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Audio transcription - || G

UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION INTERVIEW CONDUCTED ON

BEHALF OF NTSB BY THE U.S. COAST GUARD

CAPTAIN - okay Ms. - I'm Captain-

Uh, I'm the Navy’s representative uh, uh on thg?Coast Guard

Investigation Board. The purpose of this g?%tlcular
Q,
investigation is to find ocut what happggégﬁﬁhat night and
Qﬁ

how. Understood?

Guard.
LIEUTENANT Good morning. I’m Lieutenant
_ T\\‘ﬂ\ @ﬁe Senior Investigating Qfficer for
U0.5. Coast Guardﬁﬁp ¥ivities Far East here in Japan. Under
the Ruthorxt& Q% Title 46, U.S8. Code 6301 and Title 46 CFR
Part 4 Q§ ;§Vést1gatlon is being conducted into the
cirggﬁstances of the collision between the USS Fitzgerald
aﬁgdthe ACX Crystal which took place on June 17, 2017.
This investigation is intended to determine the cause of
the casualty to the extent possible and to obtain
information for the purpocse of preventing similar

casualties in the future. To assist with the accuracy of

our investigation, we will be recording today’s interview,
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which is taking place on June 29th at 11:30 in the morning.

Assisting me on my team, I have Mr. - from the Coast

Guard’s National Center of Expertise for Investigations.

Lieutenant Commander - works with me in my office

and is a previous Commanding Officer of Coast Guard

Cutters. Captain - here is working as a Liaison
Q

Officer between the Navy and the Coast Guard to Q@ip ensure

communications are clear. I also have Captajbm’- in the
(\Q
room who is the Commanding Officer of act%&ﬁg‘%s Far East.

Lieutenant Commander - of the Nang%\Q%ety

\\Q/
Investigation Board and Mr. - 1 @ the National Center
QQ

for Expertise for Investlgatlorssz,%aéo%ell

Before we begin if I co@?d@};et the spelling of your

name please?

Thank you. Mr. -

Uh, so good morning. If you could uh,

may ¥ have your age please?

LCDR _ And uh when did you jein the Navy?
_ - That’s when I was

commissioned.

LCDR - And uh your commissioning source?
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LCDR

QOfficer Candidate School?

Direct commission.

LCDR

history? What uh units have you been on?
e\

USS Mustin (DDG-892), and USS Fitzgerald (DQ§>62]

&S

S50, direct commission or would that be

And, uh if you could, assignment

I‘'ve been on the USS Denveg~(LPD—9),

Is

LCDER - And no, no shore a\ﬁlgﬁments in
o*‘ &
between?
\\Q/
CAPTAIN Those are a¥§ Qﬁree FONF ships.
that correct? 6$>§§9
&
QR 4
Yes sid. O
- v
O
CAPTAIN ¢
LCDR - &Qrd your uh, your assignment to
Y‘
Fitzgerald? Youﬁ‘y&lmary duty is?

Admin O.

And uh your watch station is?

LCQ@‘

S
Of%lcer of the Deck which is what I recently had.

Sometimes Conn.

LCDR

I stand CIC WO, and I also stand Junior

And uh as Admin O could you give me uh

a breakdown of your duties, responsibilities, who you

report to?
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I report directly to the XO. Um,

duties and responsibilities are to oversee the PS's,
Personnel Service, the Yeoman, and the uh Hospitalman.

LCDR Okay, so you take all direct tasking

from the, the XO.

Yes sir.

eﬂ\

LCDR Okay, so if you could, uh t%g- the day

of the 16th was a busy day. If you could wa%b?us through

K
from the time you wake up to where you're ;‘é;@rtlng and uh
F&
Qﬁ\
activities you’re engaged in. 6 .&e

_ That was Frlda%\&\'\\?hursday’
R\

That was Fmdg&?

Sa Frid & e‘&
= 58
LCDR - Did Q%g.p did you have duty or work

bef d Q/Q Q\\
efore Thursday? < Q
¥ x\‘b \6

-foqf’og\elld have work Thursday.
~

Okay, so let’s start it with Thursday.

Okay. Thursday I woke up, um at 05, no
0430. ‘bc.;e,éwe}‘rt to the gym at 0515. Um, I stood there until
abou¥, finished up in the gym about 6:00. I showered at
the gym, made it to work by 6:40. And we did XO's call at
7:15. By 7:45, we were preparing for quarters. Um, 0800 I
went in for quarters. Um, after quarters around 0830 I

worked on E4 evals. Did that for most of the morning. For

lunch I left to run errands, pick up a last few minute
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things, such as snacks, um take care of a little bit of
personal things such as my car. Um, came back around
12:30. We had Ops Entail in the Captain’s cabin. After
Ops Entail we had a small meeting, um expectations
underway. After that, the Captain told me that he wanted
to sign a couple of papers, so I went down to Admin, looked
for some of the papers he was looking for, che%ﬁed the X0's
box to see if they were in there, brought Q$§k a Yeoman to
help me look for those. I took them to éhe#to to sign, and
after he signed I brought the papersSQQQ& down and left for

¥

the day. <§D

C
LCDR - Do you rbeéa.@f what papers they were?

&
_ Someor@ “wahted um the Captain to sign

that-could wogdcécguts:.de base as an English
S

teacher. Qf

\\

> Qkay. And the, the papers were

LCDR

related to E&E%ﬁgthat topic?

Yes.
gérm

Sb
Q
en® of work, work day for you at that point?

Okay. All right papers get signed,

That was the end of the work day.

LCDR And that wrapped up at about?

Around 16, 1630.
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LCDR - All right and then through uh through

the evening, making preps to get underway, so take us uh

the day you get underway.

— Woke up at 0500, realized that I left

my um passport at home. I stayed on base. And, sc¢ I drove

back home to go pick up my passport. Made it back tec park
Q

my car in the parking deck probably 20 minutes bgﬁbre

liberty expired at 0600. Took a cab from the\mxldclle school

X
to the ship and I made the ship probably @%@5 a0y, BuoS,

At 6 I showered, um got dressed, um m%\‘.@l;sge X0 for X0 call,

um went down for the brief, nav1gat¢%®%r1ef. We had um
o

went back tc the office, had a gmu@?e of questions about E4
&
evals. So me and my Chief %Qe&;\ag\d worked on those. Um, we
S
had a 20 to 30-minute lua&m\ I made the last 10 minutes,
e

um ate a little bit. &l‘%e‘h um, got up for sea and anchor.
\\

During sea and an gb\? was on the Bridge and the Flight
% e
Deck most of tgh% Q“ime just watching.

LCDR_ 0, no role assigned while you were on

the Br@e or?

LCDR Ckay, so sea and anchor.

_ Um, we anchored an hour or two later,.

After anchorage went back down to Admin, checked email,

surfed the net, checked on my guys, had dinner, um after

dinner T just walked around. Um, got back underway I
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believe. After we got back um underway I was still at
Admin um working on things. I think around --

LCDR - Did you have any assignment for the
special sea and anchor detail getting underway from

anchorage?
Q

,;\0
N
_ Um, went back, stayed Jg‘r the office

until about maybe 7. Um laid down for @ﬁ ﬁﬁﬁr before

watch. Um, did a walkthrough througﬁbﬁyﬁbat and then um
after Combat I um took the watchg QQ
O 8
LCDR - who'd y%w take the watch from?
@,

z
LCDR - (\\?: the time of his pass down could

\

0 ; §
you take us througgp qﬁe of the items passed prior to
\\*

taking the wat%ygép
He said he didn’t have much. Um, he
said thgg Qgre missing night orders. Night orders was in
Com%gﬁi Um, he said right now we are recovering the RHIB.
Oﬁ%% we recover the RHIB we’ll get underway and um we were
to get ahead of PIM.

LCDR _ Uh, was there any other special
instructions passed down? OCkay. So, uh you take the

watch. Um, walk us through uh watch, things that happened

on watch, things of note.
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_ I tock the watch um, Captain and XO

were on the Bridge. We were all getting to recover the
Bridge -- I meant the RHIB, I'm sorry. Um, well first we
were, first we had the RHIB, but we let the RHIB go back to
shore to take people. We went to muster all personnel who
were going to shoere. So, the RHIB um left, went awgy Um,
I was looking for Officer (inaudible - 00:11: 49}Epﬁzlscuss
with the Officer of the Deck where we should g%oafterwards
and um checking the radar for contacts. g@ Q&tcaSLOnally
looking out on the bridge wings. Um,ééﬁ%gfthe RHIB came
back, um she came, and, and she si§§:$S§; is what we’re
going to de. Basically, turn %ygipSard and head um towards
the course. Um, after that éhqy'recovered the RHIB. XO
and the CO were on the dﬁ% She told the CO that we had
a couple of um contaqﬁ%éﬁﬁrward that will be passing by.
They all looked lgﬁ%‘élshlng vessels, but um we should be
okay. Um, socﬁb nd CO left. Um, we were on the Bridge.

We had a l@t<$$ small contacts, uh mostly fishing boats.

We CPAﬂéptHEm, got off course a little bit. Then we worked
on &ttlng back on course. Um, when we were back on
course, um we ended up cutting the course to get ahead of
um PIM.

LCDR - So help me out with that. When you

say cutting the course, what, what do you mean?

_ So, um dog-legging some of it.
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LCDR So cutting the corner instead of

taking the, the turn to the waypoint?

Yes.

LCDR You had selected a, a point further

down the track line to shave off distance?

Yes sir. There were um fishi%g boats

;&\0
on our waypoints. <§@
5O
LCDR Okay. Were those uh g}%hing boats
.{'\\Q’ .}Q\\'
detected on radar? \@"%é
& O
Not all of them® &
Qv &

LCDR

and if you q&gﬁ?to judge the traffic
c®

as you were entering uh that Qéhéhe there, uh what would
&

you say the traffic was? gﬁ;§§§ of 1 to 10, 10 being the
heaviest you’ve ever seéiséid 1 being the lightest?
“;%ﬁ££ 7 or 8.
° 7 or 8.

Somewhere in between there you see the
night op§&€§\that uh told us to come up 20 knots and get
é
aheag?bf PIM. Um, talked to the Qfficer of the Deck about
&
the speed.

LCDR What, what in particular the speed?

Um, basically what we were going to do

because of the contacts being around. Um, we stayed at 15,
14. Once we got through the fishing contacts we came up 20

knots.
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LCDR - Okay, so uh do you recall at what time

you came up in speed?

No sir.

LCDR Beginning of the watch, middle of the

watch, end of the watch?

It was somewhere between the mi%@le of
&
the watch. It definitely was the first hour or t@&o Um,

we were still doing RHIB Ops. So, I would sagé‘somewhere
between the midwatch and approaching the %ﬁé:@f watch.

> P
LCDR Okay. All right %q&how was uh
\Q/
communications up on the Bridge? W@sth, was it a noisy
> 8
watch with you know lots of ac%y&ggf’g01ng on? What was,

put it -- try to set the en@?&p}nent for us as to what was

%
<
kind of going on. b ’Q\Q

_ L!gl,\gﬁ was probably like, probably in

the middle of tha%@o"‘@i’n we have a lot of new Boatswain
%e

Mates, so whergs!}gﬁy got loud or the conversation got off
topic I'd ]:aéé;@e one to tell them to quiet down or grab
folks a@g téll them to calm down, quiet down.

Q'QLCDR - Who was the uh loockout at the, for,
for your watch?
Back aft. I don't remember.

LCDR- Okay. 8o, uh, is there, is there only

one lookout on the Bridge?

There’s only one Lookout,
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LCDR Okay. And it’s the Aft Lookout? No

one dedicated up front?

No sir, it's just the officers and the

Boatswain Mate of the Watch.

LCDR Okay, so fair to say that you all feel

that you’re the Lookout? The Boatswain Mate of tge Watch,

the Conn, JOOD, OOD are all performing as Look@?ts?
0

&
Yes sir. \\
AN

Anything uh nctewq§f§$§durlng the

watch? Any uh contacts that were tg}uh§ﬁass close to

=
(]
o
=

board? §$ Qa

No sir. b?

LCDR

Whif\ \gﬁ what’s the Bridges

reporting requlrement%gtgf%he Commanding Officer per
’0&\

standing orders fogbc@ﬁtacts’

Y‘

Um, report any contact with the CPA

within 3 nay tical miles. Call him at 5 nautical miles or
Q (
between‘§%<ﬁhnutes before the contact CPA is.
th Does the uh, CO standing orders

s§§c1fy requirements for filling out MOBOARDS?

Um, no. It just says um, com -- work a

MOBCARD with Combat.

LCDR Whose responsibility would it be to

work a MOBARD with Combat?

The Junior Officer of the Deck.
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LCDR Junior QOfficer of the Deck? So it'd

be one of your responsibilities?

Yes sir.

LCDR What other responsibilities does the

Junior Qfficer of the Deck have?

Maintain Comms between engineeripg and
O
. X

Combat. Um, it was before Commander - toolg&:omand

\
to um call and report to him and also start qyé contact

L
-&
report. S
& &
LCDR - At any point in t%ﬁe@&ld you fill out
I &
9
a contact report in preparation for%ﬁ%@bntact you thought
¢ 8
you might have to notify the chuﬁagﬁ'\lng QfEficer of?
&
650‘9
LCDR - Was & gﬁe any calls to the Commanding

o 0
Officer during your w‘g\%@b uh to, to report a contact? And

how was it uh VlSJ@ofJ@\t}' wise at night? Try to set the

scene for us ugt. d@rk background lighting, heavy traffic?
*

All those t&pe;s of descriptors.,

It was very dark. Um, a little bit of

fog.% There was some points where we couldn’t tell um what
kind of contact we were looking at. Um, lighting =-- it was
in between. At some points you could actually see and some

you couldn’t. I used the big eyes a lot.

LCDR - Where are the big eyes located?
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Um, when you walk on the bridge wing

you step up, it’s right above the Captain’s chair on the
bridge wing.

LCDR Is that available on both port and

starboard sides?

Both port and starboard.

Q
o
X
LCDR And how about the radar? 5ﬁbw was the
\0
radar performing that night? é\\

Ny
The radar sucked. \Eﬁ% =>_
SR

()

CAPTAIN Which radar? 95 S
\\Q‘ X

_ That was the @%&}\ The one located on
Q

the starboard side by the Ca)@%;}@s chair.

CAPTAIN - Mm- hqﬁ &
Sos b there were a lot of contacts
B -

Q
that um we would sge @ﬁht was not on the radar. Um,

N

occasionally u%ﬁ ﬁﬁe . but um that wasn’t even showing

the contactgo tg-}t we were seeing.

LCE@_ Um, so you’re saying the image return
é N\

on tg.‘é 73 radar was poor. Uh, did you contact anybody

aﬁgut the poor image? Uh, if you were to contact somebody
what would be the procedures for that?

_ So we would um contact CIC, let them
know what’s going on, and um CIC would basically go out to

CSMC te talk to the CSOOW and get someone up there.

Alpha Transcription 678-646-5330




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Audio transcription -_ 14

LCDR - And uh, no uh passing of that

information down to CIC that you were dealing with a poor

image on the 73 radar?

CAPTAIN - So, I didn't catch it because I had my

head down. The answer to the question, did anybody from

o
the Bridge call to try to get the 73 corrected, gﬁe answer
gg
was no. \°
. - Aﬂ
Right sir. §§‘5
RS
CAPTAIN Okay. 95 &
N 4
Q ; :
LCDR Do yocu recalléﬁ%S%ny point in time
P o
during your watch that you had nagyh maneuver Fitzgerald in
@'sQ
order to avoid contacts? % 6@‘
b
_ Thatew‘a\§ when we were um skipping the
‘Q
waypoints. Those wemé Qﬁe uh only um, the only I could

e’ \%
recall. I remembgéba& one point during the watch we were
&

coming brlght hgg continued to come bright.

LCDR Uh, how many times have you been in on

"
this trgﬁ%sit? You personally being on watch at the time

Sb'
Q<
trafsiting through the area?

CAPTAIN - Either inbound or outbound?

CAPTAIN - Just in general? 1It’s your third FDNF

ship, so.
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I would say maybe three. Usually um,

during the time before sea and anchor um I'm never on the
bridge. I'm either standing (inaudible - 00:22:44).

LCDR Are you familiar with uh, with traffic

separation schemes throughout the area?

Yes sir.

Q
,;\0

Uh, could you indicate fQ§&me where
O
the traffic separation schemes are? QSQ
Q,
So it starts back nggﬁ‘usually at top

LCDR

right here, um it continues on thro&@% &ere -- right here,

Q
LCDR - Okay so one{'@catlon was for Tokyo
Q A\

N
Wan entrance and the other b%ﬂn'

k @ﬁﬁy
B
LCDR - %@ﬁ(%ythinq in particular of note?

Do you know how thgit, &’hat lays out? It’s not on this

&
current chart ngdﬁﬁythlng of particular note as far as
Q\
partlc.xpatlm}n that scheme?
Q N

When you say particular note what do
you‘yhan?
Q" CAPTAIN - If you were to draw the schemes in

with the pencil where would you draw those in?

_ Where would I start? Um, I would start

it here, maybe uh left right here with the buoys, and then

start going diagonally into there.
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LCDR- Yeah. Thank you. Uh, anything uh

besides skipping waypoints and trying to get ahead of PIM?

Uh out of ordinary with regard to this watch?

CAPTAIN - Okay Ms. -, uh a few more

questions for ya from me. So, um, how long you beeg on

,;\0
Fitz? s@
‘0&
S
Nine months, sir, >
LY &
CAPTAIN So you, you reportad\,}@}%ﬂ%at would
R
O
that be Q>V$
N
S
Yes sir. ¢ O
[E=—— S
CAPTAIN Okay. Sobﬁ§2$§3hip was in the dock or
&
was in SRA at the time whendg%u§rep0rted?
S

AR
Yes AN
59%@

X
6§%€§%ll of your relevant underway time

CAPTAIN
2 B

has been uh in 20 ht?
: \%l; ’@Slg

Yes sir.

CAPTATHN
D> A\ :
your 0QD qual and what ship?

>

Okay. Um, were -- when did you get

£
C

I got my 00D qual on USS Denver.

CAPTAIN Okay. And what was your job on

Denver?

I was the NP DIVO.

CAPTAIN Okay. And then you left there and

went to Mustin?
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Yes sir.

CAPTAIN What were you on Mustin?

The FCO.

CAPTAIN Okay. How much Bridge watch did you

stand on Denver? A lot? A little? Average?

Average.

QO
\\Q

Okay. How about on Mustip?
¢
I thought, I thought tQ@% s how much

\

did you say? How much I stood on Mustu@?‘%p
N
Yeah how much QQB.@&d you stand on

CAPTAIN

CAPTAIN

Mustin or did you spend most of @Sugftlme down in Combat?

I spent Qﬁ&g§5f my time down in Combat.

Okay gﬁd since reporting to Fitz
é

CAPTAIN -
@

what’'s been -- you, yg¢v§$id you stood some watch officer,

you stood some Joag>a¢§ maybe some Conn. What’s been the
& B

split 50/50 Brkgﬁe§&zc7

I was one month on the Bridge and all
in C€IC a§ Qﬁt WO for a year.

édi‘z?-‘ﬁ“T.ﬁ;IM - All right. So, this most uh on the
nfﬁht of the collision you had, you had been about a month
the Bridge as JOOD at that point?

Yes sir.

CAPTAIN Okay. Everything else prior to that

was down, down in CIC?

Yes sir.
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CAPTAIN - Okay. All right. Um, so you talked
about the 73 not working tco well for you that night. Can
you explain what was the degradation?

_ Not exactly sir. Um, the OOD used the
radar. Me and the Conning Officer would go te the bridge

wing and just verify.

Q
&
CAPTAIN - So, w-were, uh, were you peg&onally
S
operating the ARPA or not? >

&

& &
_ When we were doing, gﬁi’%g@the RHIB. So

when we let the RHIB go and we broughtﬁﬁh@“ RHIB back I was

\
using the ARPA. When we got out bq&w@n the middle of
N
watch I stopped using it to go aﬁng#”fde and look at the
o @‘1&&
contacts. .
é’\%\o

¥ W&
CAPTAIN - Oka&o. o on, on the transit portion

you know you left thef?ﬂ@? and you were heading south on the
N
transit portion uQ‘*qﬁrQﬁ were not using the ARPA the 00D was?

&
Is that correc&sﬁ ]°

CF&??AI& - Okay. Did you trade off with her at

al l%r was it her on the ARPA the whole time?

_ I just came back and reported what I

saw, sir.
CAPTAIN - Okay. Was there, were there any other

degradations to equipment on the bridge? Any issues with
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_ Not that I know of, sir.
CAPTAIN - Okay. Do you know if the - with
the 67 video was ever used?
_ During that night?
CAPTAIN - Mm-hmm.

Q
Q
>
CAPTAIN You don’t know or it wasn@ used?
0
‘ ; v\
_ I don't remember, sir. é
\\ \\
S
CAPTAIN - Okay. How about u.l@? A% issues with
\\]Q
AIS? \z 4\\

_ AIS? I don’ g,x“ 1eve s0 sir.

CAPTAIN Okay. Lg? o?l on, in your watch team

on that night who, who waqéc gs?ng AIS? 1Is that part of your
&

duties as JOOD or doe z% body else use the AIS?
&

-@“‘Ex&rybody uses the AIS, sir.
\\\

CAPTAIN Okay. Um, how about bridge-to-bridge?

Were there‘\é&y%éssues with the bridge-to-bridge radio?
* No sir.
87;i’.‘fzilkazﬁ\.IN Do you recall hearing just the
st%ndard kind of background noise drone of traffic on, on
1672

CAPTAIN - Okay. Did, did you guys on your watch
team ever make a bridge-to-bridge call, try to hail

somebody?
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Just the RHIB, sir.

CAPTAIN Okay. But during the transit?

No sir.

CAPTAIN Okay. Any issues with navigation
lights?
No sir.
>
. N
CAPTAIN So on and bright? CS?
5O
On and bright sir. *9
Q,

CAPTAIN

Okay. Um, our under%ﬁ%ﬁﬂing is the CO
and XO laid below after RHIB Ops, prob§glggaround 2300 or

so. Um, did you ever see them comgﬁgdﬁk to the Bridge

QQ
after they laid below prior to mﬁe&tolllslon’
@*s9
\S

CAPTAIN - Oka&y ‘ﬁo your knowledge did they ever
go to CIC after tl’aat""*‘z“\zgi'Q
&
§3ybe the Captain. I don’t remember it
being called, @utﬁmest likely Engineering because we had an

& &7
Englneerlqg§i§$pectlon the following day.

CJ—EE“?AIE - Okay. Um, so in acceordance to the
Capékln s Standing Orders what’s the thresheold for
reporting a CPA? CPA range?

S0, any contact that with a CPA of 3

nautical miles that’s when we report.

CAPTAIN - Okay. So 6,000 yards. So was that

standard in effect that night on the transit or was there a
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different standard that’d been arranged between the Q0D and
the Captain? Do you know?

With. I think everyone was going off

of what he put since he took over. If there’'s any contacts
with um a CPA within 1,000 nautical miles -- no that was

get off track. I'm sorry. No, there was no dlffgrence
o
>

CAPTAIN No difference? Okay so §§&far as you

were concerned on that night, the CPA repo§§ing threshold
S
was 6,000 yards. e§? <

Yes sir. O
3

CAPTAIN Who makes Q@Q’hi@%ﬁ: reports to the
Captain? $ﬂ§9
QY

The 0@?{&8: of the Deck.

CAPTAIN - @&l\‘} Did the Officer of the Deck
make any contact ggpg@fs after Boat Ops, during the
transit, leadlgg qp\;o the collision?

No sir.

CA Uh, did you, did you take any ships

1ns%§h of 6,000 vards during the transit?

& -
Vessels? Yes sir.

CAPTAIN Okay. How many wcould you say?

Two. Two sir.

CAPTAIN So during the transit you, you toock

you’ re saying two that ycu know of, vessels, that were

inside 6,000 yards?
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— Yes sir, they were right on the edge,

CAPTAIN - Okay. And no, and again no contact

sir.

reports made toc the Captain?

CAPTAIN - Okay. So, do you recall any ug what
,;\0
I’11 call it close call? Uh, uh, where the Fit§§£ook a

\0
vessel well inside of 6,000 yards either, ei r with the
\Q' AA
knowledge of the 00D or, or 1nadvertentlx§s

During my watch? &Q ,@
¥y &

PR
CAPTAIN - Mm—hmm. Duri@ ¢he midwatch.

s»

CAPTAIN - Okay. @o&QUh, I just want to be clear

that we understand your §D%§>1n Surface Contact Management.
D
You, ycu said that uhfw@%% this particular 00D on this
e. &
particular watch @h‘g%u didn’t spend a lot of time

operating the‘éhgﬁ So you weren’'t personally uh managing
and monltoﬁ.g@ ?‘.he 73 radar. So what was your role in
Surfacq§%ontact Management? And, and put it in in the
coné§:£ of there’s an 00D, there’s a JOOD, you, and there’s
a Conning Officer. How did you guys work together to
manage surface contacts and where did you fit into that

specifically?

50, the Conning Officer is new. We

were on the bridge wing loocking at contacts, basically
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going back to 00D, this is what lights I see, this is what
I see, this is where this contact is moving. So, going
over bearing drift, going over where the -- what the
contact bared to us. That’s the things that, that’s what

we were doing.

CAPTAIN - Okay. Were you working withothe
O
N
Conning Officer or were you separated? <s?
: : S
_ Working with the Connl@ Officer. We
didn’t separate until the, & little bxt§ﬁg§bre the
)
& O
collision. $§>$&
DR
CAPTAIN

Okay. So‘§§i§§ﬁys were together. It
sounds like you were providiqgﬁgﬁbrsight and probably
& &

3 s PR
training? &0

CAPTAIN

So your uh, your role in

»

Surface Contaggéﬁsﬁ%gement that night was primarily visual?
WV

Yes sir.
Q

czag&‘%@

feeggﬁtk loop between you and the Conn as, as visual

Okay. How would you characterize the

Q
10bkouts and the 0OOD who is managing the, the radar plot?
It was well.
CAPTAIN It was good Comms?

Yes sir.

CAPTAIN So give us an example of you know what

that might sound like. So let’s say you’re standing on the
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starboard bridge wing, you're trucking along, and you see
uh, uh a light at 045 relative coming over the horizon.

You see a masthead and a range light and you see a, a red
you know running light. So, give us an example of the kind
of report you would give the COD and what you would expect

in feedback from the 00D. o
&

_ So, I would say hey there’s Q@"contact

bearing 045, there’s a red headlight, and a %ﬁtle white

&
masthead light. Um, has a left bearing d%ﬁﬁ‘) are you

tracking that on your radar? Um extheg ag& would say yes,

\
I see it, I have it right here or sﬁe@ldn't see it and

QQ
she’1ll be locking fer another Egﬁtgpor she’ 11l say okay
we’re going to stay on this, @:\g&\se or slow down, whatever
6 e
Q'
CAPTAIN - pﬁ@ You said uh, and as part of

your report you s&%&?cu d indicate bearing rate. So how,

came up that night.

how do you, ex@iaﬁn to us how you would measure bearing

‘
rate vmsual\’?%{\

i

visxﬁ'ﬁ.ly?

CAPTAIN - Bearing rate visually, yeah.

_ So, we have the, it’s over the, gosh,

on the bridge wing we have um the -- gosh I can’t think of

How would I measure bearing range

it now.

CAPTAIN - Telescopic alidade?
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CAPTAIN - T-telescopic alidade?

_ Yes. So, we'd use that. Um, we’d
point it toward the contact. Um, it has the relative
bearing and the true bearing. We use the true bearing to

report to the Officer of the Deck.

e‘\
0
CAPTAIN - Okay, so you shoot =-- thats‘ 5, that’s a
o

liner bearing. How do you, how do you detQﬁmlne -= like if
I were to tell you hey Ms. - you lq@iat%%o out, go out
and get me a, a bearing rate on thagpve&sel How would you
do that? What’s the process of g§§§$h1n1ng bearing rate?

_ Soy I wo@i\'b%ke the telescope, putting
%

around -- put it on top o{%f@s@ contact, have it leveled on
SZ‘ W
there, look down towa&d%@’f?xere it’'s sitting on top of, and

Q
give that bearing. Q,\€§

2 Q0
N
CAPTAIN n‘b So there’s -- can you determine

bearing ratSObgashootlng a single bearing?

_ Nl gy

let %c}_ sit on for a while. Then um wait a while, direct

tﬁg'{papers shuffling inaudible - 00:36:25), and then um

that’ll tell whether it has left or right-bearing drift.
CAPTAIN - Okay. You say wait a while. W-what's

uh, what’s the standard time interval that you would, you

would wait between shooting both bearings?
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_ Um, no longer than a minute. Or if I

go back in and talk to the Cfficer of the Deck, come back,
and look again.

CAPTAIN Okay. What kind of training have you

received in, in using the ARPA and the 73 radar?

Q
-\Q

X
CAPTAIN - Either formal or informal? &@"

5O
_ o0, Wwe go to the simulato&\é\. We have
XY
the ARPA there. Um, Qﬁﬁéép
QO
CAPTAIN By the 51mulatorsS$Q@»mean the BRM

\\
N
course taught here at Yokosuka? \\\‘Q\\\

L
CAPTAIN- Okay. o*‘ QN
% s&
_ m, s%r as training on Fitzgerald I

haven’t received any«fsﬁ

e
CAPTAIN ‘@may. So, how, how confident are you
oM

that you know &o@tc operate the ARPA so that you can tune

&

the radar g,‘b@mm;ze it for surface contact tracking and
S ¢ ‘

that yg&’ get the data you need, CPAs, bearings, ranges,

D
thatSkind of stuff?

CAPTAIN - Okay. How about AIS? W-what kind of

Not highly cenfident.

training if any have you received on, on AIS?
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CAPTAIN - Okay. Uh, Rules of the Road training.
What kind of training have you received onboard Fitz for
Rules of the Road?

Um, we took various Rules of the Road

test while we were um in our docking period. We got

underway, it kind of died off once every once in %vwhile.

Q
\
CAPTAIN - Who's in charge of Rule o&\ the Road
\0
training for the, for the ship? Do you knq@k
v 43

The Navigator and t@é

CAPTAIN Okay. I'm gongﬁ?x$~m gonna ask you to

explain um some uh Rules of Roig~éqﬁﬁbpts to me. What is

>
safe speed? 3 &
@' >

Safe sﬁ%ﬁ& is the speed that you are

¥
capable of going to a%ﬁiqfﬁm cellision, sir.

¢
O

ay. How about uh, what is a meeting

CAPTAIN

S0

situation? N
SAPS
&

Meeting situation is where um two
vessels§§%s§§%ead of each other so much as they could see
theé&ﬁ'starboard running light, port running light, and um
m£§ihead light.

CAPTAIN Okay. What do the rules say about the

responsibility between vessels in that situation?

Um, they’'re both to um turn starboard

pass port-to-port,

CAPTAIN Okay. How about a crossing situation?
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_ For um in crossing situation? Um,

basically where —- basically when two vessels are crossing
the one that um has it on the, has a contact on their
starboard side is the give-way vessel and they give way to

the contact ahead that has the port running light on their

side.
&
X
CAPTAIN - Okay. What does give-way lg&ﬁc like in
S
that situation? What, what are your cptzons M accordance
&
to the Rules of the Road? \‘}%G’%é
O
_ Um, you slow down @\} &ou can um turn
‘% )
starboard, sir. \‘ O
QQ Q
CAPTAIN - Okay. Uh bn%t.@&sen the Rules of the

,@
Road and the Captain’s Stand§ng&brders uh is it ever okay

to turn left to avoid a gbaﬁ%ct’

R

e O
CAPTAIN @n the night of the collision on your

watch, what wa§ tﬁe quality of communications between
Bridge and % You know as a CIC Watch Officer who'd been
standiy§§he@w3tch recently you have a good sense of Fitz's
Comﬁgfvwatch organization right?

_ Yes sir.

CAPTAIN - So, uh, how would you characterize it
uh, was it good Comms was there a steady flow of backup
information? Was Combat providing proper backup to the

Bridge or was it silence on the net? Something in between?
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Something in between. There wasn’t

much communication, sir.

CAPTAIN Okay. Did Combat provide any reports

to the Bridge on vh surface contacts for the purpose of
contact avoidance and CPA management during the watch?

A few, Not much.

\\
;&\0

CAPTAIN Okay. And, I forget if Q§&already
Q)

&
asked the question, but uh so who's responqﬁhle for doing
. S
MOBOARDS on the Bridge? S
Q\a
The Junior Offigﬁgwa% the Deck, sir.
» &

CAPTAIN

i\
Okay. Anqj§$3§90u do any MOBOARDS

, ) s . &
that night after the trans;tsﬁtgf%ed?
S

X
\2

CAPTAIN Sc talk to us about your

QO
relationship uh ngﬁ\éﬁé other two officers. So, uh, uh

N
right?  _Mr.J ?

P

S

Yes sir.

O
CABFAIN
] Q@Q
firg§§§ualified Conn watch. He completed a JQR, right?
&

So new Conn. I think it’s, it’s his

@
7

Yes sir.

CAPTAIN So he's new. Um, you had been

standing JOOD for about a month, right?

Yes sir.

CAPTAIN You had -- had you, had you ever stood

watch with him before?
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_ No sir, that was my first watch.

CAPTAIN - Okay. Had you ever stood watch with
the 00D?

Yes sir.

CAPTAIN Okay. How, how many watches would you

say you’ve stocod with her? N
o \Q

Q)
I've stood watch with her tqgﬁweeks

R

when I first started and then one week back %paerway I was
& &

on her watch team again. She had SW Ope%@%ﬁs, so I got

put with someone else. > 6§
&
CAPTAIN - Ckay, so thatex Fs probabla = T
@) \

gonna just estimate that’s pro%ﬁﬁl@?what 20 watches?
@
CAPTAIN - Roug@nw
-

4
CAPTAIN c@hat you stood watch with her? OCkay.

Um, so how was§tn§ communication between the three of you
that nlghtZ‘\zﬁ’e;e you guys clicking? Uh, was there a
steady &d‘rum\beat of Comms back and forth amongst you guys?
Was %E, was it, was it, were you not communicating very
well? Was there not much to talk about? How was your guys
communication?

Um, a lot of gcod communication with

the Conning officer, Officer of the Deck. Um, it was good

but um at times it was kind of slow. There would be some
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times where you’'d stop and it was like hey what are we
doing, what are we doing again? Where are we going again?
That, that was about all that there but there wasn’t any
quietness on the bridge or anyocne avoiding each other.
CAPTAIN - To your knowledge were there any
personal issues be -- among the three of you? PN

s‘\Q

CAPTAIN - Were you aware of any @ssues uh

S
between the 00D uh, uh and the CO? Cﬁgée
\50
No sir. & (“e
F&

CAPTAIN

And the oocnérqs\the X0?
S
No sir. % &
& éy

CAPTAIN - Senig g@tch officer?
§ z

5
%@‘s 45

CAPTAIN @kay So when did you, when did you

\

N
personally get R:Lg@t hand situational awareness of motor
\\

vessel Crysgél% The collision vessel?
S

Q
<O
_ When I left the Conn on the starboard

br;%gé wing and left to go out on the port on my own. I
re%orted back to - that um hey did --
CAPTAIN - - the 0OD?
She’s the 00D.
CAPTAIN - Okay.
_ I reported back to the 00D and said

that you have a contact on that starboard side.
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CAPTAIN - Okay. And then what?

CAPTAIN - Walk, walk us through your actiocns and

you know up until the collision.

1500-yard CPA behind us. And I told her this doesn;ﬁ look
X
N

like a 1500-yard CPA behind us. So, I got back,@? looked

She said she’'s um tracking it as uh

G\

up in the big eyes and the contact split be:.r@?that there
"\\ ﬁ

was the Crystal was close to us and anothg? e that was

moving ahead um. I came back in and t@ﬁc@%he Officer of
S

the Deck to come look at it becausq{ék&\\doesn t look like
®

that. Um, she came, she looke%‘bﬁ I told her we gotta
o &
slow down. Um, she said we. @ag@t slow down because it"ll
&“ \e,
make the situation wors%é‘ , I walked back, asked where

the Conning Officer ,g'as@SbI screamed for -, um he

& B
finally showed upQ é@% was en route of the bridge. She
(Q &
told him to ugo&sgéed up to 25 knots. Um, I told her no,

&
and she w "ke we're speeding up 25 knots. Um, the Helm,
ao‘

um jus‘gg,\sat there. Um, the Boatswain Mate of the Watch
cameri)ehind and um she was still trying to make the repeat
backs um as they had 25 knots and he told her to just put
it on 25 knots. She put it on 25 knots, and we started
moving. Um, she took the Conn before, before the 25 knots

call was taken. Um, we sped up to 25 knots, and she told
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him to make a um left full rudder, and before um they
turned the rudder, the ship hit us.

CAPTAIN - Okay. So, can you go up on the, on
the white board there and uh draw for us, show Fitz, and
the, and it sounds like there were two —-- you thought there
was one but there ended up being two different vessels?

. O
~N

3
CAPTAIN - Sc can you give us a %ﬁphic

Y &
\
representation of what that looked llkqféQﬁﬁH whatever

Q
other information you can £fill in, céﬁqgés, and speeds, and
g
O
distances if you, if you recall? ong

QQ

starte seeing a re ight. m,

N ;oo d sighe. 0
Q

that’s when I went back 1nﬁ%§é pilot house, and then when I
& e
came back I looked in ghe&blg eyes, um --
Q

CAPTAIN ‘ @fg you go, did you have a sense of
N

& N
the range at tha@ ?81nt?
» S

No sir.

CAP@%@ Okay.

h I saw a big white light come from
b

bekind and then saw another red light.

CAPTAIN - Okay. So go ahead and talk us through
it again with, with, with the picture.

_ So um, the Fitz was driving up. 0Um,
came to the port bridge wing, saw this contact with the red

light, came back --
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CAPTAIN - Port, port or starboard bridge wing?

_ The starboard.
CAPTAIN - Okay.
_ Sorry. I came to starboard originally,

um saw the contact, saw a red light, came back in and asked

the Officer of the Deck um did she have anything onothis

. O
; ; p N
contact on the starboard side, did she see it. &gﬁs, she
Q
said yes she saw it, um it was going to crosg\%ehmd us at

\Qa
1500 yards. I came back, looked, and 5az§«‘1§"doesn't look

like it’s going to cross us behind at thQ&" yards. Um, then
I saw the contacts split. I walkeogé k inside and told
her to come lock at it. She cgﬁg@gd looked at it. I
suggested we slow down. Sh% s&ﬁi‘d we couldn’t slow down, um
it would make the Sltuat$0\{k}WDrSE. She came back in, um we
were looking for the qﬁ?\x@ﬁ:ng Officer. The Conning Officer
finally came. Umq‘* séb‘%ﬂcalled, she took the Comm and called
orders ahead‘ @zu::ts Um, Helm froze. Boatswain Mate of
the Watch &%e\'s over to help. We started speeding up, and
she caé\%% u}I left full rudder, and before he turned we got
hitsS

CAPTAIN - Okay. From the time you gained visual

initially until the collision, how much time do you think

went by?

_ About 10 minutes.
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CRAPTAIN Minutes? So, 5 minutes, 10 minutes,

20 minutes?

10 minutes, sir.

CAPTAIN 10 minutes. Okay. You're confident

there were two ships?

Yes sir. I'm positive.

Q
o
0’
CAPTAIN What makes you think therq?were two
\0
ships? 50

°

4
Because I saw a blg@iéght after this.

When I first went =-- when I came ba%ﬁeo&% there was one

right here, I saw the red that w@é‘éSE Crystal, and then I

saw this big white light com%ﬂg ﬁ%om behind the Crystal.
CAPTAIN - Okay& \g@d you ever see two, two port

é

running lights cor jus§§tgg cme‘>

N

Q
mq@tt the one.
o
CAPTAIN Okay. So, if you go back and play

that again gﬁ §§CQrdance to the Rules of the Road and the

& &
2 O Q
Captain€§i§§énding Orders, what would the proper response
QS
have$ﬁ%en in this situation?

Q
< The proper response would have been to

call the Captain. Um =-=-

CAPTAIN Anything else?

Slow down and wait it out until the

Captain came on the bridge.
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CAPTAIN Okay. What else do the Rules of the

Road say you can do?

Um --

CAPTAIN To avolid a collision?

You can turn starbeoard.

CAPTAIN Okay.

S§

LIEUTENANT And just to clarify lt gﬁe more
time. Which one is the Crystal =-- which one%;ﬁ
Q°
O

This is the Crystal. 5»§9

And 100% sure&%h@& one hit you?
N ¢

That the one forward was the one §g$§§§truck?

(O \

LIEUTENANT

S
»
& §

CAPTAIN - 0, SO a@?\g@ do you think was going on?

Yes.

What do you think happeng& ghere between those two vessels?
‘v

Let, let’s say that tﬁegﬁ were two right? Uh, why do you
&

think you cnly sawf%h% one that you think is Crystal?

Because they were, I guess this one was

behind thliogge
c;.gn%m |

my ﬁﬁrds Crystal was visually masking the other vessel?

Okay. Seo, Crystal would’ve been, in

Yes sir,.

CAPTAIN Okay. And, at some point they

separated, and that’s where you, that’s when you saw the
second vessel?

Yes sir.
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CAPTAIN - Okay.
LCDR - So, in that uh image that you’ve

depicted for us, why do you think that the 00D thought that
slowing down would’ve made the situation worse? Were you
aware of any other wvessels around you that by slowing down

would’ve caused the situation to occur? .

3
0
There were contacts in th{& area.

\
Go ahead, go ahead an@}draw em.
"\\
There was vessels qﬁégﬁhere that we

LCDR

previously avoided. Um, there were aqorw coming down our

S
' SR
port side. (}S 8§
CAPTAIN - Could yrg;? R& the speed leaders on so
we could, so we’'re clear @\ﬂe direction you think they're
SZ‘ \@
going? Q
Q &

LCDR éhy uh contacts that you’re aware of
\\N
on your starbo%&d o@lde"
i

There were some but they were far away.
They wenﬁhQﬁ’near us.
a3 ¢
éc'l‘f’i%?'l‘!lslhl - Okay. So, you, you indicated that the
Oéﬁ said uh that uh the CPA was going teo be 1500 yards to
the stern of Fitz right?

Yes sir.

CAPTAIN So that would’ve put you crossing

ahead of that motor vessel right?

Yes sir.
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CAPTAIN - Okay. Dec you know, do you know how
the OOD determined that the CPA was going to be at stern of

Fitz?

_ She said she saw it on the radar.

CAPTAIN - Okay. Any cther questions about the

diagram? OQkay. Won’t you grab a seat. Thank you.
R

MR. _ I have just one, my t::aqc.‘b
o

A
CAPTAIN Mm-hmm. 6\\
N\ AA

(
MR. _ You said from t&é’ R}%e you saw
Q

the vessel until the time you were hltgga@‘blo minutes. How
\\

QQ Q\\\

_ Before I waélsﬁe@over to the bridge wing
&

I saw that it was 1:20. I 1qgﬁ%@ at VMS before I walked out

do you know it was 10 minutes?

to the other side of theab{ﬁge
N S
Q*Okay All right, so you looked

MR.
att VMS, saw the t:@o@é&and then you roughly know when you
were hit. Tha&k ¢§ou.

CAPTagﬂ
coll 151g§n"

_ By the SCC console with the Boatswain

Mate of the Watch.

MR. _ One question. Why do you think

the 00D didn’'t call the Captain?

Um, where were you at the time of the
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MR. Second question. Why didn’t you

call the Captain?

I froze.

LCDR Who uh on the Bridge team is

responsible for sounding a way, a collision alarm or

general emergency, general guarters? o
-9
N
Boatswain Mate of the Wath?
N

. $
Was the Boatswain Matg}qf the Watch

LCDR §
L &
NS ¢
ever directed to sound? )§?%§&
SN
Yes. So §§
SIS
LCDR Was the bigggggar after the collision?

S .QQ
It was affery
i

LCDR

& <
In Q§§§$§10 minutes leading up to the
&

collision was there any gonsideration that the two vessels
. &ge s
might actually coL&ud@?

A

< '\\\«

CAPTAQﬁ Well it sounds like you thought that
Q
2 O Q
you wer§§%3$hg to collide or you were, there was, in your
;Y L

mindgfhere was a clear risk of collision? Right?

Q
Ad Yes sir.

CAPTAIN You, you had suggested -- you, you

said that you suggested to the 00D that you slow down?

Yes sir.

CAPTAIN Uh, what else did you suggest?

Just that we slow down or go back full.
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CAPTAIN - Okay. Did you suggest to the 00D that

she call the Captain? Okay.

LCDR -: Okay.
Just flipping through somecgf the

LIEUTENANT -
0

notes here of different questions that came up tly’*ough

I'm sorry was that a yes or a no?

here. Um, and so I'm going all the way to t%é?back, the
\Q' AA
very beginning of the day. Uh, yocu had me)é&t&‘ﬁﬁed that you

had gotten some rest before watch. Wag t@%t actual sleep

\\Q‘Q
or just laying down doing whatever &‘g\‘i‘s that helps you to
® 8
relax? b‘b% ‘i‘oe

&
— It was a@%g@’l sleep for an hour.
LIEUTENANT -oe@%@ one hour of sleep. And we

touched upon this a l@%{gﬁe bit. Uh, were there any special
e. &
orders, any change@ t@ﬁrough night orders or verbal

communication érqﬁ the C0? Anything different from normal
& &7
given to yqﬁ%\watch of CPA, adjustment from track, any-
L E
anythir@&g;#en te your watch?
>

Not that I can remember.

LIEUTENANT - Nothing unique in the night

orders?

_ The thing that stuck ocut to the most

was the 20 knots to get ahead cf PIM.

LIEUTENANT - And why did that stick out?
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Because we were close to land.

LIEUTENAMT- So, again, you, you’ve worked in
Combat. You've done that watch, ycu know what goes on.

What is the normal discussion environment between Bridge

and CIC?

_ CIC is contacts with Surface.&\ Um,
aware of night orders, always aware of where g&\\nlght
orders are. They always get lost in Comba\tb\\ Um, anything,
any new word that was passed if somaona@%;;&ed the Captain
or if scmeone was calling the Captaﬁﬁslﬁ anybody had
anything to pass. (P\\\@S\\\Q

LIEUTENANT - so wr ¢e contacts that they see.
@
At what point do they -::alg,o ﬁt\to the Bridge and say there’s

something we're watc:m@nﬁ{\

‘v*u
CAPTAIN

different wg? CSWhat does the Captain’s standing orders say

s&:ally way ahead of time.

So 1711 ask that guestion in a

e
about thg §§hge at which CIC is required to begin tracking

6 &
surfgbe contacts? There’s a, there’s a midrange.

CAPTAIN- Okay.

LIEUTENANT - So, they are supposed to contact

way ahead that there’s this contact. Were you, were you

getting that kind of communication during the watch on the

11ch?
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_ Not from Combat.

LIEUTENANT - Do you remember any information

from Combat that night?

_ I had orders down here, so I sent the

Boatswain Mate of the Watch to come pick it up.

CAPTAIN - I just want to add on to that.o So,
Q
R
so, overall from, from the time you left the Sag@ﬂl Wan

\

after Boat Ops until the collision. How man%\uh how many
Q°
O

surface vessels would you say you guys he@%%vs}?ual on over

the course of that transit? Just klndb\sf@ﬁn total,
\\

0
SN
o‘@

. e

&

caeran [N Pardon@s*‘ \0‘
¥

. Q .q\f’
B

CAPTAIN - J.\ , five visual of five vessels
Q

ballpark?

total? o

Ny
At least five big vessels, sir.
Okay. Um, is it, is it fair to say

that l}‘é@you got visual then it’s within the radar horizon

of &e . 677
_ If I have a visual, it should be on the

radar as well. Is that fair?

CAPTAIN - Okay.
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LIEUTENANT - How about visual of smaller
vessels? There’s some fishing vessels that you guys
dodged?

_ Not all the time.

LIEUTENANT - If you had to toss out a number of

how many you may have seen.

X
X
LIEUTENANT - That night. &\‘\
K Y
W ¢
_ I can’t remember. \@‘5’ <
& &
LIEUTENANT - Because, SQQQS@ I'm just trying to

connect different things that wg'%eQ@eard today. Because

you, you said you may have sebéh ~I’~°_Lve large vessels, I have
& &
five large vessels on tha%i@rt right there. You alsc

said that on a range %4? k\\%o 10 that this was a 7 or 8 in

e &

-~ 4
terms of traffic. < \\6
O

*There were a lot of fishing vessels

that ru.ght \Hgﬁ many fishing vessels I can’t recall.

LIE&?@@.NT Okay. All right.

_ Let me uh get back to this. Now

yo% said that you told the OOD to call the Captain?

_ I suggested we slow down.
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MR. _ You said, you suggested we slow

down. All right. So you know thecugh, per the standing

orders you should, she should’ve called the Captain?

MR. _ Okay. So, of the watches you’ve

stood has there been any other re -- any other instgm:es
X
. X
where the Captain should’ve been called and he ﬁ?ﬁn’t?
O

3

KXY

LIEUTENANT - You mentioned thaf tfere were a
R 0%

couple of times where something may ncgclr,@?ve shown up on

¥
radar. Um a couple of questicns o@%&ﬁt. What, what is
[OR\.
the blind spot on the radar oréa%g@ﬁ?e where maybe it

x&

5 .S
It v well? & <O
doesn’t pick up very wel é%«§“

;¥ & .
— i be@s&s@ the, the starboard side
>

; 5 N
between amidships ands® aft.
P @%{z&

LIEUTENANT And, 1is that the uh 73 or the 677

“ The 73.
AT

- And are there any spots where you
)
Q¢
know i@@%here's a certain range, perhaps, that maybe
>

N
ves§gls just don’t get picked up as well, just if they
enter this area they don’'t show up?

_ I can't remember. I just know on one

of the sides of the ships um we have a blind spot we can’t

See.
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LIEUTENANT - Okay. BAnd, so what’s, what goes
on, on the Bridge if there is a visual check, a visual

vessel that you see that’s not showing up on radar?

_ We usually call down to Combat.

LIEUTENANT - Do you recall that being done

during your watch?

>
N
\0
LIEUTENANT - Bnd you did say t}&é\re were some
&
vessels that night which were not on rE\ﬁ%’g}

Q

\Q‘ ‘Q

LIEUTENANT - So no éiﬁ‘kﬁ*\were made to Combat.

What did the Bridge crew do?@b@%&\

&
> : ;
_ We wo@%\\%\vm.d the contact, either slow
¥

&
down. For the mid of duxsWatch we were going at least 14
’0&\

knots for a whlle,gmﬁdfe we picked up speed. So, we
started off slgﬁ‘z&;@‘gtowards the end of our watch mid-end
we started g&q&}ng up speed to come back to 20 knots to get
ahead. \B\\

WO
t\&%zl-:u'rEz:umT - So a decision was made on the

Bftdge of how to adjust the course or speed based on the

visual that you had seen?

CAPTAIN - So is it alsoc based on, on the

description you just gave us, that the 00D of the Bridge is
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maneuvering to avoid contacts without calls to the
Commanding Officer?

CAPTAIN - You were maneuvering for contact

avoidance and while doing that the Captain never got a

phone call to let him know that you were maneuverln% to

\\0
avoid contacts. &&‘V
5\0
CH
.\Q\ Q0
CAPTAIN - Okay. S
é 0%
LIEUTENANT - I believe you@a@&i this but I just
N
wanted to highlight again. Uh, no .ﬁok@ards were done on

N

the Bridge? 6"? q}\

&
— No Moboaﬁg&here done, sir.

LIEUTENANT QJ ’Qoboards were done in CIC?
24}

_ Ng\n@ﬁere done in CIC.

CAPTAIN Q‘l‘o be clear, you didn’t get any

comunications&%‘gﬁm CIC that Mobecard solutions were done?
S

None sir.

Q'[PHONE RINGING LOUDLY IN BACKGROUND]

LIEUTENANT - And, you mentioned before that
there were several vessels, which had been close to that
6,000-yard boundary of when the CO needs to be contacted.
What would you say was the closet any of those vessels had

come to the Fitzgerald?

Alpha Transcription 678-646-5330




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

13

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Audio transcription - ||| G 47

_ Some of them right at the edge of the

3-nautical mile, well only 2, um like right at the age of
the 3-nautical mile order.
LIEUTENANT - Did you ever bring up the idea of
doing a Moboard?
Q

\\0

LIEUTENANT - So clearly, I mean w}k&? you saw
this visual contact off to your, to your s@érbcard side, um
V x)
that was you know when you brought up t@hgﬁihere was a

concern and you communicated that tg§%ﬁ& Q0D, is that
environment welcomed onboard thg @@gerald"

%.QQ

LIEUTENANT - @@\ 1f you have a concern you can

6 \%

bring it up?
Q Q
& O
s Y.

3

LIEUTENANQ Do you feel that extends up the
chain of cogﬁa§§ as well to the XO and CO?
Yes.

é&fIEUTENANT - Have there been other times, other
sf%uations where you had a concern that you did bring it up

for, to be addressed?

Does this involve bridge or any?

LIEUTENANT - Watch, ship, Ops, Admin, anything.

I never hold off. I always tell them,

LIEUTENANT - Honesty is the best policy?
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_ Hconesty’s the best policy.

LIEUTENANT - Do you think you’ve had any

repercussions because of that?

_ To be honest when I speak my mind and
other people try to I guess get low or get back at me I
don’t even notice. I'm toc busy taking care of my %uys

LIEUTENANT - So you said you were woq&?lng with

the Conn and going from bridge wing to brxdgz&v‘ﬁ.ng checking
out for visual contacts. Uh, is there a %é?tsia‘?.n pattern
that you fcllow? Uh, gec here;, go therg. @& back to here?
What, what sort of pattern do y0ﬂbgst<§§E°

B

Um, no dlr%cf g&ttern It just
happened that night we had a@“zg@ of contacts con our port

side. So we were on theeﬁagﬂ side mostly.
o

LIEUTENANT \ﬁgo, it’s just try to focus where

the, the majority%@ofo&\he contacts are?
NS (@

Yes
LIEUTR

%ll‘lg- Do you know if, if you’re spending
éQ @)

a lot Qf* tzme on the port does the 00D go cover to the
b
stafboard or does she tend to stay in one location?

She tends to stay in one location.

LIEUTENANT - Is that center line?

Yes sir. At least one person stays on

the Bridge.
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LIEUTENANT - So, could you put a time, a period
of time where the starboard side maybe wasn’t being
watched?

Uh probably starting at 0115, 0100.

LIEUTENANT - 10 minutes?
_ About 10, 2C minutes. PN

Q
N
LIEUTENANT - Is there any point wl-g»i}e you feel,

given the radar issues, and the fact that $ﬁur == there’'s a
v»
lot of vessels on the port side that ma@bgﬁ%omethlng

could’ve slipped by on the starboar@ggﬁ&e that maybe

something got closer to the vess§&4@$hn you realized?

o N e

5?0\9

No.
A®
20kay.
LCDR q {ﬁ“d at any point, in the 10 minutes

leading up jus S@Dre the collision had occurred, any time
\

during therged

\
signals @»r@&\ any of the ships?

LCDR Any light signals?

_ No light signals or anything.

CAPTAIN - So you didn’t see any flashing light

you get any radic calls or any sound

coming from the uh collision vessel?

No sir.
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LCDR And again, what was your first

indication? Was it just picked up on one of your scans or
was there scmething that drew your attention to --

Of the —-

LCDR Of the Crystal.

I just decided to walk on the sgarboard
>

bridge wing. é‘&
&
Was the Conn with ygﬁg

LIEUTENANT -
\Q' AA

No, he stayed on thqu@5§551de

MR. — You guys gom% rway on a
ok

southerly track, you had multiple Qﬁb%@cts that were closer
o

than standing orders ba31callyegﬁh§w for. At one peoint in
\‘5 R
time did you feel like you @r@ﬁ t comfortable with that
§$€§
‘\'o
‘ﬁn@ﬁxd you feel uncomfortable? Or is

situation?

CAPTAIN

: g%
e
that just <2 $

p
ﬂ I’ve been in Seventh Fleet for five

years. \\
R c?

CQ@TAIN - -- just how Fitz rolls?

_ No, it’s not how Fitz rolls. I guess

like it just didn’t, it didn’t freak me ocut or like there

were a lot, but I knew we would get through them. I didn’t
freak out or -- I don't know. I guess I just wasn‘t

thinking that night or went into shock.
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LIEUTENANT - You had mentioned the traffic
separation schemes and talked about where their locations
are. The Fitz's course was going across those voluntary

traffic separation schemes. Is that correct?

_ Qur course was golng across them --

LIEUTENANT - As, as in like so I'm go&ng

outbound to sea. Was the Fitzgerald joining tkc% tratfilc

\
separation scheme and following traffic ou%ﬁbund from Tokyo
v»

or was it coming across the traffic, t!‘@?J %ﬁfflc lanes for
Q
outbound and inbound traffic? Q)\

\\Qa Q

‘Q
_ We were Joa.n:g\'ﬁqz\‘the traffic lanes.

(o
LIEUTENANT - Areﬁg@%w&re of any point where

you may have been cr0551nq§t§8 traffic lane?

é \@
-

LIEUTENANT Other than your personal

knowledge, was Q‘Ee@% any training given or information
\‘ ¢
posted on thér 3
Q ’{
lane he@ @preparatlon for the, the watch?

None.
< MR. _ So, you're in an outbound

transit. I'm, I'm basically re-asking this qguestion. When

there’s an inbound lane here, outbound

you had your Nav Brief, did the Nav Brief cover your

outbound after Flight Ops?
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_ I don’'t remember it.
MR. _ S0 there was no brief, there was

a brief to get you here right? There was no brief from

here out?

I don't remember.

MR. Is it normal not to get aQNav

.\Q

Brief before that type of uh operation transit? ¢§}
&

R
I just got underway withgs?iem. We

£ &
normally do a Navigation Brief that mornmg@ Q@ 0700 as soon
o K%
as we get in. > »&Q
¥ &

. [ = ».  So, 0700 got the
> 8

word Nav Brief. We’re gonna g%@%u&'mohere, we're gonna come
over here, we're gonna do FJA“%I\Q‘ Ops. At the end of Flight

Ops you know you get thewo@ hey Nav puts it in VMS. This

o \\

is the route. Stay J@Qf@b%r right of track by so many
A

yards, go. ThereQ‘ﬁ%s’bno more than that?

S

Not that I remember from the Nav Brief.
MR. Okay. So in the times that you
were OQ§%hf§ vessel, your last vessel, and the one before
that‘was there any time where navigation, you’re getting.
underway, busy channel, land on both sides, and they didn’t
give you some type of Nav Brief of particular hazards that
you might incur on an inbound or ocutbound transit?

_ We did on my first and second ship and

the navigator always stayed until we got out.
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MR. _ Okay. So you didn’t feel that

was somewhat peculiar that you’'d leave from here and all

you got was a line on the VMS to say go that way?

_ Yes, but -—- I did but we were in a

rush. I wasn’t thinking.

MR. _ Okay. That's the, thatl\s the
X
N

situation you were in. DNow you said before tq§€ you were
O

comfortable bringing up issues. You know, &bﬁat we say in
\‘ 4‘

Homeland Security see something say som@?ﬁa}}lg So, if vyou

had an issue there, if you had an 15@%&&&1th how the 0OOD
\

was operating the vessel, if you Qﬂ@\an issue with the
P

standing orders, CPA contact§ﬁﬁ%§ being reported to the

&
Captain, at no point in tg@§§ald you think let me get on

¥
the phone. This coulddh é%lble not be safe?
07X
& >
U{ﬁ?ortunately, no I didn’t that night.

LIEUTENANT Anything else sir?

CAPTAINoh Okay Ms. - so we’'ve, we’ve
talked q§bQ§\all kinds of stuff here but it uh all comes
down&§0 one basic question. How’d this happen? How did
Ff%z come to occupy the exact same piece of ocean that
motor vessel Crystal did? How did it happen? And from
your perspective.

_ I don't know sir. ULike, I felt like I

had uh, like I could see, I could =- I probably didn’t have
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all the necessary tools, but I felt like I thought we had
everything under control at the time.

CAPTAIN - So it sounds like, based on your, on
your description and your perspective of how the events
unfolded that you know -- that you and then you notified
the 0OOD and, and uh, uh you had encugh awareness an% time
on Crystal to do the right thing to avoid coll;sg&f So
what’s your explanation for why that didn’t }&A‘Bperﬂ I'm
not assigning fault. I just want your peg@?@@éﬁ.ve on the

Q
how and the why. We know what ?‘;app&'f‘teé6 s&ight" But the

Ry
how and the why behind uh is we're W@re still working on
S o
that. > O

'@6

&
_ So, s:.ré‘ r&e‘the Senior on the Bridge.

§ e,
Um the Officer of the Degk @ the JG.

~o o
CAPTAIN -

Q& the time of -- okay I have a hard

&
personality. @m f'm not mean, but the way I speak
S
R
somatimes,&& eway I talk kind of sounds like an attitude,
S O

SO wi;E} er\I didn’t want to overstep my boundaries. At
the €ame time I was on the bridge for experience, to get
the experience to learn because I haven’t been on the
bridge for a while. I didn’t want to overstep my
boundaries, but I should’ve overstepped my boundaries, sir.
CAPTAIN - So it sounds -- I’1l, I’ll brief this

back to you and you tell me if, if I'm right. So, what I'm
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hearing is you recognized you were Senior in rank and
overall professional experience but because of your
position, your relative position on the bridge as the JOOD,

and the fact that you were new to standing bridge watch on

the Fitz, you didn’t -- you felt like that was uh a barrier
that kept you from speaking up probably soconer th%p you

,;\0
hould’ve? >
shou ve &

G\Q

_ I didn’t feel like it v@@ a barrier for
L &

making me speak up but I felt like -- Iﬁﬁggﬁi know sir. I

went into shock. I regret not speak@ggs&p, but I don't

N
know how to answer sir. I’'m 50r$§§§5

P
CAPTAIN- okay. %]@%‘\ All right. Well, so we

ask this last question oféﬁvgekbody we interview. Um, you
know you and your sh{gmhgf% experienced uh a hell of an
ordeal that nlghténgﬁﬁgke collision, with the damage
control effortsqﬁocégve the ship and get her stable. Uh
you know, kﬁst some shipmates, 7 killed as a result of

o S
this. Qg,<§1ght1ng to get her back into port, get her

plerwﬁijé}uh and uh you know my understanding is that you
gﬁ?ﬁ are starting to flow back onto the ship, you know
take, take her back over and take back ownership uh to
start, you know getting her repaired. And, I'm sure over
the course of that night into that morning the following

day you probably witnessed either personally or heard about

some of your shipmates that were particularly heroic,
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particularly brave and courageous, you know w-went above
and beyond the call of duty to help their shipmates, help
save the ship, you know do what they had to do. Um, so if
there’s any names or groups of names that come to mind that
you think we should know about, know is the time to let us

know. Anybody in particular, you know? o
R

Um, from what I saw our XO ax&& Ensign

\0

6
_ He toock the deck, QR i&ter the
Qg *

collision and he stayed the whole lis.\m@
P \

CAPTAIN- Okay. An%m%dgoelse‘?

&
That wa$§Eh§’only officer I saw up
@
there on the bridge fr0%¢%§ collision all the way to
< N
pulling into port. *§‘gﬁ
e. &\
CAPTAIN -Qﬁkay. Any other name or names come to
o

mind? Okay.

§§ ﬁﬁere anything else you want to tell us
>

o S
that you t ®is relevant to this investigation that might
%

help e%p?alﬁ how this happened?

CAPTAIN - It could be about people, it could be
about equipment, it could be about relationships, it could
be about anything.

We were supposed to be in CMAV getting

the radar fixed. Our CMAV was cancelled twice,
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CAPTAIN - Mm-hmm. How, how far ahead of the --

how many days ahead of the 16th of June was the crew made

aware that you were going to get underway for, for tasking?

_ The week we pulled in. The only reason

we pulled in was because our switchboard caught on fire,

CAPTAIN - Mm=hmm.
5@
_ But um since we came back gﬁ we got an
0

emall from N3 that says you guys are still up for next

.Q~ o
S D
week. é‘}% %é
CAPTAIN Okay so you ha ‘Q F“to 10 day heads up
I Sl
. O *
that you were, were getting undegﬁ%gb

Q 0
& &

CAPTAIN - So 1tz§wg$§1 t a complete surprise?

e

Qﬁay At least by FDNF standards.

CAPTAIN

4
@$es sir.
CAPTAINB I, I had command out here, so I'm

famlllarCQ{ﬁh the pace.
Yes sir.
‘2' CAPTAIN - okay. Thank you.

LIEUTENANT - So we definitely appreciate your
time here today and all the information you’ve provided to
us. Uh, as stated if there’s anything that comes to mind,

uh that didn’t come up in the interview but you want to

make sure that we are aware o¢f you can tell us now or you
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can tell us next week. At any time you have something you
feel we should know, please feel free to reach out to us,
because we’d certainly appreciate that information.
Additionally, as the investigation is ongoing we ask that
you not discuss this interview with other individuals, just

so that we can ensure that the stories are kept separate
Q

-
and that we don’t start mixing information with %Sﬁer
&
Q
individuals we get to interview. Q§

>
; & &
RS

N
LIEUTENANT - Thank you aga@‘}g@ much for your
¥ &
; . O
time today 0& ,\\\

]
CAPTAIN - 111 walkgg@u(@ut.

P &
‘i‘a&
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