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UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION INTERVIEW CONDUCTED ON

BEHALE OF NTSB BY THE U.S. COAST GUARD .on
W
>

0*&

REAR ADMIRAL -: So, a lot of folksé&j&i\the
Q
room here with you. My name is - Igs\the
%

Admiral in charge of the investigation forlsﬁe Navy.
Lieutenant Commander - is my legal @dvg&pr Master

Chief - is serving as my senlorét'%;ﬁ%ed advisor, and
LN2Z - will be taking notes. u&?ﬁg the course of
discussion hearing, we won't Qé?géﬁ&ng you any questions

from the Navy side. The ggksES%uard will be leading with

all the guestions. So ? e&enant -, here, will
introduce his team,gj&u@l does include Mr. - as one
x

‘b
of his llalsons 53& over to you.

LIEUTEN@&I'- So, good afternoon.

Goad afternoon.

&U@NANT -: I am Lieutenant _

"Q tQ& Senlor Investigating Officer for the U.S, Coast

\G%&rd Activites Far East Unit here in Japan under the

ADEuthority of Title 46, U.S8. Code 6301 and Title 46 CFR part

4. An investigation is being conducted into the
circumstances of the collision between the USS Fitzgerald

and the BCX Crystal, which occurred on June 17, 2017. This
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investigation is intended to determine the cause of the
casualty to the extent possible and to obtain information
for the purpose of preventing similar causalities in the
future. To assist with the accuracy of our investigatiék,

we will be recording today's interview, which is taﬁiﬁg

S

L¥

With my team, I'm being assisted by Mr\‘- who is
)

an expert at our National Center of Expeﬁé§%e for Marine

£
Causalities. I also have Lieutenant @m:@‘hder -,

who works with us at Activities F 6°E€§L and has previous

place on June 22nd at 1410.

T
experience as a commanding of%@er*) a Coast Guard cutter,

and we also have Mr. \h@ who's working as our

liaison officer to helpé&%m@ucate with us and make sure
Q

that we understand @lng of the Navy use workings and
O

to make sure we~gﬁﬁe and that. Any questions?

Fantastic. If we could just begin

with yQQur ﬁme, experience, a little bit about yourself in
thag’%a@?)
Q
b -: What, what do you mean by experience?
*

—>° LIEUTENANT -: Well --

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Like --

23 LIEUTENANT -: Well -- well --
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LIEUTENANT -: No, that's okay. Let's start with

your name.

-: All right. My full name?
LIEUTENANT -: Sure. -
and then -

LIEUTENANT -: And when did you joinithe Navy?

LIEUTENANT -:

Fitzgerald is your first cut -- yourd¥irst vessel?

LIEUTENANT -: End when did you arrive here on

So, is it %@*ﬁfé«:fcé assume that the
A Q N

the Fitzgerald?

LIEUTENANTC Did you arrive here in Yokosuka or

did you meei thgi vessel elsewhere?
_: So, I arrived here in Yokosuka and then a
day aft_er.}; I flew to Sasebo and met the vessel in Sasebo.
‘CIEUTENANT -: So you got a nice coastline cruise
uppto come back home. I understand that after your cruise
from Sasebo, the vessel was in port for a period of time,
maybe a week or so?

-: We were -- so -- yes. We were in port

for about a week.
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LIEUTENANT -: and what's your normal duty

onboard the vessel?

-: So, I'm undesignated. So, I'm part of Q

\\
the deck crew, &
*
LIEUTENANT -: And your watch standing dué&
currently would be? "x\

: I do helm and lee helmsman.@?"aft lookout.

But I'm a UI, so I'm just kind of gett:.n&gly gualifications
\\6
right now.

LIEUTENANT -: Ckay. H@jbl Qhat working?

-: T *think: 1&? sb&:@ pretty -- pretty well.
We actually -- one of the %@sg\at we lost was one of our
~-- one of my people tha@ztr.@@ned me, so he -- yeah.

LIEUTENANT %{%d I do want to -- to enforce you
-— this is —- thce@‘ {@}—- we're trying to be informal and
relaxed hereQ‘bqﬁfQ‘Bt any time you need a break or if you,
you knowe\&&@@o use the restroom, get some water, step
out fc@ ‘g}fttle bit, just let us know and we'll be glad to
pan&ggﬁe interview and give whatever time you need. So,

Q

Zg'cn& feel pressured that we have to answer, answer,

gualifying as helm and aft lookout, you prebably have a

like a little PQS book?
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LIEUTENANT -: Any other materials? Or is mostly

just on-the-job training?

-: It's on-the-job training.

LIEUTENANT -: All right. So, the vessel came,&

0
>

in. You've been here for a week. You got toc see Yokqﬁka
&

a little bit. And on Friday the 16th, I believe gts was,

the vessel got back underway? $>
\‘1;5

. 5

LIEUTENANT -: All right. Tagz? usa little bit
about that since it's your first tlmgsqS?mlng underway from
Yokosuka.

‘}% &

_: Uh, I mean l@- Q@on t know. We -- I know

we left because we had to;ﬁb @, p with what the CM was
supposed to be doing. e& zﬁé} we were supposed to be going
to the South Chlna‘AS‘g{&f I think -- I believe. You know,
I mean everytha(gg Gb nges. It wasn't my first time going
underway angﬁgy€$’ so -- I mean, because we left Sasebo and
o twlcgg\ Sé\ I was in amidships, and I love amidships.

It' 5&&? @‘b—— uh -- I mean, we set everything up beforehand
%Jﬁ tﬁg’n just -- then we had our ammunition onlecad earlier

lkﬁe in the day, right after we left port. We did flight

N

cps right after that and then that lasted -- it was like
1700 until 2130 maybe? And right after that we did - I

want to say it's -- it was RHIB ops. I don't know if
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1 |[that's the correct word for it. When we dropped —-- we
2 |dropped the RHIB because we had to take people back.
3 LIEUTENANT -: I think we've just been calling 1&
4 |boat ops. So, same -- same idea. &‘5‘0
5 -: That's -- that's what I think it'é@
6 |[called. "g\b
7 LIEUTENANT -: Boats in the wa.ter.\c'ﬁ}kay.
8 - And then I went on watg?b r&ght after
8 |that, around 12:00, 2400. *Q é

N éb%

10 LIEUTENANT -: Close tocﬁ)%
11 _: So, it was a \%J;éﬁlong day.
12 LIEUTENANT -: Q@r@&ong day. Do you remember
13 |when you woke up on Frlcﬁfy 6@0-- to start your day?
14 - - Um@Q’I &1’: to say 0700. I don't really
15 |remember because@t &ﬁ all such a jumble, because if you
16 |wcke up and Q&Qﬁé@re up for so much longer after that. I
17 |want to ia:} %&Bﬁ because we had gquarters at 08,
18 & ugg}ﬁsm- 08, okay. So, in all these
19 op@atm@hs - getting underway, ammo, boats, flights,
20 éggv*e@thlng, did you get much down time or any time to sleep
a"%ag between all that?
z@ _: So, I -- I mean, we didn't -- since I'm
23 |UI and for the flight ops, we just wait and make sure we
24 |don't have to drop the RHIB. 5o we kind of just stay
25 |vigilant. We had down time, but, I mean, we didn't get to
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go down into our berthing, but I think I rested for like a

half hour maybe.

LIEUTENANT -: That's fine.
-: Uh, yeah. It was mostly like move, mm@?
o

move, and then after watch we were gonna go to bed, sq&

LIEUTENANT -: That's a good plan \&cay

So, 20 -~ or -- well midnight -- %G}‘

>
. &
LIEUTENANT -: ——comes arOunckQ, Yaﬁ re going to

watch and your watch for the, now I@Q‘f@ould ve been on

the bridge?
g éﬂ? 4?,
_: Yes., I was»&zc&u\?lly on the bridge the
% <$,
whole night. é, Q
LIEUTENANT

N\ @that normal or do you usually
6\0
x

-20 Wg\normally switch back and forth, but we

just kind o.% b’&\ched around our watch bill. So, we had a

switch back and fcg@

lot of oé& %& on that night. They switched it so most of
& \

the I‘é&?@e on -—- in duty section 3. 8o, we were all kind

%Qbuﬁ%hed together and had -- they kind of picked who they

tlgiught was the best to train us and they just put us all

W)

in a group. So, we had a lot of pecople. We had 2 people
on aft lockout and we cnly had a 2-hour watch after that
because -- it was until 0230, so -- yeah, 0230, because I

had the mid-watch. So, we only had 2 hours. So we just
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figured if whoever wanted to go aft could go aft. I love
being up on the bridge, so that's where I was.

LIEUTENANT -: And T know you said the watch
(}0
»

&

rearranged. Which watch section were you -- or the&@ew

sections had just recently switched around and got

watch section, what number was that? Qb

-: Three. So, we had 1 -- we\aﬁad 3 watch

sections with the deck compartment, so. gﬁmd I didn't
actually switch my watch. I mean, th@ wé\‘.}e getting
switched around before we went un@%ﬁ like when we came
-- before we came back. Bu %QSﬂtO come back for like
our -- like we came back a @w@ﬁys early because stuff
happened to the ship. ﬁ' JQ&% -— so0 we didn't get to

actually feel that Q&K*% that's why they changed it, so.

LIEUTENANT When you say, "made changes,"” was

there -- how@%‘ @ere they moving people around or were

they movi® {eﬁgs around?

*: Just moving people. They -- we had

|
cegbairbeople in different sections. We had, I think, 2-3

20 \&%ﬂn each section and then they just moved all the Uls

O :
43nto one section.

LIEUTENANT -: All right. So¢, you're up on the
bridge and standing watch., You've got a number of trainees

there with you. Everyone gets a turn at the wheel of the
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boat? What order did you -- do —— did you get to be on the
helm?

-: So, we did a -- since we only had 2
hours, we did -- everybody did a half hour. Seo, I was tbg&
third person. I just switched over at 2:00 with the i«&t
UI that had the drive. g@o

S
LIEUTENANT -: So which -- which tme&\

%
-: So, I switched over at 2: C&‘b 50 it was
1:30 to 2:00. 6 @'
LIEUTENANT -: Okay. So, @%&5--
And I was -- I &ds@tlll up there at the
time, because even once we SW@ @ﬂ since our watch time

x
¥ v %\20 Q

LIEUTENANT -@Q Iq}x okay. I'm backing up a

little bit. So, g@lr@we ve heard before from other
interviews that@a&&though the 2:00 watch, most times 30
minutes prlqﬁ‘b@‘b’report and switch over. Okay. So, it's
about 1: gQ ﬂ& -- has the other group come up? Or maybe

O
I'm %Q&J_Qa confused.

§Q _: Oh. I think the == isn't the mid=watch -

Q
M= o{‘bi:hink I'm having a brain fart then. Sorry.

}) LIEUTENANT -: That's fine. This is why we're

asking.

-: Yes. So, the mid=watch is 20 to 2022, so

it must've been 1:00 to 1:30 that there's a better
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clarificaticn. Because we -- we're -- yeah, I switched
over with the other UI at 1:32 because she was the last

driver. I'm sorry about that.

Q
O
LIEUTENANT -: That's -- that's -- we're just:q,',o
trying to --
&

_: Get the right =-- (\b

LIEUTENANT -: Your memories and Kﬁbﬁ& information
is exactly what we're looking for, SéQ 01 to 0130. Do

you remember who it was before your t@eéﬁd who was after?

_: Yes. So, I hadcjsgamgl - was before
me and then Seaman - was sﬁegme
LIEUTENANT -: k@: @o tell us a little bit

about your time at the @?m@QAnythlng unusual? I mean,
you'd done the h@lm@ﬁ%Q ‘gg a couple of times before?
NsS*eééb I'd been at the ship for 3 weeks,
so -- and we & @‘every night. So, I mean, 1 was getting
== I'm gegpfnsggretty used to it. It's hard for me with
the wo% ﬁke lee helm side, but we didn't change speeds

Q
or 4&\‘1 ﬁng when I was driving. I didn’t see anything

\;Qm.ggual We =-- honestly, I can't really remember if it was

N‘Susual or not cause we kind of just -- it's like any other

night pretty much.
LIEUTENANT -: And what would every other night

look like?
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_: The - I just listen to the Conning

Officer and then do what I'm supposed to. Do what I'm
told, pretty much.

LIEUTENANT -: Okay. So they're not instmuct:j_{;@Q
>

you to lock out for a vessel that's, you know, on thi,g&s.ide
6\0
or that side or? b\Q

&

-: No. They're more focused on%éxs. staying
o

on course and they have -- we have other %@le up cn the
bridge that the Conning Officer goes cn@%ngﬁoth sides and
then we have other people that go 0@6@ -- I couldn't
even tell you what they are llke‘}%&r&%&lr watch., They
just -— they go out and they »&?&Q?n both sides.
LIEUTENANT - @s?d 5 n when these -- these

individuals are roaml@ 8@.& and checking for points of
contact and whatnog@vaég they communicating that to anyone
specifically oﬁoussé‘%"

,{& If they find a point of contact, they

normally ‘*te xthe Officer Of The Deck.
Q

S

&@?EB?‘ENANT - And during this morning of the
%’&h,&%‘ere there many contacts being reported? Do you --
Q

5 ‘b
RN _: I -- normally, I don't know. They were
Q

\all kind of talking about different -- like, I don't want

23 |[to say different stuff, but I mean, like I said, it was
24 |like any normal night and I -- honestly, I don't remember.
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1 LIEUTENANT -: and I -- I mean, I understand some
2 |of this vessel traffic, some of it's probably just chatter
3 |about - oh yeah, I went to this restaurant - or -- >
4 -: I -- I think they're —— I think they&s%:y
5 |pretty professional up on the helm because I honest@\»-— I
6 |don't really hear them talking about what they %@boutszde

7 |of work. So, I think it's more of like if t@%‘y see a

8 |vessel and what's going on, where we're gﬁni! what our

9 |course is gonna be, and they communlc& é&ﬁk to CCS a lot.
10 |I think that's what they are. DOQ}%u Q do you know? C --
11 |I don't know. Like it's the og%:;o‘%- I don"t know how to
12 |explain it. They're who wa@o@wlth when we drive.

13 LIEUTENANT - 821 @uld call it the secret scroll
14 {|room, but that's pragé%]éf@not it either. CIC?

15 ‘Dtda&&g

16 cowmnm@h Combat Information Center?

17 i Yes.

18 l@EU'I;@ﬁ‘&NT -: Okay. Do you recall if any

19 COI&GIS@’%J.OHS with the CIC? I --

20 ég,bQ‘}% : I —- I don't,

> o*
&60 LIEUTENANT -: So, all right. Let me -- let me
39 try to gather this all together. You're at the helm,

23 |you're waiting for the helm command, and you're zooming in
24 |on that and --

Alpha Transcription 678-646-5330
FOR OFFICAL USE ONLY




FOR OFFICAL USE ONLY

Audio transcription - [ GGG 13

10

11

12

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

-: Yes. And I -- in a sense, I was ~- I'm a

UI. Normally, our boatswain's mate of the watch will --
and the person that's training us, which would have been
Seaman - He was running night orders, so our 00
boatswain of the watch was up there and they —-- they {§{
there and they train us. They ask us questions agﬁghave us
respond back -- or repeat back is our main thi%@% and then
questions about the helm. So, normally <§§hst kind cof try
to train because that's what they're t;$$h%§ﬁn get us to
do, is to be able to kind of -- I dQ§$‘S§F not be -- like,

I want to say be an expert on he]gn, Q@cause that's their

main goal, but try to get us @?Q?rn as much as we can,

S
szf’ Q
LIEUTENANT Q g@: Sounds like a good plan.

So this is one of fthe é&stlons that's kind of come up and

>
we're just try:cg,?tg\ask, to try to nail it down. So,

Seaman w@ on watch that night and was on the bridge

and was gﬁnn%mg the night orders.
QR

> : So, he ran -- he ran the night orders and

lgﬁn{ want to say it was just right before the incident

hg&pened is when he got back up to the bridge. But the

N

response time, it was just -- I don’t even know how to
explain it.
LIEUTENANT -: Oh, okay. So, close to the time

of the incident —-
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-: He returned.

LIEUTENANT -: Returned. And was there another
gualified helmsman aside from BM1l who was assisting? I Q>
Q

X
forget his name. It's got way too many letters in it N

&
-: Oh, -? He was -- he was help{é& and

then he went down to -- oh no, he was up cn bri@ all
night. I wanted to say -- I was gonna say he‘ﬁ»?as up == he
went down to aft lookout, but he was on g& gndge all
night, because he ended up landing on &,@a

LIEUTENANT -: Okay. wep_ ﬁ re almost to that
point, so. Okay. So you're %a@@h It's -- you said
you were at the helm from Qz}\‘btg 1307

%
- e S

LIEUTENANT &Q%u had switched with -

Seaman - .Qﬁd\g&Q did everyone stay on? Because,
again, you 5@0@ basic watch switchover was like 0130.

S
Did the Q@e&&atch come up onboard yet?

The -- we -- our —- the person who was

IS _ . :
s@cs&& to turn -- like, switch watches with us never
Qﬁd@a up coming until after the incident. The aft lookout
Q
\gct relieved right before the incident happened.

LIEUTENAN And how do we know that?

_: Because they did a COMMSCHECK with us.

LIEUTENANT -: They did do a COMMSCHECK. Did you

hear that COMMSCHECK?
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(&
{, LIEUTENANT

o

No. Um, I am very close with the -- with

hds —= Zts - He was -- so, I actually made sure that

we did a COMMCHECK after the incident to make sure he was

okay. And they -- I heard the people on aft lookout sayk§°
X

"temporarily going offline," to switch phone talkers so

Q
they -- I know that they turned over. xgs

&

Okay. But you don't a?tall

\‘P%
*SQ
S &
N

ime period of

W

when that check -- or -- that sw£, hﬂ@ﬂy have happened?

3 bv ~$%
IIIIIIIII. I don't. c§94§9

LIEUTENAN

LIEUTENAN

hearing the aft lockout back on line?

: I don't remember.

LIEUTENAN Would you hgy

time?
n't —— no, I was not.

LIEUTENANT Rll right. So, the aft folks have

switched ovi
& &

u switched with - You're still on
the brldge J?éguse the other team has not come yet to

reli
0

SQ

And what happens from there?

: So, BMl told us that we could leave since

we were just waiting for - to come up and relieve us. I

told him that I would wait for him because -- I don't know

why, and I'm thankful that I did. Seaman and
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left the bridge -- er =-- it may have been Seaman - and
-. -, I think was on aft lookout. I just know
those 3 were not up on the bridge when it happened. And I
was waiting with BMl1 and then -- do you want me to, 1ikq':?°
just tell it like I remember it? &
A\

LIEUTENANT -: It's your story. 50.11 ver you
remember it, whatever timeline you can rema@&% We want
to hear it in your words. QQ

-: Okay. 1I'm not -- I@D%‘E’ know the exact
times or anything because, I meane e ﬁre just waiting.

‘Q
All I remember is the officer 89’ th@‘deck freaking out and

-= I don’t want to curse 1%‘?1:@}\ of you, but she was

%
cursing. b,@% Ng
LIEUTENANT -‘ QQ think we've heard it. Don't
WOrry.
V \Qa

Q‘s?ell she was == I don't know the exact

words, buk&hsé%aswally said that we were, "fucked." And

then l@ld -- we were going 20 knots, told - to
go é‘.’) &fa%ts And since - was UI, we had BMl was --

391%%& for her and we kind of just -- you know, it was an

*
;g?lergency situation, so we =-- like, people were trying to

help each other. And then she said, "Hard left rudder."

23 |And then right after that, she had us flank and then I --

24 |(you know, I held on to the, "oh-shit bar." I don't know

25 |what it's called, but that's what I consider it, because, I
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mean, we all knew something was gonna happen. And it was
just like I held on and then it happened. Because the way
that people were acting and I locked over and you could see
the ship and we were so close. It just hit right after I
looked over. &nd then the next thing you know, everybedy's
like laying on top of me and we're trying to handl®’ the
situation from there.

LIEUTENANT -:

And are you okay?

Did you experiences&ny injuries?

LIEUTENANT -

And again, all thesge ruJudder commands and all the throttle

Efcellent. Glad to hear that.

commands are comingsfrom the QOD?

—: Yes. They switched -- she, ocut of
nowhere,qjustyswitched over from the -- like, without the
Connilly QPficer. She was just like -- she kept saying,
LoL£i8&xr of deck’s in charge."™ She like, kind of like —-
caus- kept saying, "Conning Officer." And she's
like, "Officer of the Deck's in charge." B8So, I honestly
deon't even know where -- I think the Conning Officer was

cut on the side wings trying to observe, but I really
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couldn't tell you where he was because we were more focused
on everything that was happening.

LIEUTENANT -: Lots of things happened, indeed..oo
Do you recall any radio communications, either from tl‘@‘&o
Fitzgerald, from the Crystal, from CIC, just any ‘»*§‘

&

communications at all?
§

LIEUTENANT -: And the other 98&1 r question out

\%
here is any sound signals, any whxst%@% Q@ﬂy horns, bells,

anything from any vessel? QQ Q

_: So, I didn’ t&%%ﬂanythlng from the
N
oncoming vessel. I know WS§BQ\> ed our collision alarm,

but it was after we ‘m.tsz‘ R\Q%:mk it may have been because
we were trying to av@zld Q’@ but I honestly don't know. I
don't know the p§@ceé§fln that. It's =-- obviously, it's so
new tec me to@%@@uth so everything that happened is
just llki\ {%ﬁ?t know -- you know, I don't know what the
norma es&%se would've been. Um, and —-- yeah.

QLI; TENANT - .
> COMMANDER -: Could you clarify what may have

QQ en tried to have been avoided to use your own words?

was —- the other ship was really close to us and I think we

Uh, that's fine.

6Q

i

Um, I just know that they saw the ship

were trying to avoild hitting it a certain way. But I don't
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know because they didn’t say that out loud and I don't want
to like assume things.

LIEUTENAN‘I-: Okay. But again, that collision

alarm was sounded after the initial hit. 1Is that c:f:u:rtsac:t'\&bQ
N - &
%0
LIEUTENANT -: Bnd so there's a colllslgﬁé\
everyone fell down. What were the actions takgéfby
yourself and the rest of the bridge crew %@r that
incident? N

\\Qa
I

They tried to geté‘ of our captain -
- or our CC, and he was not resptaycc’ﬁ@ So we sent people

3

up to go check on him and tha@éeza?d up having to get him

out of his room. People -;}%tgéy were trying to get comms

2O
with the -- what is 1!:‘29:.3 \d?

< <
N
COMMANDER ‘ cIc?

LIEUTENAN : The Combat Information Center?

{{OCIC. They were trying to comms with CIC
and thaté&leg\we were talking back and forth with them,
tryLQ& ] to get as much information that we could. We

%gandig -- we did general quarters flooding and we sounded

‘b
~t@ collision alarm. And it was all over the 1MC, so

N

everybody knew -- everybody -- I mean -- I don't know what
happened dewn at the bottom of the ship because I was up in
the bridge.

LIEUTENANT -: I understand.
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_: I didn't know what to do. So, I was just

up there trying to do as much as I could. After that,
there was a lot of -- like we kept getting comms with theQ
CIC and they kept -- they would just -- they were tellégk
us what parts of the ship were flooding, what s:l.zeé@ the
hecles we had, what we were doing to try to fix §°b By that
time, our CO came in and he was very -- 1 doQbf’c even know
how to explain it. But, I mean, shocke%QAnd then he
ended up going into shock and then I @e@%p having to

talk to him. And that freaked me@t %ecause I'm not good
s &
Cb

Qﬁ

LIEUTENANT -: Qﬁ? Qe you've done a fantastic

job. So, ne worries, Sz‘ 0

Q
-: An@@t&lw@ he just -- he stopped

responding. Tha{\‘érsﬁied me out. And then after that, I

at that kind of stuff.

kinda -- I wgb&c&? on the port wing and I needed to like -
- Jjust lll@ {@3@ a second to breathe. We -- BMl and I went
down gé@-;ﬁe‘ent down the stairwell into officer country to
geﬁb*a x@retcher for the CO., And after that, we went down
z?o @Eft lookout so we could get everything ready to try to
age if we could get stuff ready for the towing. I don’'t
know what it's called. And --
LIEUTENAN’I-: Probably a hawser. Probably a

hawser?

I think -- I think that's what it is.
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LIEUTENANT -: Okay.
-: And then - and I worked down in

Boatswain 1 for a while cutting natural fiber, because we
ended up breaking the anchor part, in case we needed it ,&@?
towing. And all these -- I mean, people were just tr&ﬁg
to do as much as you could. The AFFF went off s%ﬁere was
people coming out of the hatch and the FOCSLE g&q covered
in bubbles. BAnd we just -- we had all th%é‘-‘bwe d just got
a whole bunch of midshipmen on the shl%@n%&ﬁney all helped
us. And then the sun rose and we w@%@om there. I
remember hearing the Officer Of &j‘ue Q@ck and then another -
- I don't know what her rank‘b@é@te is, so I don't -- or
rank is. I don't want to%ans@der -- like I don't want to

Q
say the wrong thing. QQ &
*

\\
LIEUTENANT w No, they're another person.
-ga BQ\ I heard them communicating with the
&

Japanese Co@gs% Q&\ard to try and -- because we completely

lost powof% ﬂ%ﬁ we couldn't get a hold cf anybody. When we
went:{c&.ltéige, the ship that we collided with was completely
@Qe ﬁg’d I didn't see it at all the rest of the time. Uh -
-&eah

LIEUTENANT -: A very unique event and I
appreciate your side of the story of it and trying to
figure out from A-Z what happened. I think you've answered

a lot of the questions I have for now. I'll hand it over
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to Mr. - to see if he has any questions for you as
well.

MR. -: I just want to take the opportunity too
commend you on those actions. I'm sure it was ‘5‘0
extraordinarily difficult, being so junior. &And I és?
assured that the CO was comforted by your pres e%

scary event for all, so braveo to. If you :;'e'.»qi”dx tell me a

little bit about the watch just in genersib like when

So
[
you first came on watch and throughm@l’@%atch Was it

particularly noisy? Were people @E&@ ted or ncnfocused?
SR

_: I don't bel&l@@%‘sé' Normally, we're

guiet up there and we Just\&yqﬁa focus. I honestly, like
I was saying before, I ﬁzét.Oand of try to focus on what
I'm doing. A lot —-Q%l££§f the deck crew that came up to
switch with the @tie Qwe were all tired because we did all
the operatlo%@qﬁ.;ﬂ\?he day. But I know that the 00D and all
the rest @K&‘ people up there, they weren't -- I don't
know h@fat @Aéy were doing before. I don't know if they got

0
sl@p é@I don't know any of that because they were already

?&p cpfhere I just know that us that came onto the bridge

@fter boat ops, we were all very tired and we were just all

ready to go to bed. But we still focused on what we needed
to do because that's what we do. We were focused to get
through cur watch until it turned over and then we were

ready to go to bed. I mean, it wasn't -- I don’t think it
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was abnormally loud. I don't think there was a lot of
chatter. They -- we normally try to keep professional up
there. But I don't recall any reports of like -- before
this happened, they didn't -- I mean, it's not like we h@@
a warning. We didn't -- they didn't say a warning to{§§

I remember we kept -- we kept changing our coursess9
remember that, but we didn't -- I mean, it's %gs’llke ——
we're deck. We're the helmsmen. We don' Esg%t an
explanation. We just get told orders Q§9€%¥ﬁmu¢h so.

MR. -: Do you have any J@é%%?to why you were
changing courses s¢ much? Was 1hf%oﬂ9tra1n1ng or was it
following a track line or? )&é@

_: I have @%lgé‘a I just -- I know we were
in a busy -- I mean, E%Sbn 't all the way out yet. We
weren't all the wazggigSof, like out into open sea area,
because normal%%ﬁ%héh we do that we just kind of circle

around. So@? @\1 t know, it may have -- I have -- I have

¥
d ‘x S
no idea. \ﬁ

All right. Um -- well, we're waiting on
Q
Qp ander. Talk to me about the vessel's climate. I
Q
rhq§ you got a lot of new people in a confined space. You

N
know, did everybody get along?

Yes.
Mr. i Okay.
: We -- we're like a family on our ship.
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Mr. -: So there wasn't a beef between deck and
engineering or nothing like that?

-: I know -- I know there's always talk QQ
about that, but we all get -—- we all get along. We al&@ys
get along. I think that's what I -- I mean, that {%e
best I could hope for for my first ship or any f@?hy ships
that I'm on, is that we're all like a lx.ttle\famlly
Especially, this is my first time away fg&n ome, so it's

Q
all I need. \\

o
o
comanDEr [N:  How was@e@gneral morale? Was

everycne excited to be underwa \sﬁy complaints about

being underway or how lcmg%ﬁ‘gqu were underway for?

_: No, I&u@% —— well, I don't know if that

a no -- a yes or noxéza §0n But --

COMMANDE : Take it in pieces because there's

%in there.
i

: I think everybody was ckay with us going

a lot of que

underv@y W

came home for a week. We were supposed tc be

\«
baqfe qu?ger, but we understood. Cause we always say that

&1&@1155101‘1 comes first and we knew -- like, we weren't --

\We weren't supposed to be gone for a long time, so we were

just like let's get this mission done. Let's do what we
have to do and then we'll be able to come back. I think

everybody was just excited and happy that they got to come
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1 |back for that time that they —-- that we were back for. I
2 |don't' know if I answered all your questions.
3 COMMANDER -: Yeah. No worries. But morale,
4 |everyone was in good spirits? ;QOQ
5 -: Yes. {®
6\0

6 CCOMMANDER -: And answering the call g& the
7 |mission. 8o, that's all that I have. &
8 MR. -: All right. And just r%@ng through the
9 |evolutiens of the day, that was a falrkgbflo:@ day.
i B - Qc*ﬁ
11 MR. -: All right. H@g"o&en were you guys
12 |having these long days? Thab@%ﬁQ?ne of the first ones
13 |since you've been onboard@qO Q
14 -: Tha%%bgh first one that I've been
15 |through. Um, yeah&b‘Q{é&an, we normally -- normally, it
16 |depends becaus%&a& we work -- sometimes we work long
17 |[days. Somat‘gﬁe{’\&\re don't. But this is the first time that
18 [a lot cf&:s?{ I mean, there's pecple -- the people that
19 |had Qﬁe watch, they had 2 hours to sleep -- 2-3 hours
20 %&slﬁ%‘p until they had to get on watch. So it was just --
%@e Idﬁgan, it was a lot different than what our normal day is,
> Q? t told to expect it. We were told before we even
@ ut we were P e to e
23 |went underway that we were gonna have all these evolutions
24 [going on and for us to get as much rest as we could the day
25 lbefore.
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MR. -: So, Ms. -, where you from?
-: Okay. What part?
&
N
_ L] $
&
: Okay. All right, So, what was r
] X

first indication that there was a problem? Qé
_: I want to say it was deflm\kf??y the 00D
freaking out. QQ

&
MR. -: All right. So whe@\\ya@%eard her voice,

the way she talked and what she seﬁ &at was kind of --

that kind of clued you in that ?o@hlng wasn't quite
. KO
right. Q

%
- Xy \~°
- P&? l&QQ long -- how much time would

estimate passed @tw&%% the time you sensed that from her

and the coll@%ﬁi\q tself?

: Not even a minute.

b@. : Okay. Do you recall -- and I know it
‘0 0
wagﬂ&cié{& of a truncated watch for you because you were
Z.%omg?hg off of doing other stuff. But do you recall ever
*

Q
;&eeing the CO or the X0 on the bridge during your time on

watch?
_: I know the X0 came on afterwards, but the
CO, no. Just because normally we can -- we just call him.

We call them if we need anything. And sometimes they just
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show up, because that's what they do, and that's -- it's

expected for them to just show up. But it was a long day

and I —-

MR. -: Okay. So, just so we're clear. So, ;OOQ
from the time you came on watch until the collision,dyﬁ?
don't recall seeing the CO or X07? \55

>

Q
No. But it was also very dag& so, I

%
mean, they may have been on. I have no 1%@

MR. You guys have a habxs?bfAﬁnnOunC1ng them

when they come on the bridge? Q%
QQ

Yes.,
> N

: Do you reo@.él&?ether the navigation

detail -- or -- the modlfzﬁh 5§v1gatlon detail was set

o
while you were on watc%Q Q\

- g@a @J explain what that is? I'm sorry.

‘>«$% ll be, you know, the navigator, maybe

an extra quefgesééster will come up and they'll actually

stand wagkh
%

repo€§3‘5¢3k was it just a normal underway watch?

Q
Q;Q : I think it was just a normal underway

<

e§ and the navigator will make navigation

Qﬁch and we were right at turnover, so there was more
people on the bridge than normal because of -- because
pecple were turning over. We never actually got a

turnover, but that's what we were trying to do.
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MR. -: Uh, do you remember whether there were
any of the oncoming officers for the rev watch, were any of

them already on the bridge starting the turnover when {:.l'u'.sQ
\\
&
-: I -~ I -— I don't remember. \&0
MR. -: Okay. Um, just one more que@&on. So,

I mean, I'm sure you got to see a lot of hengﬁ:s that

happened?

evening and into the next day, you kncw,bﬁtw6en the
collision and when you guys were back& %@kosuka Is
there any individual or series ofdmdaeﬁduals that you

think are particularly worthy fomsgtlon for having done an

incredible job? Q®
R
_: I thllﬁ' %9 whole ship, honestly. We all
Q
had to pitch in. I@%{(&.lke I said before, I was not

down in the spac&?v &anow Seaman - was down in the

spaces a lot@gq@g out. I don't -- I'm not very good

with -- 1@@@ know everybody on the ship yet. B&And I was

up —-@w N well, I was down in Boatswain 1 with-
RO
liké cx&ang the —-- cutting line, and everybody pitched in.

&a@s all I know, because that's what we had to do to get
Ry

Q :
;!qack to port. There was nc standing around. There was

everybody working and everybody doing what we had to do.
So, I can't -- I can't name out certain people.

MR.-: Okay. That's fair enough. Thank you.
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1 CAPTAI_: So 2 questions I just came up in the
2 |last review here that I want to make sure I went over
3 |again. In terms of visibility and weather, could you see
4 |other lights? Was it the darkest night you've ever s.ct_er'k&‘\oQ
>
5 |Was it bright and sunny and --7? ,&‘\
6\0
6 _: Well it was not bright and surmng\,Q
7 |think it was -- it was actually -- it was preté dark out.
8 |The nights seem to mix together when you Q%Qn watch, so it
9 |was hard to tell 1like what the weather @s Jﬁke I know it
10 |wasn't raining. But I -- Q%
11 CAPTAIN - Other 11ghta,cﬁe.ge still visible or you
12 |could --? »&éx\
N
13 -: I didn"ﬁ}qses ny lights out there,
¥ W®
14 |honestly. S &
& 6‘
15 MR. - 4szqo @ghts from land? It doesn't have to
16 |be vessels or %;ftl%\%g
17 -\\ I didn't see any lights from land.
18 LIE@I‘E% - That's what we want to hear. And
19 fma@y o& didn’t come up in conversation, but there were
%
20 %&m&?{anlcal issues that you're aware of? Any
&
%}Q m§.?unctions in equipment? But nothing as far as you know
RN ; ; ;
Q‘lb\ of that things were working, not working, ops normal?
23 -: I -- not that I know of. But like I said
24 |before, I don't really -- I try not te pay toc much
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attention about stuff that I don't need to pay attention

tc, like what I think I don't need to pay attention to.
LIEUTENANT -: Just asking if there's anything &

that pops up to say, oh yeah, they did say we lost a pg@b

or something, sc. If there's nothing, then there' s‘@

nothing, so. That's great. All right, with th@@bln mind,

I want to open the floor to you to see if theﬁ?e is anything

you had questions about or if there's an@ﬁng that was on

CliR,)
your mind that we didn't bring up tha{&ro@% like to bring

X
to our attention so that we can me@%ﬁe that we're aware

, o X
o Ak, é’
&Q
T IR zggw\\%m, T wean == T oot
K
know. It's -- I mean, &"S@leg thing that happened and 1

know that it shouldno‘k h@% happened and I don't know why
it happened. B%‘ﬁ &%%w that it did, so. &nd I understand
why we have %@Q&Q&stlgate it and see like how, I —-1I
don't knm& 6@ s really —-

I@U@NT-: And that's totally fine. What

wesﬁ gﬁ% out interview with today is to say if for some

gf‘ez‘gmn you do have some questions later on or something
;qoes come to mind that you want to let us know, please
reach out to us because we'd be glad to receive that
information. And likewise, if for some reason we look over

our notes and we say, "Oh wait, we wanted to ask you

something.” We may reach out to you as well for that
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additional information. Likewise, as this investigation is

2 |ongoing, we're gonna ask that you please not discuss this
3 |with other crew members because we want to get their
4 |opinions without starting to get stories mixing and so ok\oo
>
5 |and so forth. Sco, we'd appreciate your cooperation 1011@
&
6 |that. Anything further? 6\0
)
7 -: I don't believe so. é{o
cb
8 LIEUTENANT -: Great. Thank yo%@ much for your
9 |time. d &
Ny
10 &S
&
O\
n o X
NIRRY
12 K& Q)
PN
&8
13 o Q
Sb .xe
14 & P
& &
AP
15 &S
Q
> N
16 > \Qa
S
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