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Audio transcription - [ EEGN 1

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION INTERVIEW CONDUCTED ON

BEHALF OF NTSB BY THE U.S. COAST GUARD.

REAR ADMIRAL -: So quite a fen@%eopie
in the room. My name is - I'm the ;@‘gx\nlral in

charge of the investigation. So, support;@@ me is

Commander - He's my legal adv1so€¢ Master Chief

-is serving as my CMC/Senior @éﬁé«ﬁted advisor.

Lieutenant Commander -may @?;{ corne in, the female

JAG you may have seen alreadx& \\Eﬂ'xd — is
& Q

taking notes. So, we're gbgetfclng to ask any questions of

you. That's the job o@@g Coast Guard to be asking the
R
questions as part o@f @ﬁe investigation. So, Lieutenant
‘Ws’\

- will lnt@%gﬁ‘ce his team, which does include Captain
-, a Na&c? @ptmn working as a liaison. So over to

X
,{&

you, Lig&%aﬁmt a

@{Q@TENANT -: So good afternoon. I'm Lieutenant
- - I'm the senior investigating officer for
the U.S5. Coast Guard Unit Activities Far East, here in
Japan, under the authority of Title 46, U.S. Code 6301, and
Title 46 CFRR 4. An investigation is being conducted into
the circumstances of the collision between the USS

Fitzgerald and the ACX Crystal, which took place on June
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17, 2017. This investigation is intended to determine the
cause of the casualty to the extent possible and to obtain
information for the purpose of preventing similar
causalities in the future. To assist with the accuracy of
our investigation, we will be recording today's interview,
-9
N
Onsﬁy team,

G\
have Mr. - from the National Center og\%xpertlse for

which is taking place on June 24th at 1603.

Investigations, as well as Lieutenant Coggﬁa\ander -.

Q
who is from our office and is a prev%Qﬁ .CO of Coast Guard

St
cutters. I also have Captain -\B hc is working as a

Liaison Qfficer to help ensur%ﬁkqﬁﬁunlcatlons between the

\
Coast Guard and the Navy. .\%Q G\\

QJ% Q*\
Before we get in t$~£§$ here, I wanted to mention that

o
if at any time you gﬁ%QSto take a break for water, get some
N

fresh air or wa15?3$8und, please let us know and we'd be
glad to pausq$1E§ recorder for you and let you take care of
that. Add&ggﬁhally, during our questioning, if we have at
any Eg§%t$someth1ng that we ask where you don't know the
anéﬁ%f;iz, it's fine to say I don't know. We don't want
you trying to make up things or try to get some kind of
answer, expecting an answer from us. If you don't know,

you don't know, and that's what we want to hear. If we

could begin with your first and last name please?
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LIEUTENANT -: All right. And your position
aboard the vessel?

_: As in what I was doing that day?

LIEUTENANT -: What -- what is your typical
duties onboard the Fitzgerald?

_: ASTAC - Anti-Submarine Tacitdcal Air
Contreller. That's what I'm there for.

LIEUTENANT-: And then your wa;\cﬁ’position would
be?

_: My watch posi;‘&‘ioﬁ‘is Watch

. a QY
Supervisor, CIC Watch Supervlsor@r‘3$>
Y

LIEUTENANT -: How dnd have you been in the

Nawvy?

_: -'nakes 11 years.

LIEUTENANT -
ships before thé_%ﬁﬁ_zgerald?

LIEWTENANT -: And when did you join the

Fitzgérald?

LIEUTENANT -: Would that have been during the

So you've been on a couple of Navy

dry dock period?

—: No, they was already ocut of dry

dock.
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LIEUTENANT -: out of dry dock.

LIEUTENANT -: Were you previously qualified as a

CIC Watch Supervisor?

Q

LIEUTENANT -: So, in coming to the Fi&zgerald,

S
was there a requalification period or? é\*‘

—: That's -- that's 1@‘5‘: so much is to

understand with how they work in, uh, \E%@ Fitzgerald,
\\®
because I know every ship is dsze\\c‘e\ﬁg

P
LIEUTENANT - And %}&u@\\%ow long did that period

¥ \\
AN
last? G}oé\ N
_ '&\ see, we started going underway
in January, and I gqgs n\? re —— I got my requal letter back

in February, but @sn t like, "on the watch bill yet."

Sc, I think t@f&x\%‘ualifled me about March.
&

LIEU@?«Q@& -
Q&é\ﬁUTENANT-: So as of March then, while the
Q

vessel was underway during their patrol, you were qualified

Okay, so. Not too long a time.

in standing duty as the CIC Watch Supervisor. So, it came
back to port the beginning of June, I believe it was, for a

week or so?
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_: Oh, yeah, that's when we had that

fire. So we came back, did our repairs, and then we left
on the 1lé6th.

LIEUTENANT -: We've heard a little bit about
that casualty. Can you tell us what that equipment was?

_: I know they was doing a -- &elr
engineering drill. 2and I don't know what speq@fically they
was doing with the engineering drill, but {\za?mow it had
something to do with - sw1tchboa§\f And then we
lost propulsion and the ship went d’a:z%éa ‘And eventually
they brung it back up, but when @eg\\)brung it back up, it
somehow caught on fire and th@% ~f5hey had to fight a class
[inaudible - 00:05:27] f%§éf;(§nd they tock out the ACs and
the berthing and a couﬁig§§ther stuff, so that's why we

N

came back as a CHT@, g&thlnk it's CHT.
D P

LIEUTENANT:
\

englneerlng'@oﬁ? got things ready, and then the vessel got

So it came back, did some

%
underwagﬁﬁgﬁin on Friday the 16th.
: The 1l6th.
Q&
IEUTENANT -: Do you recall when you woke up
that morning?

LIEUTENANT -: Good old reveille?
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_: And then what kind of duties did

you have onboard in preparations for getting underway?

_: So for Combat, I prepared it

throughout the week. You know, get the logs ready, the CIC

logs ready, navigational log ready, and the MOA check-off
Q
-9

list. And as we got closer, bringing up GCCS, gﬁ%. Bring
(

o
up the ODA and find a move rep so we could %Féinto the CDA.
Q

And then on the last day, it was just 51%§§e stuff, get the

rags, the grease pencils, pencils if @%,@eed them. Finish

\\QJ

up the logs, like the time as we %é glderway, put in the

date. Stuff like that. gﬁ&a§&]ust making sure we were
\
ready to get underway. gb»@é
Qa% 00
LIEUTENANT then once the vessel was doing

eé\
that sea and anchar‘gﬁtéﬁl, I believe there was some ammo

transfer maybe, gﬁﬂ¢§%en I heard flight ops, as well as

beat ops, a §§¥£§§ of evolutions. What kind of

Q
responSLb'Qﬂ es do you have during each of those?
;
Q

So, when I'm not on sea and anchor
eb Q) i ; .
deﬁé%§b I was a plloting officer, so I assisted the
Q
navigator, to electronically navigate the ship to
Anchorage. So when we did that, we did an anchor watch,
which is an electronically assist the QMs and maintain the
ship position during anchorage. Then after we did that,
then we went to Sagami-Wan to do flight ops. But at that

time, we had 2 controllers ocut. So they had -- the most
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senior one was always 2 days there pricr to me. A&and the
junior one, we trying to get more contrel time. So since
we was just doing DOQs, I told them and the chief that I
was gonna take a nap. It was arcund 1800. Because I had
watch at 22 to 02. So, let me get some sleep. I told
those 3 I'm gonna get some sleep, but if you needQﬁe,
that's where I'm gonna be. Q$

LIEUTENANT -: Do you know how ng?ﬁ sleep you

g
might've gotten? Q}

_: Uh, from abou:@gﬁ" ==3Y think I
might've drifted off around 183Q3§B§§ I know I woke up at
21 because they served m1draQ§’~§Bo I was gonna eat before
I got on watch. ég §§'

LIEUTENANT -o {&llke you a lot. I just want say

[Laughing] Okay. SS Qﬁldrats are out, your watch starts --
\\

22 watch. Do you switch over at 21457

well, you're o "%@
‘\%\\
We do it around 45.
And what does that usual
chaqg&ngr detail? What sorts of things are discussed?

_: S6, What I ask for 4s COMMS. ‘Did We

come up in the COMMS? Did we come down any COMMS. Did we

switch tack on? What's the surface picture. How did --
what happened during your previous watch? Like, do you

know if there's anything coming up? I like to prepare me
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for the next evolution based on the chart. And what
happened during your evolutions, when you was up there?

LIEUTENANT -: Anything stick out as out of the

crdinary from your changeover?

LIEUTENANT -: Okay. So, a normal mgn‘t Maybe

o
boat ops were still ongoing? é\é
&
_: Yeah, the boat op‘sz?%s\’\vere still going
N
Q)
on. That was the only thing. 5\\"04-
Q0
>
LIEUTENANT -: So the v%.s% was more or less
GQ
staying in the same area? * &\
sQu
__ EESS

&
Qébcas*‘you know what time the crew
& é“

completed boat ops qg:ﬁﬂ\a\tarted underway?

’Q‘Q\Q
—3’ The exact time, I don't know. I'm

assuming it' sé(‘a@nd 22, somewhere around that timeframe.

LIEUTENANT

Because I o?ago*\on watch, so it had toc be somewhere between
o

the 22@% &nur But the exact time, I don't know.

Q\EUTENANT -:

not knows.ng the full details. What are your

Okay. And -- and forgive me for

responsibilities as the Watch Supervisor?
_: So, as the CIC Watch Sup, I just

assist the TAO. Like, if our Warfare Commander says we

need to talk on this circuit, I go to the COMMS plan and

find a circuit. Call the radio, hey, you need to come to
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this circuit and this is why. What we need to bring down
this circuit and this is why. If we need another body on
station, I find out -- find that person and tell them what
station. Or if -- I also conduct training whenever it's
possible to make sure they stay proficient. Because

they're always asking me, "Hey, how can I get to gﬁis next

>

row?" So I try to give them the opportunity QgSiearn the
Q

next row, I try to do it first through leék and white
because when things go down, like now, gbu know, that's

what's gonna help them, you know. K§g§§what you're doing

first before you do it because ngﬁ égve to ex =-- when
something goes wrong, vou hauﬁbéé’explaln it. That's my
.o*\ >
philosophy. gﬁfg§‘
>

LIEUTENANT -@“e@ﬁcellent. And so, aside from the
o

\
Watch Sup UI, who é?ss?reports to you?

\\
_: That's it. Mostly the UI. I report

to everybo@y&egke. I report to the Watch-0. I report to

*
the TAOaQ Q&%eport to == I tell CIC if something goes

& >
wron <a@ut mostly nobody reports to me unless they're a
O

\I report to evervbody else.
LIEUTENANT -: Okay. So, you're at watch, the
vessel is underway, and you're tracking COMMS kind of

between the different stations?

_: Tracking the surface and the
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SWS to make sure they correlate. Because my philosophy is
if -- 0SS is also a part of your team. Right? Because not
every time I know that every ship is gonna follow the rules
of the road. So, some ships might not have their lights

on. They might be traveling the wrong way in a traffic

Q
-9
separation scheme. I know that because I've se Yit. So I
(
Q
let them know - hey, talk to -- if you see ab\t&ontact and

it's within 0SS visual range. I'm gonna géy it like that.
Make him or her point to that dlrect:lboﬁ so you can verify,

hey, this is what it actually is a@%qﬁus is the direction

%
it's actually going. Because g@mgfimes you might not keep

track of a contact going 205." Q\&t might be going 209, you
sz? °
& *@

LIEUTENANT ‘\& And uh, the vessel's underway,

obviously a busy &Qa' How would you say the traffic was

Q
on that ru.t;;!’utﬁa'{Q &
\%

Well, we did have some traffic on
the su@%o‘pt side. Because once in awhile I go maintain --
lt@‘%&h\of what's going on with the surface picture,
beca:se my philosophy is, because I came from an older ship
that -- on a frigate. The bridge -- you're supposed to
tell the bridge whatever you know as frequently you know —-
as frequently as possible. If the bridge don't tell you to

shut up, you're not doing your job. That's how I was

taught. So, I need to know what's gocing on because they're
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not gonna tell me to do a MCBOARD. I'm supposed to tell
them, I did this MOBOARD and this is the results.

LIEUTENANT -: Did you do any MOBOARDS on that
evening?

_: No, because according to our

standing orders, if it's not within 10 nautical m%gés,

>
there's nc MOBOARD regquired. @*&
A\
LIEUTENANT -: So if the vessel is'more than 10
S
%%
nautical -- the traffic of the other veg&‘%ls are more than

10 nautical miles == \Q‘éq. )

_: No MOBOAR@Orgb}ulred And if the CPA

is within 6,000 yards, the cq&@o ‘to know.

&
LIEUTENANT - ggf the CPA is 6,0007
‘D
_: Q°fe§, 6,000 yards. The CO wants to
- &
be notified. oS ¥
>

AL

LIE‘.UTENAN’&; S0 how many vessels -—- how many
5
o 4
vessels goto&igﬁ.n that 10 nautical miles?

>
With the repcrt that I was given

from&%ge‘SURFACE tracker, nobody was in that circle.
Bec‘;&ge we put a circle on the screen that's labeled to our
ship. Sc¢ if anything falls within that circle, I'm like,
you better let me know so I can do this MOBOARD,
LIEUTENANT-: Okay. And that circle's on radar

or?
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: No. It's a -- it's a -- how you say

it? It's on —-

LCDR Overlay.

There you go. Overlay. Yes, sir.

LIEUTENANT -: And I'm still trying to understand
Q

all the technology there. That overlay, is thag§bn VMS?

It's on the surface S§9the conscles,

Q/
the - So we build it in there ar‘b@ it's labeled to
!
)
B \\)Q
our ship b &

>
LIEUTENANT -: Okay. Ando the vessels that are
inside -- that information on ggqgﬁls inside that console,
is that automatically fed %ébgﬁbm computers, from radar, or
%\0

does like the SWS or squ%§Q have to --
Qa

Q
4 $bu mean manually be able to track?

That's what you' nglng me?

e
LIEUTENA@_ Yeah. Who adds --2

: It depends. The SWCC, he can add

his tg@%@;ﬁ Anybody can add a track into the system. So,

> Q>

‘ifqﬁ%ﬁgbet a radar return that meet with unknown symbology
N\

on it, then as we get information -- the SWCC at the time,

he loves to use AIS, so whatever AIS information comes in,
he adds his DI code and [inaudible - 00:15:15], a air-to-
surface contact, AIS correlation, courses the AIS contact

with everyone else.
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LIEUTENANT -: Ckay. So, they're doing their
job. They're putting it in. As near as we can tell nobody
is in the circle, so no MOBOARDS are necessary. Everything
is fine and dandy. Sco, since nobody got in 10 nautical

miles that means that nobody had a CPA of 6,000 yards?

>
LIEUTENAN Okay. So as far as y@ﬁgknow,

\Q
nobody contacted the CO of any vessels? %

g
: As far as I knowé\‘b

LIEUTENANT -: Is that nor@ﬁ%@

: That's thg?sgghdlng orders.

LIEUTENANT -: Well@i‘t\\‘?nean is that normal that
Q
the 00D and the folks on uhé‘brldge are driving and making

sure that nobody =-- evﬁ? ‘ﬁl ht, nobod ets in within 10
Y { g Y d

R
> Q¥

O
0.

nautical miles?
Uh, I don't know that. I can't
determine §F§%<$%cause I'm not == I don't stand watch on
the brl%g§j¢5§ don’t know what the -- what their procedures
areQ?ﬁxghe bridge. But I know from Combat and standing
orde if we read and have to sign anyone, that's how the
CO wants us to do it. So that's what I do.

LIEUTENANT -: Right. wWell, I guess the

difference is what the CO wants versus what he gets. Are

there a lot of vessels that get in that 10-nautical mile
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zone based on your watch standing, or is it a rare

occurrence if somebody gets in that range?
_: If they get within that range, it's

gonna be because they're underneath our radar field of

vision, like a fishing vessel. From my experience., I

; @o
don't know anything else. é?
(
Q
LIEUTENANT -: Sure. And that's whét we're

Q
asking for, your experiences here. So nqﬁ'that we've

brought up radar, do you recall any éégss going on during
A

that night with the radars? Anythq‘.@’ rcken, not working?

_: The onlgﬂl@n issue that I had is

the remote control set thag&h@ﬁhsed between the radars was

z O
in == was not in 1:emc:>te¢b &E hasn't been in remote in a

long time. So we d%«?’;\«\c‘gave the opportunity to tune the

radar to optimal ﬁ@esi%rmance in the Combat. I've brung

this up befise;? e}\they told me we're waiting for parts.

They saldcngQOn 't have the parts. We don't keep it on
Q

local‘ba@ S¢, since it's in local, T have a hard time tuning
thﬁs“aé@ar because when I'm in a specific -- as we transit,
weather can change, sea state can change. I should be able
to tune the radar to the optimal performance wherever I zam
at. I can't' do that.

LIEUTENANT -: So you said you brought up the

issue. Who did you bring that up to?
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_: To the ETs, because they own the

equipment.

LIZUTENANT -:
_: I have to go to the local station

and radar 2.

So if you need a tweak, you =--

CAPTAIN -: Where is that located in app;@(imation

to CIC? 1Is it a good ways off, a few decks, :@sﬁ: e

_: You have tc go up aga%t a deck or 2,

\"?
maybe about 2. Q

oﬂ\
CAPTAIN -: So not too far'(@l@"

_: But the h@%s&,\g to that is having

somebody in Combat to say, a]@?&ﬂg’ht let's tune to this

performance, and then c:or%a%ég\ \k down and then going back up

again when I change -*o%le‘% this atmospheric condition can
R

change, because I gén&%ocontrol that. Can't control sea

state. Can't q&u:tzﬁgl when rain is gonna happen. So that

means I haves‘«‘t go find that person again, having to go

*\\ %o
back upr?le@; start the comms all over again until we get
¥ ,%

B yQ@ @ow what I mean? It's kind of hard.

\QLCDR -: Do you know if the CSOOW was notified

on your watch that you guys were having issues with -

performance?

_: No. They was having issues with 677
LCDR -: I'm sorry. Is that what we were just

talking about?
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LIEUTENANT -: Well, again, you said the issue
was that you can't make changes to that radar picture. You

can't tune it from Combat.

_: Right. You have to go to a local

station.

LCDR_: Right. So, my gquestion lsép‘h that =--

on your watch, was the CSOOW, which is the %Sﬁtrolllng
&
station Combat would notify if you had arg%‘%qulpment

problem. Was the CSOOW notified thaﬁ??qg were having
\\QJ

Q%

C
_: That's Qbms@hlng I brought up

earlier, sir. When I f1rsg&§§é§ted getting calls standing
é O
watch in Combat, and I was&?old the reason why it's not in

performance issues with the 6772

A
remote 1s because sqp%\o&% the buttons are missing, and they

\Qa
covered the butteﬁ%s’&p to prevent people from putting their
& &
hands in therge getting shocked. That's was what =--
& \\

that's wh@\t ;owas given.

Q@Rﬁ- I understand that. So it sounds like
1tQ§%ﬁ;§ longstanding issue. And you were probably talking
to your buddies, you know, CMC division, kind of face to
face, right? But in terms of a watch standing process, do
you know if the CIC watch notified the CSOOW?

_: No, I don't. I don’t' know that

part.
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LCDF_: Okay. All right. That would be the
normal route to report a casualty or a degradation, right?

With a piece of equipment?

If it goes down,

It would be to let CSOOW know.

ves, Like, if I

was having an issue with the radar being 10 degrees off,

then I would let CSOOW know.

But if it's an ongqgﬁg

>
problem, I wouldn't tell the CSQOW that watch‘96~
LCDR -: Okay. So, it sounds {\&ce it was a

longstanding issue.

that accurate?

LCDR

Okay.

You guys just hadlgﬁ'llve with it. 1Is

6 Q0
& &
O
\5%
Yes, sir. CP
T
N
\? Q
Q}

LIEUTENANT -: ésjfa}oéqegardlﬂg the radars that were

in use, hcw was the radégdglcture° How was the quality of

R\

the information cqﬁ?
0. o>

That night it was good.

$in?

I was able

o 4
to see the Q&agfic coming down the traffic separation

0 o
scheme.
o

wereaﬁ%NQOmplalnlng, S0.

Q.

\QL.IEGTENRNT -

again. Is this the 677

73 in Combat.

[inaudible - 00:21:18].

Yes,

They use the 73 at the bridge,

édiqﬁés able to see what they were seeing and they

And I'm getting my radars mixed up
the 67 radar. We don’t use the
the

We can tune to the 73, but the

73's mostly for navigational purposes and we lose range if
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we use the 73. So that would be not a good idea to use the
73 for underway surface tracking.

CAPTAIB_: You had mentioned traffic separation
scheme. Could you talk a little bit more about that beyond

a general location as to what you're describing as for the
-6°
(&
Q
_: Well, uh, up on the r&é’ar picture it
,@
locked like they were going like north agg“ we was going
N
<
ﬁowas in the traffic
s
separation scheme, from the way th¢,° ffic was flowing.

& \B
That's why I was thinking we wQ‘,ﬁ‘e @n the traffic separation

traffic separation scheme?

this way. That's why I was assuming

z
scheme. There was no actuaé«b"@@51cal representation on
%\‘oo
VMS, but the way the tri\?f&g@ was flowing, that's why I
&

9
thought we was in tl)zse“ R&ffic Sseparation scheme.

‘Q \Qa
CAPTAIN -os;@rhank you.
LIEUTEN.% One word that came up in a couple
e N
S &
of the preyvionys interviews was clutter.
P g§;gﬁ
& I@:UTENANT So, ah, sea return, yes.
_: So, sea return is like noise arocund
on the ship. And the -- the issue with sea return is when

a contact tracks intc sea return, we lose it. So, until it
comes out of sea return, then we can track it again.

That's one of the things we can clear up on the radar if we
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have the ability to tune it. But since we don’t have the
ability to tune it, I can't clear it up, so.

LIEUTENANT -: Without leaving CIC.

—: Without leaving CIC.

LIEUTENANT Were you getting any amount of
clutter? (\é‘

&

There was clutter on tl’;@\ radar.

LIEUTENANT : Would you have a Qéﬁgh idea of --

How far out? QS}

LIEUTENAN Yeah, how f@réapim°

No. QQ \5%

LIEUTENANT -: And s‘b@u said when a vessel goes

& Q
6
into c¢lutter, they cannot&sf@

_: Qﬁgi"&@racked It's like a big white

: > :
noise around the sm,o\e“ So, they're somewhere in there, but

where in there gzé‘low far from us, we don’'t know.

Q
LIEUTE&RN’R\\- okay.

CA%@I@F-: What's a typical amount on a nice day,

wheraﬁag@ﬁ not raining and not a lot of cloud cover, you
S
don't have a big sea day? What was the typical sea return

ring around the ship, ocut to what distance? If you had to

CAPTAIN -: Estimate.
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: It's not that far. Probably maybe 1

nautical mile.

LCDR Okay. S0, 2,000? Maybe a little bit

more?

: About. Around there.

\°Q
LCDR Okay. What's the worst you's 've seen
gg
that? N
é\

: Um, about 4 nautlc@‘& miles, 4,000

yards, 4,000-6,000 yards. I don't kqgﬁ That's when the

\@
sea state was real heavy though. »s%fékhe sea state is what
N
%C \\\e
P&
b \v
LIEUTENANT -: 0185‘31 VS0 the watch goes on,

&
traffic in and out, ever@?%@’ﬁy s' still 10 nautical miles or
&

I -- it's out there,

0

more away based on %hear\o"has been put intc the system. Are
’Q \Qa

you watching AIS<§EQ& much?

: No. Because the AIS - that we

use by thg&sgfface -- SWCC -- watch station. So they use

Q %
AIS. c@%ﬁn@&l, I'll come cover there from time to time and
W N
lod%c'b‘:\ it, but they mostly use it.
s

Okay. Do you kncew of any other

LIEUTENANT -:

AIS sources?

_: The bridge. That's the only 2

places 1 know.

LIEUTENANT -: Do .they have the same - up

there or is --7
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I think they have a little box.

LIEUTENANT -: And then nothing else, as near as
you can tell?

Absolutely.

LIEUTENAN All1 right. So, let's go up to

0100. Again, you switch out 15 minutes before ths§°y0u
>

know, end of the watch. So, you've got 45 mim@f%s left.

Still a bit of traffic around? {\é
&
%%

There's still tr@&g\flc around. So,

[

at that time, I told - to wakE\\ngqft'he next watch
\*

team. Because the watch supe th@ﬁ Qﬁ% gonna relieve me was

on boat ops. He's a [1naud::\b@%\\ O{} 25:31]. So I went to
o
make sure he was up. So g& gbmes back and tells me

everybody is good. Sov& gﬁk like all right, I'm gonna use
4 &>

X
the aerial equlpmqgf'\gso I was to tell the Watch-0,

Qv
-6@“' he's UI, So I told somebody else to

Q
go up. I gg&d\\@ﬂm gonna use the head real quick. Soc I
&0
come ba%}Q? délng my little sweep, check the 0SS, and
¥

noth:zﬁ‘%but water in the horizon. So ([inaudible -

because

00.25&30] over there. Then I took the surface picture. I
didn't see nothing of major concern. Sc, I didn't say
nothing. And the SPA doesn't work, so I can't check -- I
can't use that as my backup to make sure, all right, I'm
verifying what I'm seeing on the console. So I have to

trust what I see on the conscle. 8o, I didn't see nothing.
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So, I waited for the 30-minute fix. So I took the 30-
minute fix from VMS, put them on the check position log.
And I sat down to tie my shoes, and then 1 minute later, we
got hit.
LIEUTENANT -: Do you recall hearing any radio
Q
chatter on NET 15, anybody talking about any veg@els?
(
8
Q§
LIEUTENANT -: Just prior to thges when =-- and
you're seeing what traffic is out =-- ﬁh ther out, what way
Q&é§k
is the traffic approaching the ve§$%$ Are you still in
that separation scheme, where gv ﬁ?body s kind of going
north-south? Or are you cg@@é?hg traffic? 1Is there ==

_: S g&n t see any crossing traffic
& &

from what I saw befg§é<§ I took the 30-minute fix and it
\Qa
still looked llk@ﬁtﬁb same as the whole watch, north-south.

LIEUTEN _ All right. So, I know I'm
repeatln%5ﬁ%§$lf, but I'm making sure the picture is right
in myxﬁﬁaﬁ Nothing under 10 nautical miles. No MOBOARDS
be@%eﬁéowe re nothing under 10 nautical miles. Nothing
crossing the vessel that we're aware of. Were there any
vessels that the Fitzgerald crew was aware of that had been
seen and then went into the radar scatter?

_: That I can't answer because I don’t
know. I can only assume after I got back after watch what

happened prior to us getting hit. Because after I came up,
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like I said, I'm going to the head. I checked the scope
once. And like I said, I don't have a SPA to back me up
when I'm taking that next face. That's my tradition. As
you can -- as I say, once I take the fix, I look at the
SPR, if there's nothing of new of concern, I leave it
alone. Since the SPA's not working, I have to de@nd on
what our surface stations see and what they rigéort, and
what the bridge sees and what they report. f\\ \

LIEUTENANT -: And that's SPAa‘s"‘r SPY?

B W e

CAPTAIN -: I may have @sg“éd it, but do you

recall what time you stepped @fg or a head call?

Q
_: 3§ Qﬁ‘@@ct time, no. But I came back

around - between 115 a§3 ﬁs is when I came back. And
4 o

that's when I look%‘& @\ the surface watch stations. Didn't
see anything zﬁ\ﬁicg&\:ern and I didn't hear anything of
concern wher@,%q_rx‘é‘ame back. So, I just waited for the 30-
\
minute g@:}&?)ok a fix, then one minute later, that's when
thin @s&grted going down.
FN

APTAIN -: And how long did ycu estimate that you

were away on your head call?

_: Whenever - came back from the

watch -- waking up the watch team. So, I sent him down
after he took the 01 fix. So he took the 01 fix. I was

like, all right, you took it, go down and wake the next
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watch team up. Make sure they up, because I know people go
back to sleep. So make sure they up, make sure they
talking to you, and then come back up here. So, it
might've been about 5-8 -- somewhere between 5 to 10

minutes, because I left right after he left. After I told

N
certain people, you know, I'm leaving and this %\\5‘ what's
o
up. \Q‘\

&
CAPTAIN - At any point did you%s%tand in for

somebody else in their positions, ll}%&%hlle they went to

\@
make a head call? G}ﬂ
\B

T R theb@éecm 0, Lf Hie WAHES to Eake
‘Q

a head call, but he mostly {&L&@tell the TAO that, "TAC I'm
%\o

going to make a head c:a]e,? "\‘ And that would be it. They

o
don't really tell m%& &

CAPTAI .\&%o you don’t sit in as SWS or surface

or any of thoé@ f&:s:ttmns”
g 3

: No, I didn't sit in -- I usually --

T wascﬁtﬁng in for SWCC if I was up there and they asked
¥

meqéooﬂ}%lp them out to make a head call. But that night,
N\

no. And the only time - sat in for -

[phonetic] is when they initially came on watch, because
- [phonetic] came off the boat ops and he asked me

to take a shower and to get some coffee before he got on

watch. I said, all right,- sit down for him until

he gets back. So then when he got back, the turnover, and
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then - came back as watch UI, and - fphonetic]

sat down on the conscle.
LIEUTENANT -: All right, so 0130, we took the
fix, went to tie our shoes, and then there's a hit. What

happens after that? What goes on in the CIC?

_: So after the ships stops rq@ung,

you know, OPS, which is TARO, she's like you gq@ﬁ%o set

ZEBRA. 5S¢ I ran to the starboard side andﬁéiw a bunch of
AFFFs coming up. 50 I was like set ZEB@h on the starboard
side. So I ran teo her and told herQ&g@k ZEBRA starboard
side. Then I was going to set Z@ﬁ%&ﬁbn the port side. But
evervbody was coming up to bQﬁfQﬁhg from AFFF and they told
me it was flooding in the§ﬁggt ing. So I became a
messenger and I ran too %ﬁsreal guick and I was like
there's a report g&iﬁ%&odlng in the berthing, we need
1nvest1gators<3§ts§~hnd I ran back to Combat and then some
people wasig&mﬁﬁﬁ in -- 0S8's was coming in, and I set ZEBRA
on the §s§%¢éide and tecld TRO ZEBRA was set. And then I
wente&& %6k for the logs because I knew not to start
wrii;gg down everything after that. So I went to the
tomahawk side of our Combat because I was searching for the
logs. Then we found it. I tock the muster report. And
then, unfortunately, if something happened, I got the
lifeboat muster. And then eventually they said general

guarters and my watch station was on the bridge. So I went
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to the bridge to do my condition-TI watch section and then
that's when eventually the Captain came up. He was carried
up, I should say. BA&nd then we run the all Muster report
for OI and then I left because it was a little chaotic, and
the X0, he was trying to settle everything down. So I
didn't just want to be a floating body up there sﬁhd cause
unnecessary havoc, I mean, bumping in peoplﬁﬁk way. So I

went back to Combat and started leogging sﬁ%ff, and that was

Q
3 N
lt . 66 Aﬁ.

LIEUTENANT -: Okay. Ygﬁ@&tlnued to do watch

down there and help out as nee@bd

‘Q
_: Yealao"éo, I made sure we got the
> 0
&

last posit before VMS w@?t&@%ff and to make sure we -=- I
ol

annotated a late engfygébr the collision because I couldn't
\@
find the log at &ﬁ%ﬁ?tlme, so I couldn't log at that time.
Q
So when we f%\ﬁﬁg\ t, I made the late entry, collision in

p051t10n,¢§h§99ver the position was. And then everything
Q/

Q
afterxﬁﬁaﬁ came up on the squawk box or the ICs, the IVCS
m

ph&% 'Q\or what I was told. That's by word of mouth, and
N\
put it in the log.

LIEUTENANT -: And which log was this that you?

_: The general log. The CIC general

LIEUTENANT -: I do believe we have copies of

that. So, that sounds good. Mr.-?

log.
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MR . I think I may have missed it. We said

.

that the 10 nautical miles was an overlay. An overlay of
what?

It's just a circle we build around

the ship.

MR.

Exactly. But you're -- what Q§§'you
>

looking at to place the overlay on, I guess? s§§
\
We hook on ship, thQ&symbol of on

ship, and then we build a 10-nautical méle circle around

the ship and slave it. Because if gﬁggﬁdn t slave it, the

&
circle is gonna move and the sh;@?&ﬁbgonna move.

MR. :  Okay. So‘figﬁyou looking at a different
radar picture, VMS? Sﬁgon
: v&§§ %The only thing I look at in VMS
N
is the posit so I gﬁh@éﬁé it at whatever fixed interwval
\\

that the nav1ga§b§§set

MR. S0, 10 nautical miles, you're looking at
h i 9 anygﬁlng'comes within 10 nautical miles. How do you
@*,ﬁ’

kn0wé&h¢% something comes within that 10-nautical mile

ES
plCtS%E?

: Because when you're moving and then

the way the contact is tracking, when it falls within that

circle. For me, when it comes at least to the edge of the

circle, the speed leader, I want a MOBOARD. That's my
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requirement. But as for the TAO saying where it has be
within when we set sail.

R. -: A contact comes within the circle, what
system is tracking that contact to know that it's within
the circle? T guess that's where I'm losing it.

MR. -: It's the 67. Oh, okay. $% this overlay

x&\
So, the 67-radar. &‘5&
(

Q«
X
-7 %%\
\‘b
Q
LCDR -: Who tells you wr@}x@ surface contact
\\QJ
enters the 10-mile range? S
& S

_ b

if a surface contact. SOI‘[}%@%@ SWCC will say something to

S
me, but they like to usg g)‘é electronic CPA and I don't
N

Q
like using that. Lgﬁké‘ doing a MOBOARRD. So I tell SWS if
\

>
something's apprgﬁ%@‘ing that 10 nautical miles, you let me
g

&\5
"

know.

MR. Okay, so the SWCC or SWS lets you know

if so@é%hﬁ’ng is coming within the 10 nautical miles?
oS

* S -
L
MR. -: Now that being said, the 67 had a

certain amount of clutter on the radar that you guys

couldn't diminish due to missing parts, buttons. You would

have to call an ET in.
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: No, we would have to -- yes, we have

to call a ET because we don't know how -- we don't have the

codes or anything.

MR. Right, you can't fine tune it.

Right.

MR, Okay. BSo, how far out did thesﬁlutter
go again from the ship? Q§@
\Q
That night, I don’ tQ&naw I didn't
&
\‘b

sit at the console and measure it out.

MR.

: So is there any g§35$ﬁy no admission of

anybody, that if you miss —-- letQS s§§ the clutter goes out

to 6 nautical miles. Your whﬁﬁqﬁ’Ls 10. So if some kind
@° Q
of way you missed that 4 gﬁug&aal miles of ship movement,

once it enters into thﬁ%cﬁs you have no idea where it is.
~ \0
+¥No.
\‘b

MR. S§§0 any contacts or issues I assume is

Q

5§\br1dge for confirmation by a SWS?

relayed fr t
Q\

S
o)
ng

You mean a radar picture?

)
5%550 Yeah. Like, say they see something or
they ‘may think they see something. Is that relayed down to
you guys? Or is all that handled on the bridge?

No. We're supposed to correlate our

information. Sometimes -- there's times where they don't.

We gotta press them for it. But the majority of times it's
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-- we gotta correlate the radar picture along with their

visual, because they can see as well.

MR. -: I guess I gotta ask. Okay. So, 10

nautical miles, you have 67 radar, a certain amount of

clutter. In your watch, who would've first noticgg —= saw
.\o
the vessel on radar? Who would you expect to h@&}e seen a
{
5O

vessel on radar? The vessel that hit you g
&

| $
R
Q
. [ e NN
\\QJ <59
_: If it's no&*%igthln the sea clutter?
CQ
- ERe Q @
<>
_ If 3@:‘& not within the sea clutter,

it should be anybody thﬁt&' watchlng the 67 radar or the 73
Q N
radar, if it's w1thgh the 73 radar.

Okay. So in CIC, how many people

o
have a moni @é@?t looks at the 67 radar?
Surface and SWCC.

Surface and SWCC. And what are you

looking at the SPA.

MR. -: Okay, but outside of the SPA, my

understanding is you would have a &7 radar with an overlay.

If the SPA was working, I'd be

So you can see the &77?

—_: If I walk to the console.

Alpha Transcription 678-646-5330

FOR OFFICAL USE ONLY



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

FOR OFFICAL USE ONLY

Audio transcription — 31

MR. -: If you walk to the console. So from

where you're standing, what are you looking at?

_: So, it depends on what I'm doing.
MR. -: Okay.
_: Because I alsoc gotta make sure that

there's a TIC - the Tactical Information Coordina,glgr - make
@

sure he has or she has no problems. And then&b'l\e TAQ wants
\

for me, I have to solve that problem. AlsQ&bsometimes I'm
on to chat. So whatever they pass -- Slie%Watch Q didn't
see something and the Watch €, this ngb?hat passed over
chat, this is what they need. Tﬁia&?s what I'm thinking
about deing or have done alrgﬁc{g\. Just letting you know.

CAPTAIN - Just&‘t‘.q@help clarify. Your watch

function in CIC does g@ gﬁgs not have you sitting at a
s A
console? 3> Q¥
Noe. - don't sit at a console.

CRPTAI@% Right. So, how many different watch

statlongﬁwﬂ?hln CIC would you say you're bouncing around
>

and ﬁ@%actlng with in the course of the flow of your

dc&né‘ your job?

—: It's surface, it's SWCC. Sometimes

I talk to 0SS. There's TIC. Sometimes I talk to EW. And

there's -- sometimes I talk to the Watch C. The guys on my
watch station and the TAQ are the people I interact with.

CAPTAIN -: So how many was that?
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Seven.

CAPTAI : Okay. Thank you,.

MR. : Okay, so your job basically is overall

management of multiple watch stations. So were you -- I

mean everybody gotta sit somewhere. So where your‘\desk

R
for lack of a better word, there are no mon:.torg?there"
s@
: No. b\*\
&
&N
MR. All right. So, you‘r\gs‘«‘xon -- do you have
R
on a headset? <
\\QJ <
e &
3§ havg@%&\nore questions.
\
CAPTAIN -: So, e@e} Gad mentioned chat. What was
o
going on with chat durn@qé&‘bur watch?
~o

\So mostly it's either they're
&

DI
&ther opposition, or they're just

reporting to Al

letting us klés%\%ey, those tippers, it's supposedly this
type of %&ﬁaﬁ this position right here, Or seeing what
ot;her \%?’%?’: are reporting and what's going on. That's
ab&l%@

CAPTAIN -: How much of your watch was consumed by
monitoring or responding to chat would you say?

_: It wasn’t much because I either let
the SWCC do it, because he has a computer there by him and

he's also supposed to monitor chat and the Watch-0. They

have another computer that we can put on the screen when
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they came out of the chat. I glance in there from time to
time because sometimes, you know, they might not see
something. Because they're younger —-- Junior officers, so
there's some things they might not see right away and maybe
not ¢lick. So that's why I look at it from time to time
and letting Watch O, this is what so and so is sa&fhg.

This is what we probably ought a start doing C@‘ﬁ:hinking

about doing. g\é

&
%%
CAPTAIN -: Do you monitor laggt M5 at all?

CAPTAIN - - SG@?‘Y\\ That s one of two

systems I run.

A

S -

into - and put 1m0{¢§€oudspeaker. So, that's why I

? Yes, we have -- we dial

 AS
don’t have any heagi?e@‘% But if it comes over -, Y%
T

hear it. If I@Sd% hear it, I'll ask them to say it

: Do you recall whether or not there was
a 1o®%@chatter on - on watch?

_: Not during the 01 hour. Between the

01 hour and 0130, there was barely any chatter between that

time.
CAPTAIN -: And how about the general noise in

Combat. Was it =-- it sounds like there's a lot of

Alpha Transcription 678-646-5330

FOR OFFICAL USE ONLY




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

24

FOR OFFICAL USE ONLY

Audio transcription — 34

different pieces moving around. Was it particularly noisy?

Any one station seem distracted or?

_: Not at that time of night. It was

fairly quiet. So, nothing -- there was no multiple things

going on to cause a major distraction at that timg$
@O
CAPTAIN -: Any training or PQS rev:.ew& go:l.ng on?

- 2

: I was doing some tragﬁing, but that
was earlier in the night. That's was whgﬁ I had the UI.

&

Q
We generated the operative 5 message§, SP I showed him how
NG
Q
to do that, or have him do it, to&é it out and make sure

P
department heads, that they hgﬁ%.@% Check message traffic

and show him how teo read me%s@ée traffic and how to pick up
ol 0
2
what's important and hqp'gp dlssemlnate it and how to use
‘v
it for whatever mlSSioﬁ?you re coming up, or doing at that
g

present time.

CAPTAI How was your comms with the Tactical

LY
Action OféfQ§§?
O %
I wasn't talking with the TAO that
és N .
muﬂﬂsﬁ%at night. There was really nothing much to talk
about other than the next evolution. Because I was also
beginning to do the new day entry in the log, so I just
went to verify certain things, like weapon posture and
where we steaming to and so on and so forth. Because we

log that. So I just wanted to make sure we had the
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accurate information. Everything else I get from the CCS
or the ASTATS.

CAPTAIN -: What sort of activities was the TAO
involved in during watch?

_: I think she was monitoring chat

because she has her own station as well to monitor\&:hat. I
>

don’t know what else she was doing other than ;gﬁ%t

CAPTAIN - That's all I have for@%u

LCDR - We talked a llttl\e\) %1*&: about traffic

density. We just want to touch on t@g&agam How busy

would you say, based on your }':Jhm;lﬁr.)g0 econdhand observation

of the surface traffic -- hm@%@ would you say it was

& Q

o

from the time Fitz securegb‘”fsbm boat operations and began
& =I>

the 20-knot transit tmet!:@ southwest up until the time of

&

the collision? Hog{‘\n@%vy would you say it was? And I want
tec give you ag\s@'ﬁ@@ to kind of give us a sense of, you
know, relat&&e &rafflc density; 1 being zero traffic, no
ships a@%@]@.@% and 10 being some of the densest traffic
youq.é&j\g%:r seen. Where would you say on that scale that
you t&%re that night out of 107

_: So, well actually it's only 1 when
we started transiting. It was light, like 2. When we

started heading more south it started picking up, like a 5,

S, maybe 6.
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LCDR -: Did the Fitz have any what I'll call a

close call, which is any ship that passed within 6,000

yards during the course of the transit?

—: During our transit? During the

nighttime transit? I wouldn't know. I try to know because
Q

that stuff is important to us too. Because if &x got that

o
close, that makes me wonder are we seeing 1gg%n radar. And

if we are, why is nobody not saying noth:ga‘g to me?

Q
LCDR -: Okay. So from 38 r .perspective, other
N
than the collision, there were no»@ Q?e calls with any
GQ
ships?
P 6@ ‘QA

LCDR -: o;ca@&\‘nn right. So you talked about
<

M
AIS, the surface co%ﬁ%{e having their AIS-. It's off
to the right beh@n‘d\ﬁ'le chat computer, right?

ﬂ: It's by == yeah, behind the chat
o

d
computers(&\

Q
Q
L@%Rg-: Was the AIS - working?
Q
d

LCDR

It was working. Was the surface watch

scanner using it?

_: He == he -~ that particular surface

watch officer, he likes to use it a lot. And if it didn’t

work, I would've known because he would've called CIC.
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LCDR Okay. All right. Do you guys have a

bridge-to-bridge repeater or speaker down in CIC?

: We've got a phone. That big one.

It's mounted up there.

LCDR So you can meonitor — in this
Q
case? R
6&
Yes. S

LCD : Do you recall any hai%ﬁpor bridge-to-
S

&

> ]
bridge communications between the FitzQﬁﬁd any ships?
>

N A\ 47‘
O. 0\ %‘}
&
LCDR Leading up cﬁﬁgﬁe collision or any
o X
> &
time during the transit? §$§S°“
RN
s o4 \\
P é\-b
LCDR : gd‘%§ it fair to say that your first
s A
awareness of motor@§§§§el Crystal was when the collision
> &N
NS
happened? & &
R
Yes.
LC%B? : You and your watch team, surface and
C

SWSQ§§§DéBS gave no indications that there was a ship
coming down on you guys?

_: No. I did not know that until we
got hit,

LCDR -: What part were you in?
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LCDR -: Thank you. You can skip that last

question.

LIEUTENANT -: Can we talk real quick about

=i

Q

LIEUTENANT -: I've heard that maybe &:n the past

this used to be used more often, but maybe gﬁtely this is

not the case. Do you know why that m1ghﬁ$ﬁe°

_: When I would %@e*the console, it had

issues selecting contacts, and th *%g? display:; it was hard

to push the buttons. So they &Dqﬁ 1t down. I don't know
‘Q

if it was like that -- 1 dgﬁ'{?ﬁnow if the system was
QJ% QQ
degrading prior to me qué' there. But when I was there,
o

that's what I notlcgg

R
CAPTAIN -Z{'\\‘}Which console in particular?

; R
P SN
bridge s

gs&‘?mﬁ

13

i \\0‘
So%F
{5

LIEUTENANT -:

who is they?

_: The people that own the equipment,

the FCs. But we still put the watch on the watch bill, but

Is there just -- well, never mind.

When you say they took it down,

nobody goes up there.

Alpha Transcription 678-646-5330

FOR OFFICAL USE ONLY




10

i1

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

FOR OFFICAL USE ONLY

Audio transcription — 39

LIEUTENANT -: So, if it's on the watch bill, do

you know who it would've been?

_: We use the same people as stands for

us to rotate so they can communicate with the bridge team
and learn how to communicate with the bridge team on the

bridge, and so when they come to Combat, they can(\oQ

&

understand what they're locking for. é@\

LIEUTENANT -: So it's Jgust l;ke@édual role,

You are _ and SWS and you’ rgc,\supposed to ==
_: Rotate by th&%g@nd interval.

LIEUTENANT -: I thlnk(ﬁe thst answered this

question, but I'm gonna ask @b@%m Prior to the

& Q

Q

collision - 1 minute, 5 mg@f@!s, whichever - was there any
&

indication from anyonegﬁgeﬁ\our team that there was a vessel

R\

on the starboard sg@ev\@even at the last second?

0.4
—: Nobody told me anything. I didn't

find out aba&t @hat vessel until after we got here.
,{0 o
Because ﬁt@ I set ZEBRA on the starboard side, that's
'@ >
@&g@(t) says, "did you see anything?" And that's when
¥
he started to tell me what he saw. And that's how I found

when

out.

LIEUTENANT -: It's all yours, Commander.

LCDR -: So I got one followup. I want to make

sure I heard you right on the. So the _

console is down because of maintenance issues.
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No, it's not maintenance issues.

LCDR : Or material issues.
Material issues.
LCDR t So you guys don't man it. How long

has that been going on?

&
I got here in November.€§$he ship
o
got underway in January. So that's when I gﬁ%iced It.

&

g
LCDR : Okay. So, probabl{ long time -

months. On the watch bill, though, $§h said that the

_ watch stander is st{iél%%gn the underway watch
CQ

bill. So is that —- where do éhqée people go?

_: So,ﬁ:K} in Combat. So if the
o

Bright Bridge was wcrkkﬁ %\de'd just have them rotate and
o
then they would reggttqéo the 00D or whoever they report to

on the bridge. E@?.‘a(o‘%e like I said, I don’t know who they
talk to smn%é:§§h®c0nscle was never up since I've been
there, sg&ﬁ?&ﬁi I heard prior tc me getting there; they
usedb‘}g&z\nﬁ’n Bright Bridge. They used to talk to the

|
Ofﬁ@é}\' Of The Deck and surface contact and [inaudible -

00:51:40]. And then they'd switch back at a certain time
until they switched back down.

LCDR -: So is that person, is that who was
sitting SWS? What I'm trying toc get at is -- so you got a

SWS watch standard. We talked to [inaudible - 00:51:58]
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today so we'd be right. Was there a _ operator
on the watch bill who's not sitting on the _?
_: Just let me get this straight. Are

you asking me if there is somebody that's on the watch bill

that's supposed to be up there but wasn't?

LCDR -: Right, because the console dc@sn't

>
work. So were they on the bridge learning hou&o o -- what

the bridge is about or were they in Combatg\@: is there not?
S
%%

_: How they do it \1\)@ “the same person.

That's how they do it. So that pers@n{gﬁould stay in Combat
for whatever specific time, then@‘ﬁx@?'d transfer him to the

bridge and then they'll tran&&@’%n the _ for a
< 8

0
specific time. %‘

oS
CAPTAIN - s&%& SWS - (phonetic], -
_ {pohb\nsﬁlcj The same person.

LCDR \\ Okay. Well, just one more guestion.

\\

We've been a@?(iﬁg this question of everybody we've
1nterv1%&%§g®%®‘fou know, you and your shipmates cn Fitz went
throx@i‘{\ﬁ %pretty traumatic experience, the collision,
damac}e control efforts to save the ship, loss of some
shipmates, fighting to get the ship back to Yokosuka,
getting her pier side. BAnd I'm sure that you witnessed
perscnally or heard about some of your fellow Fitz sailors

that did amazing things, acts of heroism, selflessness, a

lot of physical bravery. So, we're interested in getting
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your feedback on do you have any names in particular or
groups of people that you think are -- or stood out in
particular and are worthy of a special mention?

_: The only person I know is the person

that died, was FC-1, because --

&
COMMANDER -: Is that FC-1? &
(
G\Q
? S
o K
&8
COMMANDER- -? Okay. &
Q«

_: From the storbgsﬁI ve been hearing,
\\QJ

you know, he was already up and h&*%@ gettlng people out
of his rack, you know. A lot @f@ople are saying, "If it

.@
wasn't for him waking me u@a@}! getting me out of my rack,

I wouldn't probably beép?éﬁe today." And then by the time
‘v
he was trying to geqs ug%tc berthing, I heard the current
swept him into t@%’ﬁ%ad trapped him, and that's how he
6®
died. ‘\ \

commaﬁg&ﬁ - Anybody else come to mind?

Everybody else, you know, like you

saﬁ\c@ir, everybody in their department keeping the ship
afloat and making it back here, so. But FC-1, you know,
like you said, he was about to retire, so he could have
said, you know what, I'm gonna get my retirement check and
be out of here. But he let other people live, you know.

So, he had a short time to make that decision, so in my

book, you know, I think he should get special mention.

Alpha Transcription 678-646-5330

FOR OFFICAL USE ONLY




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

FOR OFFICAL USE ONLY

Audio transcription GG 43

COMMANDER -: Okay. Thank you.

LIEUTENANT -: So we certainly appreciate your
time here today and providing all this information to us.
It certainly helps us get a better picture of what was
going on onboard the vessel. We want to open the floor to
you at this moment to see if there's any quastion%§you have
for us or if there's anything that maybe is oQ@ ;Lr mind
that we didn't ask during gquestioning thatﬁfbu would like

&
S

for us to know. QS}

_: Um, no. The @é& ‘questions I have I

don't think, no disrespect, but é§%'§?t think you all can
answer them. That's somethlnng\ there s a lot more that -
- I don't want to know, quﬁgﬁélly Like what's gonna

happen to us, as in lhgéktﬂé crew? Because I know there's

4 &>
\
nothing to be flxeqﬁig&regard to.
A0 o
LIEUTENANE§ : Right. Well, I -- again, I will
S\
say on the Q@%5§%Guard side here, again, our investigation
0 O
is into Qﬁeﬁ&asualty and into the people in terms of what

happgpggsgi that it can be recorded and try to find the
tr;tﬁpas best we can so that we can have lessons learned,
make improvements, and avoid, hopefully, similar situation
in the future. So that's our side of it. I know the
Navy's going to be doing the same in trying to improve the

systems, because we definitely don't want tc lose anyone

again or have this type of damage to our vessels again.
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So, we will definitely make improvements here in the

future. If you do have any further questions in the future
or if you do think of something, maybe an hour from now and
this is, "Oh I wish I had told them this." Do feel free to

reach out to us. We'd be glad to take that information and
Q
-0
make sure that gets included into our reports. &Fﬁmnk you
‘

o
so much for your time today. \Q&
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