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1
http://fragis-dev.fra.dot.gov/FRA_39Is/39i.html?state=KY_city=Draffin_county=Pike
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	name: L L Tomassone
	inspectorNumber: 89375
	date: 2/13/2020
	time: 10:00 PM
	subTimeZone: EST
	CurrentPage: 
	PageCount: 
	selFormActions: 
	otherRailroadName: CSX Transportation (CSX)
	otherRailroadCode: CSX
	state: KY
	county: Pike
	city: Draffin
	aiType: 
	aiDate: 2/13/2020
	aiTime: 6:54 AM
	timeZone: EST
	opMeth: Traffic control
	btnDeleteMoO: 
	btnAddMoO: 
	ItemIndex: 
	trainKind: Freight Train
	trainNo: K42911
	direction: South
	numLoco: 3
	numCars: 98
	speed: 24 est.
	equipDerail: 8
	RemoveTrack: 
	AddTrain: 
	totalKilled: 0
	totalSeriousInj: 0
	totalSlightInj: 2
	numCarsDmg: 4
	popArea: Yes
	evacuation: 20
	railhwyXingInc: N/A
	grdXingNum: 
	grdXingAddress: 
	warnDevice: N/A
	quietZone: N/A
	maxAuthSpeed: 25
	probCause: M101 - Snow, ice, mud, gravel, coal, sand, etc. on track
	description: For internal FRA and USDOT use only.  The information in this e-mail and any attached document(s) is preliminary, potentially sensitive, and subject to change.At 6:54 AM EST Thursday, February 13, 2020 CSXT Train Symbol K42911 derailed at Milepost CMG123.8 in Draffin, KY (Pike County) on the Kingsport Subdivision.  Train K42911 was traveling railroad east, geographically south on the single main track at the time of the derailment.Train K42911, a two-person crew went on duty in Kingsport, TN at 00:50 AM the day of the accident and was destined for Charlotte, NC.  The train had three locomotives on the head end (no distributed power) and was a unit ethanol train.  Train K42911 consisted of 98 cars with 96 loaded ethanol cars and 2 empty buffer cars, one in the lead and one in the rear.  The train was 6,045 feet in length and had 13,172 trailing tons.  Car positions 1 through 5 (5 cars) derailed along with the three locomotives.The crew was comprised of an engineer and conductor with 25 and 22 years of experience respectively, both were positioned in the controlling cab.  The area has received several inches of rain over the past few days, resulting in a rock slide that originated a few hundred feet above the tracks and slid down the hill covering approximately 150 feet of track.  Train K42911 subsequently derailed at this location causing the three locomotives, 1 buffer car and 4 loaded ethanol cars to derail. The second and third locomotives were on their side, the lead locomotive derailed upright with the nose of the locomotive in the Big Sandy River. The first car (buffer car) derailed upright and the four ethanol cars derailed and landed on their side.  Two of the loaded ethanol cars were breached with one of the two cars set ablaze.  Additionally, there was a diesel fuel fire that originated from one of the locomotives and is still burning.Both crewmembers were rescued from the locomotive and transported to the Pikeville Medical Center with injuries.  The engineer was released around 2:00 pm EST and the conductor has not been released.The method of operation is Traffic Control.  The maximum authorized speed is 25 MPH freight.  The speed of Train K42911 prior to the derailment is unknown at this time. The Track is constructed with 136 RE continuous welded rail affixed to wood ties with cut spikes. Leading up to the derailment, for the direction of travel, at Milepost CMG123.6 the track is tangent and at Milepost CMG 123.7 it curves to the right 2.10 degrees in the location of the derailment.The weather at the time of the derailment was 57 degrees F., light rain, low clouds, winds 9 mph, 99% humidity.  Prior to the derailment, there was a severe storm warning for this area in effect up to 3:00 am.The responding agencies were: KY State police, Pike county Sheriff’s office, Elkhorn city police and fire depts., Marrowbone fire dept. Millard fire dept., Pike county technical rescue, Pikeville Fire dept., Pike county emergency mgmt., KY environmental response team.  An FRA Region 3 team and NTSB launched to the site.  The train crew was FRA post-accident tox tested because they did stated; “they did not have a cause when they tested.” Donahue and RJ Corman responded to conduct wreck remediation.  However, no re-railing operations have begun due to the ethanol and diesel fuel fires.  Projected re-railing operations will begin tomorrow.  Hepaco responded to test water quality and contamination of the Big Sandy River.  Damage estimates are forthcoming.The immediate area was evacuated, consisting of 7 homes and 20 people at 7:30 am to elkorn city community center.  The evacuation was lifted at 10:00 am.Likely cause of this derailment – M101 - Snow, ice, mud, gravel, coal, sand, etc. on trackVery long train; noCrude by rail route; noPTC preventable; noHazardous materials release; yes – unknown amountInjuries; 2Evacuations: 7 homes and 20 peoplePassenger route; no 
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