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UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATICN INTERVIEW CONDUCTED ON

FOR OFFICAL USE ONLY

2 QO
BEHALF OF NTSB BY THE U.S. COAST GUARD ‘b"&\
&
N\
REAR ADMIRAL -: [DICTATION BEGIN\&ERE] for a
. >
long time. \q,,%
O
_: I don’t remember seeéﬁ\é\iir.
Q <Q
rear aonieal [N o ygl sefve on the
&S
] s
(Ol
, s
: No sir. K4 &
\‘Q
REAR ADMIRAL ‘ G\}o? Okay.
r Low %u{@?leet Forces Command
REAR ADMIRAL ﬁ: Oh. Maybe our paths have
crossed. ‘bA \Q
‘Q‘Q\QJ
> Yes sir.
REA@ %@ AL -: Okay. Please, have a seat.
_: Morning. [crosstalk]
N
& é@?woww SPEAKER: How you doing?
R R
D +> REAR ADMIRAL _: So, quite a few people in
*
\?he room here with ya. I want to explain who everyone is
and kind of what you’re gonna see here this morning. So,
um, again my name is - I’'m the Admiral in charge
of the investigation for the Navy. With me today, I’ve got
two legal representatives; I think you’ve already met
Alpha Transcription 678-646-5330
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Lieutenant Commander - and Lieutenant Commander -

They’re part of my legal adviscors. Master Chief - is,
is on my team serving as my Senior Enlist Advisor and

_ [phonetic] will be taking notes. For this&a&o

morning’s interview, we won’t have any questions for @u.

A\,
Uh, the Coast Guard will be doing all the quest1iq§ask1ng.

. &
REAR ADMIRAL _: Uh, and hig\‘ﬁam, I will let

him introduce which does include Capta:&

on his team,

sSo over to Lieutenant - te 1ne@ué§ his team.
LIEUTENANT - So, go%&mo.gnlng
_: Good mornkﬂg,q%r
LIEUTENANT - &@m. b&‘euzenant _

I’'m the Senior Inves%@%t{ﬁ Officer for U.S. Coast Guard
Activities Far Ea @he@ in Japan. Under the Authority of
Title 46, U.S. ‘ﬁod@‘ﬁsol and Title 46 CFR Part 4 an
1nvestlgat3,8h %R;Qbelng conducted into the circumstances of
the col&gsmﬁﬁbetw&en the USS Fitzgerald and the ACX
Crys&"éﬁ@ﬂ June 17, 2017. This investigation is intended
@d&%%rmlne the cause of the casualty to the extent
@Qsible and to obtain information for the purpocse of
preventing similar casualties in the future. To assist
with the accuracy of our investigation, we will be
recording today’s interview, which is taking place on June

23rd at 2:11 in the morning. Assisting me today, I have
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Mr. - from the Coast Guard National Center of
Expertise for Investigations. I also have Lieutenant
Commander - who works with me in our office and has
uh been a Commanding Officer of Coast Guard Cutter. Az{ﬁ’e
additionally, I have Captain - who is working @*a
Liaison Officer to assist the Coast Guard in u&@}standlng
uh Naval Operations and any questions we ma%b??\’ave

: It’s nice to meet you@QI-
&
LIEUTENANT -: Pleasure to &e&‘@'cu, sir.

Sorry it’s un@‘\ t@l’@se circumstances.

&
LIEUTENANT -: Thes ‘b:%hl.ggs do happen, so, we

@
appreciate your time speak@g \us. Um, so if we could
%
just begin uh could ge%@?h cﬁe spelling of your name
N ‘b
please? o &Q

U?s*\ my first name is -
- Okay, so- [sic]?

: Yes sir.

- Okay.

: And my last name is -

> ‘)% LIEUTENANT -; Fantastic. I’ve had so, so many

*
\r?ames here and uh some of them have a few more letters than

others, so.

: Yes sir.

LIEUTENANT Just making sure we get em all

right. Uh, and your position aboard the vessel?

Alpha Transcription 678-646-5330
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1 _: I am the Assistant Navigator on board
2 |the USS Fitzgerald.
3 LIEUTENANT -: And then uh the watch duty N
)
4 |position would be the Quartermaster of the watch? ‘b’,&\
&
N\
6 LIEUTENANT -: Do you know which sectl% uh,
3\
7 |number you, you perform in? \‘b%%
8 : What watch section? QQ
9 The watch section, @ t remember
10 ([(sir. Um, because we are in uh thr@%e&lons and then the
11 |officers uh they were operatmgé uh: four sections and so
12 |it’s I can’t remember uh wh:.@@al section I-I was in at
o (N
13 |that time. b@ >
>
4}
14 LIEUTENANT gﬁt‘s fine
Q
15
16 LIEUTENANTy And, and let me lay out a little
17 |bit of grou@S’ %g?es here. 1If-if there’s anything that you
S
18 |don’t knoW <
D
i9 : Say I don't know?
QO
20 | & SIEUTENANT -: Yeah, it’s fine saying I don't
=4
2%&@&& Uh, we, we certainly don’t believe you’re hiding
<
22@ anything, um and there’s nothing wrong with not knowing an
23 |answer if it’s something that you simply don’t know then
24 |that’s the truth and that’s, that’s all we’re looking for.
25 Yes sir.
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LIEUTENANT -: Uh, same way if you have at any
moment you need to take a breather to have some water, use
the head, uh anything, you know any request you have please

)
ask us of it and we'll be, try to facilitate the best '@

can. We can stop, pause this at any time -- G\Q
N\
6‘\\
LIEUTENANT -: And, and come back\ﬁ it, so no

worries there. Q‘Q

Yes sir. Thank y é‘b

LIEUTENANT -: How lon%ﬁvébyou been in the

‘Q
Navy? \

_: On Julyi@'m at 15 years, so I'm

G}o
right at my 15-year-ma

\
LIEUTENANT ‘*@fhank you so much for your

service. & \Q&Q

‘soThank you.

LIE ?\I%ﬁﬁ- m, so across 15 years I'm sure

you v@%a&%lenty of different vessels and uh experiences,

Q
ul‘b{ﬁre(%?ou in the Navy on, on such a career do you work on

% pgprta.cular class of vessel like are you focused in on

*
Sestroyers or is it just spread out?

Um, I, I've come uh quite fond of being

e

on the Destroyer. My, my first uh ship was uh an, an
amphib. I really, really like uh the LSD platform also. I

guess I like all things ships, I guess. But, uh the only
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two types of ships that I’'ve been on with an LSD um, my
previcus ship before the uh Fitzgerald I was on the USS
McFaul uh DDG-74. BAnd, um I was onboard there for five
years and then um I transferred here um to Fitzgerald on,;o?
checked onboard on September 28, 2016 and um I-T lika@‘
Destroyers, the weapon system that they have onb QQ and
they're a lot faster than uh LSDs and um I, Iﬁke it. Um,
I like the small boy community because you@t to interact

ey

with uh, with everyone and you get to J&r&‘hveryone s job.

LIEUTENANT -: Excellentco 0%

-: So, I'm pret&fbmugﬁ like a jack-of-all-

trades and a master of none. Q QQ

LIEUTENANT - @u@‘i’e] But, so often better than
master of one. Don’ %&ﬁt‘&at on me. Okay. So,
definitely uh a lcdg. ofﬁlfferent platforms here and uh so
you’ ve been on‘b%%‘ﬁe Fitzgerald since uh September of

last year. Sz,o

: Yes sir.

{E\IQ@ENANT - Um, so you’ve, you've probably
@19 Qcouple of patrols. Uh, T understand there may have
Qg@n a, a yard period uh last year?

ship was in uh dry dock and we came out of dry dock. It

Yes sir, When um, when I got here the

was in um November. A&nd, uh we got out of dry dock and we

still had a small uh, uh maintenance availability period.
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And, uh after that we uh had ocur first underway in uh
January. I don't remember the, the exact dates of those

but um we started getting underway in January. Um, we we&:e

O
in and out a couple of times and then um came back fong}

maybe a couple of weeks in February and then we _’Leg@‘again

and we were gone for up until the beginning o%iéhne And,

then um our last underway was the reascn ngﬁE'm here.

LIEUTENANT -: Understood. om& o, a little

sea trial in January, out for sure l%\\% ary, get to go

to all sorts of missions in the &ﬁ?lfﬁ%
” o &
B e
LIEUTENANT -: Ub‘?‘ Q@lderstand maybe picked up a

G
couple of folks in Sas e Sﬁh maybe on the way back up to

port here. And, tuﬁu@a little down time the early part

of June uh for %‘}Aweeﬂs 10 days roughly.

LIE@N%&?- And during that time uh so you got

famil r:zsﬁd with the wvessel, um what, t-tell me a little

bbﬁ& Qé&t that cause obviously each vessels got their own
bl:.‘sfh:%e quirks and different COs and XOs on how operations
&

one.

LIEUTENANT -: Was there anything uh was it

normal just hey I'm here, show me the..

Alpha Transcription 678-646-5330
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_: Well, um, of course coming here to Japan

is totally different from being in Norfolk, Necrfolk,
Virginia. And, so uh, just doing that adjustment and then
uh which was uh funny with my last ship I put them in drﬁ?g
dock and when I left there, I checked out from that a@ﬁmand
we were in dry deock, and so when I come here uh {@the
Fitzgerald and then we were in dry dock here. Cbénd um so
just seeing like a lot of the uh, the shlggﬁkd workers
there. They were Japanese, and so try@ Q@communlcate
with them is of course they don’t @ngspeak much
English, so there, there was th&@anq?mu know just certain
uh, certain shops and off;.ceg%&@n my last ship are in

2§
different places on the q§? ngthe ship now.

Q>
LIEUTENANT —e“ Q&y
_ @m,@nd so that just took me a little

bit to get usedﬁn%‘sol just, I mean being familiar with

that plathSh agp'I could just easily just associate the

new spa uﬁ$§or substitute the new space for the old
N\
spacg} @9

& ﬁsmmm-; Okay.

N
2@00 _ And, um like I say DDGs that, that

21Sfcommun1ty Uh they, they work the same. You know, they, I

23 |[(think one of the most versatile ships in the United States

24 |uh Navy Fleet, or any Fleet for that matter. And uh like

25 |the, the mission and just the mission here is like you’re
Alpha Transcription 678-646-5330
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always on the go. You have to pick up and go and sc uh I
like that because it, it keeps you on your toes and um yocu
have to be sharp and um at what, what you do and it-it's
kind of stressful and uh at times I, I kind of like th ,-?9
the high intensity like the stress of it because y&@‘get to
actually see how good ycu are and then that’s {@n you get
to see how great of a leader you are becau%ﬁzou re
division will, will reflect that. 0O, 1@) our division is
a mess and you have high stress gou‘;&%n@@hen you have to
just tighten up on your leadersh@n Q%

LIEUTENANT -: Okay ‘Mggu;id you, do you feel that

the, the team performs pre@y@}ll uh based on your, your

xo
first uvh, first per:.od@t s@ ?

_ @ *&nd, I'm not just saying that
because of 1t~1€$e nrQ%eam but um I have uh my guys; all of
them are yc:umbsox it’s their first ship. And, um, I like
that bec@ebﬁg&l ve been in it going on 15 years and I get
to Sst gﬁé& the right way how to do it and just train them
l%ﬁg Q@g right way to learn things and I challenge them all
Nﬁﬁé%lme I act like I don’t know something and then uh
\w?ienever they ask me and then I say go look it up. I just
tell them, what -- I give them a couple of pubs where they
can look at it. And I give them a publication that’'s

completely wrong and, and then they’ll say that pub has

nothing to do with, with this, and I'm like oh, oh yeah I

Alpha Transcription 678-646-5330
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forgot about that. And just to, just to see how --
continued training is, is like a joke with us. They always
say well I know I can’'t ask OM1, he’s going to tell me to
look it up when he already knows but I always -- then I 599
always tell them teach a man to fish. And, I alway§é§§y
that to them.

*’é&
2
LIEUTENANT -: Okay. So, so one, o@%question

O
here cause as I said I'm trying to underst@% the Naval
Operations and how, how it works out i Qeﬁ%‘k‘leet Uh, you
mentioned your team. Well, who ma@ gbyour team?

-: Um, what we %&r% rn, it’'s different.

You have different scenarlosQ (@the first scenario um I
go with uh with the leas%é?\agﬁt of people that’s the
Quartermaster of the,aﬁ%cgshhere it’s just -- you have just
your uh one qual:.%nﬁd ﬁrson that is qualified in the
Voyage Managemeﬁn éﬁ%tem, which is our electronic chart
display. t@ §? if the ship is uh certified and that,

that’s @e N@ﬁzt basic uh watch, watch station.

&}IE@@ENANT -: Mm-hmm.
\@b _: And then um, Level 2 would be uh like a

Qsﬁﬁfled navigation detail and it varies. The, the
parameters that each ship would set modified navigation
detail is um it’s the Commanding Officer’s call, so if
they, if they feel that at um 15 nautical miles they would

like 15 nautical miles within a navigational hazard or from

Alpha Transcription 678-646-5330
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1 |land then they can write that in their uh standing orders
2 |that they want the navigation detail set. Um, I remember
3 |my last Commander we set ours at, at 12 nautical miles and
4 |here on the Fitzgerald it’s uh 5 nautical miles. So, &?
5§ |medified navigation detail you have your, the Navi@or or
6 |the ANAV who is myself, and then you have a qu{ééfled

7 Quartermaster of the Watch. Um, and that v&a§ our person at
8 |nermal station for the modified navlgatiﬁmodetall And

9 |then the Level 3 um would be a um 11 \aé%)er:lal sea and
10 |anchor detail and that’s pretty %@1 f_\ér a uh restricted
11 |transit. Um, whenever you’re &Qgglng or leaving port or

QJ
12 |you have like a what they Q&lhﬁxchokepcunt transit, like

13 |[the Suez Canal or uh tl‘@ﬂ\l?oogma Canal something cf that,

14 |that nature. 1;56 *%u have um for navigation, you

15 |have the um of ;Qaursﬁoyou have all the Bridge watch

16 |standers, th%.@ ?:e of the Deck, Junior Office of the

17 | Deck, um@eb@nning Officer. You have um a pilecting, a

18 Pllotdfag iﬁficer which is uh an Operations Specialist that
19 1%&9& £Sve on the uh, the 73, SPS-73 uh and repeater. Then
Zﬁg\q‘\yo@ﬁhave a uh CIC uh Nav Plotter. You have a uh port and
ﬁ&\giarbcard bearing takers which are um, since my, we're

& short in my division. We have an actual Yeoman uh doing

23 |that as one of my bearing takers right now because I'm, I'm

24 |short on my crew. But, uh, so you gotta have uh either a

25 |Quartermaster or someone on the uh pelorus with their, with

Alpha Transcription 678-646-5330
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1 |a telescopic update um bringing in bearings to our,
2 |whatever NAVAIDs we have uh set forth that way we can uh
3 |get lines and positions off of.
4 LIEUTENANT -: Okay. &‘&o
5 _: Um, in addition to those personne]& ou
6 |have a um Nav Plotter, which would be a Quartermiﬁgr that
7 |is of course qualified in Voyage Management S{ﬁem And,
8 |then you have a um a bearing book recorder#b nd the
9 |bearing book recorder, that person is c@ urn S
10 |depending on what ship, uh it coult@% ﬁmd -powered phones
11 |or it may be uh, on, on the Fltﬁcféraﬁé’ we had IVCS, uh
12 |IVCS. It’s uh an interior v@c @mmum.catlon system and
13 |um they communicate with &?e @arlng takers, and so they
14 |have, we have the, (ﬁns set. And we just tell them
15 |hey port bearing {,@ﬁer\gt bearing 230 it should be this
16 |black and whlt%%%m over there. You see it? And they
17 |say uh cop;@%[@e it. And, so okay that is uh VZ. Um,
18 |bring t%g% &ﬁthe next fix and then do the same thing for
19 | the N ard side. And then uh whatever in our bearing
20 Q&ikgb’%%hey will write all of that information to the
2]58121&)\&%05 that we’re geing to bring in for our fixes and they
%;G would uh just write the bearings for that for the entire
23 |duration of the transit.
24 LIEUTENANT -: Excellent.
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_: And those are the, the three levels of

the watch stations for Navigation.
LIEUTENANT -: And, so for this voyage outbound

from Yokosuka, uh it, it would’ve been the Level 1? a&o

AN
LIEUTENANT -: So you, you’d done th&b oute
before coming to and from Yckosuka and uh »Ka»@&e’ yoeu involved
O

in the -- like is, is there a set you kn@?set of waypoints

QY N
that the vessel uses every time and, @1 eaks based on,
on conditions or does == C@ Q%

o
_: Um, it's, ‘619'5 §l, just about every time

that we’ve uh gone there’ s@e@ e’ve had different tasking
or something different @.Ei@othroat clearing] prior to
transit. OUm, at t%@%&lcular time, we were doing uh, we
got finished wﬂgp Flﬁht Quarters and Boat Ops and um so
our position aﬁit;s} we uh completed those was a little
dlfferen;& %@Q we set the first waypoint at, at a
dlffeggnt&ocatmn from, from before. Um, but pretty much
'.:l'&:o Q@Qtrans:l.t in the area is normally the same. We ftry
u:o‘b‘iuake sure that we set the uh, the trek tc where it’s um,
?'?c’s far enough way from that way we don’t have to be
outside of uh the parameters for us to have to set modified
navigation detail. So, it’s pretty much in the middle of,

of the islands that are, that are down there. And, um,

every time that I’'ve gone, that I've gone through there it,

Alpha Transeription 678-646-5330
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it kind of like freaked me out the first time because it’s
so much traffic. The area is like unbelievable. Like in
the VMS when you utilize VMS, um our primary navigation o
radar is the uh SPS-73 and we have uh the radar repeatercé\.:9
in the pilot house. And, so that, that radar repeatg@‘
whatever contacts, surface contacts we have uh —j~§hey call
it being hooked. We have it like uh hooked lﬁgilke another
word for we selected. So, like we select @%t particular
vessel on the radar um because that -- @ﬂ @18 our
navigation radar it automatlcally t5§%11$bthen it' 11l
populate on our Voyage Managemess§§%%§em, um computer. So,
we’'re able to monitor, we re@bl@\:o get the uh CPA, all of
that, and all of the lnf%ﬁ%aR@%n It will give us their
latitude, long1tude,~86%1€§hm their course and their speed
as well. And, J.t~,$§t *ﬁ‘ give you the time to CPA and all
of that stuff. %o (\*

LI EUT@}%’«&- Excellent.

And so it’s, it’s highly accurate.

@A
S QQ“

0& : Yes sir

CAPTAIN -: Uh, so uh for your trek lines, so back

IN - So, if I could interject a gquestion

to his, his question. You have a set standard in and

outbound trek 1line where you set your waypoint one to join

that trek line is what you modify each time?
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+ Um, well this, this, this transit 1is,

is, is not attached to our, our transit from Yokosuka.
Where the, where the um collision happened is like outside

)
of it and um like the area we, we've had to waypeoint lgﬁe

first time it -- I can’t really remember exactly fgsi ==
x
[Shuffling and crosstalk] <S§>
S

LIEUTENANT -: We’ll bring it to yg?.
R

LCDR So, I-I guess the q@§%tion being is

that for the transit you have to havgsa Sved track lines

ahead of time before commencing &?ﬁk ‘2n51t right? 1It’'s

N}
discussed at the Nav Brief? $§ ﬁ}
'&é N
_: Um, we’ ‘b@& for the navigation brief,
0

the navigation brief 1%@%&. @%lnly do the navigation brief
for a restricted, ngwqg?restrlcted transits. So, if

there’s, if the 5iad€§ts going to be a restricted transit,

then we,

qﬁngggehat, that track. Um, um —--

LCD

&

Q

th
esgg

,(0

sQQ

So your track lines within the end of

ij

4}
The, so (inaudible - 00:21:55) =--

CAPTAIN Okay. So, another to ask this

Suest1on is on the night of the transit after yocu completed
Boat Operations and the ship began normal transit South
were you following a navigation track that was entered in
VMS that was approved by the Commanding Officer?

Yes sir. Yes sir.
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CAPTAIN -: Okay.
_: Yes sir. I‘m sorry, I didn't

understand.

. &
LCDR -: No, no, no. No worries. There’s a XN

lot of different ways of asking gquestions so if you I@w if

<?

we don't ask right, by all means, pipe up, we’ll %ét we’ll

get it phrased appropriately. That’s why we h{gﬁe Captain

0
with us. QQ
> &
LIEUTENANT -: We, we want yo@?‘ @1
6
clarification and then that’s, agai eb e clarifying

Qa
between ourselves what exactly gﬁb%ls §e re asking. So, we

don’t want any confusion her%‘b’ @

lines that were lazﬁ clgﬁn for you to begin your transit
\Qa
S

Q Yes sir.

Yes 51&:5‘*’ QQ

S@@ {&that scenario, those track

outbound.

chg : Uh, when were those entered and put
N\
into Jthe System?

NS
al

Q
)& -: Uh, I-I can’'t remember. Um, I'm not

%& when uh when the Captain had, had approved them. I
know we normally, we set them, we do tracks all the time
because like we get our tasking in and so we start looking

ahead so we can get time, speed, distance for whatever

transit to go wherever the case may be. And, so, um like
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7

it’s second nature uh I would say. But, uh, for this

particular track, um I-I didn’t do this one, this track.

he and the captain like went over, went over the track&%%
uh, to get it approved. &@‘
LCDR Sure. ) Qeé'x
I'm sorry. e§§}
LCDR : Ne. Don't be sorrgyoro anything.
Thanks. *0\\2' é‘bAﬁ
You’ re welcom Q&QQ

o X ,
LIEUTENANT -: So, s& {Qggcncw we haven’t gotten
Q
out of Yokosuka toco many g@&éince uh you, you’d arrived
S
you know late last yeag§§’3@$'but in your previous time

P
when leaving Ynkosw§§’%§§'say heading south of Japan, is

LS
this the route «l}e gb,?sel would use to leave?
>

{&DUh, yes sir.

LIEYTENANT -: Okay. So, in between the
&wxa f

a@ud the island there?

|

Yes sir.

To conserve gas, cause coming all the

D > LIEUTENANT
0&

\

have to come over, and all that, so we just -- we normally,
if we come over, excuse me, we’ll operate here in Sagami

Wan and then from Sagami it’s just pretty much like a

Um, navigator he, he did it and I'm not sure when the, wggn

way down south you have te go all the way down and then you

Alpha Transcription 678-646-5330

FOR OFFICAL USE ONLY




FOR OFFICAL USE ONLY

Audio transcription - [ N 18

1 |straight shot. And then there’s a lot of merchant traffic
2 in, in, in this area and uh down here. There’'s a lot of
3 |merchant traffic.
>
: N
4 LCDR -: On the ccnverse of that is there lé&b’ﬁ
5 |commercial traffic the long way? 6@*
xﬂ\
Q
7 LCDR -: If you haven't taken it, ﬁu can't
QC.«
8 |really say. 60
%o
9 _: Uh, I can’t say, no@ié‘bI I can't say.
10 LIEUTENANT -: Uh, so, actn'% @e chart number on
‘Q
11 [that if you could read that out ﬂb uss
12 _: The chart@s@‘xer seven-one-four=-zero
13 | (97140). b@ §
&
14 LIEUTENANT -fa @ uh the name of the chart?
15 _ @o,\ﬂ’opma saki to Omaezaki.
16 LIEUTENANTy : Thank you. So, if this is the,
17 |the normal Rg;clszﬂere and then we have a note here uh that
&
18 (was uh @?e \QI believe from the log bocok that uh shows the
19 pos;&&on{c&as roughly around here at uh I think it was 20 --
20 \Q, Q%KNOWN SPEAKER: 2300.
- '&
Q{@‘bs\\° LIEUTENAN'I-: 23002 Thank you. So, at 2300 the
4
22@ vessel originated from this position. Is, is this angle
23 |that’s marked on these further points very far off? Like
24 |where, where would the normal track line meet up with these
25 |points here?
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_: That’s, it's pretty much how, how it

would go. Um, because like I said we don’'t, we don’t want
to, we normally wouldn’t bring it too close to this islarg
right here or it’s either we want to pretty much want t{ﬁ'o
stay in the middle and then you have =-- like I sald@'}t s

like == it looks like ants on, on the VMS like @th all of

S

the merchant, all of the merchant vessels, @ﬁen you look
at it in VMS and you see like the track»{fﬁés they'’ re going
like all different directions and um @qagas why I, when I
look at it that’s I refer to it CQQ.E @s like it loocks
like, it looks like ants causs;&t’ &llke dozens, dozens of
ships in there like in thlg&a%@ And, um it’s not really

\

a -- I don’t like it unb@ c@%se it’s, it's not like um.

Like I'm used to lj\seQ Qéltlng in, uh in, in the Gulf

&0
and, and in theﬁgéd‘ﬁﬂére you actually have like the sea
lanes and theﬁ&rgsﬁlke on the chart and you see the traffic
separatm@ s%nSmes Um and here, like it says here it'’s,
1t’5‘8§ u‘f%ry Like what is voluntary? What does a
v néé@y traffic separation scheme mean? And, so and then
Qf‘ﬁou go to Note 1: Uh, for details for the wvoluntary
graffic separation scheme in approach to (inaudible -
00:27:37) and (inaudible - 00:27:38) northwest of Oshima

and uh the southward of Irozaki consulted in the sailing

directions.

LIEUTENANT -: Not, not the clearest direction.
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1 _: Right. So, from, from here from this
2 |note, I, I go read it on the chart and then after I read it
3 |on the chart then it means you have to go find the actual >
4 |sailing direction that’s applicable to this chart. ’.oo
5 LIEUTENANT -: Right. ;@*&
6 —: Which is like extra search. i@xme
7 |being 15 years in, I really don’t understand J‘@%too much.
8 Granted, I don't have that much exper1ence@% th15 area,
9 |but you have. I have a QMSN, he just {@%&é&aman in May.
10 [(And, so you have to break this domc@%r‘éeaman so and so.
11 |Like, read this note, and well gm 5%3 this on the chart,
12 |then you have tc read this n%@eﬂ%en you have to go find
13 | the, the, the uh sailing re\g ion.
14 LIEUTENANT - Q&g _—
15 _ Qﬁnd@alllng directions is different
16 |because it’s, Qﬁy{ not in order. They have all
17 |different r@g? so then you have to find the actual
18 salllngoq%r'ﬂs%lon number and then you gc to the chapter in
19 therq’%n@o?hen read it and then that way you know what you
20 l-@re a.:,% do for that area. So --
2%81 QQ CAPTAIN - Let me ask a quick guestion. So,
%;@%ased on that description you just gave us of the work that
23 |would need to be done to get all of the relevant navigation
24 |information fecr that voluntary traffic separation scheme.
25 : Yes sir.

678-646-5330

Alpha Transcription

FOR OFFICAL USE ONLY



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
15

20

Q
&
23

24

25

FOR OFFICAL USE ONLY

Audio transcription - [ N 21

&5

—: Was that work done to prepare for this

transit?

_: Yes sir. Well, um, Nav and I. I goto
him in the practice of doing that. Uh, we have sasilind:o'o
direction, normally we will print them cut for um, ;@éinly
for uh foreign ports but especially for fore.tg{&orts.

But, he and I we had this uh atlas of Japar\{ﬁ? -- t-that we
looked at a lot and then um he and I becﬁﬁge this was our
first time out here uh for both of u %a@ navigators and
so we studied all of this stuff d%t‘éefare we um actually
came out. Well, not before w ‘kamg out here but before we
had our first transit doangoqséb And, then our first uh,
the first transit that é>g» do. Uh, we had uh ATG
onboard. And, so QSé? q§%e us a lot of uh recommendations
um whenever we,&éée‘&§1ng our LOA and everything. So,
they, they shﬁn %s a2 lot of the same sheets over there.
They uh, Qhegzg&; been stationed there for a while and of
courss@%hé$%ve gotten underway with several ships, so

Q
tisf&\\@ given us their, their, tips and what they, all of

i‘thfbir recommendations.

&
O capTAIN : So, just one followup question. When
Q 6\\

you, when you dig into the references and you give them the
sailing directions do they provide a diagram for you as a
navigator to lay on top of your transit chart or is it just

uh text?
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:  Just text.
Okay.

: Yes sir.
00

LCDR And just to clarify as well is thatgé

you, all of your chart preparation is done electronls@}ly°

: Yes sir, for VMS, yes sir. ié“é uh --

LCDR

: And is there a paper cha\:;@ that is

prepared as part of a back up redundant? QQ

As per the uh lates MVDORM we don’'t

have to maintain the paper charts a@t@ as long as we
have uh, we have to update our &tﬁ? a.%ﬁ when that is updated
um and we’re good to go. @‘@ \Q
&
CAPTAIN - Okayé 0. @ﬁ’u re 100% paperless.

_: Y%@»%l@ We still, we still have to,
&

which I-I don't ge@ ls\ﬁe like we still have to, we still

have to have paﬁe%@arts onboard but we don’t um, we're

not requir G’t Qﬁse them.
S

CAP@‘%I‘%sh: No, according tec that data you're not

requ ﬁ'e%s?g do them.

ﬁQ No sir. But, um when we came back from

%@ collision we were dark and um had we not had a paper
charting we wouldn’t have been able to get to like =-- so we

had a paper chart con board and um because we were dark our
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to transit to come back.
LCDR -: And, again you'll have to forgive mc-:aQ
° O
for my lack of understanding with the NAVDORM but uh dg."?s
the Commanding Officer require a set of ready char@t@{to be
updated and prepared at any and all time? \@5
3
B vich che navoorw? \‘S
O
LCDR -: With, just, this ig\\,é}:ecific co

Q <Q
doctrine, if, if he required of the {I@s\r%@am to have a set

of ready charts for any part:i_cule/nﬁ\az"b for —-
: é§' NS%

S
CAPTAIN -: YeahéQ‘bD@Q)the Captain have a ready

M0
chart list? Q§Q’ ‘§\0
B e e s
5O

CAPTAIN :Q\?hat tells you a minimum set of charts

, . >
you' re redgul 3 maintain.

N
-: Yes sir. We have um, a ready chart

. Q ﬂ
list > ‘b\\

A e o .
N é@ R -: And is it practice for those ready

Q
>c:h@rg!:s to be updated and maintained or no?

20
Sl
AN ;
L Q
& LCDR -: You just have to have them right?
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LIEUTENANT -: So, when they meet you’ve
mentioned a couple of times, I want to make sure I-I have

this individual, the Navigator, onboard the vessel?

S\
LIEUTENANT -: Uh, first and last name. &&
x
_: Uh his first name is - @ast name
is uh IIIII. &
é‘b

UNKNOWN SPEARKER: You need water? \BQ
CAPTAIN -: We have water. \\q‘

I can't, I can’E:ﬁ?zﬁb water. I'm

e

sorry, I-I can't. I'm fine. Tlsefhgk ‘g%ou
CABTAIN -: Okay. Q/&
\

LIEUTENANT- 83? g%hank you. So, the

Navigator set the trqa@el{& with you, uh, uh worked it
out. The Nav1gatm§pu@1t into VMS. Does VMS have that uh

voluntary uh saﬁb Q@Son scheme as, as an option or is it in

Q
the record ,Sgagﬁ
Um.

NANT -: Or is it an exact copy of this

paper chart has the most up-to-date version of the paper

chart, VMS will reflect that. That’s all it is just an

electronic version of the, the paper chart. Uh, so if it’s
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not on the paper one then it’'s not gonna, it’s not gonna

show in VMS.

LIEUTENANT -:
>
LCDR -: Can you state which type of cha:;t&ﬁou

use for navigation? There’s a variety of differen'go%harts

N\
available. >

: On VMS? &
_ o
LCDR -: Mm~-hmm. QQ

Uh, we have uh of@n%@e with have the

Understood.

approach, we have apprecach chart&o%aﬁor charts, coastal,

‘Q
and then the uh general. ‘b% ﬁ&
Q

ooz [ o h@e@e Raster charts?
_: All é@lk@%ﬁ them are just uh if that's

what you mean. Alldbqf ﬁm are just uh -—-
CAPTAIN x?ector'ﬁ

\
-\@QThey have the Vector feature. They’'re

bqﬁ, not Raster charts. Mercator uh

just regy&g"r
SV N
proj egglo \ﬂ

D . .
{“ I(ISUTENANT -: Okay. And, uh you did mention —-

D ‘bf’ Did I not answer your question, uh --7?

‘
\° LCDR

1§

Uh, I think that it’s the, the

terminology. It’'s the uh the terminology cf the different
charts, there’s Raster, there’s Vector charts. Uh, there’s
um British Admiralty charts that you can use. It just

depends on if you had a hierarchy of what type of charts --
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usually you use the most available whether you’'re doing it
on you know a non-charted plane —--

: 0Oh the --

LCDR And you can -- g

Okay. It's mainly all of the changs
N\
that we use are just uh the WGS-84, just the WGS £dr data.

N
And, that's pretty much VMS all, all together&‘b%%l‘hey' re uh
O

s «sb

LCDR

So that data is dl@‘ﬁ%{ad on a

particular background chart type? doﬁu@%cudn t know if

~§
you knew [crosstalk]chart typesa;§’ N

Q
: Yes .sir. Qiiéb

O
LIEUTENANT - ﬁi @ one last thing here you

Q
had mentioned the flr%@bt{& out for yourself and the

Navigator. Uh, dleb,‘tht&glxxlavn.gator arrive -- wh-when did the

Navigator come‘§§§s§$d7

Q Um, he had gotten there it was in uh

Octobe:éﬁeIﬁs%as maybe the first or the second week in

Octok&‘ ST wait, um I got here on September 28th and then
Q

@w%&lew back to the states. uy |G

, we flew back.
So, while we were uh there and he came and uh he checked on
board. So, I, the exact date when he came I can‘t
remember.
LIEUTENANT -: That’s fine.
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_: But I know he was here when I came back

and when we tock the ship out of dry dock uh together and

uh both of us had our first underway in uh Japan in uh

2O
January. We were doing our, going through our nav cerlﬂ?

LIEUTENANT -: Okay. And, so you had thei@ﬁ’rc uh
x

training team and, and the experts there to gl{@byou some
S
advice on that. 1Is there any -- \‘}%%
O

I 5 W
| S
LIEUTENANT -: During, dur @15 time was the

previous Navigator and I bellevee@ Qld you, you work as

‘Q
the Assistant Navigator. 6‘@‘0{‘
&
e
S
LIEUTENANT @@%E\o& they still onboard at that

time or had they de@ﬁ og@

T‘ré; had already, they uh, Nav had
\
already done ‘ﬁﬁ%‘s%rnover with the previous Navigator and
she uh t@s@?xed Um, and, and prior to us getting
underway ‘@course with uh us deoing our nav cert there’s a
b@h@g training that we had to go through over ATG. And,
%o‘bﬁe, we were over there a lot uh picking their brains,
\vou know asking them about uh recommendations and
everything.

LIEUTENANT -: S0, the previous Assistant

Navigator whe you replaced had departed as well?
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_: Uh, yes sir. She, uh, she would’ve
still been onboard but she _ And, so

she uh didn’t get underway with us. >
LIEUTENANT -: Understood. So, again, they gi@&o
you like a list of best practices. s@*
_: Yes sir. .Q&é'
LIEUTENANT -: You’ re working with r#g}ATG team
Ry

and they're helping you out. So, we, we h@?a good picture
uh but as the vessel was underway for l@:éﬁb.trst time for
the sea trials and that first uh v&@e@t the beginning of
the year it was the Navigator’ séf&rs.rs time. We're in
Japan, we‘re in this area, w%ﬁ&‘& our best.
x-o
Q> \
9
LIEUTENANT g@let s move back, go, go in time
a little bit clos%m t&to present. Uh, on Friday uh last
week the vessel«b s,-\@gttlng underway for their next voyage
and walk m@ gz?tle bit through your, through your day.

Uh, wheg,yoiﬁroke up uh getting ready. Just walk me

thros@}i @,Sur day.
.\Q, _ Um, it was just like a normal Friday.

@gt get up, come into quarters, uh getting everything
prepped for the Navigation brief that morning. Uh,
everything printed out, getting all the equipment taken ocut

so that we could uh get underway. Um, cleaning the pilot

house. Just uh like our normal pre-underway routine you
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know? We did the Navigation brief. The Navigation brief

went well.

LIEUTENANT - Mm~hmm o
_: We had uh lunch and then we, we uh&@\t

underway. We got underway, uh we went to anchoragqénd we
were anchored for a few hours because we uh mo{ xsome,
moved some ammo. And, uh once we finished I;ﬁt we picked
up the hook and uh, well we retrieved th@fﬁnchor and we got
underway. Um, once uh, once we f:Ln:Ls&%d%@ith the anchor,

the Yokosuka transit we were in 6@% ﬁea here, Sagami Wan.

‘Q
We were deing uh helicopter nggs &hlsperlng crosstalk] Uh

F
- SN
RN
LIEUTENANT Y s{a?andardlzatmn, certification -
Cb
<
- & &
V.S
& ®

Y g§81ifications for uh for the Flight
Deck. Um, hﬁg @%e doing uh helicop-like helicopter

ope ratmo!@ 6@0

gggTﬁi! - Deck landing qualifications.
'~
ﬂ& L@UTENANT -: Thank you, sir.
‘Q_: Un, excuse me. UR, we did, we did that
*

\&n. Ii'm sorry, we picked up the, we retrieved the anchor
it was around uh 1600, so we finished that transit and uh
we set Flight Quarters. Once we completed our transit um

from Yokosuka. And, uh so we were doing DOQs during the
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day and then we uh we had to do some at night alsc for

gualifications =- for certification, I'm sorry.

LIEUTENANT - Mr~hmm o
_: And uh we did some after sunset and gﬂo

after DOQs we had some, cause they were doing their ﬁﬁght
deck certification for Flight Quarters they had, ﬂ@xhad
some personnel from ATG onboard. Sc, uh, we ng% small boat
operations. We put the uh, put our RHIBS @che water in
transit and uh they tock those personn@%@kﬂ back to
shore., And, uh so that was prettyc@h@ 1l in a day’'s

‘Q
work, &

LIEUTENANT : Whaa&a@
_: Yes s:@ @d um, during the Flight

Quarters and whatnot 6@@@10'1: on the bridge at that time,
so everything that@as&chat was going on up there at that
time I, I; T reff]‘sﬁcn t know everything that was going
on. Um, I@o%@ha watch at 2130. Um, that’s the, the
beglnm.&g oQ%he midwatch. I took the watch at 2130 and uh
they&ﬁor@gted Flight Quarters and we were getting ready
@Q QBoat Ops. And, uh so we were transiting.

QQ LIEUTENANT -: Uh, sorry, sorry to interrupt.

Uh, so let me uh, we’re probably going to take quick 5-
minute break just to kind collect some of our thoughts
here. Def-definitely we’ve been talking for a little bit

here, so definitely don’t want to go on continuously

Alpha Transcription 678-646-5330
FOR OFFICAL USE ONLY




NQ
XN
&

FOR OFFICAL USE ONLY

Audio transcription - - 31

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

19

)

zo,@

23

24

\

without giving everyone a little breather here. If I could
get a quick timeline cf the day. Uh, when did you wake up?

And rough time will be fine.

&
-: Um, 5:15. Uh, we had to be onboargﬁat
06. Liberty, liberty expired for our heads at 06£§§
x

LIEUTENANT -: So, the work day for &@t folks
N

regardless if they were on the boat, off tqségessel, 06.

O
&

LIEUTENANT -: Uh, gettmg@'l ay about what

\
time? CQQ QO
‘Q
_: Um, gettl %gg@rway it was uh 11:00,
. \
11:30. \o;“ G&
LIEUTENANT &v @then straight to anchorage.

Uh, you said 1600 q@bsoC§Ett;ng out of anchorage?

3 é@was around uh 1600 when we finished
\
with anchor@%@ uh certainly that pushed us to like
around tQé is@z of the transit, I'd say roughly like about
1730 @.oq@ o that time.

&‘ I@%UTENANT -: All right so they’d be about the
st‘#t of Flight Ops?
0‘

LIEUTENANT -: And then I believe you said you

got on watch at 21307

Alpha Transcription 678-646-5330
FOR OFFICAL USE ONLY




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

4?

23

24

25

FOR OFFICAL USE ONLY

Audio transcription -_ 32

2@“
22\C

LIEUTENANT -: Which is about, Flight Ops ended

about that time.

_: Uh, I can’'t remember exactly what time

Flight, Flight uh, Flight Ops ended. &\\'
LIEUTENANT -: But, so after Flight Ops, BG@?
Ops? x
pS?
$\
LIEUTENANT -: And Boat Ops comg@?ed
Q<
approximately? \\
-: It was on my w.ala@Q \b% um, I'm unsure
. o &
what time we finished sir. é‘b

LIEUTENANT -: Un d@s;@ﬂ And so, my last

question here before we g&z/ %ooto break is during this day
from 06 to your watc%@%&h:{ﬂ‘x is going on at 22, or 2130,
O

what was your res{,\@e d?

-ﬂ& , 50 1t was like, after we finished
sea and an@rﬁtall it was like 1730 up until I went on
watch. Q@'ga’e\\%las all the downtime that I had that, for that
day & @°¢

\Q, Q%EUTENANT -: And, did you get any sleep, just
> 7

@P a meal, watch a video? What sort of things?
_: Um, I ate, I ate dinner. Um, what else

did I do? After dinner I uh, what did I do? I went to

berthing for maybe like an hour. And then I went up to the

chart room and uh I was in the chart room. I was listening
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to music. And, uh I ended up dozing off, and uh I woke up
it was uh like around 2045 and um so I went down and like
just washed my face and I brushed my teeth. And, um, I h@d
uh toock the, I had my blanket inside my stand-up lockeg,and
I unfolded it and I put it on my rack because I E&%&th I
was going to be able to go to sleep that nigh&b' £ =— 1 yelilg
that and I closed my curtains. And, then Ibﬁnt up to the

chart room and um I grabbed my £flashlig Q‘:::ai.ﬂ: of my drawer.

A
LIEUTENANT -: Mi—hmm. @\ é
Q
-: And, uh I wenbﬁ ﬁe bridge and took

the watch. § ‘Qﬁ
LIEUTENANT -: o@yQ’Qf you had to take a rough
guess at how much slee;@ejom@%ad when you dozed off, um?
Q
-: ,6@05 Qo two hours.
%0
LIEUTENAN : ©Okay. So, we’re going to go ahead
and pause tl’@ﬁ‘@rdlng here, take us a quick moment to
RS
discuss @K@a side. Anything you need we’ll, we'll be
glad ga p‘@nde but if you could just give us a few minutes
w%’&l @?.‘L kind of clear our thoughts here and get on the

‘\Sazg:e path.

&
LIEUTENANT -: Thank you.

[PAUSE IN RECORDING FCR BREAK]

4

LIEUTENANT -: We appreciate that, uh that little

break you allowed for us here and uh I just want to clarify
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1 |that uh again as we’re working through, through the
2 |timeline here of getting an understanding of the vessel,
3 |the operations your, your bit in, in the entire system the
4 |day of uh leading up to the casualty. Uh, we’re kind ofps:o
5 |getting that broad, broad picture here and my, my exg@ts
6 |uh on the side here certainly have some questior}%@nd a
7 |little bit more knowledge about uh the Quarte&ﬁster
8 |position as a whole. Um, so what we're gofps to continue
9 |here is uh asking some questions about @1 Aegﬁhr experience
10 |onboard the vessel and then we may@ Lﬁ a few more
11 |specific questions about the posﬂ:loq of Quartermaster,
12 |Assistant Navigator and the,@h&%chnlcal knowledge that
13 |you would have uh onboar%@e@?essel Understood?
14 -: e%i{@
15 LIEUTENANT Q Fantastic. So, we’re continuing
16 |now at 10:10. ‘ﬁn%‘buh when we left off you had uh started
17 |watch at 21&3 62?
18 Yes sir.
19 o&&g@&ENANT -: At that time when you, when you
20 I k‘)%ver how does the changeover work between
Z%Sb;%gitermaster to Quartermaster?
4
?2@ _: Um, we have our uh, we do our brief.
23 |Uh, we normally have a uh paper that we have to uh like
24 |Quartermaster turnover uh sheet with information that we
25 fill out, but uh with our, our NIPR network had, had
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crashed and so we were pretty much doing everything off the
SIPR side and that was cone thing that we didn’t get off of
the, off of the NIPR net that we had access to at the timg.
But, um, yeah we didn’t have those sheets, so we, we w&S%
deing like a uh, like uh, pretty much like an inve *ry
turnover and like a voice turnover as to what {@Q’xgoing on
and things to expect on the watch. And, of\@urse, um
during the night watches one thing we pggb 15 for the next
watch to make sure that they reass;gn§kh@ﬂt®’s night
orders. And, then we just give b eébstatus of the
weather, uh the type of weath fbgsq:>we were experiencing
while we were on watch from@thé& weather log. Um, equipment

xo
status, and uh we sign ﬁut&a? the shift position log.

LIEUTENANT d

equipment, uh a@ﬁc\%@erns, good weather, bad weather?

Q&do, speaking of weather and

> Uh, the weather was uh pretty mild, mild
that nlc{.@ &g the seas were uh about 3 feet. Um, the
baro erQﬂ%s steady and uh the winds, they weren’t,
w@eg@ﬁa\ung any heavy winds at all. So, um, so it was
%r%‘zty. like a cool summer night.

Ke LIEUTENANT -: And then for equipment you just
mentioned that uh the NIPR was not uh --

_: Uh, yeah, that, that wouldn’t have

anything to do with our, our navigation equipment. That
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was just on the ship as the whole VMS is, is separate from,
from the ships NIPR network.
LIEUTENANT -: Okay. So, no, no other equipment
concerns at the time. a&o
_: N-no sir. x&Q
LIEUTENANT -: A question that I, I hag&h

thought of p-previously and I guess this is a\¢§bod time to
ask. Uh, regarding navigation lights whog@?esponﬂblllty
would that be to ensure nav lights are @1 %@11 power?

—: So the person t@ J.@Dn watch during
sunset. Uh, the Quartermaster @t‘%@ﬁateh that is on
watch during sunset. Um -- o“ Q\Q

RG]
LIEUTENANT - % cﬂat is, that is a

Quartermaster duty? &&
c@

_ ‘ﬁes ir. Uh, we, we, because we
maintain the de& Q@g while we’re underway and so that’s
one of the @Sthat uh we notify the Qfficer of the
Deck. @uh Officer of the Deck, Navigation observes
suns&} @?erglzes the nav lights. And then they would
@m@ﬁedge it and then of course the Boatswain Mate of the
R@?ch, they would pass the word over the, over the 1MC uh
to darken the ship to extinguish all white lights topside,
and um we would go over to um, we call it the Telltale
Panel and the Telltale Panel that has all of the uh

navigation lights that we have onboard. You have your port
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\

and starboard running lights, of course your masthead
light, your sternlight. So, all of those are on the
Telltale Panel.
>
LIEUTENANT -: And, do you recall seeing thm&o

Telltale Panel when you took, tock the watch? 5@

x

-: Yes sir. All of the nav 1:1. Qés they

were energized. And, um, the uh Quartemas\bﬁ' of the Watch
because we were doing Flight Ops they egﬁﬁ%mzed um, excuse
me, they energized restricted ab111§¥§hagéﬁver Red-over-
White-over-Red, and so he told m&@%a@uh they had that
energized and he told me that ﬂé4$§§ uh secured it and that

we were operating with our@h@rmal underway light.

LIEUTENANT :& m&o another guestion that had come

l%@.’\flew, and, and just wanted to

&
verify. I gues%‘bﬁu\rﬁg Flight Ops there’s like a dim mode

up, uh in a prev:.ousz

and, and whlaﬁbxﬁﬁa little less bright than the normal

llghtlnc_g\\' SZJQ

Yes sir.
O
& ;éEBUTENANT -: Um, do you know if that had been
Q
sgd or switched off after Flight Ops.

6‘
Um, I do not know sir.

LIEUTENANT -: Is that easy to tell from the
Telltale Panel if it’s dim or is that on a separate?

It’s separate from the Telltale Panel

and it’'s, it’s mainly like a preference of the, of the
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1 |pilot that is, that’s doing the, the driving for the uh for
2 |the helos. Uh, if the light is too bright whenever the
3 |helo is making its approach then they, they will notify the
4 |helo tower and of course the helo tower will notify the ‘&o
5 |pilot house and then we can hit the, hit the switch @n
6 |but um we always keep it in bright. % x
7 LIEUTENANT -: Until, until asked o\t;g%rwlse"»
8 -: Yes sir. 6\5‘”
9 LIEUTENANT -: And would tha %e%&?t, is that
10 |[part of your normal to check to sea@%atblf it's dim or
11 |[not? Or is it just more of thes&ll.g;?.e Panel that you're
12 |loocking too? 8®
13 _: h, m@nl%o?he Telltale Panel. Uh the
14 [main time we would c R dimmer switch is if we had to
15 |utilize it, sir. ‘Q \é
16 LIEUTENANTy Okay. So that wasn’'t part of the
17 |changeover ﬂé?tl&@?he Quartermaster of the Watch? Uh, no one
18 |said th@y QQAE way we forgot dim lights or we switched on?
19 Thats&' tk@? didn’t come up in your conversation?
20 bQ‘b— No sir,
z@"bx\& LIEUTENANT -: Thank you. All right, so it's
22@ 2130, uh the vessels still doing Boat Ops, correct?
23 _: Yes sir.
24 LIEUTENANT -: And then Boat Ops continue.
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-

_: I'm, I'm unsure what time the uh, what

time we finished Beat Ops.

LIEUTENANT -: I understand. So, I, I believe on
the chart here it does say uh 2330. Um, so we, we’ll ‘s‘-oo
assume that. And, again, I, this information must\é come

>
from the uh, the log book. Qé

_: Right. Yeah, I'm, I'm s\eﬁng our
position is way down here we probably, w@flnlshed Boat Ops
after 2300. It was like around that ® \_Lmé%f 2300 because
our position is down here, we wcej@l'@put the small boat

in the water this far away fos‘kh &to make that transit

x&
all the way back up. Q‘b’ Q\Q
) O
Q»G}O
LIEUTENANT D M{{e mm.

_ @ Q@re by themselves like that. So,

we normally, 1%%, ﬁ enever we do conduct Boat Operations
we do it preq&? ose te land so that the RHIB doesn’t have

such a ul@ Sﬁggthy transit.

@EU‘@U\NT - It, it is a small boat for a
r@or{%

‘

© LIEUTENANT -: Okay. Sco, so who's on the bridge
with you at 2130 and then uh after Boat Ops? Who, how is

the uh Bridge makeup?

—: Um, of course you had uh the Officer of

the Decks, of course they were going through their
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turnover, the Junior Officer of the Deck going through
their turnover, both of the Conning Officers, uh and then
the uh Captain and the X0 they were on the uh Bridge. >

LIEUTENANT -: And, again all of this changeov&\o
that’s at 21302 ;\6‘

_: Yes sir. Well some, well T k{@ my
turnover was at 2130, uh of course cother peop{@ they' re
doing, they have a lot more of the J.nformaﬂ%n that they
have to provide, so their turnovers ar % %{ktle longer
than, than others and the CODs aiwt@uﬁbthey try to make
sure all of their, all of the, 6}%1rﬂ:\gtch standers have
been relieved before they um@e@\e they turnover the

%

watch., The Conning 0ff1c§? @e Junior Officer of the Deck
and then some of themct&y&& make sure that the
Quartermaster andvqﬁe &attswaln Mate of the Watch have been
relieved as welb?v g‘b well as the Aft Lookout.

LIEUT@)&%&- Again, this is for the 2200 watch,

uh the gareﬁ‘muor personnel I believe start at 2130 and
therb&g{ﬁ?ks its way up to the officers to close to 2200
{&n %%e 00D switches out.

§ _ So, the Officer of the Deck, they
normally, they’re normally relieved between like 21; well
from the 45 until the top of the hour for their, for their

watches because they’re, they’re of course all of the

information that they have to provide to, to one another as
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far as the watch 1is concerned. And, um so they’re normally

of course the last one to get relieved.

LIEUTENANT -: Correct.
QQ
_: -- Going to do turnover. I'm sorrg\@

LIEUTENANT -: Do they, do the Helmsman, ‘@ee
x
Helmsman, Aft watch do they all get relieved a%é%hls time
N
too? écb?%

_: Yes sir. All of, alé%f this at um I-I

can’t speak for them. I'm sorry sz ué#%ormally that’s,
2130 is the time that we start t ?n%@atch so that's the

N
time that everyone is normall ‘H%@gg turnover and --

e
. N

LIEUTENANT - éq, @ose, those positions are

usually under the Bcat$§h1 G&ate of the Watch? Is that

Q ‘b
correct? Q»
LIEUTEN@&- o, so yours is primarily the
chart, P\
_ Quartermaster. Yes sir.
\\
@ ENANT --where we'’re headed, are we on
QQ !
rgbk’
Qﬂ

)

LIEUTENANT -: Okay. Um, so, so you said CO and

X0 were on the bridge wing?

_: Starboard bridge wing. Yes sir.
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LIEUTENANT -: Starboard bridge wing. Do they
stay up there for very long?

_: Um, until the completion of Boat Ops andQ
then um after that the uh, I can’t remember the exact tiq$9
but they both, they departed. R§‘

LIEUTENANT -: And no final dlrectionsg.\@?‘txm them
specific == uh did they communicate with you Q@any

specific instructions? QQ

N
_: We have uh the, theib%a@ the night

orders and of course we have the, Emetféck because we had
‘Q
to uh start our transit. o, osftouqse we had the track in
there and then we had the nl@t@ars
,_}0
LIEUTENANT - m% additional communications?

exactly.

: W%@ @ they didn’t spezk to me
g&\

&

LIEUTENANTy Right. I =--
v It was just to the uh Officer of the
Deck an@%h@% perscnnel.
{E\IE@,‘FENANT-: Okay. So, uh Boat Ops are
1@3%!:1 sometime after 2300, vessel is underway, what are
@S deing there on the Bridge?
E—

course the speed change is in the deck log. Uh, taking

Uh, my normal watch routine. Uh, we of

weather observations. Um, we do, we do the weather

observations every hour starting at uh 55. The time is 55
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1 |Jon the weather observation sheet, so we do those hourly
2 |weather observations and then um we do our um logging our,
3 |our positions and then taking our fixes and -- >
4 LIEUTENANT -: When you're making those fixee;?\ois
5 |that radar fixes, uh chart fixes? x&@
6 _: It’s all VMS. They have th&@ time
7 |stamps inside VMS. And, of course dependlrgbfﬁ%dependlng en
8 |our fix interval then that would determgé how many like
9 |the, like how many uh fixes we were @ Q& It just goes
10 |from like if we’'re um in coastalcm%eﬁ we do anywhere
11 |(between 15 to 30-minute flxe:-‘,éé}i%ﬁhen it just goes on like
12 |transiting into open oc:eano @open ocean we do, we
13 |conduct the uh 30- mlnut@‘ Qﬂs )
14 LIEUTENANT Qﬂ%kay And, let me try to rephrase
15 |that. When you,&bwh@» you say f£ix is that a GPS fix?
16 ‘s'QYes sir. Itfs a GPS fix from uh VMS
17 |that we @.K@Zgnto the ship’'s position log.
18 @EU@“&ANT -: Do you do any additional fixes
19 le&e U@wzth the (inaudible - 01:02:52) or radar contact?
20@,@53‘&3 : No sir. We don't, we don’t do the --
i ‘\She, the Quartermaster we just, we’'re solely --
CBPTAIN -: GPS.

23 LIEUTENANT -: Where are we and -- write that
24 |down.
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| _: Yes sir. And we provide the uh, the

2 |PIM, Plan of Intended Movement. We provide those uh

3 |updates to the Officer of the Deck and the Junior Officer

4 f|of the Deck to let them know uh the status of our timelir&?

5 |Um, the radar fixes that comes like, they do that do ‘11’1

6 |CIC and then alsoc uh on the SPS or on the uh SPA{@G which

7 |is a radar repeater for the uh SPS-67. Uh, ngbéJunmr

8 |[Officer of the Deck and the Officer of theQS)Qcck they

9 |conduct fixes utilizing that 1nformat1 \t@'e

10 LIEUTENANT -: Okay. SOC§0 @e actual what’s

11 |that over there is an 0OOD as.s:Lg'&rﬁmzﬂQQ

12 _: Um, we pr&l@%hatever, like whenever

13 |we’re not taking like wr&?ﬂg@ omething in the deck log or

14 |our normal routine. @Qé%% course, then we provide that

15 |extra lookout -- %taeer&\?hat’s like just a responsibility of

16 |everyone on th%ﬁ%ﬁ%e when you'’re up there to provide

17 |Lookout hekp\ be?

18 gy?‘qgﬁw -: So no one, no one ever tells you

.Q g

19 youa&ﬁcl{@gs to just lock at the chart, your job is just to

20 ‘@bk‘b‘-‘ﬁ the helm, your job is just to -- I'm trying to

2&82 Qq?nk of whatever positions are up there. Listen to the

225“ radio, it, it's everyone's responsibility to be picking out

23 jobjects?

24 _: Well it’s, you have your, you have your,

25 |your primary. Of course you have your, your primary task
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and then, and that is what you do. So, the Helmsman their
primary thing is to make sure you stay on course.
Quartermaster of the Watch of course we have, we have Q
several things that we do. We um we maintain the dec‘l\&&o::g
In addition to maintain the deck log we uti-- we u Q‘nave to
take weather observations and listen to the we{k :r
observations. When it's time for a fix, we\aﬁa\re to take a
fix. And then in addition te that it mgjb%e a time when
you’re on watch where you have to su&@‘r t%&at we call the

weather synoptic. A weather syn@:!.%QS a uh a detailed
O

weather report where we have c‘;b‘ vide -
R qu

LIEUTENANT

_% é&bg you familiar with it?
LIEUTEI\S&@- Uh, yes the on the commercial side

it’s on, ‘&IK&n the disc still and they have to update it
througn T&fax or some crazy system and um f£f-familiar with

Q
"o*\ &

Q
> _: 2ll right. Yeah, we, well we utilize
(
Q

whenever there’s, it’s time for a weather synoptic or if we

have uh any uh significant weather phenomenon, then we

would uh we have to document it - _
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TR s e
-: Okay. QQ

LIEUTENANT

LCDR -: If I could ask a followup just for&a&o

clarification. So, based on your training and the w *the

x

Fitzgerald Bridge team was organized that night { had

primary responsibility of either wat:c}‘wstarzac:h,eﬁ3 functions?

_: As a lookout? Qoﬂ

LCDR -: As a lookout and @m@tor surface
e
traffic. CO 0

_ That would b %l}@gfflcer of the Deck

and the Junior Officer of thg%\ \, as well as the uh

Conning Officer. That's&\er\e like their primary duty. As

Q
{&ou uh give an order to change
G&Q

course whether 1%% t& come to starboard or come to port,

a Conning Officer whaa%

you, you qlvquﬁat;;\‘brder and then you have to definitely

make sure t u go out and check the Bridgeway to make

sure thgs @re not turning into any uh navigation hazards
Q
or %@ L@Qany vessels.

P »° e T .

S\\ LIEUTENANT -: Thank you. Um, so you’re looking

at VMS, you know what the track line is. Uh, what was the

general course headed scuth here and out to sea?

_; Uh, I think it was 230.
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1 LIEUTENANT -: And do you recall any changes from
2 |that? Like was there anything on the track line or were

3 |there a couple of uh --

Q

4 -: So, we um, because of all of the a&‘

5 |traffic, like I-I-1I stayed before we had the uh b,g@k

6 |had, it was like dozens of ships out there. A%@uh they

7 |looked, looked like ants on the, on the scr\eég like they

8 |were like everywhere and like everyone w@ llke coming down
9 |just trying to get over to, to make @%%IQHSJJ; to go

&

10 |south. And um sc to open up theé@\ Qm to, with certain

11 |vessels of course we had to c&&%&z}t, come right, and, and

12 |maneuver. Q Q\Q
O
13 LIEUTENANT Q¥ 359? any of those turns stick to

14 |mind what the new G@rsg@may have been?

15 @&Q it was, it was and uh like close, it
16 |was 230 or ZQ'@O ;'\\‘i'% was like we, we came off and like we

17 |were al%\%a@iﬁ Like it’s like between I don’t want to say
18 that q&ﬂuh I was going to say like 222-225 to like 235

.Q Q

19 1rb'§bet;@een there it was just like just coming left to open
ZO\Q%QP@H a contact off the, off the starboard bough or come
Ql\\gzck right or come back starboard to open up cff of another
\Si contact on the port bough, another contact just it, it was
23 |a lot. There was a leot of ships out there.

2 LIEUTENANT -: So, noth-nothing too extreme, it’s

25 |mostly within that, that 230 range.

Alpha Transcription 678-646-5330
FOR OFFICAL USE ONLY



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

FOR OFFICAL USE ONLY

Audio transcription -- 48

Yes sir.

LIEUTENANT -: Plus 5 or minus 57

: It was nothing we're, we were —— yeah.

e
LIEUTENANT -: All right. Uh, you had mentioned
CPA. What was the vessels uh CPA set to? &@*
x

: Which vessel? Several vessel @é'

>
LIEUTENANT -: So your -- wh-what w&fv’the target?
<

: Um, I can't remember wgﬁo VM=VMS has

a, has a minimum and when that, when a &3@ um when that
minimum, when that CPA is uh is ler@b%h@ our minimum then
of course we would, we would ges‘h%ﬁﬁrm in VMS and that
alarm uh, that alarm tag it Q@adéébh possible collision

with target and then 1t’]§ﬂg @ uh like the target number.

&
It’s like the target Q@Iﬁb%@lS like whatever the numbers
R &

are hooked in uh ﬁfrﬁﬁ the uh the 73 repeater um then
that number wouﬁdﬁpear and say possible collision with
target and Q @ld say target number and it would have
the, thspnq§$§r afterwards. And, so then um in VMS uh
the§§5§éég on the uh, on the menu side of the screen there
‘@a,&éa tab that says uh Targets. So, if you click on that
tefhets tab um uh another box will populate. And then when
that bex populates then you can select uh Target of

Interest. When you select Target of Interest um, um

another box will populate on top of that and then it will

say uh —-- I forget what one of the tabs will say but it
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says On Chart. So, you select On Chart and then you go
over to whichever vessel that you want and you just click
on that vessel. The vessel that you c¢lick on it will the&
turn red, it’ll put like a parenthesis around it, é@o
turn red, and then their data comes up on the scréﬁ in all
of those boxes. And you see their CPA, you sa.a{@ eir

latitude and longitude and their uh course@ﬁg speed.
O

LIEUTENANT -: All right. Wag\}?xat alarm going
‘ | L O
off very frequently during this tran&&,@t?
&

B o it vent off's few times in there.

Yes sir. "% L
Qﬁ

LIEUTENANT - n uh was that quickly

resolved by the Bridge ﬁte,z@
Q
%%S&QQ?: it was, It’s uh the

Quartermaster o{@th%\ﬁatch because we uh we operate, so we
see the ala;@ﬁr@so we clear it.

LIE{L@K@- All right. So, uh, let me, let me

re- re@rd‘b&‘}lat. When I say resolved it’s not clearing the

alérm.;['v? s more is, was the vessel --

NS

‘
\0 LIEUTENANT -: -- given a course change to

> ¢ OH. Yés sir.

correct that?

_: Yes sir. Yes sir.

LIEUTENANT -: All right. Let me —--

CRAPTAIN -: Can I ask a followup?
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1 LIEUTENANT -: Yes please.

2 CAPTAIN -: So, when you get, two-part question.

3 |Do you recall what the CPA range setting was in VMS? Q

4 _: Um, no sir I do not. )0'
&

5 CAPTAIN -: Okay. &0

6 _: So, it, whatever the minimum Q??c:r VMS

7 |that’s like we don’t go in there and um adjus&ﬂt

8 CAPTAIN - Okay. Um, what is Y%Q’Q what is your

9 |procedure in response to a CPA alarm tl-@ g@h receive in

10 |[VMS as uh Quartermaster? CO 0%

11 _: Um, whenever x&@;gr it, uh we let them

12 |(know the possibility, possxbk@‘ c@ﬁlslon with target and

13 |then we —-— 32? QQ

14 CAPTAIN - ,& o@’% know?

15 _ mﬁff&@er of the Deck.

16 CAPTAIN ‘P’ Okay.

17 And then we just, me being with the,

18 |being 1&@,11:%% long as I have, then I normally just like

19 loo]g{ﬁp@& see or then I-I use that, that target feature to

20 @ a@xch vessel it's talking about and then I-I look at

2@§3§\g&vessel and I leok at our track to see okay, if we open

ZZ\C up and we come to port are the waters good over there or if

23 |we have to go starboard like what's the, how long can we

24 [stay on this course whenever we'’re uh, whenever we come
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1 |right. So, that, that's something that, that I normally
2 |do. And I teach my guys the same thing.
3 CAPTAIN -: Okay. Thank you.
QQ
4 LIEUTENANT -: When you silence that alarm, cﬁtes
5 |it re-alarm say like a minute later if that CPA ha '&t
6 |resolved itself or is it silenced for good? {\é’\
7 CAPTAIN - It’s not silenced. Uh\cgst\n it’11
8 |continue to go off as leng as that, that@essel is within
9 |the um, is less than the minimum req@e@&its for CEA.
10 LIEUTENANT -: So doesdﬂnategome up in, in like &
11 |certain timeframe? Like you 6& 6&? you click it,
12 |confirmed, and how much t:g@@‘ @\ses before it says beep,
13 |beep, beep it’s still c@?t ,&pgre"
14 -k ,gf'u@;vll it’1l continue. So like
15 |you can clear 1@&1@& then if that vessel is still there
16 [(it'll pop upQ‘m‘@aQ% and then it’ll pop up again. So, it'’s,
17 |it’s 002&’&@ Sc it‘s like you can’'t like, it’s, they
18 |den’ t‘b 1%@not a timed uh alarm thing.
19 '&0 LﬁUTENANT -: So do you have to sit there and
20\2‘\'31.15?2 held the button down or just keep pressing it and say
Q?Q\SOG it's gone?
QO
\gi _: You have to. You can’'t just hold it.
23 |You have to click it every single time, go in there and
24 |click the alarm every single time.
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O,

>
23

24

LIEUTENANT -: So is that what you’re doing? Are

you clicking it repeatedly to keep it from buzzing?

: No sir,
1 &
>
LIEUTENANT -: No? &c'}

B o click it and chen if, and tbei@ let

them know there’s a possible collision with targsgband by
that time, they’ve already identified it bec%ﬁ they have
it hooked in the 70 -- in the uh 73 re:epee&ﬂ:@:Q _So they are
monitoring that and then of course we I@\re@(es out there
looking to see what we can do as fe/m;s‘;avigatlng, as far
as coming left. And, then by tg§t~3%;z, so they, they,
with this, a transit like th@ @}y re always asking,
they’' re always asking saﬁn\c{db?ke hey, hey Q or hey wheels
can I, can I come staé‘bo%@ like in 5 degrees and then we
let them know llks@uh‘ﬁgz water’s safe over there sir, the
water’s safe ovbgtt ere ma’am. Uh, we can maintain course
220 for ab@ 5 nautical miles and then, and then, then
they quad‘§5§ okay I just want to hold this course for a

couQ§§ m@gutes just to open up CPA on this guy off to the

@Qrgusard bough.
P&

N O
2@§ LIEUTENANT -: Okay, so --

_: And then we just, of course we may come

off the track a little bit and you just give them a course

recommendation to get back on course.
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LIEUTENANT -: So that alarm in that VMS system
with the CPA is that -- I think somebody might have said it
was on the uh Bridge port forward or is that back in like

uh the Quartermaster room? ‘,&0

&

_: The alarm? The speaker for the arm?
,\

LIEUTENANT -: Well, well the, the b{@where you

have to go to to silence it or see what's qeﬁ%he screen.
_: Oh, that is in, that’ sbon the VMS
screen. It’ll show up everywhere. P&r{r’@’jvery VM -- if
you're at station control and thejﬁﬁa?§ comes up it’ll uh
you have to click on -- uh th ﬁl‘ségm is at the top. You
have te go click at the to&,‘b‘a@\then it"1ll bring up the,
the box on the screen J&%:K@szddle of the screen. And
then it’1ll show you@%%a{&what the alarm is and then you

just go in ther&%ng\?hck it to «<lose it.

CAPTAINW So the alarm, alarm is at your watch
DS
RS

station? QQ

Yes.

O
6{& é(I:EUTENANT -: And your watch station is the
%igbt house?

‘
= _: And the chart table is on the starboard

side of the, of the pilot house, um right behind the

4

Commanding Officer’s chair.

LIEUTENANT -: Okay.
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1 _: I'd say like about this will be the
2 |angle of my chart table and the pilot house is the exact
3 |angle of the Commanding Officer’s chair. Of course he, heQ
° O
4 |swivels and so we're watching. And my VMS screen would lig'
5 |right here and of course the screen has a, a swivel é@*it
x
6 |also.
Q
7 LIEUTENANT -: Okay. Yeah we'll pr\oﬁbly be on
8 |the vessel again another time. It just heﬁb me really get
9 |ready to fix that into my mind of what&@looklng for.
10 |So the watch is going on. We're a Qd:.ﬁé vessels here and
‘Q
11 |there. 1It's, I believe you sals‘btl;zs{\smtch ocut was about
12 |30 minutes before the end of@ha@tch so maybe 0130 or
G
13 |so. Did anyone come to @? % you of the watch?
o | -
15 LIEUTENANT N And who would that have been?
16 Um, QM3 - - is spelled -
-‘1&
4 55
18 @?’EQ}Q@NT -: Fantastic, So, QM3 was on the
19 Bn@%?@°
Q
20 b t Yes sir, he had just --
& s
zéb‘bbx\ UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Um, I'm sorry to interrupt, I um,
‘
23@ Admiral we need you to meet real quick.
23 REAR ADMIRAL -: Can you excuse me for a
24 |second sir? It's, we're about to put out a press release

Alpha Transcription 678-646-5330
FOR OFFICAL USE ONLY




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

FOR OFFICAL USE ONLY

Audio transcription -- 55

announcing you as the lead investigator. [background
crosstalk] Can you guys just hold for a sec?

[PAUSE IN RECORDING] >

LIEUTENANT -: Uh, so we've restarted the q&o
recording. It is now 10:44. Uh, and before we le§§§§ou had
mentioned that the next watch, the Quartermast{@of the
Watch, QM3 - had arrived on the Brldge\agﬁ%Do you have
an approximate time when that might have(baen7

&
_: It was like, rlgh@t@ybe 1:28, like

just a couple of minutes prior te@.kébl 30.

‘Q
LIEUTENANT -: All f.@k@ And, so what’s, what's

Q) .
your procedure when QM3 co@s@ on the Bridge?
xo

_: Wel]&bef\e?e he um, before he takes the
&

watch I always ask,&@m Q&v he’'s feeling. Like how you
feeling? "“Oh, Aigébésg'rlght @M1.” You get some rest?
Like, “yeah. ?bokgﬁ so while he’s doing that while he’s
talking ’@m&@gn this night and then I was taking my last
fix u @Q{ was closing out the position log. Um, and I
c¥§§e4§ut the log and just write Quartermaster of the Watch
%r@erly relieved by whoever the perseon is and then we sign
\gi And, while I was doing that part uh he was just like
looking up and he was standing up looking up and then he

asked me um -- am I jumping toco far ahead?

LIEUTENANT -: No, no please. It’s your time.
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stb

_: Uh, he asked me um, he was like, “hey

QM1 does this lcok kind of close to you?” and so I look
down at the log and I look up and so like it’s a bunch of
lights in the background so I locked at, I was trying to$§'
look at where he was locking and so I turn in that R§§
direction and I was like no. Cause I, I what I {@nly saw
was their uh port running light. And I was L%ﬁg no and
then I lecoked again and then I was like oh<§gah they do
look, they do look pretty close and um &1@%]11: was around
that time that um the uh Officer o)&/@le‘beck had told the
Conning QOfficer to um -- I-I-I l&ék 1q:;k1ng so I really
wasn’t um like I didn’t realk@' @\attentlon to what, what
she had told the Conning @?fa\cgr I heard the Conning

&

Officer give a, give ,521 {&r to the Helmsman —- excuse me,

S
I'm sorry, given %rp.o r to the Helmsman and of course
whenever theygfv order toc the Helmsman the Helmsman
has te do 1%Q?epeat back to make sure that they, that

they un@rs&%d correctly. And, um so the Helmsman gave
the%§, Q@Sﬁt back and then the uh the Officer of the Deck
@%g%‘épretty much um started giving more um rudder orders
@8 speed orders and then -- it was when I heard her uh
like um she sounded, she sounded kind of frantic um like
panic. And um, and she was like yelling the course and the
speed changes. Um, and like I looked and then I looked out

on the uh Bridgeway and it was like, it was happening like
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sc fast but at the same time it was like everything was
going in like slow motion if that makes sense. And um, so
we were standing at the, at our chart table and um the Helm
console uh where the Helm and Lee Helm on the Destroy&lb. ?s
in the middle of the pilot house. And, um, I saw @ce the
ship just kept. It like just got bigger and b§ er and so
where we were standing in the middle I was -=§’my first
instinct was teo back up toward the mlddg!b of the uh the
pilot house because I-I didn’'t know z&té%uld happen. Sco
uh CM3 -, I started like baelﬁnggélm up a little bit
like towards the middle of th ‘%l@ And then um gradually
did that =- it just =-- I lgg‘&’r@\l ike the scariest noise ever
like the, the impact. ? and uh, we uh the SP5-73
radar repeater they@%av{@xandles on either side of the uh
keyboard and um(@n &?&g side that’'s closest teo -- on the
port side trsfﬂj'@dle like I lost my balance and I had to
grab to&t@@fx prevent myself from falling. And, um I was
stlllQ%n ‘% ck. I was still in like total disbelief, like
urb{} .é% that point I didn’t, I didn't log anything in the
%og‘itlon log. I didn’t log anything in the deck log at, at
\%hat point in time um I was like of course trying to gather
myself and then just looking at everyone in the pilot house
to make sure that they were okay. Um, and I, I was scared.

I was like confused. Um, um, and uh I felt like it was my

fault at that point in time. I-I just felt that way. Uh,
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1 |it was, it was like a bunch of different noises, beeps,
2 |that I, I don't know where, well I like from different
3 |equipment uh the collision alarm. Just the, the order thentQ
4 |I heard those noises is like scrambled to me. I just k‘r\,\&
5 |I heard those different, those beeping noises on the 9&1dge
6 |and of course the collision alarm —-— I heard tha{&nd then
7 |um they uh the IVCS phone uh starts ringing. \ e
8 |Integrated Voyage Communication System ph&@ and uh it was
S |the, the Captain’s, his phone in front & éf% chair. And
10 |uh, that, that phone was ringing 5%@% panswered it. And,
11 |uh it was, it was the Captain. S@l% ﬁﬁ, he was his voice -
12 |- he sounded really, reallyqy‘?&@é He sounded, he was
13 |crying, and uh he was jus@,@s ng “help me, help me. I-I'm
14 |trapped in my room. ,b@ o{iom, I'm, I'm stuck I can’t get
15 (out.” And he sa:.%‘@:.k§°“please help, someone help me. Um
16 |what happened"'ipqow um like I tried to explain to him, but
17 |then I was @sl&!ﬁlke uh just -- he started asking questions
18 |and he s $§1ng he was taking on water in his room. And
19 |um, 8@' hg&rt just started racing and uh just hearing him
20 _@ce‘bﬁls voice like that. And uh, I started yelling for
Qz&‘sf;@gﬁn to slow down the ship, uh because he said he was
22@ taking on water and so going that fast we were going to
23 |bring the water on. So, I started yelling like “slow the
24 |ship down, slow the ship down!” Cause we had, we, they
25 |sped up to uh we were doing 20 knots on our, on our
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transit. Um and then prior, when the collision happened uh
they, the 0OOD was yelling like offlink (phonetic 01:27:22)
so they like pretty much jammed the ship. You know all of
the throttles up, and we were doing - knots. S&@;?gu
know . knots and of course when we just took a hig@&n that
manner of course we started taking on water al? x@ge ship is
going to list. So, going that fast and of \cﬁrse we're
going to list even more so uh I just staQtQ:d yelling “slow
the ship down!” The Captain was, &s@&llmg me like
“slow the ship down” so he was y&ﬁr&&lt to me and I was
velling it to them. “Slow ths‘%%ﬁgownf” He was like,
"please help.” And, um by @a%\xllke by that time it was
like uh a bunch of oth@;lgc%le just started running up to
the pilot house to@%oggt, what happened. Um, there was
a uh, the Chlef,eéat\%ame um there, the GMC over me he came
up there and& Q,‘s?\anded him the phone. I was like, you
talk to @Staln He's stuck in his room. I’'m going to
get I')&, Qﬁ)d, so I don't know what he did, but he ended up

.e Q
ofcﬁ tb@ phone and when I got down there to where the

%agizaln s uh stable was, where, where his uh cabin was um

\ge was right behind me. When I got down there I saw uh my

Navigater. Um, his state room is right, right beside the
Captain’s state room. He and the Combat Systems Officer
they share state rooms. The um the bulkhead was like I'm

going to say this is the, the, not the bulkhead. I'm
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sorry, the overhead on in their state room had been like
pushed in on the top rack where the Navigator was uh a-
asleep. There was a bunch of like papers and like >
everything on the floor. I saw the uh Combat Systems 599
Officer. He was laying on the deck and he had like,ﬁgé was
like blood all over his face, all over his heat:.l.a 2 was
just laying on the deck. I looked to the le ug?whlch is up
forward of their room on the starboard 51d€> nd there’s
the, the Commanding Officer’s cabin. H§k,€§br was closed
and it looked like a waterfall wasc§§ﬁléé his room because
there was water coming over theéﬁbgég} the uh of the door.
And, of course just on the @t coming underneath the

&
door on the deck. m, wn§h 1§Sew that I just tried to kick

‘b
it. I kicked the dqub he door it did not move. So, I

&0
ran to the pllotlaeuséQSnd we had a sledgehammer up there
for emergency qﬁbqs;%ructlon So, we took that and we ran

back down r éShd um GMC [phonetic] he was the
R

first a t@ he started hitting the little cipher. Want
me E§,SQ§S
,@ %%EUTENANT -: Just double -- nah just
Qqublechecking the recording.

_: Okay. Um, he wanted me to um -- he
started hitting the cypher lock in the handle to break it
off so that we could get inside, and then um he took a few

hits at it. He got tired and he passed the sledgehammer to
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me. Um, I knocked the handle and the lock off, and uh the
door like moved maybe like an inch if that. Um, and there
was some others -- there was the Senior Chief and another
chief. They had came up there and so they started heléggg.
They were hitting the deor. Uh, I like to work ouﬁsg lot,
um me and my other guys and so we have a 35-—po£ x1.11'1.
kettlebell in the chart room. Uh, I rememb$§%d we had it
up there so I ran in the chart room, graﬁbed the kettlebell
and ran back down to um his uh, his \‘céﬂin Uh, they
were still trying to get the dcca@peﬁbm_th the
sledgehammer. Um, I told the f’g&ﬁzzey were still hitting
the uh the handle side and@'\‘o@ told them I was like we
got to get it off the Q§£§g§°'I was like we gotta hit the
hinge side and uh @QQQECI using the hinge on the uh the

&Q
sledgehammer onvwﬁe\ﬁ?nge side but it wasn't really doing

anything. %gﬁk Q@II guess I just got like a super

adrenall@ t&iﬁ and I took the kettlebell and just knocked

Q
the T the hinge at the top and uh got the dcor,
.o Q
kq@ the door down, like pushed it down some and all

%&@& the door came down like all we saw was the sky. And
&

Ql\\uh we just heard the water and we were yelling for the

N
&
23

24

25

Captain and we heard his veice. And um like all the
furniture that was inside his, the office part of his uh
cabin, of course when the ship hit it slid forward on the

door. And, the weight of the water like that was what was
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1 |preventing us from getting in there. And, then um, the
2 |computer screen and the TV that he had mounted on the
3 |bulkhead of course that fell and it was preventing us like
4 |from getting inside to like get over him tec rescue him. §
5 |So, we started taking uh the items off the desk and g@&just
6 |ran into the ward room and just threw them on th &é'able in
7 |the ward room the cabinets, TV, and there wereb‘gome other
8 |items. I, I don’t even know what they weré%t was just
9 |like scrap metal and like wood and stu@ é{h were just
10 throwing it on the table in the wa@%oﬁ% Um, it was a
11 |lot of people there and they we&@' trqg;.?-ng to help and they
12 |were going in to get the Cap@%@!&t that point when I saw
13 |that I didn’t want to 11!@4};@? be in the way. I, I was
14 |just in the mode whex;s%& :‘&t wanted to make sure that
15 |everything and ev%@on‘svwas all right. So, then I ran back
16 |up to the pllOtb%%é% Um, and I got up there, um and saw
17 |what was i@ibaﬁ and we were -- of course we were
18 complet y @ack at the time. Um, when I say black like
19 pow%& a@ uh VMS. Of course VMS was just completely just
20 ,@: %%m, it was completely out. We were just like uh DIW
2é§‘zv§°that time. And, um, we still had the uh the 21-C boxes
Q}_‘;\C where we could keep Comms with uh CIC and uh CCS. And um
23 | they were reporting flooding in all the different
24 |compartments. Um, [sigh] just different people in the, in
25 |the pilot house like walking around just like asking was
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everyone okay, asking what happened, and um that was that.
And, um I remember our assistant uh operations cfficer he
was there with one of the uh ITs and um they had the
satellite phone and uh they were, I don’‘t know who ti@ﬁ?g
were trying to call. I don't know if they were tggsgg to
call Port Ops or 7th Fleet or who. I know the é§ere making
attempts with the satellite phones to get 1&$%ontact with
the personnel and um all of this was l;gﬁf%etween 0130 and
about 1:50. It was like the, the scaﬁ§és§ﬂmoments of my
life right there. Um, and I, I egm\i*énow it just wasn't,
it wasn't about me anymore ltéﬂ§§° Est focused on the ship
and everybody else on the Qﬁia?é’Uh I guess I had no
regard for myself at tn§% 59 nt in time. I think it was
cause I-I felt llkacé% Q§§, it was my fault that I didn’t

O
um, that I dldnwg~p£§$ide Lookout. Um, and I don't know.

LIEUTEN@&- And, so I, I want to make a quick

point heﬁg»tkgg'lt’s certainly not your fault. And, and

pleas SDAQ% think that way at all.
R

X
'ﬁ& h: It was just me being like one of the
A

Q
%w@& senior persons up there you know, as long as I‘ve been

¢§
Nn it, I just uh, so.

LIEUTENANT -: Um, uh a guick intake on our
investigation methodology is that um there’s many things
that could stop a casualty and all it takes is one thing to

stop that casualty. And what happens in these times is
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that all of these defenses, all of these things that are
meant to stop that simply line up in such a way that it
gets through. And, so it’s not anything that you did.
It’s not anything that any one person on that vessel or ﬁgé
other vessel did that night. And, so we, we again xg§5d1d
your job. You're keeping us on, on course, and {%b
appreciate that and, and all your efforts 1n,\' you know
saving the Captain, saving the ship, and k@%lng everyone
on course. 5o, please don’'t think of r&sé‘b- any of this
as your fault, Co 0%

Um, if I could have uh jusﬁ;@ ﬁq;§quest1ons and I'11,
I'1ll hand it over to my ass:.@ﬁr@here for some more uh
technical questions on ti‘@* ve\e?els navigation capabilities.
Um, do you recall du%ﬁj {&wlng your changeover with uh
QM3 um did you he%w an}? any of the alarms indicating that
the vessel was a@pg{@%chlng Was there a --

Uh, I don't remember. I don’'t remember

them uhQ ?h&% there being any alarms. Um, if they, if
they&\wn@g if the vessel isn’t we don’t have it uh selected
%§§l%§ the SPS-73 repeater then it won'’t show up inside
gﬁ@ and then if, if not’s not, not selected in that SPS-73
then of course we won’t, we won't get an alarm on it at
all. So, those, these two are like um the 73 and VMS --
the 73 is uh the, the primary navigation radar but if the

contacts in there aren't selected it won’t show. I call
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them like distant cousins. That’s what I call them.
That’s how I uh phrase it to my, to my guys so that they
remember. I just tell them they're like distant cousins.
LIEUTENANT -: So that VMS is pulling data f;@g
the 73. Who is selecting the targets on that radassﬁo feed
into the VMS. Uh, it would be all of the opeﬁséhrs and
those operators are the Qfficer of the Dech<§%d the Junior
Officer of the Deck when they’re on watcﬁfb Cause they're,
they’re providing that picture =-- or &e& looking at the
Surface picture for, for our tra65§%nég?or CPA with Combat.
And, then uh, in Combat they Eéﬁ%lﬁ~%olster of other watch
standards down there also Qﬁ'q£$%erent watch stations.

%\0

LIEUTENANT @SQ§°1t could be either side the,

the Bridge side of% JOOD, as well the folks in the

gg

CIC: xﬂ‘

‘Q \Qa
~°Yes, Combat Information Center. Um,

>

but, welk‘&?abqfarify um the, the on the pilect house the
only ggrs& there that inputs the data or that selects the
Qb the selected ships are the Officer of the Deck and

Q«z“

hsﬁuh Junior Officer of the Deck.

‘
\° LIEUTENANT -: Understood.

MR. _: Let me jump in for me to be

clear. 00D, J0OD, select targets for the 73 that feeds
over to the VMS.

: Yes sir.
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MR. _: VMS has a CPA set. Those select

targeted vessels come within that CPA, you get an alarm.

>
MR. _: CIC monitors the 73 because ‘?3‘.5}\5
&

a repeater. O
[ ———" d
_. They have um, they do, they *ﬁ%’ve their

Surface, they have their Surface watch sta@ng which is

normally like uh there’s a Senior Watc &t er down there,
like a chief, semi-chief or some ot@ie@% some of our
Senior Officers stand that also ‘bG‘Ll.%E' uh, there’'s a
lieutenant, a couple of lleug\é}ige's that stand that watch
and uh chiefs and senior @%”16@ they stand it. Um, then we
have the uh, uh 0S5, %@Q{Qi&t s not really a radar, it’'s
just an Optical Su#acg earch. It’s pretty much like a
camera and theybéau%‘b um like an FC or a GM that’s standing
that watch @?&@QCIC and if they have a contact that, that
um that QSpQ‘ahen they would, they would come over on the
Net Qﬁ{zﬁey would say "“hey course this, pan over to
t@?g@% uh 090, and uh what do you have?” And then they
@Qld just scan over and then they would try to zoom and
zoom out to see if they could see any lights or um or any -
- like anything of that, that sort um with that. The pilot

house is the main, the main uh user for the 73.
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N

MR. _: So, if CIC has a target of

interest are they to nctify that 00D who can target it
where it would meet the alarm on the VMS or can they tar%t

it from CIC? &‘

,&

-: Um, they can, they can do so. g@ey can

uh give like a track number uh from what they {&e down
there and then they can provide. They do t&q@b&rds on it.
If it, like it is in the hook then they&ﬁ?-: I don't, I
can’t really say how they go about ul’@\.:e%&:tlng their
contacts down in the CIC but I k&& %ﬁcourse being on the
bridge all the time I hear t @qg@ they make their
reports. They say uh Brl%g? @%ombat based on Moboard
solution from target, s@aq&@%r the target number is, and
they would give allc%f {% uh CPA data that is, that is
needed for tha%%n&}%t uh criteria. And, in addition to
that, uh wh%ﬁtl‘(&@ re making that, that contact report with
all of t]@k 5&? with all of that information then the
Offl q?Athe Deck or the Junior Officer of the Deck

.Q Q
tl&y 1@ verifying that either by their MoBoard that they
%loge with all their data or they’re either actually loocking
\g?:. the actual track number inside the uh the 73 repeater
and it will actually show like all of that data that they
uh, that combat is reperting. Sc, as they read the time,

the bearing, the range, uh the course, and all of that they

can look at it in 73 and look at all of that stuff and they
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can say hey Bridge concurs and they will just let them know
that. Um, and they were doing that um before with one

contact when we saw it. Uh, it was like we were, it was a

)
very active watch, a very active watch, and um we were &0

opening, opening CPA for a lot of ships, a lot of shiﬁg.

x

Um, and like that one for the size of the vesse.‘l&@ in my

-
words like it came out of nowhere. Um, it cagﬁ?out, T=T=F

didn’t see it until it was pretty much uh'€g> ;ate.

LIEUTENANT -: When you did @Qﬂk vessel and,

and you had the visual contact on t§§ﬁo*§ou recall what

% \?
2
lights yocu may have seen: b &

B - @gg@x saw sir was the port,

\o
the port running light ang tlle% their masthead light.

&
4 d then for the time when uh QM3
&

pointed the vesse%“oout&?o you to the time of the collision

LIEUTENANT

would you have&r@gh estimate of how long that took?
Maybe zbout, it was like less than a
mlnute,Q@ay@ It was like, it was around that time. Uh,
Q
it
"Sé ‘&
Q

was less than a minute.
&7 _&IEUTENANT
X »

- I think I'11 hand it over to Mr.
s/

- as I look over my notes here.

MR. —: You’ve uh transited this area

before right?
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MR. —: Okay. In understanding that it

is busy going through there, as far as ship-to-ship contact
I mean you said when it comes within the CPA you guys Y
suggest your route for that. So, you're not getting t5$9
alarm, Now are you guys, do you get bridge—to-brid@% from
the vessels possibly saying you know ship to rr%g%tarboard
you know trying to figure out what, what tl\evi’r intent is.
Is there a lot of radio contact back andQ§%rth on these

Q
transits. 0\\ é‘b

‘Q‘b
MR. _: S50, &1@& night of the incident,

how much radar -- bridge- tQ9bg§§ge communications were you
xo
-- I know it’s not whaqﬁyoq§$ere doing but were you hearing

any bridge-to- br:\.dgsb %&se I assume you have AIS up
&
forward. So 1{@yod¢ﬁave a contact you know the vessels

name, so. X
wo P

“: Yes sir. Um, I can’t recall sir. Um, -
Q

. 3
q}\

'&" C@?TAIN - o, so had, had the 00D or JOOD

‘\prgvlously communicated on bridge-to-bridge during your

\watch with other ships?

_: Honestly I, that one I do not remember,

sir., I'm sorry.

MR. _: All right. Um, I'm trying to

get. So 00D, JOOD mark targets. The VMS tracks those CPAs
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to make sure they don’'t come within a certain parameter,
you get an alarm. If they do you adjust your route and you

said plus or minus 5 to move uh port or starboard. Um,

Q
2O
guick question. Um, AIS. Now, I assume your vessel has;i,o
the -- you click on everybody can see you, click off‘\@u're
,\
not sending out data. i\zé

Right %%\
: i i
R o
MR. _: QOkay. Um, do ygab?c&cw were you
Q
sending data or not sending data? (e\\‘bé‘b
X
B e S
Q
ow. [ ooy Vhgsieuid sctually be the
D QY

. ) & Q)
to fl th tch
person to ip e switc o%@b@

NO
_: I don’ %k)s& that information. I-I -- T

S P |
know we have like the,emq.[tgﬂ%, the small uh like the I guess
e &
it would be a rep% ea\gn AIS repeater and it just, it

Q
shows like -- Izﬁe {Spwhat we use as uh like in our

:  Okay.
RN it uh, it's AIS, so my, my
Q
@egsence with it is it’s little.
M

Right.

_: Um, I know how to uh go in and do the

functions where I can find our latitude and longitude on

it. Um, that’s as far as my experience uh utilizing AIS

goes.
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_: As far as like who starts it, who um

actually like turns it on, I don’t know which watch stander

or where, where they turn it on. "&o

&

o [ oo o ve wer%@éying
\

the VMS was actively tracking particular vesse géthat the

°Y
00D .and JOOD selected. \‘bf’%

MR. _: How many v@e@ were you guys

tracking at that time? Qo

Qa
S
_: It's -- we ﬂﬂ@ub every vessel that
QJ

X
they have selected 1nsa.de Q&esﬁﬁ everyone that’s selected

on there, it’1ll show u%@.n&mﬁs So, every single one, so

it, it was dozens qééf:hg@ that was uh that was on 73 that
Qa
was showing up {@51%‘5“%’18 So it looked like, like I said

it looked li a@‘&'s on, on the uh track.

_ So, there was more than a dozen

vesse&{s A.‘.vely tracked on the VMS,

g

Okay. And what range was your

\%adar set up on?

_: I-I don’t know sir. Which one the 73 or

the 67?2 The 67, uh SP5-67 that’s the uh Surface search

radar.

Alpha Transcription £78-646-5330

FOR OFFICAL USE ONLY



FOR OFFICAL USE ONLY

Audio transcription -_ 72

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

A

22\C

5§$$Esxg then it was dark in the pilot house and like I said

23

24

25

: So that one they, they track all of the

Surface contacts with the, with the uh 67.

MR. :  Okay.

&
: And uh the actual parameters that thé;}
had it set to um I can’t tell you. R@
N\
MR.

Ckay. And what about {’ 732

Um, I couldn't tell you the§§e1ther sir,

MR. all right. All ﬂght So, uh

one thing we're sort of struggling w1th§&s§¥hat accurate
amount of people that were actualltjé% ﬁgb Bridge. Um, who
was on the Bridge when you wheneychﬁggﬁmed the watch up
until um QM3 came to relleveQ@buigﬁdlng that one additional

%‘o
body? Q
ody é, &0

-‘

Lieutenant J. G.

é%h§§bff1cer of the Deck was

R iy — S —

And the uh @m&? Officer of the Deck is Lieutenant -

S The: Boatswain Mate was BMi - Um, and

Q
thex§§hm€$ﬁh, they have a bunch of new, new um Seamen that
Q

Qﬁéyébad in the section. I don't know all of their names

‘

they’ re new so it’s not like they, they have been there for

a while and I can distinguish their voices. But yeah there

were new people. I know um BMSN — she

was up there. Um, and I cannot remember who else was, was
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1 |um in the pilot house. If they, if they were any personnel
2 |after that, those were the people that I actually know. I

3 | know - voice. Um, of course I know BM1l, um, and ug

4 |all of the uh the officer, watch standers that were up x

@

5 |[there. Um, if they had like a UI or anyone up thef@, I'm
6 |not sure who that person was or if they were gzé'here at

7 |all because it was, it was dark and then u Qf’was at, at my

8 |table. \5°

9 CN 00 [ERSEECELL &é‘}
10 LCDR -: And you saleﬁ{BQas up for relief?

o | e

%\0

13 MR. -Q’ %@ right. Our understanding,
>

14 |there's a fair amoq&% 00 olks there. Now did you find

&
\fi&ctxng for you? Did you notice if it
16 |was any waygfst@ctlng for 00D, Conn, or JOOD?

17 —: No sir. Um, like I said it was, it was

18 |a ver v‘@r busy, busy watch. We finished, we put the

‘Q
Cam&‘h%ﬁo relieve you?

15 |that in any wa\j,ar~°

19 Rl-b’@ J{’b the water. We recovered the RHIB and, and
20,@%v%§:yth1ng so it, I didn’t see that to be distracting at
\all, the personnel, um. Turnover did have extra perscnnel
come up on the Bridge at that time of night. That’'s like,
23 |like a normal thing, so it was like, it was just like any
24 |other night.

25 MR. : All right.
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LCDR -: Do you have any insight as to why 5
nautical miles was selected for modified nav detail versus
your previous experience of 127

_: No sir, I have no reason. Well, I couﬁﬁi
assume it’s because a lot of the, in this area all oﬁ@fhose
tiny islands that you may come in contact with tg@e s you
would always be modifying navigation detail i&;?if that, if
that were the case if the parameters were @?ferent But
um. \\‘z‘

LCDR -: I can apprecl Qtﬁbt From the ATG
visit you said you had ATG watc%;htaq?érs onboard. Were
they, were they there for na@@&n purposes? Do you know

\0
what the purpose of the:.réirl%n? was for?

—: 0%@% {&ey had uh, we had two I guess
O

divisions from uh P@G ﬁﬁat I, I k¥know of. Uh, I know one,
some of the 1n5§ec{@?~?s they were there for the uh
hellccpter,& lgm?opter operations to monitor that for the,
to get :Lg!ﬁdeck certification. And then the other one

.\e Q
was &Eh: the engineers for um doing all the main space
3&33? uh EOC. And that's, those were those two, those two
j@&ns um from uh ATG were onboard for.

CAPTAIN - For the record, EOC is an engineering

certification event.

LCDR -: And, so uh ==
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UNKNOWN SPEAKER: 1I'm so sorry um Admiral they’re here

to talk to you again about the press conference. I'm

SOrry.
>
REAR ADMIRAL -: Y’all can go on withoutqMe.
,50
Go on. G\Q
N\
LIEUTENANT - Please continue. (\\é

LCDR -: Uh, so digging a lltt]&%?urther into

ATG. So, did you have an ATG visit in J@ uary timeframe

for workups? 0\\0 é‘b’

S
. s &
C &
LCDR -: And how 8&? t;.‘k}at visit go?
_: We were{@waﬁd been with uh ATG pretty

much like from the tlm%& l{eﬁ came onboard up until January
Q

we were over there Um, the ATG wvisit went, it went
c@
fine. Uh, we g@} ouﬁ&certification. They approved us. Of

course we hacbﬁ%‘%gt was, it was certainly a few things
that we mﬁt&gd to um to take care of and to do just
dlffegengs}*domg it differently here um like just
mcsét%é’?ng um, monitoring um for like uh what was in the
sst@ftes it’s uh we had to do the Local Notice to Mariners.
\?zu're the Coast Guard, you know what I'm talking about,
S0,

MR. _: [laughter]I’'ve never heard of

that. [laughter].
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_: So, the Local Notice te Mariners out

isn’t out here. We have to go on the website for uh

_ just to, to monitor that site, so I >

didn't, I was unfamiliar with that and so just coming he@

and so uh CNTT just showed me that, just how to monii@r all

x
Q
LCDR -: So the point of ATG is %%%to brush

you up and get ya -- QQ

&
. O
LCDR -: -- s0 you're tio &ralght line. So
‘Q

nothing outstanding from that v&@?ﬁ: &S per the Navigation
& Q
Division? D S\

of that stuff there, so.

’0
LCDR - ,8@% x&l talk to me a little bit about
N

underway preps, u&@mﬁlnvolvement as to what you -- you
had mentioned lzﬁat?\&%en you uh when you come in, uh when
you came :ukqbnbE?lday that you had uh some underway preps

you wer %o ‘g copies of the Nav Brief and things of that
ge g

Q
@{_: Oh, it, the um, it was like our underway
o

ngbs like we always have everything it‘s done. And, uh I
being here um I just like to print the Navigation Brief out
like pretty much like the day before and just have it ready
so like the next day we’re just ready to go. But, um I

learned my lesson with that as underway times can shift um
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yvou knecw. And, and so stuff like you don’t want to hand to
CO or XO0. 1It's brief. On the screen it’s one thing but
their copy is something different. 8Sec, I learned my lesson
with that. So, uh just printing, printing that out tné?
morning and then just uh our normal routine becausg§&e re
going to have everyone on the Bridge. So, juﬁﬁéthe Bridge
clean, just police the Bridge for any extrqaﬁéash or
whatnot, shine the brass. Um, check theéﬁ}ldge wings and
check all of our circuits and make s@?eQéﬁat all the
repeaters are updated, just, Jus&ffhaﬁband clean the head

~§
in the, in the pilot house. éﬂ?’ X

LCDR -: Sure ,Q‘b&ii&rylng to get a little more

xc
into equipment respons§§al*§?65 as to what may be your

responsibility or gsﬁ% Q@'else s responsibility. So, who

sets up the raq%§§ o uh --

*spThe radars, so that is uh the ETs.

+ ETs?

:+ They, they, they, it’s, it’s their

= ﬁipm@ﬂt They do all of the maintenance on that. Um, we

kuﬁgjust uh -- the equipment is just in, in, in my space.

Bm, so yeah the, the ETs they own the uh radars. You have
operation specialist. They come and uh they have a
maintenance check that they do on the uh on SPA-25G. Unm,
and then there’s some a few things that they have to check.

Uh, I don't really know what all that, what that um
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maintenance check entails and what it consists of but I
know they always. That’s cone of their pre-underways that
they, that they do. Um, and that’s mainly it. As far as
my equipment that we normally use. We use the, the of $§9
course the pelorus stands, the um, the uh gyro repeau@és

We don’'t work on them but of course we do the gy{%ﬁrrow to
ensure that everything is good to go that we q§% bring in
some accurate fixes. Um, just doing a théﬁbover and over
uh VMS and make sure everything is gooc&\o@b All our
plans had gotten approved by the Cigfﬁlﬁéand XC at the time

‘Q
and so it was just =-- Sb% v

LCDR -: And onci@r@s, once radars are up

and running do the uh do @? 6‘?’5 conduct uh range error?

c}
_: Fqsz, - the 08’'s because they use the

SPA=-25G. Wheneve;&fmmﬁever we get underway they um, they
g
conduct radar, ‘fa 5? the radar range and um range and
. N
bearing erw&bg@n we first get underway.

LCDg : And then um. How about your

equlsﬁher;&. so VMS comes to mind, so is there a certain

s@r&g% procedure for VMS coming from an import pericd? I

2%83 ;@&ld imagine VMS would be taken down during the import

period and then brought back up.

LCDR -: Is there a series of checks that need

to be done to the VMS?
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-

_: Um, it’s uh, what they call a -~ they

call it, it’s a de a defrag. They, they defrag it and then
uh bring it back up. The defrag, it’s, it doesn’t take
long and then we just back up, back up all of the uh tl@ﬁ??'
call it delogs. Um that’s what VMS calls it. It:}ééretty
much like a uh, it pretty much records all of {@xdata

that, that VMS has been processing over the\ﬁst time that

you’ve uh downloaded those logs. 600
i
L.CDR -: And how about c \%ﬁ:dates and
‘ Q‘b
corrections? C/Q

‘Q .
—: Um the chaa&t@ates we, like that

wasn‘t something that we d@ @ hours prior to us getting

underway, it was done ]g& d%ys before.

LCDR Q%k@ and then um any other equipment
that you checke%‘ﬁs %Qmatter of course with your underway
preps that yqﬁm@d be responsible for?

No sir.

: The Depth Sounder belengs to?

The Sonar Tech.

QLCDR -: The Sonar Tech. All right um --

_: Like I said we have a lot of equipment

in our space -- oh excuse me —-- our, our space. It’s kind

o’&

of like not really our space cause everyone has equipment

up there, the 08's, the ET’s, the IC-men, DC men, uh so
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it's like uh, it’s equipment owned by a bunch of different

uh, a bunch of different people.

LCDR -: Okay. Uh for Flight Operations when

we were talking about the dimming. ‘b’,&\
Y i &
t es sir.
] &
LCDR -: Uh dimming sometimes also tg&ﬁs place
N
during Night Vision Goggle Operations? \‘ga%
O
Yes sir. QQ

LCDR

You have separate &Q'g@hng for that?
Right. CQ
>

¢ Um == > ‘Qﬁ

[y sl

Do @«l if, if Helicopter
IS

Operations that evem% Q&ncluded Night Vision Goggle

LCDR

LCDR

Ops? Q
ps Q \e}
Qdo not.

\

LCDR Um, have you ever found when VMS is

taken dg@g Qﬁan import period and bringing it back up that

Q
a lo’q\\of@'le default settings get changed?
Q
:&b
Rk\% call a load in VMS and it is uh pre =-- you can uh --

Um, we have a uh =-- we have a uh what

I’m drawing a blank. There’'s an appendix inside the uh --
oh man I'm trying to remember. Inside the navigation, the

-, and it tells you all of the, everything -- when

you go to features in VMS it tells you everything that you
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should have selected and uh unselected inside VMS for a uh
restricted transit. 50 we go in there and we follow that
to a T and we turn everything on that’s supposed to be on
and everything that’s off it’s ocff. And then you can ﬁghe
that, name that load that way ycu remember wheneveﬁ$§ou
have sea and anchor detail you can just go in i§§re, go in
features, you click on load set, and then q&ﬁ%ll of the
sets that you have created um to locad th@loc;:hey will
populate. And then for the one that &ue&nt, you just
select that one and then itf11, tﬁfﬁl*ﬁbpulate all of those
&

features um on the screen forg%u-

IR
XA . .
LCDR -: Is thaf fied before getting
) \

underway? ¢§}06°

_ iﬁ And we have it on our, on our
pre-underway, o%m geﬁlng underway from port checklist.
That’s on thefe,(cg the uh, whoever’s running the checklist
at the tqgé %§$Ehe JOOD that’s running the checklist at the
time §$§ they always come over and they’ll verify that

w ﬁﬁ‘a@on, on ours we call it uh -- ch man -- I'm drawing

§ %‘bank. Uh restricted um on ours and so we just make sure

&

-é% select it and I ¢go to it, pull it up, and I show them

that it’s selected on there that way they can have the warm
and fuzzy if you will and then um check it off on the uh,

on the, on the checklist.
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LIEUTENANT -: Okay. What settings to you use if
you’'re not on a restricted uh --

-: Um, it all depends. Like sometimes I-I o
keep on, on the restricted because that way you can see. Qﬁ
like keeping everything on there and I even turn on s@§
additional things that way I can see the names oiéphe, he
areas. Um, cause I'm new, new to this area, Qﬁ?%hat I can
see okay and I could utilize this area as dS?eference okay
if I hear someone say this then I knowréhe{gbthls is
located. So, it’s, it’s uh nothlnﬁjfhaﬁéteally says in
- that we have to utilize Lib.'l Xﬁé‘umber of features
whenever we’re operating opeQ$08§ah It's just mainly set
for restricted, restrict é%zsﬁélt

Q»

MR. ‘&e more question. Um, sorry, um

on the VMS you get@%laﬁﬁ% for vessels that are targets when
N

they come w1thl§% 59CPA Can you see other vessels that

are not tanS%%gﬁbn the VMS?

Yes. That’s why I said you can see like
eve&gﬁhgﬁ& on there, like all, all of the vessels that that
Qﬁby é%ve, haven’t selected. Like you can see all of them,
Qa? if you want to find out the specifics on a certain
vessel that's when you go into the, the Targets feature.
Um, select Target of Interest and you select On Chart and
then point to the actual vessel that you want and you click

on that vessel and then all of there =-- excuse me =-- all of
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their uh information, CPA informaticon it populates on the
screen, on the menu side of the screen for you.

LCDR -: Uh, so on the, on the midwatch which
you were on at midnight there’s a series of events thak
take place as with any changing of the day onboardsShips

routine. Could you uh, could you go through wyr}{;{ajfi‘:vthose

2 &P
procedures are? &

_: Um, well we, as Quar{ejmasters we have
Q°

the midnight entry. Um, what I llkEéﬁb ,Qp is I like to

&

prep mine like as soon as I c:ome/cm b&&tch -— I write assume
N/
"
the watch underway as befcre,é's«team?.ng independently. I

put on the course of and g)ggn\ci, leave it blank so that way
I know what I have theﬁé;éqﬁocourse, at a speed of -- 1

TS

leave that blank andytl'@n I put in position and I leave a
" «Q
little space t!-%@- way?I can write the latitude and
pud AR

longitude u%qﬁiggﬁthere and I put a period and I put uh,
N

A O
uh materj&ef\%g?dition and _ set throughout the
51'11;:1,Q _ is uh set throughout the ship with the

e@ept\}mn of navigation lights, which are bright and uh

f%n%_ﬁ‘glzed. Um, then I put the uh Combat system status, the
{

Combat system status, uh the Combat system status is as
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System Status I put the uh, the engineer and plotting @5

status.

and then um we go

in the chart

gxg then when we do our evals also we can get like exact
amounts on the miles traveled. And, uh that and then um

that’s mainly it for my behalf on what we do at midnight.

LCDR -: Any special procedures that the Helm

25

does?
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: Um, no sir. Are you thinking about like

2 |switching over to --7

N

3 LCDR

| : Uh, no sir. g&
&
5 None of that takes place? &0{
6 No sir. 6
9'\\
7 L.CDR : All the Conn will be mﬁ’aorkmg order
QQ

8 |at the time. 8

Y
9

Yes sir. That’s \Elijnng on my last

10 |ship we done that, we did that e Qf}y ﬁzght cn, uh on the

12 [versa but uh we didn’t do @arQ board.

%
13 LCDR -: o °

\\
14 _ dldn’t do that on June 17th

15 th Q
either.
‘Q

\@
16 LCDR “ I believe it was indicated in the CO's

17 |night or@sb at it was not uh to be conducted that

Right.

Uh, one of the reasons why I was

&?\i\gsking the background on that was there is a uh entry in
\QZ the smooth log at midnight saying Unit (s)plural units 00C
23 |and the only thing that I can think of at midnight as 00C

25 |have you. Does that mean anything to you or no? It’s in
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1 |the 00D uh -- let me be specific. Not the smooth log but
2 |the 00D pass down log.
3 _: Ch, I, I, I don"t know what they meant

>
4 |by that. g
5 LCDR -: I just didn’t know if it was thg@*
6 |terminclogy whether it was you Unit you know § —— aM: could
7 |be starboard or it could be plural or um just ﬁylng to
8 |drive into anything. No worries or proble@onot knowing
3 |what that is. \\Gb
6
10 B oo i S %
11 LCDR -: Um, at anyépmln‘g?n time on your watch
Q
12 |was the Commanding Cffice, t &@utlve Officer,
LR\
13 |Operations Officer any s@?laéoguest present on your watch?
’&
Q
14 _: U%@%hg&omandlng officer and the
¢ &
15 |Executive Officex Qﬁey@ere there at the beginning when we
16 |were doing the‘ﬁ %&t Operations. Um, and then after that
17 |um both of @G?arxz?hey went down.
18 LCD@ : Did they go below at the conclusion of
19 Esc:,:-m:,{(s‘psgo
Q Qa
F &

21 QQ MR. _: One more (inaudible - 02:16:22).

N
2 C I just want tc be clear. Um, your relief came up, -
23 |He said that vessel’s awful close. Now did he notice the
24 |vessel before the 0CD?
25 ¢ I == 1 do not know.
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MR. Okay.

I do not know.

MR. Cause I remember you saying he

asked ycou abecut it, you looked, she started getting ‘i&\

frantic. So, just, just trying to be clear. G\Q

: I don't, like I, I wasn't pz@ng like
paying attention tc like what, what they, whﬁ they were

doing. And then it’'s like, it’s dark on\“ﬁle Bridge.

@

MR. Okay. \\

¢t And I'm at tht&%bﬁ%and I'm angled this

x\
way. ‘b'% ﬁ&

_: And,é@o é rn, I had my back turned to

> ‘b
everyone. Q»Q §§°

Q
ﬂ: N

.3Angled like this, and then I had my VMS

MR.

screen l';\%g" szgnd, so you know sometimes I bend down and
I'm w&gglmﬂand of course it's dark. I can’t really see
wr@\wae:-gs past me and goes on the Bridgeway or whatnot.
le!bsgo I-I wasn't sure if she had went to, to the Bridgeway
\gnd was looking at the vessel beforehand or I, I really
don’ t know.

MR. _: So, what was your first

indication that there was an issue?
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i _: Um, it was, I was, I was closing out in
2 |my legs and uh QM3 he said, like he was “QM1l do you think
3 |that, that ship looks close?” And I looked up and I was o
4 |like no they don’t look that close and then I looked .iu;[eu'pjs}o
S |and I was like whoa they d¢ look close. And by that @.‘me,
6 |that was when all of it was like pretty much the %ﬁchange
7 |between the Conning Officer and the, the 0QOD a‘@ the uh
8 |Helmsman was taking place. And, as that w@otaklng place,
9 |the ship was just like closing in, and @Qﬁ@ like backed
10 |up from the table and like I, I, Ic@ @cbfroze up. I
11 |didn't know what to do and I fegibf’lugé at that point in
12 |time there was nothing that %‘b«:c@ do. Um, so I just like
13 |I started backing up my C&? a@ the collision happened.
14 MR. *&ay Now the ship that you saw
15 |did you hear any albﬁrmg?& Did they, they give you any sound
16 |signals, whlstlﬁg.g Qﬂythlng.
17 Q I didn’t hear, I didn’t hear any, any
18 |sound sngga@or anything. And uh the only lights I saw as
19 |the gﬁet;{zﬁvport running light and their um masthead light.
20 _\QJ ag% _ Masthead. Did you see the vessel
2&8‘0 %9”1 at any time during your evolution, you know running
22@ around whatever when you made it back to the Bridge? Did
23 |you see the vessel anymore after that?
24 _: Um, I saw uh. May I use this bottle of
25 |water to --
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_: -- to do a demonstration, a

demonstration. So we were just, we were of course this is
Q
. Q
uh, this is the uh Fitzgerald and this is the uh vesse%QSo

O
the collision happens like this and of course our S$§P we,
s »
we react to the collision and then I pretty mucgﬁat just
looks like their, their ship went this way q§a then they
just left. Um, that's exactly what I sa§§° When the
>

collision, after the collision occur§§§ﬂ%§§y hit and then

xS
they backed up and left. Kind oejgikeb hit and run, like

N}
a car. Um, and then like aftsfﬁ%h% collision happened all

of the details that I menti @ng?SBefore just like [sigh]
\

\'0
CAPTAIN -: Where. @u from by the way?

sir.

CAPTAIN
Yes sir. What about you?
woree - o

> . Okay.

CAPTAIN -: Uh, so I want to go back to the last

/

time you saw the Captain and the X0O. So, they were on the
Bridge during Becat Ops. That all secured around 2330,

2300, something like that right?
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1 —: Yes sir.

2 CAPTAIN -: And you guys were probably pretty

3 |close. You were still up in the Sagami Wan close to Miura

4 |Peninsula, right? So you recover the RHIB and then you ‘,;090
5 |start transiting south? s@'&&

| A

6 _: Yes sir. Q&é

7 CAPTAIN - h, at the time that the <g,%’ptau.n and

8 |the XO made it below on a scale of 1 to 10®at would you

9 |say the traffic density was with 10 benﬁ“bém§ly, really

10 |high and 1 being pretty mild? C° 0%

11 _: Um, I don’t 8@8\1’%@1‘ Well, I do

12 remember, I'm sorry. It wasgﬁ%@asn t that much. I would
13 |say maybe like 3 or 4. §Q’G}&QQ

14 CAPTAIN - Q{&And then you start tracking

15 |[southwest, you're e@ &0 230 lag --

‘0 e

16 (\éﬁd it starts to pick up.

17 —-- and making some course changes to

18 |manage ngﬁs ﬂUsing that same scale kind of give us a sense
19 |for Q’b\a *g@e traffic density changed if at all leading up to
20 r&Qtaﬁle of the collision. !
2%83 \\& _: It uh picked up um, uh I’'1ll show the
%'z\csarea right here on the chart, uh like between 12:30 and 1

23 |o'clock when we were in this area right here.

24 CAPTAIN -: Ckay and as your passing between Izuma
25 [sic] -- Izu Peninsula and Oshima island.
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: Okay.

CAPTAIN -
_: So, it was uh pretty heavy traffic and
Q

7 i . 2 Q
then um it was still some traffic but it wasn’'t as heagﬁ
as, as it was in Oshima because uh like we were doi@% um

Q

doing 20 knots so I assume like everyone else t@y were,

maybe like 12 or something like that so we %&e getting

0
past a lot of the other traffic. QQ
S &
CAPTAIN -: Sc you were ove@’%@g a lot of
SRS
vessels? COQ QO

Q&
_: Yes sir. gm a{;ﬁ then uh down in the

area of the collision I'm 6‘&5«'@1(’. was probably maybe like

&
a s. 66% QQ

CAPTAIN -‘QQ,QLJ. a 5? Okay and then so prier to
wd\&t what would you say it was?

\Qa
,é:o{.lm, T er Bu

that, at, at it’

CAP@J

sense@qﬁ Qﬁnd of the challenge the Bridge is dealing with.

: Okay. That’s helping. It gives us a

S _ Va§ BSE. AR thehs, CRERTCRES. Y s
&

Sark. Um, moon illumination I can’'t remember. I can’t
remember how much moon illumination was but it, it wasn’t
uh, it was maybe 60% if I remember correctly from the
Navigation Brief. We have all that um in the Nav Brief so

that way it helps out, and we put it in the uh the night
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orders so that way uh it helps out with the 00D, they know
what, what they’re dealing with.

LCDR -: Your tracking.
Q

CAPTAIN -: So, you say it was dark. From yc':ur‘,b’:&"o
memory, given all the contact, all the different traﬁ@"c,
do you think there was ever any, any impeded v151@>}1ty

-: No sir. \‘bg%x

CAPTAIN -: Or based on the llght@% conflguratlnn
of the ships, the ships were visible? \\Q‘

_: Yeah. Uh, yes 360 @?sﬂnl:.ty, was,

was, it was clear. Um, you cou%dp%eg?ll of the lights.

CAPTAIN - Yeah. %@%3& was the, how bad was

the background lighting f&u%‘n @e from the peninsula?

_: Q@@t&&s good. We could see all -- a

lot of the lights. 4%e&ﬁould see a lot of it and um it was

- like I sald‘#’{{@ uh clear.

CAPTAI% : The times you were locking up and out,

um do yogef@l like the background lighting from land

lntegfééﬂ with your ability to pick out motor vessels?
_@th: Um, I know that they said it was
%ﬁ}usuﬁg at, at some points. I remember the JOOD, she was
looking at um some of the lights and trying to distinguish
whether if it was a contact or if it was one of the buoys

from the uh, from shore.
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CAPTAIN -: Okay. So the Captain goes below and
he doesn’t, he doesn’'t come back up again until ==

[crosstalk]
>

_: After the collision. He come, he,&lﬁ

wasn’'t there before the collision. He came up afto@ﬁwe had
uh taken him out of his, out of his uh state rf@( after the

&
collision. \4}

CABTAIN - Do you recall any gﬁg\e calls between
the 00D or the JOOD and the Captain @ru%ﬁhé time he laid
below after Becat COps um until th&&)lﬁsmn to. talk about
making contact report or to ts}k a@out what was going on,
the status of the bridge? @o@ recall any phone calls?

_: Uh, &ﬁ?}xoﬁ’on't sir. WNormally when if
they do phone callsemqhe{&ull go over to the X0's phone and
they would do .1..‘3@@[.1&9 and um yeah I don't, I don’'t
remember., cyo (&;0

CAP‘Q&?\I* Okay. So the VMS configuration on
your,o‘youﬁ%artlcular ship, so I'm going te tell you what I
t]@ﬁ(@é@ is and you can tell me whether I'm right or wrong.
5Q‘$5Q_: All right sir,

\& CAPTAIN -: So you've got your VMS master

repeater, uh master plot at the chart table.
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CAPTAIN -: And then on the portside by the XO's
chair there’s a VMS repeater that the, that the officers on

the Bridge team can use for themselves.

. \00
_: Yes sir. Excuse me, that's the Conn oV
<&
station. c\o
\&\

CAPTAIN -: Right. The Conn station andg

you’ve got the master console back here. Uh Qﬁk in the

chart room.

CAPTAIN -: So you've got
_. You’ve got your wa!'béh s‘ssatmn that you’re

manning and then the JOOD/OOQ@aQééEOnn have got the Conn

3 Q
station that they can useée X

Rt
CAPTAIN -@, Uﬁé\ okay. Were they both working

normally?

é' 5
(0\\ ‘bﬂ

Yes sir.

& o

>

&

» Um, the VMS?
Right.

Q Um, ours was. Um =--

CAgg%I‘b
é

& PTAIN -

§R9§1 s station?

-
-

with their, their mouse and their joystick. Like sometimes

Were there any degradations toc the

Um, I know before they had some issues

it would go in and out but on that night uh I don’t recall

25

there being any issues with it.
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,{\
bQ QCAPTAIN

CAPTAIN -: Any complaints with any gauges on that
console?

>

CAPTAIN -: Okay. What version of VMS do you guys

have? c\o

- -: We have version uh . >
.{'\\Q‘
CAPTAIN -: -? X
\‘b
b [ ]

CAPTAIN -: Okay. Now we t@%’e%‘uﬁllttle bit
earlier about you know the relattcg%hbb%between the Bridge
and CIC and how they’re suppogﬁ l;gﬁge a flow of
conversation back and fort%‘ba%&QIC’s job really is to back
up the Bridge right? é Q

CAPTAIN

\%o, give us a sense for what was the,
how, how muc%? c@pﬁmcatlon was occurring between the
Bridge ax@%%mﬁatﬁ You said it was a lot ships and there

5 N
was a e}gt‘&“f CPAs to manage.

: Yes sir it was a lot.
- S0, how was that chatter back and
9orth‘o‘

-: It was a lot. They had a lot. They

were going back and forth a lot. Um, it was, it was a lot

going back and forth.
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1 CAPTAIN -: Okay. And is that, do they have that
2 lon the amplified Net 15 center line?
>
4 CAPTAIN -: Okay, so you can kind of hear those‘.&&\
| &
5 conversations. ;\Q
N\
{\
7 CAPTAIN -: Is it turned up? TIs it t%?ned down,
0

8 [is it -- QQ

g _: They uh, they always&é 1t up.

10 CAPTAIN -: Okay. C° 0%

11 B - o coursgcfhe She engineers up

12 |(there. Um, their, their on g‘k&\t also.

& Q
N
13 CAPTAIN - Rigrgz?«* =
’0
14 _: S0 @ﬁrei«g&me is always passing
Q
15 |information. x&
‘Q \Qa

16 CAPTAIN QOkay So, uh when Bridge talks to

17 |Combat to tsffkbqﬁbut a contact who makes that call from the
18 |Bridge? é\ﬂx

ridge?
>
19 : It would, it's either the O0OD or the
Q

20 @%‘?" hoever, like whoever uh read the info or, or did
Z&Sb'%@&Moboard whoever would report it.
L

2{ CAPTAIN -: And who, who answers up down in

23 |Combat? Who are they talking to? Do ycu know?

24 _: Um, it’'s different. 1It's different

25 |watch standers. It could be the um, what is it the Watch
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Sup or the uh like their uh, their plotter I think that’s
down there, there uh -- I forget what they call the watch
station. But, um it’s just either one of the like the
Watch O -- the CIC Watch Officer or the =-- not Watch é?g
Officer, I'm sorry the CIC Watch Supervisor. They&éuld,
they would make that, they would come over the @xNet
CAPTAIN - Okay. So, so ba51callyb§our
experience kind of watching this seCDnd»ﬁﬁhd the voice of,

of CIC is either the Watch Sup or th @q%gmce Plotter?

. S
CAPTAIN - Okay. z%}} rm!?’ft.
_: They’ re ‘&t@‘\re I guess they’re like

the main ones that’s dc@ﬁ’g @?ke the Moboards and everything
and, and actually ng%h&&ecklng out the radars and you're

actually hear u:\;{@h ‘g’ﬁe person that'’s uh standing Surface.

‘Q
So, I mentloraﬁg it
K &

they’1l QQ& %@Qlf we can see anything visually because if

earlier you’ll hear them come over and

they &gve\ﬁcontact that they feel is pretty close and with
ttba,&gl,&vgn visibility they can ask us uh if, if we can see
&h&gs vessel.

&
o CAPTAIN -: Okay. Do you recall ever hearing the

>

TAO's voice on Net 15, you know at the time before and kind

of leading up to the collision?

_: Uh, like right in like minutes before

the uh —-
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1 CAPTAIN -: Just during your watch.

2 _: Yes sir.

3 CAPTAIN -: Ckay. How frequently does the TRO ::mdQ
4 |the OOD as a matter of practice, how frequently do they ‘.&'&\o

5 |coordinate directly from 3urface traffic? c\o&

6 _: Um, I can't, I can’t really 52@311:

7 CAPTAIN -: Okay. Okay. So, AIS, w%é:’alked a

8 |[little bit about this earlier. I just wan@%o make sure

9 lwe’re clear on, on all the tools that aﬁ’i&@?he Bridge for
10 |RIS. So there, there’'s the text ba@%u}ﬁ% it’s about this
11 |big? gb‘*’ &

Q

12 _: Yes sir OQ&G\Q

13 CAPTAIN -: ngl‘@ éﬁ’d that’s probably right

14 |belcw or right -- ‘0 QQQ

15 — ‘sﬁe ﬁ%\re ours up. We have it up above

16 |our 73 radar, iﬁp@'}lght beside the [crosstalk]

17 —-— Overhead

18 : Yes sir. Just uh, right, right there

19 over{ﬁ?h%g%verhead

20 \éQ &PTAIN - Okay. Now the ships also got a laptop
2&%‘ agt gives it geographical display right?
L e

24 _: No sir.
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I know

CAPTAIN -: Okay. Um, the _ 2 lot

So does Fitz have one of those?

Yes sir. Agﬁf

\o
CAPTAIN -: Where is it? o
Um, it’s one ofSthe, -
CAPTAIN -: Which one®

— \ N\ )
Uh > S

CAPTAIN - I&&lt tt’ie one starboard by the

Captain’'s chair?

4" Y€s sir. I think that one is. I don't
want to quoteflihepWrong number but it's, it’s by the
Captain’ thhai?

CAPTATN - It's okay. Starboard side by the
Cagtain®s chair.

Yes sir.

e

CAPTAIN -: Above the 73 console?

Yes sir.

CAPTAIN -: So it’s all kind of right there
together?

Yes sir.
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CAPTAIN -: _ all kind of grouped

together right?

Q

CAPTAIN -: Okay. Do you recall whether it was‘b’,&\

&
working that night? c\e
—: Uh, it was working, vyes sir. Gbé
SN
} <
CAPTAIN - Okay. \@%

LCDR - For a little backgrou@?z.nformatlon on
_ What’s that prlmarllsz\%%ﬁ for?

Um, Surface confcaé%séum like pretty

much like for security,

then it's, it's uh, itds at because it’s uh -
s un A g o,

They're down in Combat and

they just uh, " fg&% can just go in there and let them,
S

QX

Slohd

And do you know if that site uh

let know,

@Cf{%
&@:rlg% with it
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1 CAPTAIN -: And, and just one more question on

2 |that to give everybody a sense of the capability. So,

3 |where is that -mounted physically on the ship?

Q
X\
4 Ooh I couldn’t tell you, sir. ‘b"&\
&
5 (inaudible - 02:33:24). 6\0&
6 CRPTAIN -: I mean is it, is it back a@h is dt
\
7 |forward? %%
\‘b
8 Um, I can’t remember @%
O
9 CAPTAIN -: Okay. All rlgh%}q’ 3 how many times

10 |have you, you know you reported Uh, a fair
11 jamount of import time. How msr‘is:"~ t.:{ﬁ'(es have you personally
12 |[transited that track betwe@ @\uh and Oshima since you
13 |rxeported to Fitz? And é@ndeg’f you don’t know the exact

14 |number you, you kn ejll.l glve us a rough estimate.
%“ g

15 U&? let’s see um, about eight times.

16 \ About eight times?

17 Yes sir.

18 g@ﬁ'l‘&ﬁl -: Okay. And, so you and the Navigator
19 s}beﬁaec{eﬁp about the same time. So how many times do you

%s‘gg%ate the Navigator has done that transit?

Q'&
: The same amcunt of time.

CAPTAIN -: Okay.

: Uh cause he, when he got to the ship

24 |also we were still in uh dry dock. So both of us, we had

25 jour first underway on the ship at the same time.
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CAPTAIN -: Okay. Looking at the uh, at the deck
log uh at one point you guys were on course 200 true at 20
knots. Do you recall that leg? It was after Boat Ops. S
You, you started off at 230, you came up to 200 and you %?9
were on that for a while, and then at one point therg@ﬁas a

x
come left of 190 or sc the ship ends up on 190 trzéév at 20
3

knots. Do you recall what that port change wazg?for?

____ RCEO S

& £

CAPTAIN - Why was that? \\

_ Um, to open up a@t 155% um a contact.

CAPTAIN - Okay, so 154{?&1%3 contact avoidance

Q
maneuver? & @

<§>Okay The log has it at about

The uh, on the Helm?

o &
O CAPTAIN -: Right.

N ’

It’s uh, the, our primaries are -

CAPTAIN -: Okay --

It's the uh, not the, oh you mean

magnetic cor the, the --
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2 |compass right?

3 Yes sir.
Q
a CAPTAIN -: Is that, is that what the Helm 15@’9
5 |driving off of or are they driving off the ships g&ﬁg?
,\
6 The actual gyro. &é
RS
7 CAPTAIN -: Okay. \‘ga
8 _: And we just check it @%h the um with
s (e [ \\“
10 CAPTAIN -: Got it. Whex/o%aébthe last time the
‘Q
11 - was uh calibrated? Whe&%asﬂ.\the last time you did
. SN
12 |your swing checks? Q‘b Qx
'x°~0 S
13 The i rohecks? Um, of course we had

Q
14 |just, we were in p%ﬁ Q@so the last time we did it was

15 |before we had p{\ﬁed\‘i\nto uh Yokosuka.

CAPTAINQ“Q: So, probably 10 days before or

17 somethin@ix@%hat?

16

18 : Yes sir.
> .
19 Qé g@mm - Okay.
ZI:i,@b ‘)% And then uh, the, the maintenance

SIS
Q?Q\‘\%eciui.r:e:s. for it's, you have to complete it within 24 to 48
\gi hours um after getting underway or within 24 hours of
23 |pulling in or conducting a replenishment at sea.

24 CAPTAIN -: Okay. Thank you.
25

You’ re welcome, sir.

|
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LCDR -: You’re saving that one?

CAPTAIN -: Yeah. And I'"ll, I'll save my last

guestion for later.

Q
2O
LCDR -: Uh, uh I had uh just one followup gb’,&»

uh, it skipped over there, so how would you, how wouk@ﬁyou
rate the morale on the ship? Was morale high? Wﬁﬁ

everybody locking forward to getting underway‘tb%%

- S
L &
LCDR -: No? N <8
SRS
RS
&
LCDR - Kind of dr%ﬁlnq more of the up tempo?

I know you said you en]oyed @eQ@e high op tempo. Is

that the consensus on thebe?mg9 Everybedy likes the, the
high-paced? @

_ ‘ﬁo ﬁﬁe I don’"t think anycne, anyone
likes it. I l;bﬁe %‘b- I love being the Quartermaster. I
love my JOQQ\% %m,? and um, we have some pretty senior
personneg hQéE Um, I just, I like the fact that um with

0
my %qﬁ 1*5 if um the Admiral he makes a call and I disagree

Q@t g& and then having a position of authority you can

a? sir I recommend we do this instead and so uh I enjoy
just having that position of authority in, in my job. And
then learning about weather and doing celestial navigation

and all of that. It makes you feel like a nerd, and it
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makes you feel like you know it’'s, it’s a lot. I like it.

I like a lot, so um.

could that you could object to either the Commanding gb’,o

(L]

Do you feel that the climate there you

Officer or any one of the officers if they were mal@g a

judgment call that you didn’t agree with that {@ could

e}
voice your opinion? \‘b%
-: I'm sorry could you g@othat again sir?
Kn)

I'm sorry. \\QJ
LCDR -: Do you feeleﬁtﬂbhe climate onboard
as uh one of the senior enllssa?f t.k&at you could raise those

X
concerns and be heard by t@ @and or do you feel that

you’re input was not w%@om@

- %@%h‘&l feel that my reccmmendation

would be taken %réo @nmderatlon, definitely. But a lot
of times, umcﬁaeygbgs a Commanding Officer you can, you can
have you@u%ﬁflcatlon as to why but when -- as they say
2 1 th@ﬁa&has a, a task or a calling for you, you then

%a@g to answer the call. Um, and that’s, that’'s what

%e‘b‘have toc do in military. Sometimes you have to

*

gac:rific:e, well oftentimes you have to make sacrifices and
)

do things that you really don’t want to do.

LCDR -: Would, would you feel that uh you had

said there the morale and people not looking forward to
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24

getting underway. Um, morale was low. Morale was average,
high.

_: Um, I don’t know how to explain it. o
It’s unique, the personnel on the ship. Um, it, it’s jug‘.@o
unique. We may not like being underway but when we d@*get
underway everyvbody gets along with each other. zﬁrybody
has a good time and it’s just, like it's, I g\q@s like
another day at the office. Um, it's, it’ s@%o I can't
really say how the, how the morale app@s&ﬁ% this evening.
I know no one likes being 1.1:14:'11531:&«1%yc:@‘.e~ c@%se everyone likes
to be with their family or to a&@?al.%? stay in their house
and sleep in their own bed 1&%&:%&01‘:’ sleeping in a rack
but um, I guess when we @age@ounderway everybody's like

we’'re here why not d%& &&Dbs
e’ X®
LCLCR -4 B&used on the mission?
A®

LIEUT _ £, if I could try wording it a

dlfferegg, w‘iﬁ\ How’s the morale on the Fitzgerald compared

to o{}aeie&essels you' ve been to in the past?
ﬁQ‘b— I think it’s actually pretty good. 1It's
Qrsgtty high.

LIEUTENANT -: That’s all we trying to get an

answer for.
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LIEUTENANT -: I had two guestions that came to
mind listening to everyone here. Uh, so again, about 0100
there’s a turn to 190 uh for collision avoidance and does
that take you off the track line very far? ‘b’,&\

wasn't very far. I don’'t know how far, I don‘tﬁ'emember

L2

It wasn't, it wasn’t very far. &bﬁ

how far it was but it wasn’'t like a drastlcﬁstance

LIEUTENANT -: Okay. Would thq\;? would that

change give you a different approach ‘b,épéﬁtrafflc lanes?
Cause 1f, if you had been set toe@ ég?i of the you know
experiences to approach the ts?%fL§Nianes from a certain
direction if you‘re go:.ngégb @for 30 minutes does that
change how you approac%@hie%rafflc line of folks trying to
get into Tokyo? @

e:c ‘x
-4 L&? we, we were doing that for 30
W

. Q .
minutes. I eﬁ@]@&el could see that happening, uh yes sir.
N

LCD Uh and just to clarify, they were on a
23 %n@u shifted to a 200, and then you opened up CPA
by&ﬁo:@ﬁ to a 190. The time intervals to be determined

gy%en then. Is that how you remember it?

&
AL _: If um, yes sir. If that was in, I wrote

>

it in the deck leg -- that’s what happened, what happened
on watch.
LIEUTENANT -: And we’ll certainly take a look at

that. And then um for, you, you said the Bridge is dark,
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um that you know there’s, there’s, you can’t really see
everyone who’s up there. Uh do you have, do you have like
uh you know night lights on? The red lights on throughout
the bridge or is it completely, other than the screens, ’.00
there’s no lights? ;&Qﬁ&
_: It's just, it’'s screens, and i%é} I have
a small lamp cn the chart table. Um, of courstg?’my red
flashlight and um that’s, that’s that. An@%t s like
whatever is um on, on the Helm console ? 4are the
, . 6@%
lights, the numbers are showing up Helm and the Lee
Helm. All the radar repeaters gﬁ’ V§§ screens. Those,

those are the only things thi\b \on

LIEUTENANT - §%’ agi' the overhead --
_: Tl’%@%v%&xead lights are, are off. Um,

and uh on the por:c&)%n\?he port side as you’'re trying to go
out of the pllqﬁg‘r@e you have a knee-knocker right there.
And, uh we @%%@19 Photoluminescent tape on the -- no it’s
not t'.hatg ‘b% have a light right there, it’'s a red light
wlth{ﬁm fﬁ?tches off so we could turn the switch on. It’s

& Qllttle small it"s —— the lights aren’t bright at

> o
Z&Sb %P. It’s just to that way you can see the light that way

you know it’s a knee-knocker right there.

LIEUTENANT -: Mr. -?
MR. _: That’s it for me.
LIEUTENANT - Captain -?

Q
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1 CAPTAIN -: Just one more guestion for you. So,
2 |obviously you were involved in a pretty dramatic series of

3 events.

>
&
5 CAPTAIN -: Hearing you talk about what y@@ did

6 |after the collision after you got your wits abo@xyou and
7 |you went below and helped break the Captain ﬁt, applied

8 |your leadership as a First-Class Petty O@.cer, uh that’s
$ |pretty amazing. So, we're asking th@%@tlon of

10 jeverybody that we interview. Isd@%r&?ny, any individual
11 jor series of individuals thatbaﬁ ygﬁ look back on it you
12 [think performed with partlg\iﬁ%\%erlt or heroism following

\
13 the collision? Q»% Q

14 _ %@% %&have Senior Chief - He's a

15 |uh, he just made‘bﬁengﬁr Chief uh GM. Um, FCC -
\Qa
16 CBPTAIN * Were they both involved in breaking

N
17 |the Capt@? %czﬂ'oor down?

18

Yes sir, They went, went inside there

19 ans{%hg@hey helped get him out. And I guess I was on the,

&h%g%oor detail if you will.
X

S caprarn -: Right.

_: To break the door down. Um, Ensign
23 - [phonetic].

24 CAPTAIN -: What did Ensign - do?

5
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A

_: Um, he was uh, he was one of the -- I

guess he helped carry once they got the Captain out of his
uh state room. He was in the state room, out of his cabin.
Q
; ‘ ; . ° O
He helped assist to bring him up to the pilot house. Um,&&\

myself. Uh, and uh, uh personnel down in berthing. ;\6‘

Q)
CAPTAIN - Down, down in berthing 1?2 Qzéx
X
CAPTAIN - Are you talking about@e folks that
b

Um berthing 1 and um berths.dg@ 2.
helped other people get out? \q’

_: Yes sir. Um, I c@' '\b wltness it but of

course I, I like heard the storg@*a %&:cunts of several

personnel on the ship. It w%@ Q—&ne of my brothers, FC
- he uh, he didn't m#’ J.EQDUE of the berthing but he
made sure that a lot o@tk&e guys did.

CAPTAIN - . And we’ve heard his name before
so I think a lq&o&‘?our ship mates feel the same way.

Okay. Than.@?%@?

: Thank you, sir.

NANT -: So we certainly appreciate all

y@g a:,%me here today. We’ve definitely been talking for,

SV

%@‘quﬂ:e a while here and we appreciate all the
information you provided to us, all the guestions you’ve

answered.

_: I hope I’'ve been helpful.
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2 |for us to double check and, and go back on here. Uh, we
3 |want to give you the opportunity now to —— if there’s
4 Janything that uh didn't come up in conversation, sometp&;ﬁg
5 [you wanted us to know that we didn‘t ask you or if @u have
6 |any questions yourself that you want to ask us Ebat we can
7 |provide an answer for you? \‘}%@
8 _: Uh, as of right now, QQan t really
9 |think of anything to, to ask. Um, ar@ @) I think uh you
10 {all asked everything that uh I C%/L@ p}%mde, um that I
11 |witnessed when I, while I was @3’ L@'ﬁ‘ch $0. Um, if I think
12 |of anything if I could hav%‘é%\&ne s uh contact
13 |information that way I @’n @ just relay it back to you
14 |all, um. ‘Q 0&&
15 LIEUTENAN : Most certainly.
16 :2VAll right.
17 LIEL&E?I%W : So, again uh this concludes our,
18 |our :.rggr@‘%w for today. 1If there’s anything further that
1% we{& e%oup with uh we’ll try to reach out to you and
20&Q Ql%gwlse, as we said, if there’s anything you come up with
Qé?g,gﬁlease feel free to reach out to us as we'd certainly
Q.@Q appreciate that information.
23 _: Okay.
24 LIEUTENANT -: Thank you so much for your time
25 |today.
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LIEUTENANT -: Very helpful. Lots of information
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1 _: Thank you.
2
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