daes it m earl tkn. a reoxrrendatiol to & it 

b "wagrpnt? 

m. 

M, I m i t  ixmse I feel it's W t  to & it. 
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WrfdicWt y a  do it t e f w  if it y&5 i npnm t to &? 

I did it tef-, just mt as often. 

~ w y  -1e rrouhs you'd cnly access it kefm, 
aarecc? 
URYezt. 

If it ws 
before tkm m a mae regular h i s ?  

I dn't b*. 
myou think that y o u h m  mae tim mr tot-x 
faniliar with tk d mi wbat's -7 

Yea. 
m p think that i f  you're -irg it basically 
"ery other day, & you w you're mpe faniliar 

with t k  d Hdwhat'B IaTimi Of you rn than 

to &, vhyd&'t you& it 

p - tefm Jme loth? 

A Yea. 

Q I 1pu d & ' t  he h3vkg to aCceBs it that Often 

i f  thse -'t a lot that you neaied to 1- in tk 
n€xnnl, aarecc? 

m. VmaR abject-, argurenLative. 

A I dn't b if it's a lct to learn. A lot of it is 
83 p ' r e  f an i l k  with where to 9 to fird it easier. 

Q Y r n M s a r e c o r e m s c n ~ t o f i r d c e n a i n t h i E z  
More am? loth? 

A M, I M'thaveomcems. 

( r n E r 3 a - E Y m . m )  
71 

A Yeah. 
Q HW&I@lthat?  
A I think it's K-N-A-P-P. 
Q 

A Yeah. ' likethat. 

You rpnt there for a yBar Cn a year mi a half. rim? 

Q m y o u - h w t o a p e l l t k n m ?  
A 

Q R n d t h a t - ~ t e l i e f .  A r e y m m t h a t ' s t k  
I Mi- I j& told you. 

usy lau spell the nare of th is  mllep  ym rent to fm 

a m an3 a half? 
m. NlcDlL Cbjeaim, m t a t i w .  

A 

Q 
NX m l y  sure. 

Wmm is this m l l q  out of? 

I b e l i e  that's the usy it is. 

A I W t k y M a c a r p u s i n A u h a n H d T s c r r a .  

Q V 6 7 i c h - d i d p ~ t o P  

A ?-uhRm. 
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HW did that get you into -tin3 a pipeline? 
I dn't telim it did. 
D i d  "y Of the - OT arnlthirg at - 6minea8 
-1 Wiry you to -te a pipel-? 

M. 
l Y m  hw did 1pu get into -tiE pipelines? 
I 

untml center. 
a job with tk w a n i n w e d  into tk 

rhich mrpany, 
O l p i c  Pips Lit€ w. 
V & n d i d p s M w i t h t l m @  

' 8 6 .  

5bt did p do tehuffn 1980 d 1S86? 
I had szwxal jaS.  
ssh ae? 
wsked for Pacific 5 & f a r  a vhile. Vmkd 

for xenrarrh TNck anpKly for a a l e .  
Any -? 

M. ItNnkIwnkdwithmrecar€etl-fma 
6lrar the. 
So at Pacific 5 & F tmdq ,  Aat did yau do th?xe? 
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A l l  shifts? 

Yes. 

Soeverymmt of enq ,  shift he YBS thw for fwr 
rn*? 
Yes. 

D i d p  go any sort of sirmlatiols cn hnu to 

m e  ermgscies or hnu to m e  akonral 

&time c k i q  thi~ f o n  mth tlainirg? 
kb 8irmlatim. 

b d i d  p tkn l e ~ n  hnu to handle ahranal 
Coditiola? 

m t l y  just tkyuruld say, p b, b t  d d p  
& in this situatim ard p ’ d  tell them, that kid of 

thirs. 
just ~ c a f  of i n f d  -ti- d -? 

Y e s .  
Any teeeirg that p wene tkW$l? 

M. 
m.NIoIL: Atnvhm3lirgdUmT0l 

I*R.Em?Evx?: n=a?me&tkqesticn. 

sitilat-? Is that vhat p -? 

m. NIm: I dJje  to the qwstim 
tezmseituas-. 1-.DNid,dmpSayw 

tramrg m the U s  of twig asked a guesticn like 
that, I think it’a iqmtmt fo clarify. 

. .  

(KN anrr - By m. 
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m?audiblealanie&ttm&s3m,ocanst? 
I believe it is. 

So ths &ee the leak detectim systen dces it 
-te rnri provide p inf-ticn 
SSmca&? 

I t  rn irdeperrjen t of SrAm, I Mieve, hit I'm m 
an qmt. m it. 

of 

I believe it 's still 
of m, ht the i n f m t i m  it provi&s 

us, alarm, that k i d  of thkg, alee thm2gI93.m. 
S o i f S r A m - h p d c n ' t r e c e i v e a n y  

i n f m t i m  fmn the leak detectim men; is that 
what I *md? 
You don't receive any inf-tim thm2gI SaDA. 

m*w 
I telieve p on halk (N~T  to the leak b t e t i m  d 
lmk at the 6 c r e ~ ~  d still get inf-tim. 
So there's w tsaeenfmntheleak 
detecticn Bystan that's ixkpr&m t of SaDA; is that 
right? 

Yes. 
And that soeen, will it flash a l m  i f  there's a 

@lmQ 
I dn't lavw if it fl- alarms or it just BIDS m 

alarm. Idn'trerrerrter. 

N b t  do you rn you dol't l€n&?€e . It's still in 
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mt d e s s  p fel t  thse YBQ. 

let‘s go tack to vhat w vere calkirq ab-ut. - p 
have a pxddmwith the Sam Wtm ad it 9Je4 b, 
*‘a the m? 
pgain. I d m ’ t b v h a t p m b y g o i r g c b a .  

wny dm‘t p define for rre the diffupnt pvotaols 

that are eet up within O l p i C  Pip r;w for  hardlirg 
any sort Of 0 with the rmplter q t m  mznirg 

thes#msysrem. mtky€4nrateLlvmM? 

M. 

Chy, then just  t e l l  rre the +ten then that’s usad 
for  any snt of prblen with the anplter Eystm. 

m. N I m :  abject m the hasis of 

f&ticn. 

W 1 ,  i f  it‘s -- I rn i f  p think y~ i n f o m t i m  

is m d x g  tack a little b i t  darer, I rrean )a, 

dm’t -- it‘s totally d i f f e r a t  ttm mt gettirg any 

inf-tim tack at all. 
I jus t ran t tob thepmS=ml .  ~ w n t t o b t h e  

s w  that are eet up, a0 tell m the stardarda. 

m. N I ~ .  Sare cbjectim. Iark of 

If p ‘ r e  mt gettirg any 
fondatial. 
stardards for &!at? 

infcarreitim b?k m y~ saeens? 
Yeah. 

I 

9 

2 
A 

0 

a 
Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 
A 

Q 

A 

(by, vhat m-&-j& tminiq twe you had? xw mmy 
ti- has the -tex 9;”e b that p ’ ~  teen 
halrmd7 
It MLy rarely has eMI - b. 
Ha8 it ew 9me cba? 
I think I told ycu tefcae, I’M ~ e e n  it - dun 

twice. 

r*nirg a tua ti- d i d p  93 thmgil sprial 

hbt special trainirg, m. 
E i d p  go chm@ any tlainiq En hm t o  dsal with 

trainkg m hcw to deal with that situatim? 

that situaticn in the fut-? 

M. 

so p h a v e n ‘ t  bun td rd  t b l m  vhat to m WtEn a 

well. - for, p b, v e  Imw aiT prcdJre. 
call mwh35y. get eudad!J M tkTe that 
emethiq atrut it. 
Anythins oths ttm just call- 
we b, ycu b, p ’ r e  SvROsed to get qerators 

out te mn tk f i r i l i t i e s  i f  you tin, that lrird of 

m. 
so call 8cne Buperviaor ard call to get &kr 

-tors out in the field;  is tht right? 

m-m. 

carplter - ?om; is that d#U? 

1 

2 

3 
4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

u 
II 
14 

E 
1t 

1: 

1$ 

S 

21 

2: 

2: 

2: 

28 

2 

1 

2 

3 
4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

Y 

u 
14 

15 

16 

17 

i e  
1 9  

2c 

21 

2: 

21 

24 

2I 

4 

Q 

A 

Q 
A 

Q 
A 

Q 
a 
Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 
A 

Q 
A 

Q 

A 

Q 
A 

Q 

a 
Q 

A 

Q 
A 

Q 

A 

Q 
A 

Q 



1 
2 

.i 6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

u 
u 
14 

E 
x 
li 

16 

E 
21 

2: 

2: 

2: 

21 

2! 

1 

2 

3 
4 

5 

6 
7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

l2 

u 
14 

15 
16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

25 

R 
2 

R 

Q 
PI 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 
A 

Q 

A 

Q 

89 

lbvdntpurp) 
*of the p n ~ s  at t k  refineries cz anpkere that a 

~ i s k e i r g p r r p e d ?  

You CHI nake a call to the refineries. 
6n pl have t b T  alut the lime b? 

YeB. 

But p woul**t & that if p tb.@ the line ~ 8 8  

ping p t t y  & kefcw the corplter W? 

onrecc. 
Is the 9SX.S systenbasicallypx qes an3 e a ~ ~  fa 
the -time of this pipeline? 
Yes. 
Ard 60 if the Sam 

blW ard &af as to what's ping m in the line, 
axzEct? 

Yea. 
w u l d p ~  driw a car i f  p rmldn't 6ee or hear? 

M. 
But p feel it was safe to &iw and -te a 
pip el^ i f  the -ter sytem w s  &m 83 Y" m't 
see cr k mychiq that's sing m in that line? 

well, it's safer h just alutting &m me 4 of 
the pipeline d k@rg the reet - &a, tm. 
YCO h i t  have a srstemser up 80 that Y" - slut 
dcvsl the pipel- in t h e e  of an 

b, ]"'re esmtial1y 
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Q 
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Q 
A 

puRTs in mcdinville? 
M. 

I f t h e p a w n g p s i t i n r a e n t c n d d y x l o s e t h e  - in eayvl& 
Ycu really d W t  lose the -, wnrld p. sir) 

nmtml1y p wuld. 

mtml1yi.ken thePrdEt rm!2 my dp can't get 

it any -, ccarect? 
well, m, if p lose tte - in mtcn it 's 9% 

to b. It'll hit VdER the pram is axl it'll 

s -. 

h u e e  p'll haM p"66uR mqe€ t€u.uee the 

prdm CHl't get PJStEd thlw3h Mtm, c.nTwzt? 

M. 

so what p l ' re  eayiy is tte bysten w i l l  &t dclM 

-. 
that'e t k  *aythat the bysten- set up ie 

that you let it s h t  itself b autoratically with 

pressure erages vhile p ' r e  calling yrlm O k  

cperatars and calling px sup?misors? 
p *tard the pm=aue was? 
un?ll, in that p u x h r ~  p ' d  m y  call the 

refinery ard !lWe tkm S h t  t h z i r p x p  &.n. 

Vlait a n6Nlt.e. 

If Y" lase Mtcn. 

IS that vhat 

In what prCc&m? 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

l? 
14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

1 

2 

3 
4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

l2 

u 
14 

15 

16 

11 
1€ 

l5 

2[  

21 

2: 

2: 

21 

2! 

-_ 
90 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

2 

4 

Q 

n 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 
Q 
A 

Q 
A 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

LO 
11 

u 
u 
1 4  

1: 
1 6  

li 

I t  

15 

21 

2: 

2: 

2: 

22 

21 

1 

2 

3 
4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 
10 

11 

12 
u 
14 

15 

1 6  

17 

18 

19 

2c 

21 

2: 

21 

24 

2! 

- 

3 

R 
Q 
A 

Q 

A 

Q 
A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 
A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

95 

aarece. 
93 it 's p t t y  &tical for  p to ioa* just h t ' s  
95irg to cause W eyee m3 ears to go blirdand 
deaf, isn't i t ?  

Y e s .  

Rnd it 's w t t y  &ti& far ym to ioa* just hzw lug 
ym my te mid& en3 deaf with tht Smm. system 

tefcae t h W ' B  back-up papr, aca?ect? 

emtly. 

a per  arw that you can ColtiInlE to aperate off of 

m m i q  t h i B  pj&eline? 
I dcn't larw, 30 miilutes, rom. I an.t laav. 
 re tkee just wild guesses ar sore- that ym'm 
trained m as an qerator 80 that you kxx th 
c.pacities of pm system) 

I'm rot tmimd m it. 

well, it is mitical to larw abut. I m't tell  p 

Tellmabav. A h u t h m l a q c b p h i f t h s Z a  

the Swns s p t m  80 you're mt blh3 and deaf in 

18 th%E mythkg m I"patmt f c n p  to cia- 
j& Mfely as an -tor & the = system 

l t n t ' S  pretty ilwecmt. 

I6 tkz€ anythhg m iqmtant  than that? Anythirg 

mae -ant f m -  tom- j& Bafelythmthe 

5c4x system 
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m e c q  mvOl e s i t i m  data or 
that. 
Ani data m s i t i c n ,  correct? 

Yeah. 
Ani are all the sapwiscoy mtml prtiols of the 
Scaw Bystan qemble as wll as the data msiti- 
psi- of it aperable foll- a prer o w  for a 

main perica of tire? 

Y0.l lo& like p ' r e  ses5 icg  at that. Ive p 
guess- m are p sayirg that f m  b l e d p  that it 

b? 
I'm mt sure h t  p ' r e  sayirg. Are p sayixg can 
w see othzx parrs of t k  pipeline hirq pauu outage 

at Mtal? 

I think 80. 

If p have a - aicage a t  mtal, rhat da yau b 
p can do .n that pipe lk  f 0 l l d r g  the cuta3=? 
I --1thinkthey-see.atk€TpartsofthPipelim 

bu 1 %  mt -. 
You tm-a't teen traired f m  that situatim? 

M. M eet tainirg, m. 
IJ3t an exact tmjniq. ro- tminin3s.t all  in 

h t  p CHI d can't & in a nituatiol if  p have a 

pw wta3e in Rental? 

I W t  been in t h t  situatim. 

I think it 's diswsed. 
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Q 
A 

Q 

d p - sL4posed to fi- out rfiat yau CHI & 

d m t  do? 
Tmy di&'t e m a l l y  & that $ail= I wd6 m-the-job 

. .  uauurg, m. 
Did you have inn/ t y p  of tminiy as to rfiat p can - Kd h t  p can do if the -ta failed? 

Basically, if  they failed blird, p can't 6ee 

-. 
I b that. 

to lorw what p ' r e  93- to & inrespmEe to i t7  

nnmirg seedy OT ~B 9kg m in v pj@ine. 

I lour, Lnw ssim it is. I just want 

?gain, it a. p h, if  yan lim'e teen 

IS ttat just - j w  OT ia that rhat the 
policies ad p m c d m ~ ~  that have teen trainsd to p 
to nake that k i s i m -  p b z m e  blird en3 deaf 
with the x?+m -ten 9% &Ml? 

Tlut's my j-t. 

~ a v e  p been SpRlfically trained to vbt )CIL can & 

an3 mt do or M d d o  ar mt & in the event that 

tpe XnrA SyStemEFes rt;*n f a  my reasn? 
M, I have nX been bpffifically traire5. 
hRn after Jlme loth p haven't h?d that t- 

w. I thin!=myke it w a s p a t  of that DE class 
that thq diswsed a l i t t l e  hit. 
In m i c e ?  ?hat hydralice =la56 p upnt to. 

1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

u 
l3 

14 

15 

16 
17 

lE 
15 

2c 

21 

2: 

2: 
24 

2! 

I 

I 
1( 

1: 
1: 

1: 

1' 

u 
1, 

1' 

1, 

1 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

- 

2 
\ 

2 

R 

a 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

100 

A 

Q 
A 

Q 
A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 



1 
2 

3 
4 

5 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 
l2 
u 
14 

E 

1€ 

li 
i t  

I! 
2( 

2: 

z 
2: 

21 

Z !  

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 
10 

11 

u 
13 

14 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

2c 

21 

22 

2? 

24 

2: 

101 

A I Wt d l y  if we did OT ~ h ' t .  

2 What's )"n UCaFt fear wtmn you're cprathg that 
pipdine? 

P Aleaksituatim. 

2 I6 ymr -t fear a leak SiMtiOl ard p mt Ian* 
atcuti t? wlldthatteevenrrwe? 

R sme. 
Q whlld it te p t t y  f& fa you to qec3t.e that 

bysm blind ard deaf? 
A Yes. 

Q m the pricoity of thug€ that are of cmem to you. 
+at's m l y  the thirg that warldbe the 1TDBt 

h h t ' s  go- m in the cpmtim of rmr 
p ipe lk?  

cmcemiq "you uuldte the fact that you wouldmt 

A Yea. 
Q Canyiuthinkofaqtbiwwnseaem~tcrthan 

kirg blird d deaf ad lor kmhqht ' s  9% m 

wtmn yiu're tzyjrg to qerate that Pipeline? 
A M. 
Q h t  -tirgerCi%l W h t  twe you 

inplerentsa to take care of that (cwt fear of t* 
to qerate that piplire blind d deaf? 

A l M t I ~ l y i m p l - t &  
Q Yar prsCraly first. W e ' l l  OM w i t h  that. 

A 

Q 
A 

Q 
A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Yes .  

m yiu think that's safe? 

I dm't Imow. 
m. N I ~  &j&im. Asks for  a 1 4  

anclusim. 
I vant )"n qm. m p think it 's safe? 

I t 's  al- ken. the W-tim we've gotten tm- 
al- teen reliable eaept h it's mt cm6rg in. 

h m  three pgple died, ri&? 
m. MmLL; Cbjeaim, a q m e n t a t i e .  

~t that tine we -'t settiq amy h f m t i m .  

mat t k n i E  the BaR p&lw that I h t e f m e .  
W-m m're mt g r t t iq  m y  infcmratim you're blind 

a& p.t're deaf, aren't m? 

m p  think that mt bavirg a bysm set q so that 

you &t 

Y e s .  

that pipeline blind d deaf ie 

safe? 

m. cbjeaim. mischuacterim th 
testimny. Assinee fade mt in widpnce. 

yiu had eTmth%r Bystem. 

%don't w2 9 bsk to the day of the incident d 
talk about h t  you- dokg tkre  weratkg tb3.E 

M. it's mt -- 4 1 ,  it d d  te s a f e ,  I guess, i f  

thing fc r  a ppliadof tine blind ard deaf, 
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m. mUE: Excuee re, W d ,  it's ahxt 
five to l2. I t  son& to ire like F ' r e  gokg to 93 
into -- tlus will be a 1- subject. m p yw 
"taeak fOTantux ardorxehrk) 

m. -: slae, he w do that. 
m . m :  W O u l d y o u l i k e t O ~ t h ~  

ad flip the taFe mw'm 

we're alrmst at th 4 of this me. 

t o p -  tine? 

mR.- matwillbefine.  
m . m :  T n i S i s t k d o E t a F e M . 1 i n  

the aefasitim of Rm aat. Ihe t i r e  is 11:53 a.m. 

miqof f threaad .  
(Ex i t  m. PlatiS ard m. Wffl.) 

(Lmrh - taken at 1153 a.m.) 
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Ard rhat 158 Kevin Lyvig dokg rhen )cu care in? 
I bm't h ex%tlyvhat he 158 &icg. 

h&9 his tar, tm. 
FnEn p.l get cn shift like that, bvt you uy to 

fi- cut vhat -time are pixg m so you km 
h t ' s  

M, just k i d l y  m the line p ' r e  9% to ix 

I m he 

m bxh parts of the line? 

m. 
You r)n't ilqxre ar lmk in to €€e vhat the deli- 

SChaLles are ad the flW - my be d tk€e 
-8 of 
No. just m the liw you're go- tote nmiq. 

my do you just I d  a t  ule line you're &tobe - 
Because that'8 the me I xs6 

IS the p x & n J m  that %h?n there'e go- to be a shift  

(IL bxh ptTs of the line7 

to be nmiq. 

m, that the m -troller shuld lmk to see 
exs t ly  vhat's gokg m m bxh 1-? 
M. 

E b r n p l  tmkwer for Isve mth, h m r h  lmg2rwas 

Kwin W i g  9kg tote 1;Fnainirg m7 

lhree hnw. 
m the &of his Shift? 

Y e s .  

Ard gokg t o  take - for him? 
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M, *'re still prfuad.q m jm. 
You tmk - early for mve snith m mze loth; ie 
chat ri*? 
Yes. 
-you+ thze a t  atcut 3:OO. were.plusedto 

h..iqyuu dirner abour 3:W? 

M, ILX 4 1 y .  
wmn did pJ ueully eat tefcae yan niglt 6hift? 

-1y 1:M) in the aftennn. 
so you had f a l l 4  

I bm't d. 
Were you ill? Did you have any physical at 
all m Jme loth? 
M. 

sd&ule m Jlme loth? 

so emythhq 158 fairly norrral, a mmal ay tefare 
you g x  there; is that riglt? 
Yes. 
ArdwipnyougetthzemreliweCaveSmth. d o p  

h n h a t  fmcti- were Epirs m? 

Ae far za -- 
a t ' s  k do*. W s  Epirs m w i t h  the lW? 
Wt'S Cave Smth 

Yeah. 
w V a B  nEmin3 his final haz d &&in3 the Shzete, 

mM.cgwuewaytMcgbal.%d. 
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A h tk i ry lo fp l?mlkg?  

Q Yes. 
L 
1 Ri-. %t’s v.+m p ’ d  do the p l m ,  wxlcb’t 

You mm prim to shmiq up at wsk? 

P? 

s o p  get into work and evqthkg is still rmml 

w ycu first  b up; is that n-? 

L Icbn‘tlonx. Sleepandcrneintownk. 

2 

4 Yes. 

1 Ard rhat dces m anith tell p E=ztly as to *‘S 
9- an? 
I dn.t rmmix~ Eactlyw+!at he toldrre. 

What do ycu mmlrker that p ver€  do% V h T I  FJ 6 t O N  

up at *ark? 

I remnter I ’ m  d o - h t  I always do v&n I h u p  

towork. 1dm’ tmmter theex~zsofudpI ‘ rn  
cut of cn * I ’ m  delivprins to that 1- a ~ p .  

16 the fact that it.8 leen 14 -the, is that hard for 

ptorerenterthisday) 

Even t k q h  this aay 
day in yan life, -? 

Ik details of rto I w sJir4 to mirto I n06 

delivEzilq alt of dm’t stard at .  

Didycumakean-Iog? 

Yes. 
star& a t  like m o t k r  
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Beoauae I M i d  Kevin u&9. 
What did p do to verify that Kevin wdb an 

hergavlyw 
I dimlt & mythkg Lo verify.  

d s i q  it, tut I & V t  rererrter exactly. 
If he di&’t do it it w x k l  be y w r  nspnsibility ta 
& it, e? 
Yes. 
sa vbt d i d p  do thx@~ to& 
dcneeither~Ksinorbycmehdyelse, 

Irs? 
Seems l lke - - Idn ’ t l ao ,ha t Id id .  I-- 

like I - CIE k e i q  nede m I would haw d i d m e .  I 

wxld think. 
m y m s t m l d h a w d m e m e y m d d t h i n k ,  e? 
Yes. 

I believe I - him 

that it w 

And ycu dimlt & - i n  thff case, ri*? 
I assure k€calEe I tlwcgu cne w be& dcne. 

Of “y Cp=ratac’S exist-, Ccasect? 

A r d p  laav that mkiw asslliptias can te the tane 

m. VEWDW: mjeticn, aqmmtative. 

urzwzt? 
RSSiblY.  

actually 9 (11 acts facts, Ken’t p, in c€erat- 
In fact, p ’ r e  c r a b 4  rot to m!e assmptias but to 
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I've  eve^ sew q k d y  do it. 
ae visual dams that ooie off, are thw lishts in 

th? m t h a t  sand for in alamp 

M. 
sa the nl ly  rrorwig alazm is the m e  alann; is 

that riglt? 
Yes. 
M then othswise the al- Bre onfined to *hat- 
saeen or t m  thq my te at; is that correct? 
Yes. 
Molthe- itself, a r e t k m q e C a + o f  
fla&eE that y2 al or oolor Crdjr9 that Eprj ul to let 
you!umttI?@sanalame 

m tk am- tkre is. 
Vht ~%FKE m th? alarm saeen? 
TIE alarm- in an3 m adible  sand- off and 
it f l a s k s  up cn tk m. 

B y f l a s h i w u p c n t h e B l w n , d o e s i t j w ~ m  

t k  6 a e ~ i  cr 
mtil it's teen zc!-rx%l- and c l d ?  

It a n t i m . % S l Y  f l d .  
mtil i t ' s  keen ackmledpa and clear& 
Yes. 
M u d n  dRides rdrse jcbit  is tnachxl+ md 

clear that alamo 

it omtinru6ly flash m the m 
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Q 

A 

=F== 
so i f  it *88 a lan tank, M e  yau -1- and 
clear the alarm, ycu Btarld verify jus t  exarrly xhat's 
ousin3 th? 1Lw rea3iq Of th? alarm, correrr? 

And aloe th3t has teal aamplieh4 p vruld tkn 
-1- i t  m the 6 a e ~ l  m th?& i t  xarld etcp 
flaBhiq 

(Np it's StCFped flashirg, iml do w2 ku6 it 's teen 

Yes. 

Yea. 

verified and -4 m just left n e d ?  

well, if saretcdy a c ! c m m  it, I m thq 
wrified it. 
Alrl if they d f i e d  it, i t ' m  eitlET. ane- Lhat 

reds mnectM or rot; d d  
M i t 's  -- tkt W v e  lmked at. 

te xi-? 

And 80 * arE you 1- cn th screw as to the 
tbt are rot flachiq*yau f a t  acrre .n 

shift? 

Just 60 I knw W ' s  still m alm en3 &at iw't. 
*yagxcnshif t this&y,  didyauchckthe  

alarm - m Jme loth? 
I'm 6 ~ a e  I did. 
DOyaurEsalldoirgthat? 

I dm't recall mul ly  doirg i t ,  m. 

1 A  

2 0  

3 

4 

5 A  

6 Q  

7 

8 

9 A  

10 

11 

l 2 Q  

u 
14 A 

15 

16 Q 
17 
18 A 

19 

20 Q 

21 A 

22 Q 

23 

24 A 

25 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 
u 
14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

- 

Q 
A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 
A 

Q 



1 

2 

0 :  6 

7 

0 

9 
10 

11 

Y 

u 
14 

15 

16 

17 

It 
15 

21 

z 
2: 

2 
2, 

2 

1 

2 
3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

0 

9 
10 

11 

Y 

l? 

14 

15 

16 

17 
1s 
15 

2C 
21 

2; 

2! 

\ 

a 
4 

a 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 
A 

Q 
A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

well, I v a s  9% to core 111 early far h i m  m3 ke m3 

P%-gJhn=. 
Juat early? 

-tely - hxrz early. 

so p 
k d d  get off shift right 

qpxd to  h tkre qpTximtely 3:OO BO 

thBi; is that 

right? 
Yes. 
Did you get tbre early 60 h? muld 1- right a t  
3:00? 

IaXPtxEmTteT. I m I g o t t b r e r i g h t a b D u t  

M c b  p kmvkyh?  -you to  take rn far 
3:OO. 

him 
M. 

Did he have an -hmt or -thin2 to 9 to? 
I dm't b. I dib't ask. 
Is it cmmm far  you to bc& 15 hur shifts? 

~e mmm, m. 
mt of a cqular mth, b often warldym te v r d d q  

a Is hxr shift? 

I'd say n q k e  ti-, fox thee a -. 
M *p & that, I -that's 93% tonnke al 

a t . r a h g s h i f t f o r y m ,  ccarect? 
Yes. 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

U l  

twiq to institute on la\n lim or Dyvig'B line? 
I & l o t  - cm ny line. I b ' t  km rhat Kevin 

.me milq a his line. 
you dol't xEmTteT or you just r s m  I d ?  
?hat's m paa Of the shift -. 
so are y o u € q h g . p l -  l d  &at k w3s &isg 

or d i d p  1- d r x ' r e  just mt ' it 

mJ? 

M, I never l d .  
so *ym st- m. you- just tm to get up 

to speed ae to what v m  

the d i n e ;  is that right? 
Yes. 

m m eegmt I ar a 

A r d ~ t e l y w h a t t i r r e d i d y m t a k e w -  

m i d y  for EBm Smth? 

scrrprhse bet- 3:OO. 3 :E ,  I thkk. 

W m t  did you mart cbicg 

J u s t  ny ncarral mutine to get up to  speed m his line. 
I tkmght p did that in the f i rs t  five to ten 

nbnutes? 

M, that's mly a shift turmver. 
Ihr 1 - h  it take you to get up to s p d  as to 

what's 9% m? 
Geneally, it's an hlu to tm hxrz to I d  
-. 
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?+d h rn Smth asked i f  p r m l d  tde -, 
di*i't ask *he & the tine off early? 
M. 
You just said, ye&, I'll & it? 
Ye&. 

Rnd the ammp'mt ua8 tote tkre muEplly 3:OO ~3 

you muld cb the suit-; ie that right? 
Yes. 
?+d it tmkym a t a t  five to ten ndmtes to ~p 

thIuQh the papewcnk ad lcok t lmuq l l  th? vari- 

tefcae ym wne able to Lake OvSr far 

m. %tk? 
Yea. 

the five to t e n d n u t s  that you - tkre, - tkre arry al- that went m? 
I dcn't rerrerrter. 

VlasthecarplterWAcing 

m s3m GyStBn *as qeratiq c u n x t l y ,  right? 

M- tkre Hlyarriible alarm that -? 

?uly visual alanlE that - off? 

wne thzre a r r y p x d x x  cbl%xs *t Icu all m 

Yes. 

A4 fax a8 I h n d  it -. 

I dcn't xEmTteT. 

I dcn't remrrtpr. 
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so a l e  )ou'le SURased to te mnitaairg the activity 

that's 9% (11 with the line, the first h3.u to ha 

tmm p ' r e  uyins to fi- mt uhat went m with 

the line ke fm.  m the shift M-; is that right? 
M. what's 9% to  hq&Fn Ol yM shift omin3 up. 

h t ' S  9% to tqpen Ol la\n shift * you're that 

far into la\n shift? 

t h i q s y o u h a v e t o c b .  

tote r e v i b l e  f a r  the tatdl chm3s that *Ild 

COM cbr i rq  the f i rs t  hur to ha hxrz mla\n shift 

then? 
I ' m  -mle fm thn. 
so you n%d to leam that, what. 

?qthiqc.nilgupinthenext h a r  en. 
so prt of the shift chacge is to rry to fi- cut 

what's Epirs m in the ru3b hxu to traiuxe; is that 
right? 

mirg the shift cker&x rhat didw learn m3 9% 

on in thenex hur to tm tum m theminline? 
I dcn't rerdx  emt ly rha t  uas 9% m. 

w h y h  it take an hur to ha hxrz to fi- cut 

Tkre's just a lot of bat& ctmq+e am3 different 

Ihr & you fi- mt rhat's 9% to -- \*o's 

in the f i r s t  five to 

ten nlilnlts? 

Yea . 
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m p rslsrter evctly rhat was Epirs m at all 
dxiqth is .%Tf?  

CMain thirss. 
%-en p take - shift, Vht'S the f i r s t  thirs p 

m corpxers qTear83 to be Slarlrg dan. 
?his is right as BCD~ as p m? 
hh, that (188 -- I mt knr. 
frsre. say 15. 20 ntmtee later. 

sa this d d t e  driq the 15 to 20 ntmtes a f t e r p  

haw taken Dyer the shift? 

Yes .  

YOU mtice the v t e r s  are sl- d;*n? 

YES. 

Rm do p mtice tht? 
I mt ramltez. 

!&&hex I 

pint -lace, I ?art -, hb it we nx 
axeptw it. 
so i t 'e  mt that it uaw't -- that it (188 81- 

cbn. 
At that pint it -'t. 
It *as nmrespmive, correct? 

Yes .  
Iulr, (188 tkere a perid of tire h f w  it YBS 

Z m m t € r i  

I mt )anu a tine 

I YBS d3irg mfethire m the l k .  
Bwitchirg f0nmtS m pttirg in a eet 

I t  wasn't acceptirg it a t  all? 
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w i v e ,  kirg the rmplter, that it - aloxly 
Nx that I h of. I b ' t  tried to & anythkg. 

so tk ccared tmimlcqy M nx te srcwly 
r e w i v e  m sl-iw cbn. 
mticed of a +em rrith the corpber. it w 
w i v e ;  is that right? 

Y e s .  

V i k t  didw do h p m t i c e d  the mrplter - 
w i w ?  

I mtiud it to Kevin. 

T k  fimt thin3 y x  

r$a td idhe .qe  

B?just..Ictn'tr€?m&rvAntheeaid. I4 
-1- my. that he had it. I h ' t  

remnber his exact wx&. 

was the -ter dmiq cbn for him as uell? 
Idn'thwN. Iirragire. 
D i d p  tell him that the rmplrer*as -iw 

first  cr did he tell )"1 the mrplter aReared to be 
mne+ve? 
I telieve I told him. 
A r d d o p  recall &nt tire that hem 

n i d p h a w l h t ,  rrritethatdaninthe, rhatewr 

that mtebmk that p- do- 

M. 
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vue? 

Is that true m' rat 

m. MCDLL: C b j b j e c t i o l ,  mi-izes. 
m. m: lotally mischKacterizea his 

testinmy. 
I Qn't -1 mticirg that. 

m. NIm In fa, p chastised him for 

aSm6qJ. ae I z€call. 

m. BmThw: m a t ' S r i E p b .  Ihat'Suhatk 
said. w a 6 4  that it did it Me. 

m. m mycu told h i m t h t  he saida 

fnu minut- a ~ p  that it did m, m 9'- --  
m.-: ana-spdhmyou 

talkilq here fca? Ycu're rat a party to this 
litigatim. You c m  mke Objecfimm that have to do 

with lx iv i lq  an3 that's it. 
interjet tim ~ ' i i  haw you m. m we 

have a Clear m%m%m5q ' ofthat? 

If p ' r e  piq to 

ha. m: m. 
m.VmmF: I f ~ ~ h i m ~ p  

m. Bh- m, I mt haw to IBRNe 
tsw to mmm his climt. 

his client. If he's tryirg -- 
m. ZARKY; You're atq him, you're 

tellirg him the exact mite of &t hz Mid. 
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Were p able to & any otkr f m c t i m ?  

M. 

were p able to get any otkr rraclirg? 

M. 

W w u l W t  p t h i k i t  had lackelup? 
m. NIOBL: cbject to the fcam Of th2 

qssticn. Vague. 
Is a differerre in your rird of muespmsive 
Hd 1- q? 

Ian't!uc4. I h ' t h u h a t - - .  A l l 1  

Alrl had this tqpPe3tefcne in the q l e  days p 
had teen v m i 5 l q  tefcae? 

M. 

was this th? f i r s t  tine in a mth oy m tefw this 
that th? -term hen 1-q~ or rrruespcnsive? 

Yeah, I dm't rprrpnber it hqTmim3. 
I6 tke pmxedrc that as ECCI~ a6 cne data entry is rot 
-lied w i t h ,  that p M a t e l y  9 to ~ m p t m  

rmm 
nEle i s  m BM -. 
Wqdih't ya uee a phole? 

BecaUseIdE€erotto. 

W mt? 

I dm't b. 

kar is  it -'t m!deg. 
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I dcn’t b. To say hi. M W f i c  masm. 
Y m  d h ’ t  he q4rG hi to anyal+ WtEn you 

the Nght shift, ocasfft? 

BRause there’s m LM there m the ni*t shift? 
onrerr. 
S o h  is tha las t  tire you hadteen in tha rmpXer 

na Mom Jlne loth? 
I dm‘t knx. 

A- 

FivE - kfom? 

m 

m. 

I have m idea. 

I hwero idea .  

muld it te ten years tefore u ~ 6  the last tine p ’ d  

teenintheccrrputerrmn? 
I’m ~ u r e  -tine within tn years I’d kern in thw. 
A r d t k  tine that you v a t  in- *86 just to say h i  

I dcn’t & e. 
Y m  &t even rErErkr ping m the cmpltex Tmn 

hefore. cb p? 

Fmrdlatp.qU3=? 
IdXYtramlter. 

)Lw 

I knx I’d- in  there kfcae. 

ti- do p think you’d teen in m? 
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I guess. 
what did p say to Llcyd? 
TMt tha? aReared to he a pmblEn with * Corput-. 

Did he b there ha6 me? 

I dcn‘t lorv if he b w  or me. He just said he’d 

I& into it. 
Did he 6ay I’m deal- w i t h  it 01 1% ta!&g care of 

it right xw7 
M, Ib’trErErkrhmsayirgtlnt.  
Did he ask p, dlat is the p&lm 
I kli- I just told him that i t ’s  unre-ive. 

Did p say t rmspmiw DU- did w say slmly 

I believe I said it um’t q my inf-tim. 

nid p let him lorv tkat thpre *85 m infomt im 

a=-&- 
I d o l ’ t b i f I d i d o r n o t .  
€kw 1- did this cmwrzatim p? 

A m u p l e d .  

?hen dlat did p cb? 
Mt h z k  to  the cmuol center. 
*t hqp&dn*En )ou 9x bark thw? 
lbld Kevin that I’d- to Wadhew ~ i q  

to lmk into i t ,  and I wnt bark to  cb- my, rhat I’d 
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chq=sready,thatmofthirg. 
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4 M. 

Did you Ep to the leak detectim m? 

7 w  
h I d n ' t b .  

3 ?hat's u6rat you w n  to &, -'t it? 

A I ~ i f ~ W t k = e w a a a s p r i c u . p o a b l w .  

Q 
A M. 

Q Didpcd l the&aca?  

You didn't ion* uhat the pmblen w, did you? 

A M. 

Q 

A I h ' t h .  

Q ?hat's u6rat we ta?Ad atmt earlier. If the mrplter 
~ d 3 M o r i s m - i v e , y o u ' r e  -tocall 

lMt'8 u6rat you're npFcsed to dD, iw ' t  it? 

- w-. arel't p? 

or call the &m-. 
A M. I told Uqd. I fi- he d d  take care of it 

Q 
A M. 
Q ?k cmtmller's job if a corplter &m or is 

L l q d  e ' t  a coltroller at the tine thm?h, w h?? 

mrespmsive is to call the b m - ,  iw't i t? 

A 1 dol't b. ?k amtmller's job, I guess, i s  to 

tr, to get it fixed. I dich.t call the "pervi-. 

Q ?hat -'t my qweticn. Ihe mtmller's job i f  the 
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Kevinormt. 
D i d y t a k e a -  

m. 
Y m  j& stand 1- ~ p a p w a r k ~ ~  this 
ten to 15 ndnutes? 
Fxetty mrh. 

At any t i n e  c3n-irq the ten to 15 minutes that the 
wtnle sysm ie darn. did p 40 and I& at the l& 
detectim system- 

M. 
vk el- *as in the -tm1 rmn w i t h  you teaidea 

I dm't rerartpr myixdy bdre in m. 

at th3t pint ,  crxr€ct? 

Kevin Dpig kiq this ti= that tk -ten is b? 

So for this ten to 15 h t e s  you're b i d l y  blirded 

Yes. 
AId deaf. 
Yes. 

Ard m're st i l l  wnirg the 1% M, riw? 
Yea. 

Y0.l -'t hear rnrychirg e i k ,  m? 

vkussinthecmpJtErmwithLlqd,  myme? 

I dn't - myixdykeirg in-. 
!'&ex-+ is R m B r a t s m  biq this tine? 

I dn't knmlvhrE he w. 

Did you tr, to call myin3y else to ask ttmuhat's 
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mrplter teoJres m i v e  is to call the 
b m .  im't it? 

A Yea. 

Q Y m  dich.t dD that. did F? 
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M. 

Did you as- ?&n rrayte Kevin W g  will & it? 
I as& i f  L l q d  d W t  M e  it k ' d  dD it. 
But he -'t a coltroller, *? 

M. 

lk in fmt icn  is b n  for tn*r mmy e t e s  & y 

think, the %?+m systm is off? 

I dn't b. 
ti= m e w ?  

Na, mae than that. 
lm h t S ?  

plobably ten, 15, I dn't b. 
Did  you call the Bupenrim at m y  tine capin3 this 
ten to 15 mirnrtes? 

M. 
Did you 9 b3& to the -m and say. LlN, 

h t  the M ' s  m? 
M. 
DidyouaskKeVin. x e v i n , u h a t & y o u t h i r J r i s p ~  

ol b? 
I dm't revate-. I cbn't renerber i f  I t dkd  to 
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So for the ten tc 15 b t e s  cr 80 p b s i d l y  wpe 

-ilg the Bystmblinl, ooarece? 
Y e s .  

Ard when the tBck-up -ten om=s m, ycu still dm't 
haManymaeClarity. Y m ~ r e m t a b l e t o ~ c r ~  
amlthirg different tote able to m.pm line, 

cmzezt? 
ccazezt. 

Ibn lug iE it in the back-up d? 
what m p r e a l  the --up mde? 

Lloyd- in. W i s  laokin3- at thirgs an3 rtlen the 
t s k - v ~  vies to arre m line. ooarece? 
YeB . 
Rrd p say to h i m  it doem't ~ e ~ n  to 12 
Y e s .  
WLnt &e€ k aay back to yx? 

the -ter m. 
h t ' S  Kevin &irg h i r g  this t h ,  Kevin Epiq 
I h ' t  b r h a t  Kevin's doirs. Iie ras lmkirgat 

I h ' t  thinkk said-. w just mt backto 

Ns line. 

waa k able to get infometicn m Ns screens? 
M. 

?hen Inu muld he Imk at his line? 

EE w ICckiq at tbe infmticn k did have. 

I h ' t  b rd?ar k us9 mire -y. 
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mu 1- had that been? 
several mimtes. 

Ibw yx say d. do y w  mm s e w a l  as in five 

to ten rn several ae in ten to 15 qain? 
PZrMnly ten to 15 again. 

so * have any+heE fmn 20 to 30 minutee in ihich tke 
-ter 6ystBp8 are - l ady  d?n; is that riw? 
"re mmspmive, yee. 

16 a differare tet- dcwn and muespnsiw? 
well. as far as I'm cmxeme3, they're mt w. 
@+I. *S 20 to  30 rWnrree the mrp- 

sptm that rn the scaTp\. ycm q e s  and ears. is rot 
mricilq, ccarect? 

Yes. 
Rnd a that mxt b l d o f  te, to  15 -tee do- 
90 bzk - to L l q d  Tieken and say h t ' 6  9% cn, 
Ll@ 

Do p d l  - supervisa then? 
M. 
D i d p  call m y s h i m  or myme else then? 

M. 

I didn't hu my n€ai to. 
D i d  p 6ee if Kevin's &ilg mythirg then? 
M. 

Didyx  talk with Kevin at a l l  fa this 20 to 
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tine that the cmplter f i r s t  went &MI? 

hxm. I b ' t  rerarber eUct1y. 

muw+repf l rs t to ld tha t thecorpl te r ' s  startm 

I dm't zmmtex that e i t k r .  A -1% three, f a r  

to back alive? 
rn an I first told? 

Yes. 
I BeBl the .I....wiirgbackup. 
vhat & pl e€e a4 the sappns? 

NnbzLB SmSW to f l m  

6y ac tkg  SlUg3iEh, do ym rn the data was teiq 

M y  pipeline. 

Yeah, a l i t t l e  hit,  hu it *&5 mixq real slmsh. 

ommsd to  p in a slnr d 
YS. 
mdym Ep in ard uy to  input other mmB1y16? 

M. 

so hw 1- did)ru *at& the sae~19 with it beirg 

slan 
Fcb quite a uhi1e. 
mt's quite a a l e ?  mre than eevelal Tinutee? 
mcil t l u ? y m  badr up to speed and - nwrirg. 
mt's quite a a l e  h? 
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L3Mq h t ?  
Axcter five to  t m  minutes, ten to  15? mt are ym 

prabably five to ten. 
Sa w? -have the -ter k e i q  &MI for 25 to 40 

-tee t e f m  it's tack up to what p d d  -ider 
the cperatiq d that *p*s qnqriate, murecf? 

Yes. 

Eid )au 9j then and ask L l q d  fieken as to &t *sa 

the - for this,  h t ' S  E p i q  Cn? 

M. 

Did p at m y  pint in thls 25 to  40 -tee 

the leak detectim sptem? 

M. 
hby ny? 

I & t i r m X .  

YcLI ' re  Bulpa3ed to, m't ym? 
Yeah. 
L X d p  get my dams dxicg thie 25 to 40 e t e s  in 
mch the cc"pl ter 's  either d?n a mt up to nmml 
CaFaCiw 
N3t mtil they started cmiq ip to mnml capacity. 
nd thSlchnin3 the tirre that it was d w l y  wiirg up 

to rcmd caparity, did p get ~ ~ n e  al-? 
-. 
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?& i f  they're cyclirg thro&, m p still 6L41ased 
to a?!umvl&e thss ani wrify thsm 
Yes. 

Did you do that? 

hbeeveryalar. 
Did p m i f y  ani a d m m l e  "y of the a l m ?  
hb, I dcn't rarerrber exactly rhat I did. 
you just cleared mat of th? alams, d i M t  you? 

-Yo w. 
Because you aidl't a d m m 1 e  thsn xd pJ wt 

verify thn. You just C l d  them aarect? 
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I dcn't ram7ker. 

Isn't that ublat s, that pJ Cleared alnmt all 
th? am that uere mdrg up after th? -terncare 
up7 ( 
I dm't mnEr&Pz e s x l y h t  I did. 

point in tine *bm the Sptemmres up ae to * you 
cb with the pa3es ard pages Of alanm? 

m you rerpnter h t  you did with mat of thm 
Idm'trerenber. 

Yrn aaually C l d  mst of then withalt 

&mavleSgingmveri~t.h3n, d idn ' t p?  

I h ' t  ramtez S t d l Y  bilg lt. 

You &t? You d y  tNly h ' t  rererter at thi8 

I h ' t  rerarlar- I didwith all of thn. 

I h ' t  -if I did-, y lk i rw ,  they* 

Cleared. 
If it waw't p, dn elae vruld it have teen that 
Cleared tk a l m  W i t h x t  ? c k x . N l -  c h n c z  
mifyicg tkm 
Kevin d d  have. 
D i d  aqcre el- week intc that Coltrol TDon d do 

it? 
I a it. 
90 the mlyPgp1e that rruld have Cleared tkee 

alarrrsraeyoudxevinEyvig, m? 
Yes. 

R 

2 

Q 

Q 
A 

Yes. 
IM the alarm log ~aeen is xi@ thre, iw ' t  it? 
Yes. 

90 h 1- did it t&e f m p  to get it all clear4 
f m -  saeen ad t k  al- 1 q  -? 
I *t ramtez. 

Cmld it h tern 15 mimtes p - rrakirs m just 
C l e m i r g  them all? 

i t 's  dschuacten '2% his earlier test-. 
m aha3. 

m. mum: I 'm  gdrg to abjecr hRauee 

m. mum: mess you're tadrg you as in 
either me of you. 
m ate&. 
I h ' t  rarerter. 

Q mpJhnn--theauiiblealannisp&atLysaeawg 

A mashxttirre. 

Q 

at thie pint, im't it? 

m you cl- that bn? Did yl hnn it off? 

A M. 
Q D i d p j W l - i t -  

A Yes. 

Q ATvj then mce p ' r e  able to clear ttm dl off, 

that's w b m  it uould s t q ,  ri@? 
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m. NIaBL: wet to th? form of the 
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~ & V t l a r w h m l ~ i t w e n t .  
Anuauy, p just testified it us6 a skat pend of 
tine, d i a t  p? 
I & Y t  larwif it YBB a fewminutes =&at. 

sa 
te as law as a few -tes that the alm YBB b h -  
tef- it 188 t d  off; is thaf right? 
ltE a l m  x&5 t d  off. 

Before the m t d a f f .  ccarect? 
Yes. 
A r d p  uw able to get all tbe a l m  by cleariq 
thm all, e i t h s  you m m. W g ,  utnever did i t ,  
ore p cleared thenall p Vere able to-t the 
a?arm tc s t q  

) a n h i r e S S ,  e? 

p M i d  shm perid of tine there, it muld 

beforeycu started to  retm to 

1mm - BY m. 
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Yes. 
~ ~ p ~ ~ t O O b u e i n e a s ,  w h a t d i d p d o ?  
I Starred Firg thmEh nY fcarrars a-d Stuff. 
what & )au mEHl "yan fCmmtS"? 

Each staticn, each sclpen, seeirq i f  evqxhuq ' lc&d 

&. 
Did it Imk d? 
Yes. 
so tk f lW rates lmked nmml? 

Yee . 
m=preSsLaelm*ednmml? 

Evqchiw m- 8egn?nt Of the 1% l c & E d d ;  
Yea.  

is that right? 

Y e s .  

I h d p  6M to qet llRu al- mning m rben Kevin 

w g  StarTed to Ep thrm#l his gzeens? 

wbn did p 1- that LMirn DyVis'S 

First t b ,  pubably udpn the mrpaers f i m t  started 

mning up. 
!.my- p lCden3 a t  hie -? 

I b ' t  rererrter. 
dich't 

I d  d? 

he mm't in t h e m .  

-didhe*? 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 
A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

E 
S 

1 4  

l! 

11 

r 
11 

l! 

21 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

u 
l? 
14 

E 
16 

17 

u 
15 

2( 

21 

2: 

2: 

2' 

2' 

4 

P 
R 

Q 

A 

Q 
A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

4 

a 
9 

a 

Q 

A 

Q 
A 

Q 
A 

Q 

A 

P 

A 

Q 

lke lire s2nhs dan quite Often. 
why dces the lW sht don quite often? 

axld he a lot of reasars. 
So does the 1- sht do*n w i t h a l t .  6ay. aumtically 

quite oft=? 
I h ' t  )anx. 

atmatically. I man it -- 
?his & the line mt have sht &m a u t m t i d y  

tffaueepdidn'tsmtthelinedan, d i d p ?  
M. 
K w i n D y v i g W t s h t t k l W c b m ,  didhe? 
M. 
So it wt have smt dan autmtidly.  e? 
Y e s .  

I dn't h w h a t  yulmanbf 

m n  O f t =  does tk line &It don autnmtically, let's 
"y in the six mthe tefaae this m:astxU$e? 

mt€ wmsual t eause  -ye sht &vm the 
reat of it. 

IiwoftenHCuld the line, a l l  tk p"ps in the line 
Sht b k u t  CM like you MkZE vkntte saeens 
web?ckup? 

PMim of it sluts dm all the tine. lke wtnle line 

Virmally rewz', atauSe ve d d  have mtml of it. 
So th is  i s  sm mtmn?ly rare mi W simtim f a  

all the pu7ps to tebr lbl t  LIE: is that rigu? 
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t h e r e h a d h a l e a k ?  

I th ink la l readysa idyes .  0 r m . I m .  
mch -, yes cu Po? 
M. 

so after yx fin3 this urLUmwl situatim all the 
p T p  m the line are &m exept for -, ym didn't 

ck& the leak d e t m i m  systmt 

M. 

Did you ChRk the a l m  to see i f  there- a leak 

Cd?? 

M. 

why nx? 
I did't  feel I haJ a men with ny line. 

WtE p Enly thinkirg about )nn line at  tbt pint 

in tiKe? 

Yes. 
S o w e n i f t h e r e n a s a l e a k ,  allyouwae-ied 

akmt 185 v h t k z  it 185 cn )an line ar rr*? 
At that tire, yes. 

')"!um if C q m E  saved the dam that ues related to 

Ard i f  -1e - just clearixq off & el-, & 

a leak? 

I dm' t  )ounx. 

m p ~VBL !mx if there 185 en al- for a leak that 

185 sardirg &%I the -ten! CaTe buk ol? 
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31ce Kevin q n g  - in and takes over his, p Ep 

tack to mnitmiq - W i m  of the line, comet? 

Crrrect. 

w wnlsua in- win of the l ine? 

M. 

lk flav rates U5E all anSismt7 
Y e s .  
PTeEsme rates? 
Yes. 
WlWleS all fine? 

Yes. 
Ycu chffked all b? 
I - ci-&ihx tkm. yes. 

see if they were within nca?ial limit* or mt? 

I dm't !urn/. SeVEral nlilutes. 
And you did that? 
I - &iq it, yes. 

ttw lolg d d  it take p to & thm& to 

Y a m  doirs it xd tbl rba t?  

mn1rasmiremynmmlhLSiness. 

ton&ewnetky-mmml? 

so you did c m p l e t e  that then, -? 

Did you do it? Mdyou ckck thmgh all th? v t m m  

Yes. 

Yes. 
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A Y e s .  
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if p can see *they stut don. 
T k  went lcg i s  M 9- to tell ) a ~  mythkg 

L€c&u€€ the m r p l t e r ' S  teen don, 
anY€=t. 

So i n  this situatimhwcbyOu5o to 

&tem6m*the- hen? don? 
I w't really. 
So F ' r e  atout to restart - that have teen don 
and )au'rE IM able to verrfv as to bhy th?ymt 
dan? 

m. FINBIDLD: M i w e r i z e s h i s  

testirmy, ard I CHI te here. 

=%=t? 

m.ENm3R Iinderstadthat. I n h t  

m. KlLm: w WdW't atnut to r e s M  "y 

PnFS. 
so Kevin 4"is -- 

la* throl using the "royal W',, &lineate m e .  
Vk'w I& thie omfusim quite a k i t .  

Ihe line's h t  to te  restartdad there is mway 

toverify* the p"Fs hen? dan, mTTecf? 

Nlw, if p see 

ha. WJLFE: I t  would M p  i f  ) a ~  mold. 

OarsCt. 

-tnr .R a anuoller in tk 

(mm - mha. 
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well. I dn't thnk m ' 8  anyLhins that says 'pl 

haM to w i f y  * they rent don. 
Ihat's - prrcecbne. im't it, 6 3  

well. yeah. 
AM1 that's just m m m  sense, that )cu would verify 
wit upnt ?om M m p  rruld start it backup, 

right? 
Yes. 

An3 50 asain to my p s t i m ,  i f  p ion* that the 
PnFSaredCIM. ) a U k n m F W n ' t - m i f y * t h e y  
hs l tdonardmget  awamirgfron-m-vJx%eT 

that k i s  h t  to start W th iqe  back up w i thx t  

ver i fy iq a y  of these, P'M Ept a m i b i l i t y  

far safety as d l ,  dm't p? 
T h e y m ' t  my- 80 I r i m  that *86 hia 
mqmsibility. 

mt p b there's a safety men kzE ad that's - respMibility a6 well, iw't it? 

repetiticus. 
tm. VEmmLF: cbjctim, aqmmutiw ard 
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Eah Olynpic Pipe I;me erployee has a respxsibility 
to mke that tpere’s mt m atrmnd cmditim 

-? 

-. 
Each Olynpic P i p  Wre -1- has a m i b i l i t y  
tomke m that anerrergencysituatim is mt - 
to h instituted. -? 

(brrect. 

Fa& Olynpic P i p  Line q l o y e e  has a m i b i l i t y  
t0nakesure~prwentanyreleasesfnxlcmn-rirg. 
aarect? 
Yea. 
nE pipeline or the 
Of ptential release, oxllwt thy? 

muldte sht dan tffauae 

mrld be. 
You &Yt k c n e  uayor the ocher uithmt mi- 
i f  that’s * the - wdlt dan. con€a? 

-. 
sa each q l o y e e  has a respmsibility to asme that 
the -ti- of th? pipeline are dme safely, 

aorrect? 
m. VWLEa: cbjecc. ?tat‘s arpmtative 

amd has ateolutely rothirg to & with thie gentlrn‘f 
-tim of the pip m his line. 

m. m Acfually, mwael, it‘s mt 

9 

I 

A 

Q 
A 

Q 
A 

Q 
A 

Q 
A 

Q 

A 

Q 

1 

2 

3 
4 

5 

6 

7 

0 

9 

10 

11 

12 
u 
14 

15 
16 

17 

10 

19 
20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

0 

5 

1c 

11 

1: 

u 
1‘ 

I.! 
11 

1’ 

11 

r 
21 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 



1 

2 

01 6 
7 

a 
9 

10 

ll 
12 

u 
14 

15 

16 

17 

le 
19 

20 

21 

22 
23 

24 

21 

1 

2 

3 

4 
5 
6 

7 

8 

9 
I0 

11 

12 

l2 
14 

15 

16 
17 

1s 

19 

20 

21  

22 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Q 
A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 
A 

Q 

n 
Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 
A Yes. 
Q Aodsototakecareof- , t ra , thr re , fanof th  

Aod there’s tel- at thz ref-, -? 

five &ti- that d d  possibly m e  all tk 
call but me to 90 doxl, =‘re just a 

1 
2 

3 

4 
5 
6 

7 

a 
9 

10 
11 

12 
u 
14 

15 

16 

17 

18 
19 

20 

21 

z 
23 

24 

2! 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

e 
5 

D 

I 

1[ 

u 
s 
r 
1‘ 

I! 
11 

1’ 

11 

1’ 

21 

2 

2 
2 

2 

2 

A 

Q 
A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

- 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

Q 
A 

Q 

Q 

A 

Q 

204 

a-. coneb? 
well,  generally W ’ 8  Wkdy at arr stat- but -- 
w e  rdrdy at the O l p i c  pipe Line stati- to be 
abletocalltbEn? 

onrerr. 
So Olmic b e  these statiols that a m  set up that in 
t h e ~ o f a n e r e r g a r y .  t t n t M 6 e t h a t ’ 8  

mually thse nmni rg  tfoae stati- to t- the - m ox off? 

m. NICDIL: Cbjectim, facts thae 
he h ’ t  testified atab. lack of f-tim. 
I8 that right? 
Yea .  
Aod is that why you have to call in field-ti- 

tc ~p mt t o w  -ti- in order to be able to 

t- the purps rn or off hame thSe’S m cne thse? 
m. m: Yal,-tcaE. w 

-ti-. It’s mt an operatim. 
m plb if ~ c a l i s  ypre rrade to the E f i r v y  to 
determine i f  my-M ay: wne &Ml? 

f &l‘t hwd. 

Did p ask xevin. 10% did pl d l  the ref- to 
fi- a t  vty % p~rps mt dan, brause i f  it‘s 

Mt -- at tk ref- cr m e  of an staticns, 

t h m  it’s pmbbly a leak? 
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Dld I ask him that, m. 

my” & 
-.t a leak, the reaPal that all the - 
dan, that it VBB camthkg el-? 

to M P  uy t o o *  t k n t  this 

M. 

Is there away to te  able to Imk m- ~1cre~18 to 

&t& w o r e  t k r euae  -- all thepnps - &,6l XBS ale to mrethixg at the refillEl.yvs. 

leak? 

--. 

a 

m. NIm: mjm, ompmdqwstim. 

M. 
If the Wadimrlle pmp WB mmmkg, kwld that let 

y b that the refineries - Still Inovidirg 

-7 

vmy Iyx? 
~ecauee i t‘s hmstrem. 

It’s &mstman of the refineries? 

Yes . 
mlmIlypnpsw?xedan: bp!am7 

All of then. 
mmnyarethere? 

I hn.t b, ei*. 

M. 

vhse doea Wcdimrille f i t  in that line? 
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If p had ore C l d  the alm fm the leak 

deCectim syatew oz mretcdy Cl& the alarm fron 
fk leak detecim systen. & it k e g  mWr bar* YP 
ard tsk up are i t ’s  teen cl&? 
I mt b. 
my” ever teen haic& as to uhat 

sitwiol of a leak in 
clear it ar dol’t clear it withmt d f y i r s  it? 

we’ve hal a little hit of trainiq m it. 

PaEn - that? 

A l i t t le bit tefm &E l o t h  ard a little bit after. 

Wen y” ~ a y  a little hit, h muh trahiq did y m  

sa? 
Befcae .rime 10th. n q k e  al hau. 

I mt b -1y. 

w i t h t k c m p n p  

After. 

yvithin ule year ar =Mcae d d  p have M sme 

tminirg m the leak detectim systm 

A- or BO tefcae &E loth? 

in the 
the alm EF~S Emd if p 

would that have h? 

Within, tef- ar after L l q d  Ti& had leen -lo+ 

Yes. sir. 
I teliwe 80. 

k d d h  &ed that trai&q7 
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A IteliweTcdlSnith. 

0 

Q I e k m y m e ?  

Rrd Tcdl snith is arother mtroller, m t 7  

A &Was. 

A M. 

Q *rot? 
A W B g o t a r e 8 j o b K X k i r g w i t h c o l p l t ~ .  

m.-:  CHIwetakeabreak? 

m . m  SLne. 

m. rwa: mi8 is the 5x3 of rafe M. 2 in 

the m i t i m  of rn m. 5% tine is -y 

2:57 p.m. Q3q off the remrd. 
1- t&m at 2:57 p.m.) 

m..IYLHL: aackmtheremrd. ?hisisthe 
kqrmrqof  tapIm.3 in thee€pz6itialOf -am. . .  

tine is -tely 3:lO p.m. 
E Y P R  

Q hh-. BXt. I’d like to Ep && n)w to y”‘m in the 
mtm1  rron d Kwin Dyvig tells p that h is 

93iTgtorqreemrizehisline. W Wt’s& 
nea thjq that p J  recall? 

A Ihe & thjq I reoall is Seekg an alarm. e k g  
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17 
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24 

It‘s the f a t  &,nStEmI. 

93 the fact that the Wadimr lle rn weratkg at 
least far a &Cd of tirre, &Swlly, if th? pnps at 
themfirply-alldan, hn ihq*ar ld i t t akefm 
the line to Clear ard tk Wndimrilk pnp to h 
-IL)Ezd=t7 

I dm’t b. 
m b mrh ~ T S -  k’s gx in hia line. 

A -1e -W? 

M. 

I t  muld VJCe -- I h ‘ t  b. rqeda 

muld h ten to 30 mhltes. 
IS there away t o t e  able to mrn the leak - d?n - & to a leak raw than 8cne pmblen 

at t k  refirply ar scxethlrg dms- 
Yes. I guess. 

detectim V t e w  to see i f  the reagn th3t the pmp 

mu? 
Y m  auld  check to eee i f  i t ’s  d e c h i r g  a leak. 

m d p d o t h a t ?  
M. 

Did ’p.1 ask Kevh i f  k did that7 
M. 
ynpn Kevh told- h2 UBB E p i q  to reEnessrnize tk 
line d i d p  evBl Imk 01 the SaeBl to see if tk 
leak detectim wten v m  mx135~1 an alarnp 
M. 
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m. 2ARKy: I mt igree that law dne any 

Ya! have ani p har it. 
antics. 

m. B E N n a m  

Ym just sl@- f d  adgouhmthat as 
*ell. 60 yw're m ~ i r q  to uy to w. a6 an officer 
Of the m. that you hawn't been aoirq that. 
CcurECt? 

m. ZAPXY: I mt in any antics. 
M?. m: ?@n, dy mt I M it 

ma3 back before m. 7 a x h  k i d e d  to sLag hie 
fM. 

"lhe questim *88 r-3 badr.) 
You state that p WE just. you w e ~ e  tell- 

m. 0y.iS atout the w e  la, &im alarm to 
verify that he M -  it. 
Just to rrske s u ~ e  he'd seen it. 

p birg h t ?  

!0Iy di&'t you M l i f y  with him that he -'t start- 

thee prrps More k lavv V h y  t k y -  all b? 

m. NI- Cbjmim, facts mt in 

widerce. 
Wl1, that -'t an alann. I was just wifyirg that 

k had SeBL the d a m a l  hi6 line. 
Did you try to fird mt W f  as to %kt trim 

the m e  la, sc t im irlm 
M. 
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rot that 188 C m 6 q  up? 

yias UEle an alarm that CaTE up far leaks at that 

Pint? 
lac that I XmEIba. 

I6 h t  sore- ym think w’d rererter) 

M Y .  
w ’rcu eyer had a leak alarm m up before? 
m that I’d seen. 
Ever, the entire tine ym’ve t€m* 

Yes. 
You‘d MM~. ~ e e n  a leak alarm- up? 

In the entire tine I’ve teai in the mm1 mter? 
Ye% sir. 
Yea. I’M - O M .  

Hlwrrarn/tines&theleakalanrenrrecn? 
I d n ‘ t h z w .  m o r t h r e e m .  

were th3SE actual l& OT - they false alanm? 

lkywue, IKNLwtsaytheyv5-efaleealanr8. 

up and a l d .  
was tkre an acNal leak Lb&? 

M. 

x t q  & t e e d  a mi- in the, that the mdd picked 

M. 
So it uas a false alarm. 
leak alarm - m; is that m? 

It -’t a leak a 3  the 
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Q 
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Q 
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I dmlt bw i f  I actuallyaskedththat. I just 

told h i m  vht I’d seen d, m bw, that the C m t r o l  

valve reacted dmly d, m )on*. d I IlmQht up 
tll$ BaeBl d I d  at it redl quiick to see what k 

w a 8 s o m r u r e d a k m t .  

rplat did w w? 
I - yery l i t t le  pewcm at Fendale Statim. 

Did ’pu rotice - else of @nifi-? 
M. 

wrat sneen v5-e” lakin2 at? 

I think the m e  Statim gaeen. 
Did - say- to him after )ou 1 4  at the 

Screen? 

I just Mid, ym )on*, t a s i d l y  ym dn’t haw II) 
Ere- thw. 
So it ys6 actually rn puesnue at the FenrWe 

Statim; is that riw? 
well, yery l i t t le  preshlre. 

V7re.t did k say tadr tom? 
tE said. I h ’ t  rerrenter exactly what he said. 
h t h i r g  to the effect of he thbb k has a e l e n  
ard te*s C l c s i n 3  the blcdr valves. 

W y  would y” cl- th? blcck d v e s  lnder U r e s  
W C i a r U ?  

I dn’t rmmter the 
m t .  
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Isolate the line. 

d d  you -t to isalate the line just bsause of 
the la* nrt im alarm? 
In case thw’s a Eotentlal leak. 

Did ’pu mspct tbre IBS a ptmtial leak vkn he 
told )ol he IBS ppjrs to cl- th? blcck d-? 
At that pint I vruld sllsfect that, p. 

Did ym susp3 that? 
Ih’trmmtersusFeairg-. 1 j u s t - k  

had a prcblml -&em. 

ybpn - the first tirre pl mspcted that thw nay 

Val, almst h&late1y after all tInt -- e l l ,  a 

t e a l &  

li t t le  bit later the pkme - d, p b, the guy 

toldrretkzewae. 
IS that the f irst  tine y3.l SUsFgteJ -&em *es a leak 

&sm scliehdy told p thw mually YBS a leak? 

well, I susp2ted &sm I 1 4  at the statim tint 
d d  te. I dn’t h. I dih’t kmv &at ys6 

 pii is m. 

At vht pint ys9 this? llhpn p 1- at th? 
Fendale Statim i s  vkn y” f i r s t  mspaed 

muld te a leak? 

Y e s .  

~ a k a l t ! d m ) c u E a w a l l t h e p n p r ; t u t o l e ~  did 

220 
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p s u s p % t h e r e d d b e a l e a * ~ ?  

R M. 

P all up mtil the p in t  that the Feadale alm 

m, p had m Suspici- t h t  tkre might be a leak? 

R 1Jo. 

Q W n t w + r e p ~ t h e r e a s o n r s s t h a t a l l t h e  

a ~di&vthavaamyidea. 

Q Msuspici-? 

a M. 

PnpB M LTE - doun m the line? 

Q Was It anythiq that )ou - cmsidsaticn to at all 

at the tine as to *hat the cause Of that &he? 
a M, I wag mpe mrcemd with m/ lie. 

Q wymr lWh3viqp=b le r s?  

a M. 

Q So at & tine there UBS d y -  line that was ts'm~ 
pm%lm? ard that UBS the minline, conect? 

m. N I m  mject to tlE fcamof the 
-tion. I t ' s  mt k e s ~  estahli&d. As- facts 

mtinerriderre. 

Q Isthatccnrecf? 

a well, I dn't b. at that tine I didn't b i t  was 

Q all the p " ~ s  d3m but - is a p tmt ia l  
Pmbl-. 

prrbleh h ' t  it? 

Q 
a 
Q 

a 
Q 

a 

Q 

A 

Q 

a 
Q 
a 
Q 

qmig'6 m. axre=t? 

m. t a m  I'm @q t~ We% again 
tgause it assupes fact* r u t  in Widaae. 

co ahead. 
I guess. 
ad at that p in t  did 'Pl SlLSpfft that the prCb1mUBS 

a leak? 
at *t @nt? 

5 pint that 'Icll m all the pnps are doun hlt as 
vhich tells )ou m ' s  a pmblen. Did ]au suspnt 
thatthepmblwm&Letoa1eaK? 

w, I Mi-erizes, fm of testinmy 
I already said that I didn't m s p z  th%re wa8 a leak 

at that @It. 

If )ou had mqected there UBS a leak, p shuld  taw 

ctvrked the leak Crntr0l-l. aorece? 

m. NIm Rssrrree factB Tot in evi-. 

Ye8. 

5 f irst  indicaticn that p M -- actually. the 
first tine that p CnlfimEd tlnt th%m m a leak 

was wkn y m  

Yes. 

told ky I@. Kiwi is that conect? 

ad at that p i n t  in t h e p l a w r t h % r e  bas a leak? 

I t  EanY5e3 like th=rE UBS, yes. 

WIc did k talk WLth? 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

1 

8 

9 
10 

11 

u 
l? 

14 

15 

16 

11 

18 

19 

2c 

21 

2; 

22 

2< 

2! 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

u 
u 
14 

l2 
1 C  

15  

1 F  

l! 

21 

21 

2: 

2: 

2. 

2! 

IIQU EuRT - BY m. E5mG5%! 

222 

a 
I 

k 

2 

9 

7 

R 

Q 
a 

Q 

A 

Q 

a 
Q 

Fctmtial. 
IM it 's p tmt ia l  tffause )ou & P t  b if tky - 
d l y  closed OT. i f  tky atmatically c l d ,  

corre=t? 

-. I d n ' t h K . . v ~ t k y u s V b .  
If tky autoratically cloeed all M ole, that muld 

irdicate a ptmtia l  m ' t  it? 
Cmld inlicate it. 

In fact, rdlat'S the & thirgs ather than a &ndaw 
w i t h  m of the valves OT slut&m. an -e3 
6 h l t b  at (IE of the refineries that it warld 
indicate otlpr than a leak? 
W i t h  all the p~"ps teing?onM me? 
Yes. 

I t h b k w a l m z d y - t ~ t h a t u d o l e l i s t .  We 

I M i d ,  it o x l d  he a lot. 
pmblw at a stat- &tiq W. 
All of it d d  haM to cb w i t h  the 
vmlch, t it? 
Yes. 

problem at the ref-, 

w, 

s o w i t h a l 1 t h 3 p n p s ~ m e ~ c b n .  h t t d l e  
p there's a pcblm, xi&? 

Yes. 
IMuhpntheccnputer~oresb&m, t h e r e ' s d y m e  

line that haa aFaoblen ard that's the - tbat Kwin 
L 

i 

2 
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Q 
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Q 
A 

Q 
a 
Q 
a 

Q 

A 

Q 

Me. 

ad rdvit d i d p  tell rn 
I -- 
&t did h? sq to p? 

d t h a t k w a s ,  I h ' t h h h e r e ,  sorednealxwe 

theclwk,ardh?EaidthIebasanaFFeararreof 
gamlim m m i q  don * aeek ard he *wred to b 

tk said t o r r e  that he wds in  the Vhtm OBek area 

if we hal apipelim in that area. 
tk di&vt m if there bas a pipeline in the area? 
I &t b. ?hat 'B k asked Ire. 

Did p b  i f  there ras a pipelW in that area? 
I didn't lanx eractly 
M I b i t  ras eare*hse tlm@ m. 
m do p fi- cut 
You nean exact lacatiol in the guxd.? 

Yeah. 

1 dol't b e ~ c t l y  hhere ewy piece of the pipeline 
ie. 
So if em&+ calls p in the O m t d  oenter ard 
Mys, I d ,  I'm see- a bxch of -line, cb we have 
apipelieinthe-,  a r e '~c l l ab l e t a t e l l t km.pa  

or rn? 
~t for ewy area with7ut 1- it up. 
where wculdrou lmk re up? 

it bas laid thu@ m. - pipeline is? 
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In aA? Of tha nEn.mls. 

Are 

pipeline is in the m t m l  xme 
Yes. 
Wat mrmal wuldyou firrl that in? 

Qx cb t h ,  I dn‘t hlc+ what it’* called. (he Of the 
d a  tteygat back clple that stwn all tha F@lic€ 

m ‘ s  a d  that p l  have in t h e m t l u l -  

d s  that you d d  lmkup  vh?m the 

the pipeline lays. 

that stm.e v k r e  all the pipel& is 1-M? 

Yea. 
mu thi& is ttnt d? 
Pretty thidr. 
M you StwZrre with- m? 
(mlicatirg). 
It‘s a lmrnnl atout forn to six jlvzhsz thick? 
Yes. 
A d  it’s mtained in the mtml rccm and it has 
m+hiq M sraphics aa to &+E the pipeline is 
located? 

Yes. I think oths thirge in it, tm, bit -- 
m you recall what that is? 
?he ekz  thirge ~ it? 

M, t h e m  of it cr m hiwtial ttnt I vmld 
u8e to get a ccpy Of that? 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 
A 

Q 

A 

Q 
A 

Q 
A 

rn deperds m what mnbs tkyuse.  
m p h if  he was called -- did thq call directly 

t o p  m *88 he pat- in to you? 

I h ’ t  h. 
I6 the mtml -rmker that you uauld mwez a 
rnnipr that’e listed at each cb the stati-7 

Yes. 
mt did p tell Mr. 4yis and be. Ezmtco1 +q you 
had Rick Ki- al ek &me? 

Just basically & udrme he was at and what he had 

said. 

Eid they respsd- to you? 

?hey *‘t d l Y  rrspoul. Rey wue - lcc*ins at 
Kevin’s line and thq just acknauld&that thq 
rn m. 
w, RickKipnevEntstoimnr&th?rGTm- 

pipeline is in that area. ccarrct? 
mrre=t. 
were you able to  re@ back to hvrp 
Yeah. I told him thw w. 
m did )au )marr that? 

muse  I )marr M e  a pipeline tlmt m ttrcqh 
there-. Idimt)marr€%?.ztly&ereitm. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

u 
u 
14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

1 9  

20 

21 

2 
23 

24 
21 

1 

2 

3 
4 

5 

6 
7 

a 
9 
10 

11 

u 
13 

14  

E 
1 f  

17 

1 C  

15 

Z[ 

21 

ti 

2 

2‘ 

2! 

A I b ’ t  b of-. 
it. 

W did p . ~  tell m. Kim? 

I tasically just pt h i m  m lnld real qick and hmd 

I -‘t think of dlat ttey call 

Q 
A 

tom, d a t t h a t p i n t P 5 I B r e n r s n n a S a l m i n  - iarl I told *what k wid. 

Q WrmdidmBrpntsolCcnein? 

A 

Q 

Suftly just after the lw suctim alm. 
So txm 1- f m  the lw e i m  alm mtil you a 
CallfmnXevinDpig? 

m. N I m :  Rick Kim. 
Q RickKi-,-. 

a 

Q 

A 

Q 
A 

Q 
A 

Q 

A 

Q 
A 

Q 
A 

Q 
A 

a 
A 

inf-tim to Brent- and oyvis or tefm you told 
them what Kim said? 

1, I thinktef- I just tasical lygavehima 

a.?uxmle%eT€nt that, yes, thse’a a pipeline in ttnt 
area sareuhere and I p t  himmlnld. 

Ard 
Mr.  -teal? 

W l y  did you ~ a y  to m. Eyvig and 

That Rick Kim YBS up in the mntm aeek area d 
that he- pnaa mmnirg in the aeek. 
Did you uee the dprdrt? 

I telieve 80. 

Did you eay that clple- a w rel- d gas? 
M, I think I just said what I just told you. 
Did he tell )au that thw was a h g z  rel- of 
-line? 

Rick Kim? 
Yes .  

M. 

Did he tell )auh=wMchprdrt rse in the seek? 

He dih’t gix rre m mlmes. €e just mid there 
appeared t o t e  psckt mmnirg in the aeek. 

Did ke sonl corerned to you? 
Yes. 
Did ke snml to tbe pint of kekg upset? 

I dn’t h if  he “ded-t at that pint. lie 
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Eayvi- is mt V e n m  area? 
Yes. 
Did p ask him what he us8 doirg up in Wll- 

M. 

i h e n p ~ u p w i t h R i c k K i p n e r h a t  d i d p d o ?  

I believe I wpnt back to keepirs a eye m y  line. 
Did p talk with m. mtm or m. 4”is? 

axl I, you h, d i h ’ t  *ant to distrarr tkn. 

m us8 a leak refcatd? 

M. lbq *ere basically dieass- it with -1- 

Did p clffk the leak detectim teminal to 6ee i f  

M. 

D i d p  chrk the alm Systm to  see if thse was a 

leak XqzUTet? 

so )”‘re. a t  this p i n t  in tine you’re p r y  certain 
M. 

that t h e w s  a leak NY in the pipeline. mn-ect? 

111 xevin’s pipeline. 

A d p  just pback to 1- at -pipline ad 
rot U a q i C q  about Vhat’S 9% Ln with the other 
-? 

It’s mt that p ’ m  mt w r i e d ,  M it W t  nake 

the situatim any tetter to i- px om pipeline. 

I - w i t h  that. ht the mae mirds I W a t  the 

-816 an3 the mre eyes. * the quick. p ‘ r e  
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able to  sol= i f  m ’ s  a Fapbleh oorrect? 
I think it YBS establislpd that m us8 a m l m .  
so at that pint hkm p @ the call it hai petty 
-11 k establi- m us8 a leak, oorrect? 
Yes. 

m p h 
W h a ~ C T e k a r e a .  

the leak 1-1 

At that p i n t ,  ti* hkm p lmg up the 
what s t q  *eTe k e i q  rrade to  acntain the 1- 
W l .  the b l ak  valves had alre&y been clcsed, 
B e f w  p @ the phme call? 
Yes. the, es it t& alre&y k isolate% 

so p t& the cUN€T€aticn withKevinDy-vig that he 

tkn, 

was 9- to close the bl& val-, correct? 

WMidtha th?uaagJ i rg to .  yee. 
nau lag does that d l Y  take to =lase the blak 

Deperds m *t kill3 of V t m ’ S  m h, ht 
gPnera1y a d m t e  to two minutes. 

If he closed the blcck valves m his micm Of th% 
lice, is that pirg to affect the m i m  of the 1- 
p - mni torhg  

Ar€ thw a r r y p m z d m e  that rn then placed, plt i n  
place h blak valves rn Closed in that fashicn m 

Ml-? 

M. 
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mey-. F. 
m t m  
Yes. 
lhqremttidintaeachothen 

so i f  p have a pmblenat the -mint 
staticn, the tcoster pnps mrlld still te z w m i q  

Yes. 
Ard p m’t OntrJl that at a l l ?  

M. 

y60 b? 

ltelvc0Refinery. 

that kccster pq? 

very l i t t le.  Ihey.re rwt ve2y big pq8. 
BIV it U d ?  
Well. rot really. A l i t t le bit. fm the 
ref- to 

M. 

An3 that wllld presEinize the 1- hmwzean f x m  

mint or M e  a little bit. 
S o h  ’I” dut thz line ?omup rnrth th?re, p 
actwlly h to pbically call up to & Arm folks 
md let t h m h  th?yw to slut tkbrsterpmFs 
&,m, t m ?  

Yes. 
So i f  Kevin 4yis wds 9% to slut this line ?om. he 
vmld tam had to have dmt off the ~lrrp up at oeny 
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1 

mint, 
mrre2t. 
Ard t h s l 1 E d h m = h a d t o  slut Fmn3alep.m~ off, 

ccorect? 
I t k E S a k e z d y B F U t O f f .  

I t  had slut off aut-tically OT was it just lar m 

sucticll like r~.’ Mid earlier) 
M, it slut off m the la, m a i m .  
So p h + d  actually vat& & saeene h it had 

slut Off. CraTeZt? 

M. 
Kw are p avsre that it YBS dut off and rot just 
-tins m lau pmsm-e? 
E e a m  it said the pnp at Fezn?a.le slut dun 01 low 
nrtim. 
mat’s v b t  the slam tells p, it‘s rot just lw 

suctim, that it’s alrsxly eht cbn? 
I thi2lk it E a p  t h e p n p ’ S  shut cbn&ri@u after 
that is a lo, suctim ahm. 
So t k ~  m d t e  hu, alarm tht cnre tinu.s$? 
Yeah, I telim so. 

D 
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 would rn m the &ton of yDLn m, 

well. w. 
It rnrld a60 be available al th? alm t emdln l  
that's tetween p Hd m. Eyig, mn€ct? 

An3 &3 p n32all seein3 that at m y  point in tine, 

the ma% valves kilg C l d ?  

e€ejrg *, m. 
Wml Kiene calls, Ke y" able to tell him that the 
line's b? 

woulh't it? 

Yes. 

I dn't -- I m't. I can't B F g i f i c a l l y e  

MI. M a :  C b j e a  to tk fonn of the 
qutstim. It 's vague. Are you askirg him h t  he 

said m hht he cculd haw said? 
h t  'pu r m l d  b d.  re p able to tell him 

the line's &a? 

h h =  called the first tine? 

Yea. sir. 
I dm't telieve I told him that, m. 
Did'pu &&en he f i r s t  called as to v&t.ka m n  
t h e m  Mteen SlM b d t k m o c k v a l w  we 

cith?r C l d  m teiq C l d ?  

1loWrth?.tRrrdalehadEple&/n. Iseentheelar 

Kevin Said k *&9 dming in the b l d  Mlw 80 I 

(FaiBuRp - BYm. 
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dirh't you? 
L 

> 
Wel l .  k said that's +hat k - pl- ol biw. 
so he &led y" brL and said - I'm A l y  

&3 i t?  
w called ne to tell ne that he - &6l there. 
dn't l€nmi€r. 

mXal1y called to tell p h? *&5 dwn bj the aeek? 
I dm't lorw hw Cl- to the a%?k lE *88, tut he 
called to Bay S0rethi.g like %. 

to 

\ I 

3 
R 

Q 
A 

Q lhatdidheBayasbestasprprrarter? 

A 

WBt did k say the seorrrl t h  k called? 

I dn't rrrrerrter Bgctly **lat k said. 

?Jl I rerprrber is s0lethi.g to the p in t  of he's &a 

sorewhere liBar the aeek. I dm't h -t1y lb?lT 

k -, iod t k m  k said that, then k gx ell excited 

4 said he seen it iyiite. 

I-a*lcrg after the first call did y " ~  get the seord 
call? 

Q 

A I dm't larw. Five, ten-te0. I d n ' t b .  

Q A T d d i d y a h x w W k w x i K B s ~ i n h h e a u r S e  
tines? 

A M. 

Q 
A M. 

Q 

Did p a  call him back in tetwm tkcss tines? 

'Ite cnly inetrulti- that y" M gim to him *&5 
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dik't actually - him b it. 
D i d m  see tk alarm fm the blmkvslves clcs- 

I dn't sppifically rererrter wit, m, 
m. NImlL: mj€ctim, aslred 4 ansrpred. 

An3 )"1 dih ' t  tell Ri& Kim at that point in till? 

that p ylere ehtting &a the l i m  m that p w2Le 

blcddlg mithjsq off, did P? 
I ussn't ehlttin3 dcwr the line, h t ,  m, we dirh't 
discuss it. 
w g  XBS Slnltting dwn the line. ussn't he? 
Yes. 

Did Rick Kim call bck again? 
Yes. 

Ku many tines did he call hacK? 
J u s t t h ? ~ ~ t i n e .  I W .  
mlydiddidhelb=&? 

fornrkeim. 
I dn't b. 
YCUdn'tlonu*kcalled? 

ra. NImu.: a 1 8  f a -  qeculatial, ladr af 

M. 
lhat did he say to xu? 
I thinkbe juat calldbsk to tell ne W S  pilg dm 
W t k a e e k .  
Yau imew t h t  frn the f i r s t  tine you talkad to him, 

PI 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 
A 

Q 

A 

Q 
A 

Q 
A 

Q 

that h t  p told h i m  in the f irst  d, which YBS 

'pu diwt M l y  give him m y  instnrtim to & -. -7 

unT€ct. 
MI. m: Cbjec t  to the fcam of the 

guesticn. 
An3 p had left Off the first call with him that he 

YBS sinply to g0 &a t d  the d. 
anrect? 
Yes. 
Ycu diwt ask him to call 'pu b3C.k 4 n x i f y  p 
withmithjsq, corlect? 
I dn't b i f  I toldhimthat or, you b, if he 
Said Wd call ne back. 
D i d p  ask him to insect the line? 

M. 

Did a s k w h i m  tog0 68e if k muld f i d t h e  leakm 
& pipelim itaelf? 
M. 

Did mrple else in th? m a s k  him to do that? 
M. 

Eid myme el&$ call himbckh=fm hi6 d call? 

Mtha t I lonuOf .  

Kvx  there OthSphaie calla * care in ktrsen the 
f i m t  ind the Se0;lrl call fnnlm. Kim&=? 
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1 ~ d i d t h e w p d ~ l y o n e f r c m ~ y o u s a i d  
w? -1y sht tk line b? 

?hat's generally %.hat we do. 
-iy to h t ?  m ieake in any wrt of * line? 

5'he.m mt teen that "wy leaks in the 1 m  80 -- 

4 

2 
a 
Q vh?E did yai arie up wth this w l y  Vr2 ell& 

t k l i n e & m i f t k x e ' s a l & i n ~ p r t o f  tk 
line? 

A ?hat's y3Emlly dlat e ' V e  dlm -a. 
Q m- ti- have there been leake in tk line nbere 

p ' v e  had to shut almh= Ppth b? 

A Idm' t laru .  
Q Wrethmfiw? 

A I d m ' t h .  

Q -than ten? 

A ?hatIFersolallyhadto? 
Q Yen. sir. 
A I dn't uunk I've seen -- it &qa& m wherr tk 

leak is, a M of it. 
Wait a mimate. I thx#u that m ratter vh?E th? 
leak is, you m l y  ell& all parti- of th? line 

b? 

well, yeah, w l y  i t 's  to M p  out, I t  it 's Nx 

mthiq tbt 's  in witirg that e have to do. 
Sa it's up to -tea diaaetim a8 to v k t h % r  

Q 

A 

Q 
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they'regahgtoehttheirlined7*ninCaseOf a 

leak e18e in the lire? 

1 guess. 
But the -t5E generally eTT in favor Of stnlttirg 

their lire dan? 

Yes. 
my, w h e n p g x  Off them the f i r s t  tirrewith 

Kim, diw t p LWerallY @inlt y3.R line dan? 
I dcn't hx. 
H w  1- did it t& tewffn the tine p f i r s t  g x  
Off the Ehme ed deermild th?E - a leak ed p 

sinrld ?hJt yuu lire dan? 

five, tenmimtes. 
s o p  haitd five tc ten minutea befm p unghf, 
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The Hon. Steven J. MUI 

KATHERINE DALEN, individually and as ) 
the Personal Representative of the Estate of ) 

Guardian adLitem for ANDREW R. 1 
TSIORVAS and GEORGE K. TSIORVAS; ) 
and KYRIACOS TSIORVAS, 1 

) 
Plaintiffs, ) 

1 
V. ) 

STEPHEN M. TSIORVAS, and as 1 NO. 99-2-01468-1 

NOTICE OF VIDEOTAPED 
DEPOSITION OF RON BURT 

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF WASHINGTON 
COUNTY OF WHATCOM 

l4 
15 
l6 
17 
l8  
19 

) 
OLYMPIC PPE LINE COMPANY, a 1 
foreign corporation, EQUILON PIPELINE ) 
COMPANY LLC, a foreign corporation, ) 

corporation, and FRED CROGNALE, ) 
FRANK HOPF, RON BRENTSON ) 
and JOHN DOES, ) 

EQUILON ENTERPRISES, LLC, a foreign 

LL 

23 
24 
9 c  

20 II 

foreign corporatioij EQUILON PIPELINE j 
COMPANY LLC, a foreign limited liability ) 
company; and EQUILON ENTERPRISES ) 
LLC, a foreign limited liability company, ) 

\ 

Defendants. ) 

28 
29 
30 

21 II OLYMPIC PIPE LINE COMPANY. a 

) 
IMCO GENERAL CONSTRUCTION CO., ) 
a domestic corporation, and JOHN DOE ) 
DEFENDANTS ONE THROUGH FOUR, ) 

'I 
31 
32 

L J  

26 
27 

Third-Party Defendants, j 
1 

Third-Party Plaintiffs, 

V. 

NOTICE OF VIDEOTAPE DEPOSITION 
OF RON BURT - 1 11 U:\CATHY\Olympic\dCpositions\bun.dep 

. 

LUVERA, BARNETT 
BRMDLEY, BENINGER & CUNNINGHAM 

ATTORHEYS ATLAW 

6700 BANK OF AMEUCA TOIVER C m E R  * 701 FIFTH Avl 
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98104 

(206) 467-6090 
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1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
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2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
31 
3 
3' 

FRANK S. KING, as the Personal 
Representative of the Estate of WADE B. 
KING, and FRANK S. KING and MARY 
L. KING, individually, and TRACY K. 
BELL, individually, and JASON KING, 
individually, 

) 
) 
) 
) 

Plaintiffs, ) 

vs . 

OLYMPIC PIPE LINE COMPANY, a 
foreign corporation, EQUILON PIPELINE ) 
COMPANY LLC, a foreign corporation, ) 
EQUILON ENTERPRISES, LLC, a foreign ) 
corporation, and FRED CROGNALE, 
FRANK HOPF, RON BRENTSON 
and JOHN DOES, ) 

1 
Defendants. ) 

NO. 99-2-01467-3 

NOTICE OF VIDEOTAPE 
DEPOSITION OF RON BURT 

- 
OLYMPIC PIPE LINE COMPANY, a 
foreign corporation, EQUILON PIPELINE ) 
COMPANY LLC, a foreign limited liability ) 
company; and EQUILON ENTERPRISES ) 
LLC, a foreign limited liability company, ) 

Third-Party Plaintiffs, 

V. 

IMCO GENERAL CONSTRUCTION CO.. 5 ~ ~ ~~~ ~~~ ~~~~~ .. 

a domestic corporation, and JOHN DOE ' j 
DEFENDANTS ONE THROUGH FOUR, ) 

Third-Party Defendants, j 

TO: RONBURT 

AND TO: DAN DUBITZKY AND ALAN ZARKY 

YOU AND EACH OF YOU, PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to Rule 30 (a)(S) 

Washington Rules of Civil Procedure, the deposition upon oral examination of the following named 

to be recorded on videotape and by stenographic means, will be taken at the request of the Plaintiffs: 

LUVERA, BARNETT 
BRINDLEY, BENINGER & CUNNINGHAM 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

NOTICE OF VIDEOTAPE DEPOSITION 
OF RON BURT - 2 
U\CATHy\Olympic\depositio~\burt dcp 

6700 BANK OF AMERlCA TOWER CENTER - 701 FIFTH A M  
SEATTLE, WASHINGTON 98104 

(206) 467-6090 
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WITNESS: RonBurt 
DATE: Thursday, August 31,2000 
TIME: 9:30 a.m. 
PLACE: Luvera , Brindley, Beninger & C d n g h a m  

Bank of America Tower 
701 Fifth Avenue, Suite 6700 
Seattle, Washington 98104 

The deposition upon oral examination is subject to continuance or adjournment fiom time to 

time or place to place until completed, and to be taken on the grounds and for the reason the said 

witness will give evidence material to the establishment of the plaintiffs' case, and is directed to bring 

items responsive to the attached Subpoena Duces Tecum pursuant to Washington Rule of Civil 

Procedure 30(b)(l). 

DATED this - day of July, 2000. 

LWERA, BARNETT, 
BFUNDLEY, BENINGER & CUNNINGHAM 

M V I D  M. BENINGER, WSBA 18432 
PAUL N. LUVERA, WSBA 849 
Attorneys for Plaintiffs 

LWERA, BARNETT 
BRINDLEY, BENINGER & CUNNINGHAM 

A T T O W S  AT LAW 

NOTICE OF VIDEOTAPE DEPOSITION 
OF RON BURT - 3 
U\CATHY\Olympic\dcpositions\burtdcp 

6700 BANKOFAMUUCATOWERCENTER- 701 FIFTHAVI 
SEATTLE, WASHINOTON 98104 

(206) 467-6090 



U.S. Department of Justice 

United States Attorney 
Western District of Washington 

l, ps Tel: (206) 553-7970 . . .  601 Union Street. Suite 5100 
Fax: (206) 5534755 Seattle, Washington 98101 JuL 2 6 2000 

R E C E I V E D  

Please reply to: 
Lawrence Lincoln 
Assistam United States Attorney 
Direct Line: (206) 5534127 

July 24,2000 

Alan zarky 
Dubitzky & Zarky, P.S. 
803 W a t d o n t  Place One 
1011 Western Avenue 
Seattle, WA 98104 

Re: Your client: Ronald Burt 

Dear Mr. Zarky: 

We understand that certain parties to the state civil lawsuit against the Olympic Pipe Line 
?ompany are seeking to obtain statements eom your client, Ronald Burt. 

The United States Attorney’s Office agrees that any statements made by Mr. Burt in connection 
with the civil lawsuit will not be used against him, either directly or indirectly, in any criminal case 
brought by the United States Attorney’s Office, with the exception of knowing false statements or 
perjury which may be used for any purpose. 

Please feel h e  to contact me if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

KATRINA C. PFLAUMER 
United States Attorney 

*+*a LAWRENCE LINCOLN 

Assistant United States Attorney 



U.S. Department of Justice 

United States Attorney 
Westan District of Washington 

601 Union S u m ,  Suite SIO 
Seattle. Washington 98101 

Tcl: (206)553-7970 
F w  (206) 53347S5 

April 25,2000 

By Facsimile and Mail 

U z a r k Y  
Dubitzky & Zarky, P.S. 
803 W a t e t  Place One 
1011 Western Avenue 
Seattle,WA98104 

Rc: Your clicnts: Bvron Bums and Ronald Burt 

Dear ,Mr. Zarky: 

I understand that the National Transportation Safety Board may wish to speak with your clients 
Byron Buma and Ronald Burt in connection with the NTSB investigation into the causes of the Olympic 
pipeline rupture on June 10,1999. 

This letter i s  to confirm that the United States Attorney's Office agrees that any statcments made 
by your clients to representatives of thc National Transportation Safeq Board conccming the subject of 
the NTSB invcstigahm wiIl not be used against your clients, either directly or indirectly, in any criminal 
case as provided by 18 U.S.C. 0 6002. This agreement is intended to bc cocxtcnsive with the immrmity 
previously provided to your clicnts, nn& hcnce, does not extend to perjury or intentional false 
statements. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

KATRINA C. PFLAUMER 
United Stata Attorney 

Assistant United States Attorney 


