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Executive Summary 
 
 
The Mississ ippi  and Ohio Valley and Tributaries Waterways Action Plan (WAP) provides the Maritime 
Industry, U.S. Coast Guard (USCG), U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), State and local governments 
with a plan to facilitate safe and orderly movement of traffic during evolving conditions on the inland rivers 
within USCG’s area of responsibility. This plan supports the USCG District Eight WAP promulgated in 
2007, which gives overall context, history and intent for regional WAPs throughout the District. 
 
The WAP is an evolving document referenced and evaluated frequently. The USCG will continue to facilitate the 
review of the WAP in conjunction with Industry leaders and USACE and verify the accuracy of the plan and 
communications information.  It is highly desirable that all stakeholders document the lessons-learned from both 
experience and history through continual refinement of the plan with prudent joint actions.  This plan establishes a 
single common framework for all parties to use when taking proactive or reactive steps to deal with high water 
and velocity, low water, and ice conditions.  The overall goal of this plan is to ensure safety of life and 
navigation, protection of infrastructure and property, and to prevent marine casualties. 
 
Conference calls between Industry stakeholders USCG, and USACE, National Weather Service (NWS) 
remains a tremendous value to respond to river changes, and they remain critical to manage evolving river 
conditions and during emergencies. 
 
Industry leaders, USACE and USCG from Pittsburgh, PA, Huntington, WV, Louisville, KY, Paducah, KY, 
Cincinnati, OH, and Nashville, TN worked jointly to update this plan.  The diligent efforts and coordination of 
all parties working close together to manage the waterways allowed for successful publication of this WAP. The 
USACE manages the Cumberland River Waterways Management Plan and the TVA manages the Tennessee River 
Waterway Management plan, which we have added to this document for reference.  
 
Safe navigating! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
Record of Changes 

 
 

2022: Updated Contacts  
2023: Updated Contacts, Updated BNM’s. MSD Nashville’s Area of Responsibility (AOR), upper 
limit of Tenn-Tom adjust/remove Mile 450.5 and add 450.7 based on 2022 Light List (Page 1iii 
and 2013 USACE Tennessee River Chart, Chart Page # 32. 
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4. Action Plan 
 
Actions taken during waterways crisis span a wide range of controls and responses from all involved 
parties including industry and federal government agencies. In general, actions taken by industry 
will be intended to reduce marine casualties during low & high water situations. Some actions taken 
by industry during extreme low water conditions include reducing loads or lightering barges, which 
reduce vessel drafts. During high water conditions, industry may reduce tow sizes to allow more 
positive control over the tow to more effectively utilize towboat horsepower. The federal 
government, including the U.S. Coast Guard, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, and the Tennessee 
Valley Authority, is also required to take specific and timely actions to aid in preventing marine 
casualties while facilitating commerce. Some of these actions include the USCG’s issuance of 
Broadcast Notice to Mariners (BNM), establishment of Safety Zones, dredging operations by the 
USACE, and adjustment of flow rates from locks and dams by the Tennessee Valley Authority 
(TVA). The enclosed Safety Advisory and Safety Zone templates are recommended for use, but can 
be modified or combined to meet the needs of the situation. 
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