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MATERIALS LABORATORY FACTUAL REPORT Report No. 18-096 

A. ACCIDENT INFORMATION 

Place : Dallas, Texas 
Date : February 23, 2018 
Vehicle : Pipeline operated by Atmos Energy 
NTSB No. : PLD18FR002 
Investigator : Sara Lyons2 

B. COMPONENTS EXAMINED 

Sensit Gold CGI Combustible Gas Indicators serial numbers (S/N) 02737 and 18615; 
and Sensit Gold G2 Combustible Gas Indicators S/Ns G2 29901 and G2 48509, 
manufactured by Sensit Technologies, Valparaiso, Indiana. 

 
C. DETAILS OF THE EXAMINATION 

Figure 1 shows a photograph of the four as-received combustible gas indicators.  
Used during the accident investigation, the gas indicators are used in bar hole testing to 
determine the relative level of methane in the soil.  The gas indicators were sent to Sensit 
Technologies, manufacturer of the instruments, to retrieve data that would indicate whether 
the gas indicators were calibrated for the period between February 20 and 24, 2018, which 
includes the day of the accident.  At Sensit, the gas indicators were subjected to a ‘bump 
test’, a test of the unit’s reaction to applicable standard calibration gases.   

 
A copy of the Sensit test results with a print out of the gas calibration log for each 

instrument is shown in Appendix 1.  The Sensit report indicated that the four combustible gas 
indicators were calibrated for the period between February 20 and 24, 2018.   
 

 
Frank Zakar 

Senior Metallurgist 
  

 
1 This laboratory report was originally completed on November 19, 2018 but later was revised based on minor 
comments received during the Technical Review, which was held on July 14, 2020. 
2 The on-site investigators were Ravi Chhatre and Roger Evans.  The current investigator-in-charge is Sara Lyons. 
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Figure 1.  As-received combustible gas indicators shown with their corresponding serial 
numbers. 
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APPENDIX I 
 
 

TEST RESULTS FROM SENSIT TECHNOLOGIES 
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