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audio transcription |

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATICN INTERVIEW CONDUCTED ON

BEHALF OF NTSB BY THE U.S. COAST GUARD

I'll introduce everyong)  Please, have

ADMIRAL - So, Chief, myname is _ I'm

the Admiral in charge of the ot:l_é“{rg. fside of the

investigation. Uh, supporfdin®me I've got two, uh, Judge

Advocate Generals, uh, Ebmmander - and Commander

- They are myp“twe’legal advisors Master Chief
-is serviagd t_:i_i%\'role as my Senior Enlisted, uh,
Advisor. Andyuby LN2 - will be taking notes.

So, x&h, dfuring our conversation, we the Navy, won't be
asking®yoilVany questions. So, the Coast Guard has the lead
for ald’ the questions. So, Lieutenant -will
ingPoduce his team, which does include Captain - who is

\serving as a liaison officer.

ADMIRAL- Over to you, Lieutenant.
LT - Good afternoon.
Afternoon, sir.

Alpha Transcription 678-646-5330
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the senior investigating officer for the U.S. Coast Guard
Activities Far East Unit here in Japan under the authoritysb
of Title 46 U.S. Code § 6301 and Title 46 CFR Part 4, a&“&o
investigation is being conducted into the circumsta s of
the collision between the USS Fitzgerald and tthg X
Crystal on June 17th, 2017. This 1nvest1gat1:@§ is intended
to determine the cause of the casualty to @e extent

O
possible and to obtain information for&eﬁg‘%rpose of
preventing similar causalities in QI% @Qure

\
N Yes, sir.

LT - To assist %@h@m accuracy of our

investigation we will be &q@?glng today's interview, which

is taking place on Ju@% %ﬁ% 2017 at 1532,

Oh, thank you, sir.

Q o § ! 8 4 i ;
LT 0}\@18‘:11‘1(} me with this investigation I
X

have Mr. from the Coast Guard's Naticnal Center of
Experti.ge ﬁ& Investigations. I have Lieutenant Commander
O &

who is also from my same unit and has previous

egience as the Commanding Officer of Coast Guard

-

N
EhEters.

Okay.

LT - And I have Captain - here, again,

working as a liaison officer from the Navy to help ensure

that, uh, communications between our two organizations are
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good and that we understand, uh, Navy Operations as best we
can.
Yes, sir.

LT- Uhm, let me begin with a little quick

ground rule here. If at any time you need somethiny, need

of some water, take a break, take some fresh aig;, please
let us know we'd be glad to provide and pausg the recording
for you. And likewise, uh, as we're askdng you some
guestions, uh, there may be a few thiﬁé&'tﬁat you simply
just don’t know the answer to it dhd there's no problem
just saying I don’'t know thaty “ That doesn't come with my
job, whatever the answer m&y kg% Uh, there's no -- no
problem at all just nothyknoWing something.

| Yes, sir.

LT - Uhm,> if we could begin by, uh, having ycur

name and positicp“aboard the Vessel?

Uh, my name is -

- 1'mthe Operations Specialist - on board the USS
Fidzgerald.

LT - And what would your primary duties be

\aboard the Vessel be in your day to day work?

Uhm, my primary

duties, sir, are I'm the for the

Operations Specialist. We cover, uhm, navigation and, uh,
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surface contact picture on air picture. We do, uhm,

several different jobs, sir.

1
A

Okay.

Combat Information Center, sir.

l_| l
1

And that would be underneath theg

Uh, yes@sir.

And please remind me of ghat that

abbreviation stands for?

Officer, sir.

L

the Navy?

since

months since tiEtL\fline months.

Thank you. An&‘tow long have you

I've been in

so approximately 17 years

We work for the

uh, TAO?

Ta¥tical Actions

been in

the Navy

and

Somewhere around there.

L A little longer than I've been in. All
right. &And\ow -- when did you join the, uh, Fitzgerald?
I joined the crew in

LT

Of this year?

CHIEF PETTY OFFICER _ - sir.

So, you would have been, uh, during the

LT

Sea Trials and that first, uh, --

I think I got here on the _ sir.
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I missed zll that,

sir.

Missed all that.

Yes, sir.

Okay. So, your first time underway’ then

| 5
]

would have been in February?

Yes, Sir. If memory

serves me right, yes sir.

L And I believe I've hedardifrom others that

that was roughly three months or/s®, uh, ocut in the Pacific
and arrived back to Port heresgarly June?

: Uh, yes sir. We

pulled in last Wednesdayf s I don't remember the specific
date off of the topogf my head that we left in February,
but, uh, we didPulldin last Wednesday.

LT ¥o then have roughly a week or so in Port,

WednesdayStQ aFri--

i Yes, sir.

An entire week Wednesday and then Friday?
Yes, sir.

QOkay.

Eight days. Nine.

What time did you wake up on Friday?

Alpha Transcription 678-646-5330
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around -- I slept on the ship, uhm, so I think I wocke up

around a little after 6:00.

X
LT - Reveille is usually at 6:00? ®‘§

LT - Okay. And then, uhm, I underst%a% that

there's a number of operations that were happ@ﬁlng that

day, uh, getting underway, going to anc‘wsg agno, anchor

Q/ P
detail, flight, boats? \\

\(Z‘eg% sir.

Yes, sir.

LT - All ri g}ﬁb ,00 m, what sort of -- what sort
Q>

of duties did you havge*d%(ﬂbng each of those operations?

Uhm, I don’t have any

-- any dut:.esiig‘&‘ y, uhm, mostly I am making sure that my
\.

sailors wz@i&ave responsibilities for that are provided
for andoﬁak& care of. Uhm, just kind of overseeing and
makQ@q sQfPre that they, uhm, are doing what they need to do
.@% @mg it properly, uhm, but I den’t have, uhm, I'm not
h/

Q s
§qntrolling aircraft or controlling the beoat or anything
like that. I'm just making sure that my team is doing that

properly, sir.
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LT Is there a particular area you have to

stay arocund? Or do you have like open brow where you can
just come and go as you need?

Pretty open to gome

and go as I need to, sir.

LT Were you able to get any rest,%uh, prior

to Watch?

uh» I.didn't have --

I didn't have the actual Watch untilo’ubm,” I send the --
the air work air coordinator Watcl and that was a UI Watch,
so I didn't actually have Watgh udtil the 2200 to 0200,
which would have been whendth& ‘incident occurred during
that timeframe.

:  UhsHuhg

- [

Uhm, but we actually

stood down tlat.sWatch for the night, so I was not in combat
when it.aft-3” when the event actually occurred, sir. I
left €ombhat” around 2300, a little after 2300.

L'I- Okay. So, you did not stand Watch that

night, you were not in the CIC?

No, sir. No, sir.

CAPTAIN - So, Jjust a point of clarification.
You came on to start the 2200 to 0200, but ==-

50, L ==

CAPTAI!\- -- then you stood down?
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came on to start the 2200 to 0200, uhm, was so we were

going to be standing down because at that point we were .QQ
still -- we'd secured from flight gquarters, but had puts@]\e
rib in the water, uhm, so we were too close to land @r

SPY to be operating, which is our, uh, air searc%&adar

Uhm, so, uh, that was the reason that we ende@%p standing

had asked

on the Watch. And I remember that Ensig
me, she was just getting cff of the Wa&{m\\"l.é‘%he had asked
me to walk her through combat to h@@é@? with her CIC
Watch officer board, so I had, ®%@}ked her around combat

\
and gone through all the dlg@ @X systems and everything

N0
like that. That's how Ioégém@oer that I left combat a
little bit after 2300& @&&

- Q%Kx And then from there, uh, went to

your rack, nol;aﬁﬁ%\?urther until the time of the collision?

my rack.g?’ub@, read a book on my iPad a little bit. I

rem@ib

&t‘c@ down and probably fell asleep shortly thereafter,

bﬁ\r.

‘«*t must have been a little bit after 2330 that I

LT - So, 50 this is one of the reasons we're
asking you to come here today. Uh, one, to see, uh, who

was on Watch? Who's the senior personnel? And then two,

Alpha Transcription 678-646-5330
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to get an understanding of the CIC. How it operates? Who

does what and where and whatnot.

LT - Uhm, because we -- we have a fairly g@dd
understanding of the Bridge --
Yeah.

LT -~ but that second half ofigfhat Watch is

what's going on in the CIC.

LT - So, uh, I'll be hénest’ it's -— to me it's
a box that --
Yeah.

LT —-— folkk’ go®in and cut of. Uh, so, walking

me through what happens{in that box —-

Okay.

LT “- is definitely going to help me and, uh,

other membper$-of my team who may also not be as familiar
with 4t —3

Okay.

-- get that understanding.

Yeah, absolutely.

LT Okay. Uhm, so in a standard CIC what

types of positions are being manned and what would their

responsibilities bhe?

Alpha Transcription 678-646-5330
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with the CIC Watch supervisor. Uh, they are handling

multiple tasks. Uhm, they're making sure that their Q>
O
primary goal is to make sure that the Surface Watchstan é%s

are functioning well and getting everything that thqgsgeed.
Uhm, they will also assist with maneuvering boaqgg? uh, the
Watch lcg. They plet their navigation fix oﬁ@ﬁVMS, so
which is our Voyage Management System. US?D &Fey are to
mainly assist the Bridge, uhm, and baqbﬁp*ﬁﬂﬁ Bridge with
navigation and the surface plcturecg% qé?l they have
responsibilities throughout CICQﬂﬁhégﬁm, talk to our
Tactical Information Coordl%g@bsiéﬁhm, make sure that they
are doing what they neaﬂh&ag§§hlth our length picture and,

Q
uhm, that's mainly whd@ E$§> stay focused on.

LT - .&ﬁd\@}o uh, is this an Officer, Petty

Officer?

No, it's a Petty

It's usually the

Sgperations specialist, sir, that's -- that's one of our
Watches, sir.

LT - And I may have some questions from time to
time on what each specialty is, uh, the Coast Guard has a
few less than the Navy, so.
Alpha Transcription 678-646-5330
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-: Okay. Sco, we have the supervisor who is

watching over, uh, =--

- -- the other standers.

have our, uhm, Surface Watch Supervisor, whigh will be SWS

for short and the Surface Watch Sup woul® be at the radar
console, they are in charge in the &6JXyRadar, which is our
primary surface search radar, whicdh would be probably what
they were using that night. Whm,J9ur 64-Radar is also one
of the radars that they use. Jhat is more of a navigation
radar, uhm, and they wadlda®t have been using that that
close. They'll usegthag’closer to land because it gives
better definitioff apd for radar navigation they'll use the
64. For reg@arxsurface search, they will use the 67-
Radar, wh¥th s what they would have been looking at that
nighte® sigy

LT - So, when you say c¢lose to shore, what is
that range usually?

Uhm, it's probably --

well it's used more for radar navigation, so mainly when
we're pulling in and ocut of Port, uh, I would say less than
20 nautical miles. Maybe even less than that. Maybe even

10.
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LT Okay. So, the surface -- Surface Watch

Supervisor is radar primarily? Or --

Yes, sir.
— &

-- solely? >
@

0
_ ety
o £

do anything else. They may sometimes, uh&csg they also --

their primary function is watching ths&ad@?ﬁ watching for
surface contacts. Uhm, secondary @Qﬂ:t‘@gns would be the

liaison with the Bridge and the&%%ﬂ&talk to them back and
forth about, uhm, course ch%ﬁeand speed changes and pass

out contact information ﬁ%rrk&ge maneuvering boards that we
Q

will do. Uh, they’ 11@%0@@1:{1% recommend maneuvering board

Q
Q
on a contact or, Qﬁ‘m&@ %mgs of that nature.

& K
COoMM "@EQ_ If I could just follow up. So,

you hado‘men&tmed the 64, the 67.

Q Yes.

Q
Q»b(cﬁOMMANDER - How many radars are on board?

=
Q
the ., sir. And then we also have - But . is mainly

23 |for air search and fire control radar. Uhm, it can do

24 |surface contacts, but it is not very reliable for them,

25 |because it's, uhm, it's just not -- it's not usually tuned
Alpha Transcription 678-646-5330
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to that, uhm, well toc powerful to be that close in and it
doesn't -- it doesn't do that, sir.

COMMANDER Okay. And, uh, do you have any,

uh, capability for the .Radar?

We don't in gombat,

no.

COMMANDER So, it's strictlyedn the Bridge?

Stwictly on the

Bridge.

COMMANDER Thank you.

LT - And there's RO way, uh, you can -- so like

if you're on the Bridge and’y@Mre on a radar screen, uhm,

are you able to switch between the two rad--, the different

radars --
You can.
LT \*= the 67 and 647?
: Can you pull up the -
_ You —-- you would be

abd?2 to, uhm, they can switch between the different ones.
Yes, sir.

LT Okay. So, is it fairly obvious that which

one you're on when you switch between --

It is. It is very

obvious. They know exactly which one they're looking at

Alpha Transcription 678-646-5330
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right at any given time. And I keep saying 64, I mean 73,
vuh, I'm sorry, my lie, I should have had 67 and 64. So,

64, every time I said 64 replace with that 73. I apolcgize
for that. I had that stuck in my head. I'm so sorry.

COMMANDER -: It's quite all right. Thaf®s why

I wanted to --

_: Until w@® said that,
sir, I was like, you know, I keep saying and I do that
often, just because it's so stuck in mphead. I apologize

for that, sir,. \

S

three radaxs”?

Yes.

_ > Il
--,;. And the . was more likely not in use,

becausetha¥s air, primarily air identification.

VCARPAIN -: And in fact . was secured correctly?

<he time that, uhm, I had left the Watch. It was still

secured. Mainly because, uhm, it radiates so much power we
have to be a certain distance from land to, uh, radiate it
and then later that night they were going to do what's

called phase and power. I don’'t know how all that works,
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I'm not a . Tech, I don’'t know anything about that. All
I know is when they tell me it's going -- they're going to
be doing phase and power it means good for me, I'm not

going to stay on Watch, so.

COMMANDER - Do you know what that di&fance

Uh -=

COMMANDER - How far [Crosshalk)?

"I @0 not. I only

know the manual is ASOP talks abpit that. For fire control

and you know.

LT -: And anywa®, He>locates then the Vessel
would have been much tae’ ¢l¥se, uh, to turn that on?

Right. Uhm, actually

at the time of $Ne _incident I don’t know if . was on or

not.

LT - Uh-huh.

But again, not a very

redPiablfe of surface search radar at all.

the room, you weren't on Watch, not sure what --

Understood. Yeah, you -- you're not in

Right.

Understood. Okay. Supervisor of Surface

Watch Supervisor?
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over would be the Surface Warfare Coordinator and as far as

for the radar picture and the surface, uh, warfare Q>
Q

X
coordination they are the ones that are responsible for&“&&
*

that. So, they actually have the, uh, Surface Warf{é?

>

Supervisor and the, uhm, 0S5 Optical Sight Syste@b They

will be working for and coordinating with the\ﬁlrface
Warfare Coordinator. Uhm, they would be gﬁk ng to people
off of the ship, which would be Alpha @uﬁ%mcally is who

is above them off the ship. C/Q 0
\

LT - So, would you g@ ,@ﬁt necessarily shore
based, but other personnel %&@\re a bigger picture of
S,

what's going around in tlﬁq’a@a?
NI

Uhm, more of -- more

of their boss, u o he person that is coordinating the
' m&?‘o\e P g

surface plctmﬁ}fcﬂ;@everybody, so all the ships that are

out, uhm, Q%K&e getting, they're taking reports from

everybo@y @% s ~-
0 ; g . ;
Q*C l- I'm going to give that a quick voice

] 3
s

‘

Q Q .

CAPTAIN - Okay. Alpha Zulu is DESRON 15, that
is their theatre surface warfare commander function. In
this particular case with an independently esteeming

destroyer Fitz would be reporting in terms of the

Alpha Transcription 678-646-5330
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commanding control chain to Alpha Zulu, uh, and it's a came
to flight following. Alpha Zulu's role in this particular
case is not relevant to, uh, the lead up to the collision,
Because they would not have that -- that kind of a say®ior
would they be expected to.

LT - Okay. It's not -- not that fim¥ details?

CAPTAIN - Correct. Yes, Alpharcgﬁlu‘s Watch
station is in the cave [inaudible 20:32]N So, and they're
looking at a gauge display, so it's not ®-- it's not a

real-time display.

- Understood. ;—‘all *ight.

then the other Watchstahdeha that I directly would be
responsible for wou;d,gg the Tactical Infermation

Cecordinator, ubm, they're the ones that operate our

different 1id%8,<58hm, - - -which is -
- They would be controlling all of those.
_ I_;t.?‘- And these would be just more

communications with other?

communications with, uhm, sheore staticns, other ships, uhm,

they don’t typically have their radar scope ranged in very
close, they would be much further out, sc close in contacts

or anything like that they probably weculdn't =-- they're

Alpha Transcription 678-646-5330
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1 |[more focused on a much bigger picture as far -- and not
2 |really focused =-- they're not really focused on, uhm, uh,
3 |sur--, they're focused on both surface and air. Primarily Q
4 |they're focused on maintaining link with other ships ang{&o
5 |shore stations. \‘i@
6 CAPTAIN -; TIC manages the tactical dag@élmks
7 LT - So again, probably not the, Q‘h{% small side
8 |what's around the Vessel around me right &&Aﬂ Who do I
9 need to reach out to, nothing like tha@ é‘b
o | I
11 LT - Okay. Anyone @%%ﬁf interest in that
12 |space? OQ Q®
13 Hmm, there are other
14 |Watches that are up, ‘{oyet me see. The -- the CT's,
15 |(that's, uh, elect@n§§§werfare They would have been
16 |another one, LQM @t they -- they do electronic support,
17 |so they' r%\\ x@Ey use a _ which is our, uhm, it
18 |does el@tn@ﬁic support for us. It can listen for radar
15 s;_grét ;, uhm, emissions from, from radar. But it can't
20 &siag‘ﬁgumh how far something is. 1It's basically the same
%@b"zsﬁ me yelling across the room, you would hear me, but you
22\C can't -- you wouldn’'t be able to tell how far away I am.
23 |It's the same thing that they do.
24 LT - But you might be able to tell by the
25 |signature what it was?
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You'd be able to tell

what it was, but usually if it's a commercial radar,
they'll only know that it's a commercial radar is all that
they'll get.

LT Right. Because they're looking fOv that

unique signature that says whoa, this is someth¢ng and that
we don’t want out there?

Yes.  Yes, they're

looking for a more unique signature as far as like an
incoming missile or something likedthat is what they're
really looking at.

LT Understood.” <Dkay. Again, some of these

smaller ones that probaplysfon’t have to do with navigation
and whatnot we cansgontihue with these like quick little
blurbs of --

Right.

-- this is what they do.

Right. Some of the

otfrers,” uhm, don’t have anything to do with --

L Okay. So, primarily Surface Warfare

Noordinator or the Surface Watch System is -- is certainly

of interest --

Surface Warfare

Supervisor.

L And the Surface ==

'
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2 |Surface Warfare Superviscr and, uhm, Surface Warfare

3 |Coordinator. ) QQ
N

4 L’I-: I'm not sure how I got Surface Watch &‘b

5 |Supervisor. All right. And then all cof these kind é@&come

6 |up to the TAO as the —- Qé

7 _ The TA(&us going to

8 |be overall in charge of, how do I des;.rﬂ::&Qiﬂbest Uhm,

9 |probably would describe best as she wo@dﬁ?ln charge more

10 |of fighting the ship, uhm, she is @%@ charge of, uhm,

11 |any threats coming in and, uhm,éﬁ%ﬁguld have -- she has

12 |weapons release authority, Bb?ngxllke that. But as far as

13 |navigation goes, uhm, s%&%qé&% know about -- she overall

14 |would be resp--, knov@qthacﬁe have contacts ocut there, we

15 |have, uhm, or if Q&me&}nng is close, but as far as

16 |navigation sh%ﬁ%@ t really have anything to do or play a

17 |major rolg\&ﬁx@%‘vlgatlon and the only way that she does is

18 |if we a@e ﬁ&%tlng then she can kind of direct or say, you

19 :cno'é&\Béédge, we can't turn that way or do something like

20 }ﬁ?at@ecause of a certain situation. Like the week before

Sz:bﬁhen we were prosecuting a submarine and the Bridge was

22@ like hey, we need to turn this way, the TA would have been

23 |like no, we can't do that right now because we have --

24 |we're prosecuting the submarine we have this other stuff
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1 |[geoing on so kind of fighting, she doesn’t know the
2 |navigation.

3 LT : Right. Much, much like how a
T PN

4 |Quartermaster weould say you can't go that way *c.here's&ai0
5 |reef, uh, that's outside of our range. All right\‘@?ﬂho
6 |then is responsible/can reach out to a Vessel &@bradm"

7 _: That\u@uld be all --
8 |that would have to be all done on the &\gg h, we

9 |actually have, uhm, we have a Brldge&o «&?Ldga radic NCIC
10 |and it is over by the where the @jﬁ?t%%r the Watch would
i1 |stand, but we don’t have the &@?down there to go out

12 |on that. We can only heas@k@“s geing on unless the pass

S0
13 |control to us. §Q’ \\0
S &
14 LT - Ssoqiggé\story short is the couple of radar

15 |screens that, u@ t@ﬁ? are being watched if there's a

16 |contact thal‘Q‘bg%.:Qc% like it could, uh, interfere of

17 Gperatlgﬁ% {@% gets communicated up to the TAO. Or are
18 they&- a&ﬁ the Watchstanders calling up the Bridge

Q
19 d&ec&?y" Or do they have to go through a supervisor who

)
ZG\QPthangl goes up?

0
\Sﬁ management directly. They -- they coordinate with the
23 |[Bridge, uhm, and do contact management directly. They

24 |don’t typically involve the TAO and the only time that she

25 |[might be involved is in a close quartered situation where,
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uhm, but typically again they will call, they will talk to
the navigation team on the Bridge and do coordination there

and then the navigation team on the Bridge will be the c:)ma*sQ
. . . &
who decide whether they're going to call the captain or @

O

&
not. That usually isn't done by us in CIC. The onlg@time
that would be done typically is if we are not :|.n’.;\6
concurrence, then we would probably more thar\cyf’lkely

Q .
invelve with TAO and try to figure out wh%qie re not in

A& <
concurrence and get the Captain 1nvol@ é‘b’
\

LT - And you mentlonedcﬁam%ﬁlng earlier, I'm -
I wish I had made it l'ttl&ﬁg '&1 tes
- wis ad made it a 1li = clear in my no .
s

\
But there is a -- I don’t eg@? @w how I want to do it.

Uh, there's like a board&% ,Sentac:ts that's kept up to date

& &

QO

in the CIC?

Hmm, we have a
contact manags&ﬁr@‘hoard, but it's not really for -- it's
more -- 11{“@ a&%& designed for friendly contacts and it
would 0 mqg\é when we're working with other, uhm, friendly
ass@is é’g?e don't typically utilize it when it's, uhm, or

ﬂ?’en@fm]e re independently standing, sir.

bQ LT- Okay.

contact log that they'll put contacts in though.

LT - And what's the criteria for being put in

the contact log? It was observed?
[
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: It could be, it just
depends on Watch center. Because we encourage them to put
every contact in there, uhm, typically again, unless it has
a close, uhm, uh, close point of approach then they
typically won't do that. BAnd even if that, even if\Vit dces
have a close point of approach they'll be more.fccused on
doing the maneuvering boards and making recgmmendations in
deing things like that and they usually @eon’t utilize that.

ET - All right. So, you@use‘hit on a word
that I want to clarify. Maneuverinhg bvards. Uh, could you
explain that to me?

Maneuvering boards,

oh boy. How long do yauw hawe? Just kidding.

COMMANDER - There's a manual =- there's a

manual for it.

Yeah.

Well, just a rough description.

Rough description is

a granglfvering board is a paper, uhm, you have to see one,
it&A8 hard to describe. Uhm, =--

COMMANDER - Would it be fair to say it is
what ARPA is to radar in paper format?

We could probably go

with that.

LT Paper ARPA.

'
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COMMANDER _ There's a variety of different

calculations and/or solutions that you can solve for

whether you're trying to avoid or to meet, so just --

>
>
&
COMMANDER - -- multipurpose -- x&@
LT - -- you have an equation of I kn&@éwhere

these things are, this is roughly where they@golng to

go, where do I want to be based on my mxsg@n and where I

5 @
want to be. \\

&

Q
I
. ESS)

CAPTAIN - In the &n%&t of contact management

%\0
you use it primarily in c&fhb,é@ to calculate closest points

0‘®

of approach? Q

Closest points of
approach and @ﬂ{;\‘ﬁhm, what we call avoiding course. So,
if we are @Ji@bgnd then we would give recommendations of
how to @vo@ uhm, again, you could say it's putting a

2O
mamé& g‘?’st with on pen and paper, uhm, of where you assume

<¥9'eycb§e going to be based on their course and yours, uhm,

0 )
S;g all the calculations on it and then are able to either

avoid or ==

LT - Can we call it a slightly hard fumble.

COMMANDER - I'm just going to jump in. It's

a relative motion decision aide. That's all it really is.
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b

COMMANDER - It takes a look at relative

motion between two or more things moving on the ocean, or
not moving, and tells you aveiding courses, closest points
of approach. You can determine course of speeds.
[Inaudible 32:38]logic relative motion decisiongaking
aide.

T - I was going to call it & formal back of

the napkin.

COMMANDER - It's faromorfe than that.
B

T - Far more than %hat, okay. Fair encugh.

r. - I'1l toss it &8 yow.
MR. - All afigh®! Uhm, Surface Warfare

Supervisor, uh, that®s a”@etty Officer also?

MR. - Okay. You were on Watch from 2200 to

0200, do Yeu kriow who the Surface Watch Warfare Supervisor

was that ndght?

Spell it just a little bit slower?

Uh-huh.

Okay. Okay. Also, you talked --
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I know who was there.

Okay. And, uh, --

Feel free to name out who was there.

Yeah.

The Watch Sup WE's -

as UI. And then the, uhm,gTactical

little confusing if you look at the Watch w11l because two

with

Information Coordinator was

of the Watchstanders are in three-sectidh afd one of them
is four-section, so they kind of, yedh.“VSee looking at
them.

CAPTAIN -: Who wasaPhe'\8wWcC?

CAPTAIN - The SWC.

SWC, coh. Surface,

uhm, surface wa® kiéutenant , Sir.

CAPTAEﬁ- Who was the TO?
Lieutenant -

JCARERIN - Who was 0SS? Was it manned?

0SSl was manned, it

V]
e
H

CAPTAIN -; Say that last name again please?

CAPTAIN - Was there a CI2 Watch Officer?
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Yes, sir. Uh, I do

not actually know who that was. It was Mr._ and
-. So, Mr. ; Mr. - were the Watch

officers.

CAPTAIN Okay. Let me, I want to go next. So,
you've been -- yocu've been coperating in that CIiC“since
when?

Since February.

cnpmn-: Okay. So, and IDthédk -- I think we
can probably credit you with aboptd three months of underway
Lime?

Yes, sir.

CAPTAI Ang” wh&8t Watches have you stood in CIC

not inecluding air?

Uhm, as a -— just a
qualified CI@®Wapch officer.

CAPTATN - Okay. So, you stood Watch officer
then gou QSt put on the air tri-ag after you qualified air,
okay .

I was, well I was in

the process cf getting qualified air.

CAPTAIt\- Okay. You're under instruction,
SOorry.
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CAPTAIN -: Okay. All right. And you're the .
- you're the . d1v151on

you've been on board long enocugh to get a sense for {How CIC

operates, the proficiency of your-

CAPTAIB_: How the team interact®s. . Okay.

XPS =Eir.
CAPTAIN So, please exﬁl’éin for us the surface
contact detection and tracking yroggss for a surface
contact from your perspectivéf‘ igXIC? What is CIC's
function and how does thaf wek?

the proficiency af *those particular Watchstanders --

CAPTAIN -

So, 67 picke yp~a surface contact at 15 nautical miles.

"CARTAIN - Explain to us what happens in CIC, how

No, just what's —-- what's the process?

k¥Ou guys, uh, assess and evaluate that contact and what you

gy with that information?

CAPTAIN - And who's doing it based on the Watch

bill?
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All right, sir. So,
if the 67 picks up a contact, uhm, usually it will be, uhm,
you'll see on the radar, uhm, the video of it, so you'll
see like a little -- a little dot.

CAPTAIN - And who's evaluating that raddt’ video?

So that would be SWS

surface and then the Bridge Seamen would hawe the ARPA so
they would be evaluating it on the ARPA,™ So, but in CIC it
would be SWS and surface that are boght lecking at it and
evaluating that.

CAPTAIN - Surface &3 skort for SWCC, that's the
-- that's what they call if»

Thank you. Uhm,

they'll either put-sa maﬁﬁél track on it or it will be
automatically pafkeddup. Typically, it's automatically
picked up byth&sfadar system. Uhm, and then they will
proceed_ &®, @Y, track that contact and loock at the
electgonic’ tlosest point of approach. They again, I mean,
ulyy SWS and, uh, SWCC, surface, uhm, depending on where it
ispor how far it is typically if it's -- I would say it
typically if it's less than 15 nautical miles they will
have the — operator looking for that
contact so they can see it visually through the camera.
Uhm, typically if it's farther than that it's going to

be too far away just based on the curvature of the Earth
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1 |for the, uhm, for the camera to ses it. So, 15 NM and
2 |they'll start looking for it.
3 Uhm, once they have -- if there's an electronic &
4 |closest point of approach of less than I believe their&"&&
5 |captain standing orders say less than 5000 yards at @?000
6 |yards then they will put it on paper, which is aQ
7 |maneuvering board and then get a contact -- a@f’u a
8 |maneuvering board solution and then a recgﬁne dation for --
9 |for avoiding course. And they will al{b%e@cordmatmg and
10 |passing this information up to theﬁ%@ constantly. So, i
11 |they will let them know when th %@E a new contact and
12 |they will let them know, uhgﬁ.\ @dlately what is =-- what
13 |track it's going, if 1t'$ehe.é€?3d away from us or towards us
14 |or anything like t:halse@ oﬁ&
15 So, and it G@ béxelther one. It can be the SWS Sup '
16 |has the 1nf0rl@1ﬁ.<§1@'up or it could surface. Sometimes it'll
17 |be the Wai@' {g& but somebody is passing that information
18 |up a'}d &tt;&?g concurrence and backing up the Bridge.
19 WAIN - Okay. What circuit is that
20 @gmm'gfhlcation preparing --
o . ;
s B
23 CAPTAIN -: - Okay.
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CAPTAIN -: - Okay. Anything else on, uh,

surface management? Just a basic overview of how it works
and who is doing the work?

That's pretty mugh

the basic overview, sir.

CAPTAIN - Okay. So, this .Radar, eRe
management of that radar, uh, you said that\&he, uh, the
SWS is at the console and he's got the gbility if I recall
there's a fiddle board above the SWS.®onsele, it's got as
much controls as the . Uhm, -¢

Hmm, not in the CND

system, sir.

CAPTAIN -; oKay .

: Not really.

CAPTAIN - $o, does the SWS, uh, who configures

the radar fofPunderway operation?

The, uhm, electronic

techndciagy the ET's.
CEPTAIN - Okay. And that's part of the underway
checkoff list process?

It's part cf the

underway checkoff list process.
CAPTAIN - Okay. So, when the -- when the Watch
team comes on and the SWS is down at his console and

consumers of 67-Radar information in combat are -- are or
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looking at the data, that's based on somebody else's tuning

the radar for operation, right?

Yes, sir.
L g &

X
CAPTAIN - Okay. All right. é‘&‘
{
LT - Are they allowed to tweak that if tg\af
want a different range or? (\\6

CAPTAIN - So, how do you, uh, g&' %Q you control
<

the range scale at which you're lookln@atf-éb? video?

S
We 1, they have, uhm,
Y

they have, uh, fix and able keyg‘%%ﬁh will range in and

out and they can -- they car&&@o@&lat at their leisure.
<>
CAPTAIN - Oki\}be’ .@SQyou guys have a standard
»
@

range that you -- wheo 5{8& re in a high traffic environment
is there a standayd {@}ge that you range the 67 to?

Uhm, I believe the

SWS would Lﬁliﬁy stay around 32 nautical miles or in, uhm,
they wo&’t&&?lcally go further out than that. Uhm, but
thab*?s @ased on whoever is standing surface and what they
::@an(t% Usually surface will be in a little bit closer, but
S@gin, they can with the touch of a button they can shift
between and then, uhm, it jumps from 8 to 16 to 32 and they
have a key that they can -- they can go from 8 to 1025,

they just hit one, two buttons and they can jump between.

CAPTAIN- Okay. But it sounds like --
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Typically --

typically 32.

CAPTAIN Based on your experience is 32.

Typically, yes sdr.

CAPTAIN And then they'll -- they'll range in

and ocur based on --

Basedgen assessment.

CAPTAIN

—-— what they're logking at?
Yes, sir.
CAPTAIN Ckay.

COMMANDER Canjdl” jdst ask a follow-up?

CAPTAIN Yeah,{plense.

COMMANDER A2l right. At Special Sea and

Anchor detail wouldythat® range change?

Uh, yes sir. They're

usually goin@tas\be in range and as close as possible at
Sea and_. ARchor.

COMMANDER Fair to say 8 at that point?

Fair to say 8, ves

sixn

CAPTAIN Ckay. S$So, what I'm getting is, is

that, uh, the major players in combat who are supposed to
be constantly, uh, evaluating and sensing and reporting on
the surface contact picture are the CSE Watch Supervisor,

the SWS and Surface, right?
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Yes, sir. Uh, and

0SS.

CAPTAIN And GCSS.

Yes, sir.
CAPTAIN Okay. When cued to slew the cagera to
go look at something?

Yes, siy

e

CAPTAIN - Okay. Does the CSE ybtch Officer have

any, uh, role to play in this?

TybPically no.

A
Andgf%uament—*, yecu kind of

CAPTAIN - Okay.

}touched on this earlier, butd! w@nt to -- I want to come

back to it. How much sitWati®nal awareness of the surface
picture does the TAO+get @M a regular basis? Based on how
you guys do busing®s.

Uhm, I would say not

much. UhpXS1f a8~ mainly when there's not concurrence
betweena®uh,"CIC and the Bridge, but she or they, excuse
me, Ps x® is they're typically because they are on that 15

@2 well, so they are hearing all of what is going on, so

h/

Lﬁhey‘re -- they're involved in the process and if there

isn't concurrence they will know and usually step in. Uhm,
but they don’t have -- they also don’'t have the same

consoles as everybody else.
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They have a whole different set, so, uhm, she -- they,
whoever maybe, uhm, they're invelved, but not directly

involved. They're just --

CAPTAIN - Okay.

CAPTAIN - So, getting back to the kimd of the

-- all reviewing.

nuts and bolts, so who is managing generatigg track data in
CND for surface contacts?

Thet” would be either

a Surface or SWS.

CAPTAIN - Okay. So,° th&y can see video, they
look at it, they build a t®dck> It's a pending track, they
evaluate it, it goes inkd - if you cpen the link it goes

out on the link, ibtgalsg‘goes into-, right?

CAPTAIM.-: So, the TRO --

EAPTAIN -: -- their essay on the surface picture
isyvbased on the Watch team building tracks that —--

: Yes, sir.

CAPTAIN - -- go to the CND and then it
populates. So, the TO has that information available to
them?

Yes, sir.
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CAPTAIN - Okay. 1It's just a question of what
they do with it?

Right.

CAPTAIN - Okay. Uhm, so you said you came on
what -- what time do you come on? What time does the\CIC
Watch team begin turning over the Bridge? Is it.about 30
minutes before the - before the hour?

Uhm 3

When does CIC do nirate

WevYdo fifteen 'til.

CAPTAIN -: So quartersgf?

on at about 2140. Excusedmeg 2145, sir,

S50, I would have come

CAPTAIN Pkay<> And at what point are you

relieved from —-

Uh, zero =-- I should

have been x¥¥ieged at about approximately 0145, sir.

CARTAIR Ne, I'm sorry. Uh, at what time were

you on Watch for the 2200 to 020072

What time did I get

ghere?

CAPTAIN Yeah, what time did you actually take

over?

At 2145, sir.
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CAPTAIN - Okay. All right. So, you're in the
CIC at 2145 and you left at when? 2300 I think you said?

A little bit after

2300, yes sir.

Okay. All right.
: Uh, like.Z%said right
when we had taken the Watch, uhm, we were sgill too close -

- too close to land to operate the, uh, . Radar.

CAPTAIN -: Right.

the TAC and, uh, the CIC who was . imn charge of all of the

So, uhm, talked to

maintenance and stuff liked{thatrYand they said just stand
down.

CAPTAIN Ckay.

S e

CAPTAIN So you were in CIC about an hour and a
half?
C»PLPTAI[\- [Crostalk] know what it was?
Yes, sir.

CAPTAIN Okay.

Uhm, but I'd been

there throughout the day because of all the different
evolutions that had been going on. I pretty much had been

there, uhm, mcst of the day.

Alpha Transcription 678-646-5330
FOR OFFICAL USE ONLY

37



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

FOR OFFICAL USE ONLY

audio transeription -

CAPTAIN - Okay. So, looking back on it, what's

your recollection of the -- of the pace and vine of

communication for surface track management between the >
)
X

surface module in CIC and the Bridge? &‘&&

S
- Q
— e \&\

CAPTAIN - Was it effective? Was it -(\6

say based on -- based on my experience OVSQ t&e last few
Q <Q
months, uhm, with this -- these Watch -@ ious Watch

teams, uhm, and being in CIC, uh, @9& Qchaflm,tely
effective, uhm, we definitely h %@good rapport with the
Bridge. We definitely, uh,o 1@*through, uhm, different
evolutions, like I said t@?é Q@gk before we had done live
prosecution of a subm@?igﬁo uhm, and we are always, uhm,
concurring with %@* Bé‘}gge. And if we don’t concur, we
reevaluate ourQ@@,]@Elons and figure it out and come to

concur renielb SZ«Q

cagrmg\- okay.

_@ne&though where it's been -- since I've been on board,
—

Q ;
b{‘l\ere‘s never been a time where there's been concurrence to

There's never been a

== or nct concurrence to a point where it's an issue.
Where the TAQ or the Captain has to get involved. We'll

either -- we'll -~ we'll reevaluate and come to concurrence
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or well, we never come to a point where it's just us
butting heads.

CAPTAIN - Okay. Uhm, so if I remember this
right, you left right about the time Boat Ops was wrapping
up and it was a little before the transit, this opJstarted.

_: Somewhergearound
there, sir.

CAPTAIN -: And you were still bp by the Europe
Peninsula, up by the [inaudible 49:43) =

CAPTAIN - -- the ship.kadn't started the trip —-

Yes, sir.

CAPTAIN - ORaY .

No, we hadn't. Uh,

from my recollegfion“the boat was still in the water when I
left.

CAPTATN - Okay. So -- so what was the TAC doing
-- wedl, pow was she spending her time, uh, during the

lidtle it of the Watch that you were there?

Lieutenant -

PMalways sits at her station, she always has her headset on,

uhm, she is always paying attention. I've stood multiple
Watches with her and, uh, she's definitely one of the ones
that is in the seat, headset on, paying attention to =- she

-- she monitors chat, she monitors ADS, she monitors the
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1 |situation in CIC. So, she is definitely one of the ones
2 |that's actually -- she doesn't get up and go run around or
3 |anything like that. N
4 CAPTAII\-: Okay. So, chat, where is chat &“5’0
5 |monitored at the TAO console? \Q‘\Q
6 _: There is a {\ puter
7 |right next teo them. So, the ceonscle is hereQﬁd then
8 |there's a space in-between where the TAO 4Qs:{aru::l the CO --
9 CAPTAIN - Okay. So, in boaes} beeatt. 16 TAO
10 |and the CO's chair? C/Q&QQ%
DN
11 Right. There's a --
12 |there's a monitor there. é*\ Q\
13 CAPTAIN Oka)be’ 6@? right. How about at the
14 |SWCC and the SWS cons@@he&sz& Do they have chat?
15 They do. Uh, Surface
16 |does, they hat@ﬁlr’\\%n a computer similar to the cne that,
17 |uhm, the i@x@%ust swivels, uhm, and they're monitoring
18 |that. Q@EQYQ*& monitoring various chat rooms. They have
19 P.IS‘:Qén\g@:omputer, so there's their conseole then the, uh,
20 @e @cret laptop or excuse me, secret computer that's
é@é‘zb{l\gie that they're monitoring chat and then right behind
ZZ\C it, right next to it kind of behind it that's -- but they
23 |can see it very easily is where the AIS - is behind
24 |it.
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CAPTAIN

So, the AIS - is at the Surface

Yes, sir.

Okay. And it's a - with a Polar

Yes, sir,

Console?

CAPTAIN

display?

CAPTAIN Okay. Okay. Was it wofking? Was it

up and operational and working that night?

Yeg > sir.

CAPTAIN

To your --— tad'you¥ recollection?

Toe my recollecticon,

yes sir.

CAPTAIN OKdy . .OJust out of curiosity. How

many chat rooms doeg@®the -monitor typically?

Ubm, they usually

have several @ppeny They're really usually only monitoring
the, uhm, thelones at DESRON, So, they're monitoring —-

CAPTAFN -: So, give me a number. Give me a
numbery

-- one. They —-— they

\have —- they have about four or five open.

They're monitoring

only one of them.
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CAPTAIN - Okay. How about TAO? How many, uh,

chat rooms do they have up?

Uh, they might be
monitoring, they might have about the same four or five
open and they're probably monitoring/locking at all &% them
for information. Uh, threats, they look at the .tfifeat and
warning and all the ones like that. Just on.tllat bigger
picture is what she's loocking for.

CAPTAIN - Okay. 1Is that AISMinEdrmation

available anywhere else in CIC?

No, sir.

CAPTAIN - Okay. HBwodBout the VMS data? You
know some ships will sailyN*outOand they'll run -- they'll

run a line down and, @nd g9n it through the ., so where

else ——
CAPTAm”"-: -- where else is VMS available in
| combat?

VMS is conly available

aw

& the -- right now is only available right above where,
ghm, our DRT cable is.
CAPTAIN -: So at the chart table?

So, at the chart

table, yes sir.

CAPTAIN - Okay.
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So, that's being

monitored by, uhm, the Watch Supervisor, but they don’t
have the ability. They can look at things, but similar tg
the Bridge spreads, they don’t have the ability to -- . fhey
can't mess with them and they can't —-

CAPTAIN -: That's just a repeater.

-— jusk a repeater,

they can't do anything with it.

CAPTAIN Okay. But they.anTsee what the

Bridge is locking at?

: They can see what the

Bridge is looking at, sir.
CAPTAIN - And th&t's slayed to the
Quartermaster's --

i Yes, sir.

-- or is it the Quartermaster’'s VMS

CAPTATN -

plot or .&& ifythe CONN plot?

: 1, good question.

Uhint, K don’t actually know, so I'm not going to answer

Athet.

CAPTAIN Okay. That's fair enough. That's all

Lt ye got.

COMMANDER - Thank you. So, you mentioned

this feature about automatically picking up targets on

radar.
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COMMANDER -: Can you talk to me a little more

about that on the .?

has the ability, uhm, with auto-track, it just has tHe

ability once the, uhm, contact is picked up. Andld lot of
times it will -- it will display symbiology ogdits own. It
will see that there is -- it's -- it's get®dng, radar
returned and it will display symbiology® #hm, it's up to
them, the Operation Specialist to @Xthe“SWS or Surface to
evaluate it and make it either & hewfral or unknown or
friendly contact. Uhm, sc tMey@ill evaluate it. So,
there is human interactioly; #¥'s not that we just let the
radar do its own thing? Shere is -- there is human
interaction. We'w& walching when it puts in a new contact
and, uhm, then agady, like I said we evaluate it and then
monitor anddtqQfinue to track it and figure out, uhm, what

is -- wphat 48, uh, courses we are.

‘COMURNDER -:

How does the . behave in high

Lraffifc areas?

Can distinguish pretty clearly

COMMANDER -:

between multiple dense surface contact?

Uhm, I don't know, I

would say yes. Uhm, but it just -- it —— a lot of factors
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would depend on that. Uhm, it will see -- it will pick up
clouds, it will pick up different things. So, uhm, it --
it will distinguish between different things, but aga;n,AQ
that's based on —— a lot based on the operator and mq&@nq
sure that, uhm, if we are using the auto feature t§§t
they're as well looking at it and making sure4g§%t the
video that's on the screen and what the rad{k is saying is

actually video, because it will pick upb' clutter, uhm,

and it will pick up, like I said 1t,&§§’€pf§k up marine
clouds and things like that. It(ﬁ%lkgglck up seagulls if a
bird flies by, it will pick tQé%q@& Uhm, so, we'll pick
up different things. It' %$%r§§)us to distinguish if the
radar is actually seelﬁb %Ssgfhlng or not. And evaluating

Q
that is part of wh % <§%.
P g@ Qg,

COMMANDE : Is the auto feature something you

have to sel 0 ®is it part of the default settings?
i ie -

I don’t know.

ER -: So, when do, uh, the Surface

nder and the Surface Supervisor come, correct?

<
Qi

20»@%{;@% do they -- when do they switch out normally in the --

é?is>\1n the -- there's a progression so that not everyone is

changing out at the same time. What -- what time are they
normally changing out or conducting their reliefs for

Watch?
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CIC except for the TAO will do an odd quarter of.

COMMANDER- Quarter of? o>
)
>

<£°

CAPTAIN -: So, when the collision cccurreeés?t
N3

would have been the 2200 to 0200 team? g
%\
Q./
last and I asked this specifically, uhm, &@:‘. to kind of
figure out what was going on. One of{ﬁﬁ 4§h1ngs I asked of
W
my team specifically that night wae%l'slgbtéwas the last fix
that we took? And it was at Dl%éb' Q‘Hhm, VMS froze after,
so there was no in our -- W%WE@Stlll at 15-minute fix in
our —- our 0145 fix, we @Qi’e&@ctually -~ we were actually
trying to plot exactmewl&ég we were, so that we would have
it, but VMS on 0%‘3‘-- Bﬁr == our VMS was all [inaudible
58:21] out. t@'ﬁa’qﬁban error message, which I can't recall
what it 5%\]& &%gttly, but we couldn't do anything and
didn' t Q&ﬁat‘&b trust what VMS was telling us. We didn't,

uhm (weéﬁ?eren t able to write down or fix after that. So,

>

_@ne(@BO is the last one that they put in the log. And I
e/

N
Sas in CIC before 0145.

COMMANDER -: And you had said that you were on

15-minute fixes at that timeframe?

minutes,
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COMMANDER -: And then what's the normal
procedure should your VMS since it is a repeater, uh,
should it lock up? 1Is that a loss of, uh, ECINS data? Is
there kind of a response tc that or?
usually it's, uhm, we just call it to the Bridgp, let them
know, but I don’t think =-- I don't think I'W& ever seen
that happen before where it locks up orsanything like that.

COMMANDER - Is there liXe = duty ET, duty IT,

0S that you would call to, uh, répdrfk that to?
_ We weould call, uhm,
we would call CSE, which LS'EhE'Watchstander that's
directly next to the TAD apd they would handle all that
type of stuff. We @O;lﬁ just let them know any casualty
that we have andftbey*re the cnes that will call out to --
they know whe” tddtalk to about different function features.
COMM@&DE_,P_: So, who's able to authorize the
standoup @®r the stand down of Watches? 1Is that something

that the TAO can control?

COMMANDER - Do you know if the TAO has to get

concurrence from anybody? The Senior Watch Officer or the

X0 or even the CO0?

we've ever been stood down as air, it's been a call of the
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TAO, Uh, as far -- I don’t know if they already have pre-
determined concurrence, so I don’t really know the answer

to that gquestion, sir.

COMMANDER No worries.
I don’t know the
answer.

COMMANDER - And then, uh, for MQBOARD
training, that's a proficiency, that's an.att.that you've

got to kind of maintain?

Itis.

COMMANDER Yeah. Sagiuh, how often is

MOBOARD training conducted?

Constantly. We do --

we do MOBOARD training”ali“the time. Every Watch somebody
-- they're doing «¢ they're either doing it live or they're
doing, uh, training®’every single Watch, sir. They're doing
something, x\>SQAN“the Watch Sups are -- and the other
Operatighs fSpécialists are pretty proficient in their
MOBQARDS!,

COMMANDER

Who is your best MOBOARD person?

I know =--

COMMANDER Aside from yourself.

Not me, definitely

not me. Uhm, I'm pretty good at them, but, uh, I don’t

know.

is, is very good.

|
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COMMANDER - And then, uh, in your opinicn

who's the most experienced officer of the deck that you've
worked with?

I don't know.

really -- as far as opinions go, I don’'t really have one on

that.

COMMANDER - Okay.
Srry. sir.

COMMANDER - Fair enoug:h; ﬁ_‘h’d, uhm, how would

you, uh, how would rate the, uh, fﬁeﬁprew in terms of, uh,

morale and excitement for getting@ﬁnderway? Everybody
happy, let's go get it?

Uhm, the opinion

questicns. Uh, I wOuldd=- I would say that -- I will go
ahead and answex)'that one and say not very enthusiastic.
Uhm, based aqi we\were only supposed to be out -- when we
left in Febxdery we were only supposed to be out for a
couple ofpweeks. It turned into a couple of months. Uhm,
Ithigk as you guys will find out is we were actually

scheduled to -- we were on our way home at one point and

‘got turned back around. Uhm, so the crew wasn't very all

too thrilled about, uhm, the amount of time that we ended
up being -- spending at -- spending. And then the fact
that we were only supposed to be in for a week. We were

actually supposed to pull in on Friday, but based on a
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casualty that we had, a loss of power was why we ended up
pulling in on Wednesday, but regardless of that, we were

only spending a very short week in Port and no, nobody wa54°

\\
overly excited about that short amount of time and g01q8>
‘
Q
right back out. S
AN

COMMANDER - How would you evaluate@&h the

in-Port period. Was everybody well rested angready to get

«50
out of there at least? ‘ﬂ

week was very, uhm, the CO made lt(ﬁ& lear that his
\

intentions were for people to -Q;%ag d on the amount of

\
time that we spend out, hlséﬁlt@XHm was very much for

people to be cut off as &J?lq@as possible, take care of
what they needed to t?@%ei@&gze here in Yokosuka and then,
uhm, be with therQ‘b‘t'K@l ies, so0, uhm, and to him that was =
- it wasn't jqék iﬁgu know, come and muster and go back
home and g\d&)%&’ to bed. It was, you know, come and

R

n:u_ls'i:er6 o \ ittle bit of work and then go and take care

@a '{?ou need to in the time that we're here and then go

d@t d%me rest.

b\\ So, there was definitely in that week, there was

definitely time for people to take advantage of their time,
make use of their time and as well get rest and see their

families, sir.
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COMMANDER - Would you say you were working

half days?
yes sir.

COMMANDER - (Inaudible 1:04:36] had
discretion?

commp.mm:- All right. That should be all

the questions that I have for this.

LT All right. Two(duestions that came up

during this talk here. You méntighed the AIS, uh, computer
that, uh, had the displaySuhQlike a geographic display
that shows where the Vdsseds are?

Yes, sir.

LT - Igothere a separate computer that goes up

to the Bridgg” oxy> uh, is it just that one computer?

, I don't know. 1

be--,01 = uhm, I don’t know. I'm going to leave it at

tit, Jsir.

CAPTAII\- Which division is responsible for

maintaining, uh, the AIS -

CAPTAIN

I don't know, sir.

Okay. I think I do, but since I

don’t, uhm, I don’'t know.
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LT - And this is == this is my Navy

familiarization again. Uh, following the casualty and
getting reports of damage in certain areas, injuries, o Q
things of that nature. Where does that get reported to&\‘b‘
Is that the CIC who's handling those and keeping tr{é‘k of

what's being reported? Or is that a different sQ&%ion in

%\
; S
the ship? \‘b
?1 h
; \ &
that would be in, uh, the damage contr,gll c@xtral. So, they
have —-- it's =-=- those are malntalnﬁgok%@ ngineers, uhm,
%
they're being reported to dlrec@.y @om the repair lockers
\
and different things like tt@t QXIC wouldn’t play a role
Y o
Q

in the damage controel eff%rt@.

LT - Okam t&i§ld they be receiving the reports
@ ‘\

though? ‘Q &

We -- we were
receiving g\r&c@& yes sir.
CO@AN@? - CIC secondary plot?

No, sir, We don't

O

Q

Qéveéﬁlot We used to, we don’'t, they don't have it

more. It's not, because it's just not something that we
b Y
utilize or do, sir.

LT - Were any of those reports being recorded

as a written =~ someone is writing down in a log this was
reported --
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: Yes, sir.

LT - -- this is reported?

LT - But then the reaction to those reporpd is

Yes, sir.

responsible to the repair lockers t¢ damage controdd to
medics or who--, whatever they need?

Yes, ®&r. So, I made

it very clear to my sailors out —-- whenawé -- when we all
mustered and got into CIC because thgre Hre, uhm, we know
who is supposed to be out, we dr{ enough that we know who
is on the rapid response teamg, we .know who is in the
repair lockers, we know whb’iStSupposed to be where.

I made it very cléar ¢ my sailors if someone is going
te ask me if they c®ulddgo out and start helping, I made it
very clear to tiem.that I didn't want them out and adding
to any confusion)y’ so everybody stayed, uhm, I made sure
that sopeébodyrwas on the logs. So, we had two people
writifg things down, uhm, and keeping logs of everything

that was going on. That was what I had them do.

L’I- Okay.

LT - Right. And those logs have been provided

Initially.

to, uh, the investigation crew?

I don't know.

LT Don't know,
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Yes.

LT- Excellent. Thank you. Question?

Anything else?

CAPTAIN Uhm, a couple of more guestions. Uh,

I just want to run back through who was actually on Watch.
Uh,

Sir.

CAPTAIN -- so, got the Watchs8up,.got the SWS,

got the SWCC, TIC, uh, was EW MOD actual¥iySmanned?

s, sir. Always.

Okay. WhoMwasathat?

I don’'t know, sir.

CAPTAIN Okayy Bhe 0SS, CIC Watch Officer, who

was CSE?

CSE was Chief -

if I'm not mis{@ken.

CAPTARN What's his rate?

uh, - sir.

Okay. Was there anybody else on Watch

CABTAT

din Combat on the Mid? Was there an MSS?

MSS and RSC was --

were stood down as well, sir. And I don’t know, uhm,
because it was the first night on a new underway, I don’t

know who those two would have been.
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CAPTAIN Okay. BAnd I'm just looking for guys

who actually in space?

Yes, sir.

CAPTAI Uhm, anybody from the ASW module2

[Inaudible 1:09:13], fire control? HNobody up from\the

strike module, there was no [inaudible 1:02:17%)\“going on?

No, nodsir.

CAPTAI Nething like that?

NdS~sir. Ne, sir.

CAPTAIN Uh, the onlg¢ '‘person from the ID Module

was the TIC?

CAPTAIN - And noYIDS?

CAPTAIN Okay.

They man both

simultagéously.

CAPTRIN Okay. Uh, was there an ODA manned?

No, sir. We don’'t

maf:
CAPTAIN - So, only one person at the front
table?
CAPTAIN - All right.
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ODA is usually going
to be the job of the Watch Officer, uhm, monitoring chat

ODA and things like that. That's what the Watch Officer --

CAPTAIN Okay. All right.
CAPTAIN So, we got the full list nogs

CAPTAIN

Oh. So, do you =- dg “Wou.man the

We do not.

I “}

CAPTAIN Okay.

not operaticnal right nowd It S a casualty that we know
about and it's documegteds® So, it has not been manned in
the time that I have been onboard, no.

CAPTAIN Okay. So, on the Mid-Watch leading up

to the ColliSL was not at the main Watch

stationd

It's -- it's not been

ganned while at station four.

CAPTAIN You guys -- you guys probably turned

that censcle that are antiquated to keep the other ones up?

What's that?

CAPTAIN Is that conscle cannibalized to keep

other consoles in combat up?
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: I don't know.

CAPTAIN -: Okay. All right.

: I don't know if they

take parts out of it.

CBPTAIN - Uhm, --

Sorry, sdw.

CAPTAIN - How, uhm, to kind of siift into a
different line of questioning here. What's.the -- how
frequently do the CO, the XO, Ops 0ffice¥, Senior Watch
Officer, how much time do they SPEnd:in combat in & —-—- in a
transit situation where you'r@ nop.executing some kind of
tactical mission, right?, But®e transit situation going
point A to point B in deéndation 3, which is what you guys
were in at the tim&Q .Hdw —— how frequently do the CO and
X0 come through\combat, how much time do they spend in
combat? I mean.Xs it not much? Is it a lot? 1Is it never?

Uhm, --

CAPTAIN - Kind of give us a sense of --

Typically, uhm, every

da¥® we will have =-- at particularly underway, uhm, we will
have our operations and intelligence brief.

CAPTAIN Uh-huh.

So, everybody will be

in there for that.

CAPTAIN Uh-huh.
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personnel that you're asking about will always be in there
for that. Uhm, it typically takes anywhere from 30 to 45 Q

)'&\0
minutes. Uhm == &‘D‘
*

comsanoer [l =t tive is that normaiiyd®

N

sir. Uhm, I don’t recall =-- it wasn't -- I %'t want to -
Q’Q

- I don't believe it was at 1530 on Frlda h, I den’'t

o : \\ .
recall what time it was, but I belleve&Qt ﬁs earlier. I

don’t recall. Uhm, but in general@%%@a?ter that they may
come through sporadically, uh, bt' I:»Qﬁy need to talk to
somebody, uhm, the Operatlo@(:)@&cer if she's on Watch of
course, but, uh, X0/CO, &e%{@l come in sometimes. Uhm,
it's _]ust in a transm i@ﬁtlon, not combat situation,
it's not very oft‘q& \Q}r

CAPTAIN *‘;’Qf}kay Ckay. Just one more guestion
for you. & \Lﬂ% you know, you and your crew, uh, went
throug@uﬂ& an experience -=-

S

>

L& QQ%APTAIN - -- during the collision and after the
O

@llision on the casualty response. Taking care of your

shipmates, taking care of the ship and getting Fitz back

into Port. So, I'm sure you saw some pretty incredible

things done by —— by some folks. So, uh, if somebody were
to ask you what == what individual or groups of individuals
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do you think, you know, render amazing service, kind of
went above and beyond the call of duty and did some really
heroic stuff that deserves mentioning, uh, what names comg
to mind? And what did they do?

obviously the first name that comes to everybod$'s mind is,

CAPTAIN

Uhff, I've only heard
about what he did, uhm, but as my roke was I don’'t actually
know, uh, what he did and didMnotodo. I've only heard
from, you know, secondhandbdacéounts.

CAPTAIN - Yeah,Qyou're not the first person that
said --
everything is” -=<\things happen so quickly at -- initially
things hdppened so quickly and it was so confusing for
probably @bout two thirds of the crew that, you know, a lot

of’itds just hearsay.

CAPTAII\- Uh-huh.

it seems to have similar stories about ., so, uhm, he --

he's a definite name that comes to mind. Uhm, let me

think. Uh, _ definitely is another name that

comes to mind. Uhm, as our Damage Contreol Chief, uhm, I
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1 |would say that he was -- he just, uh, when you talk to him,
2 |(you'll see. He's a very calm, very collected, very level-
3 |headed person and even in with this going on he was the of Q
4 |entire time from when I talked to him and when cther pe@le
5 |talked te him, the same. Uhm, level headed, calm c@e
6 |collected. This is what we need to do. Uhm, th@' is how
7 |we need to counter floocd, this is what space%‘he need to --
8 |he was very, uhm, directing everyone and 8@19& lost his
9 |cocl or anything like that. Because Qeﬁs t that way.
10 |But definitely is another name tha@%%@% to mind. And -
11 - is another name that com&& !?o@?nd. Again, based on
12 |hearsay and I don't remembe% h@xxuh Petty Officer -
13 |goes out with, but they Q% ? of the rapid response team
14 and it was ac:tually DO% who told me, who was talking
15 |about that team aqﬁ' {Q}now ET3 - is part of that team,
16 |uhm, giving a]éb%& e initial reports of where there was
17 floodlng o&bﬁ’uch damage. What spaces were not
18 recoviseqbla&nd things like that. So, uh, again, I don’t
19 kno é& goes out with, but whoever he does go ocut
20 n&it{l@as mentioned by DCC -, but those names, uhm,
@S‘:@eryone else, uhm, really everyone else did exactly what
22\ they're trained to do. I went directly to CIC as did my
23 |sailors and we did what we're trained to do in there.
24 |Repair Lockers, everybody.
25 CAPTAIN- Okay. Thanks, Chief.
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LT - Well, I definitely appreciate all your

time today and for presenting this information to us and
certainly broadening our understanding of the Vessel afid
its operations. We want to give you this opportun{%y to
open the floor in case you had any questions figf us or if
there's anything that was on your mind thiEfﬁéybe didn't
come up in our questions that you want €0 make sure that we
understand. N

particularly. This is the po&gz ﬁﬁére I'll remember this
part in like 10 minutes from fiow, I'll be like oh man, I
should have -- but, uhmy n®. Initially I have nothing
else.

LT - Wedl, that leads to my next statement to
say if you d¢’ remember something that comes to mind after
this pledse,Odh, reach out to us. We'd be glad te, uh,
take $hagpinformation or speak to you again. And likewise.
Iwego over our notes and we find something that we wish

wethad asked you, uh, we may reach out to you as well.

LT - Uhm, finally, as this investigation is

ongoing, we ask that you, uh, not discuss, uh, this

interview with other individuals of the crew, because we

want to keep everyone's stories, uh, separate, uhm, s¢ that
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we don’t get mixed up ideas of what happened and who said

what.

Right. Understood.

LT - So, uh, we appreciate that -- that

cooperation.

Yes, sir.

LT - All right. Thank you so mu¢h for your

time today.

Fhan¥" you.
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