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RECORD OF CONVERSATION 

 
Michael J. Hodges 
Air Safety Investigator 
Central Regional Office 
Office of Aviation Safety  
National Transportation Safety Board  
 
Date: 04/04/2022 
Person Contacted: Kellen Martin (Pilot – N469SL)  
NTSB Case Number: CEN22LA166 
 
Narrative: 

 
The following is a synopsis of the information provided by Kellen Martin to the NTSB 
investigator-in-charge, via a telephone conversation: 
 

• Kellen was the pilot-in-command (sole pilot – left seat) of N469SL (Beech B200 airplane), for the 
flight that occurred on 03/29/2022. The airplane is owned and operated by Vole Enterprises, LLC, 
in Temple, Texas.  

• The flight was going from the Draughon-Miller Central Texas Regional Airport (TPL) in Temple, 
Texas, to the Odessa Airport-Schlemeyer Field (ODO) in Odessa, Texas. The flight was a 14 Code 
of Federal Regulations Part 91 business flight. The flight operated on an instrument flight rules 
flight plan. Kellen was the pilot and there were five passengers onboard. The two pilot seats have a 
four-point restraint system, and all the passenger seats have a three-point restraint system. 

• Kellen has flown with this same group of passengers before. There was no flight attendant onboard.  
• All the passengers were briefed before departure on turbulence and on the proper usage of the 

restraint systems.  
• Before and during the flight, he researched the weather conditions for the entire route of flight. The 

airplane has an onboard weather capability and he spoke with air traffic control (ATC) about the 
weather conditions several times. Moderate turbulence was showing in some areas for the route of 
flight, but nothing unsafe was noticed, nor did he feel anything was outside of his personal 
limitations as the pilot.  

• Kellen received a digital flight briefing from ForeFlight and he reviewed and cross-referenced the 
weather data he received with avationweather.gov (the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration – Aviation Weather Center). 

• During the approach phase, ATC did mention the possibility of low-level wind shear in the area.  
• Before the turbulence encounter, Kellen verbally told the passengers about oncoming potential 

turbulence, and he also activated the lighted seatbelt sign in the cabin (that also has an audio cue). 
The light came on, along with the audio cue, with no anomalies.  

• During the approach phase, a passenger sustained a fractured neck, from an encounter with 
turbulence. The passenger was an adult male in his late 40s/early 50s (estimated age range). He was 
stationed in the far aft, right-side, forward-facing seat. 
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• As the pilot in the cockpit, Kellen was not visually able to confirm if the passenger that sustained 
the neck injury had his seat belt fastened or not, right before the turbulence encounter.  

• Kellen and the other remaining four passengers sustained no injuries. 
• There was nothing mechanically wrong with the airframe and the two engines during the entire 

flight. There was no damage sustained to the airframe during the flight.  
**** Nothing Follows **** 
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RECORD OF CONVERSATION 

 
Michael J. Hodges 
Air Safety Investigator 
Central Regional Office 
Office of Aviation Safety  
National Transportation Safety Board  
 
Date: 04/07/2022 
Person Contacted: John Sims (FAA Lubbock FSDO – Aviation Safety 
Inspector, Operations)  
NTSB Case Number: CEN22LA166 
 
Narrative: 

 
The following is a synopsis of the information provided by John Sims to the NTSB investigator-
in-charge, via a telephone conversation: 
 

• John spoke with the injured passenger today (04/07/2022), Dr. Scott Irvine.  
• During the turbulence encounter, the passenger was seated, but was not restrained. 
• The passenger was in the process of restraining himself when the turbulence encounter occurred, 

and the passenger impacted his head on the ceiling of the cabin.  
• The passenger sustained fractured vertebrate from the impact. The passenger is going through the 

recovery process currently.  
**** Nothing Follows **** 

















From:
To:
Subject: RE: CEN22LA166 (N469SL - Beech B200) - Questions
Date: Thursday, April 14, 2022 9:34:57 AM
Attachments: image004 png
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[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of the organization  Do not click any links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hi Mike,
 
After communicating with our Flight Test Pilot s and our Aerodynamic Engineering, Vb is not the same as turbulent air penetration as stated in the B200 AFM/POH  Vb is the
structural design speed for maximum gust intensity and it is only used for commuter category aircraft in structural design conditions  The B200 (SN: BB-1096, N469SL) was
certified/licensed as a normal category
 
I hope this information will help you  If you need any more assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me
 
Kind regards,
 
 
 
Ernest Hall
Sr. Air Safety Investigator
Textron Aviation Air Safety Investigations

P  | M 
Textron Aviation |  | Wichita, Kansas 67215 USA | txtav.com
 

From: Hodges Michael  
Sent: Wednesday, April 13, 2022 1:30 PM
To: Hall, Ernest 
Subject: RE: CEN22LA166 (N469SL - Beech B200) - Questions
 
No worries, thank you
 
Mike
 
 
Mike J  Hodges, MS, CHP
Air Safety Investigator
National Transportation Safety Board
 
4760 Oakland Street, Suite 500
Denver, Colorado 80239-2793
 
Cellular/SMS: 
Facsimile: 
Response Operations Center (24/7): 1-844-373-9922
Work Hours: Monday-Friday, 0900-1730 Mountain Time
 
“We always need to prepare ourselves for handling the unexpected ” – Neil A  Armstrong
 

From: Hall, Ernest  
Sent: Wednesday, April 13, 2022 12:17 PM
To: Hodges Michael 
Subject: RE: CEN22LA166 (N469SL - Beech B200) - Questions
 
[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of the organization  Do not click any links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hi Mike,
 
Not yet… I will reach out to them again  Sorry for the delay
 
Kind regards,
 
 
Ernest Hall
Sr. Air Safety Investigator
Textron Aviation Air Safety Investigations

P | M 
Textron Aviation |  | Wichita, Kansas 67215 USA | txtav.com
 

From: Hodges Michael  
Sent: Wednesday, April 13, 2022 1:11 PM
To: Hall, Ernest 
Subject: RE: CEN22LA166 (N469SL - Beech B200) - Questions
 
Hi Ernie,

Was just checking in to see if you heard back from the test pilots?
 
Thank you



 
Mike
 
 
Mike J  Hodges, MS, CHP
Air Safety Investigator
National Transportation Safety Board
 
4760 Oakland Street, Suite 500
Denver, Colorado 80239-2793
 
Cellular/SMS: 
Facsimile: 
Response Operations Center (24/7): 1-844-373-9922
Work Hours: Monday-Friday, 0900-1730 Mountain Time
 
“We always need to prepare ourselves for handling the unexpected ” – Neil A  Armstrong
 

From: Hall, Ernest  
Sent: Saturday, April 9, 2022 1:58 PM
To: Hodges Michael 
Subject: CEN22LA166 (N469SL - Beech B200) - Questions
 
[CAUTION] This email originated from outside of the organization  Do not click any links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Hi Mike,
 
Yes, it is okay to use the AFM/POH in the public docket  After researching, I can see that in the aviation world VB is Turbulent Air Penetration  I will contact one of our test pilots on
Monday to make sure this is the case
 
Kind regards,
 
 
Ernest C. Hall
Sr. Air Safety Investigator
Textron Aviation Air Safety Investigations

P  | M 
Textron Aviation |  | Wichita, Kansas 67215-1200 USA | txtav com

 
From: Hodges Michael 
Sent: Saturday, April 9, 2022 5:23 06 PM (UTC+00:00) Monrovia, Reykjavik
To: Air Safety 
Subject: CEN22LA166 (N469SL  Beech B200) - Questions

Hello,
 
I hope everyone is doing well
 
I am working a serious injury turbulence accident with CEN22LA166  This involves N469SL, a Beech B200  Attached are some reference documents
 
I have two questions please:
 

1  Is Textron Aviation okay with me including the 3 extracted pages from the Beech B200 POH/AFM in the public docket?
 

2  Regarding the topic of turbulent air penetration and using the airspeed stated in the Beech B200 POH/AFM of 170 kts, is this airspeed also known as VB?
 

 
Thank you for the help
 
Mike



 
 
Mike J  Hodges, MS, CHP
Air Safety Investigator
National Transportation Safety Board
 
4760 Oakland Street, Suite 500
Denver, Colorado 80239-2793
 
Cellular/SMS: 
Facsimile: 
Response Operations Center (24/7): 1-844-373-9922
Work Hours: Monday-Friday, 0900-1730 Mountain Time
 
“We always need to prepare ourselves for handling the unexpected ” – Neil A  Armstrong
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