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Figure 2 - Bird Remains (other side)
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Habitat Food Nesting Behavior Conservation
Marshes Seeds Ground Dabbler Low Concern

Food

Nesting

Green-winged Teal breed mostly in isolated river deltas,

forest wetlands, and mixed prairie regions across

northern North America—they occur in the prairie
pothole region, but they are not as restricted to it as many other
dabbling ducks. Nesting sites include grasslands or sedge
meadows that provide brush thickets of sedge or cattail for cover,
and weedy or burned areas. They also favor beaver ponds in
wooded areas, and nest along streams, potholes, lakes, and
human-made wetlands. The race living on the Aleutian Islands
nests near shallow, weedy ponds, saltwater shorelines, and
beaches. Migrating birds stop over in shallow wetlands, coastal
marshes, and flooded fields. Wintering birds typically flock to
shallow wetlands, including coastal marshes and bayous,
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Behavior

.. ') Green-winged Teal are fast, agile, buoyant flyers. They
r can take off straight from the water without running

across the surface. Though they are dabbling ducks that

usually tip up to feed, they occasionally dive for food and to avoid
predators. In winter Green-winged Teal gather in roosting flocks
of up to 50,000 birds. Courtship starts in the fall and peaks in
January and February; they choose new partners each year.

Conservation

Green-winged Teal are numerous and their population

has increased over recent decades, according to

waterfowl surveys by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
They estimated the North American breeding population in 2015
was at least 4 million, almost double the long-term average.



