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 Report of Party to NTSB; Investigation No. HWY23MH17 
Date of Accident: September 29, 2023; Accident Location: Teutopolis, IL 
 

 

 

 This accident investigation by the NTSB was initiated shortly after the accident involving the MC-331 
cargo tank semi-trailer on September 29, 2023.  The NTSB met with representatives of Mississippi Tank and 
invited the company to be a party to the investigation to provide technical assistance to the NTSB’s evidence 
documentation and fact-finding activities.  As part of that agreement Mississippi Tank agreed to be responsive 
to the direction of NTSB personnel. 
 
 An initial inspection of the subject MC-331 cargo tank semi-trailer occurred at the accident site and 
continued at the location of Heartland Towing and Recovery of Effingham, IL.  The NTSB directed Heartland 
Towing and Recovery to deliver the MC-331 cargo tank semi-trailer to the Vincennes, IN location of Mississippi 
Tank for further testing by Mississippi Tank. 
 
 Mississippi Tank provided the NTSB with all available documentation of the manufacture of the MC-331 
cargo tank semi-trailer shortly after being notified of the accident and after it was located.  Mississippi Tank 
manufactured the involved MC-331 cargo tank semi-trailer on March 2, 1978 according to the certification. 
 
 The following report provides the results of the testing performed by Mississippi Tank on the subject 
trailer as directed by the NTSB. 
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Results of MFPT conducted in Vincennes, Indiana 

All MFPT testing was performed at Mississippi Tank Co., Vincennes, Indianna Location 
Technician:  Level II MT 

All MFPT testing done in accordance with: 
49 CFR 180.407(g)(3) 

 
Prior to the test, both head’s weld seams were properly prepared by buffing seams.  During the test 

indications were found at the weld seam between the Float gauge and the Outage gauge recess wells. Picture 
below: first picture is visual inspection; 2nd picture is during MFPT. 
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One other indication was found on the baffle backet to pad weld. Picture below: first picture is visual 
inspection; 2nd picture is during MFPT. 
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Other indications found during visual inspection, prior to MFPT, were found on the rear head. Thought to be 
arc strikes. See below: 
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Charpy V-Notch Testing Conducted in Vincennes, Indiana and  

Hattiesburg, Mississippi 

All Charpy V-Notch Testing was done at the Mississippi Tank Hattiesburg, Mississippi facility.   
All testing done in accordance with: 

ASME Section VIII, Div. 1, UG-84 and UHT-6  
 

 A 10” x 14” section of front head was removed at the Mississippi Tank Vincennes, IN facility.  The 
removed section was shipped to the Mississippi Tank Hattiesburg, MS facility for testing.  (see below) 
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Conclusion and Summary 
 

 The following Mississippi Tank personnel were involved in performing the testing requested by 
NTSB personnel: 
 
Technician:  II MT  
CWI: , 2102B71 
 
 The testing by Mississippi Tank was performed from the date of delivery of the MC-331 cargo tank 
semi-trailer to the Mississippi Tank Vincennes, IN facility on October 5,2023 to approximately November 
1, 2023.  NTSB personnel were on site for and/or kept apprised of testing as it was performed.  All testing 
was performed as requested by NTSB personnel.  All tests and preparation for testing were performed at 
the Mississippi Tank Vincennes, IN facility except the Charpy V-Notch testing performed at the Hattiesburg, 
MS facility. 
 
 The subject MC-331 cargo tank semi-trailer was released by the NTSB on November 2, 2023, by 
Steven Prouty.  The MC-331 cargo tank semi-trailer remains at the Mississippi Tank Vincennes, IN facility 
available for removal by its owner. 
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