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UNITED STATES COAST GUARD

PRELIMINARY INVESTIGATION INTERVIEW CONDUCTED ON

BEHALF OF NTSE BY THE U.S. COAST GUARD

REAR ADMIRAL -: I'm - I'@ the

Admiral in charge. Have a seat and we'll uh ltaf“.\roduce

\Q
everyone and get started. All right. So, ,&aln, my name

%\

is _ I am the uh um Flag Off:&‘ér in charge of
S
the investigation for the Navy, Um,\\egggﬁortlng me today I

have two lawyers. I have uh Corr@eﬁxg‘ér - and Commander

Both Judge Advocate @er&ﬁal Navy lawyers. YN2

- will be taking Q@Eg@ And, uh Master Chief

- serving as my dg% fa@to CMC Senior Enlisted, so.

8 o
During the uh intex ?;gw today we won't be asking you any

guestions. It‘gsé_ @"Tl be the Coast Guard uh who’ll I’11l let

Lleutenant— introduce his team, which does include

Eapraln _’

the lgxﬁ.lse will be doing all the questions today.

LIEUTENANT So, good afternoon.

LIEUTENANT - I am Lieutenant —

the Senior Investigating Officer for the U.S. Coast Guard

serving as a Liaison Officer, so this side of

Activities Far East here in Japan. Under the Authority of
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Title 46, U.S. Code 6301 and Title 46 CFR Part 4 an
investigation is being conducted into the circumstances of
the collision between the USS Fitzgerald and the ACX
Crystal, which occurred on June 17, 2017. This
investigation is intended to determine the cause of the
casualty to the extent possible and to obtain 1Q§B§ﬁatlon
for the purpose of preventing similar casualqéts in the
future. To assist with the accuracy of o&& investigation,
we will be recording today’s lntervzayﬁg;hlch is taking
place on June 24th at 13:20. Assxs%gﬁh me, I have Mr.
- from the Coast Guard's Q%t!&‘onal Center of Expertise

for Investigations. I also&hsﬁ@ Lieutenant Commander
%\0

Q
- who works m.thgﬂ’%@n our office and is a previous
@

Commanding Officer g@ r\ﬁ@& Coast Guard Cutter. And, I have
Captain - gﬁa‘gﬁmrklng as a Liaison QOfficer to help
balance commu@igétlons between ourselves and the Navy and
make sure&&e;@?\derstand Naval Operations. Uh before we
start,.&& &};t to ensure that you know that if at any time
youﬁ%ﬁ§ﬁ something to drink, you need to take a breather,
get some fresh air, whatever you need, we can hit pause on
the recorder and come back to it. So, please let us know
if there’s anything you need. Likewise, in our guestioning
if there's something that I ask that you simply don't know
the answer to, there’s no problem saying I don’t know. Uh,

we don’'t want you to try making things up and speculate it
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could’'ve been this, I don’t -- if you don’t know it’s fine
to say I don't know.

Okay.

LIEUTENANT Understood? Any questions?

No sir.

LIEUTENANT All right. And if we coudd begin
L3

with your uh name, first and last.

[

-
And, I will asifor spelling on
e\ i

XY Ca

Thank” you. And your position

LIEUTENANT

that.

LIEUTENANT

aboard the vessel?

Unf, 0S2. Um, I am in OI Operations

Department and um ynde¥way I stand uh SWS (Surface Warfare
Supervisor).

LIEUTENANTS Thank you. How long have you been

in the Navy®

Three and a half years. Joined

LIEUTENANT Is the uh Fitzgerald your first

vessel?

It’s my first ship, vyes.

LIEUTENANT And when did you get aboard?
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LIEUTENANT Okay, so been on for a couple of

years now, and or uh a l-little over a year.

Yeah.

LIEUTENANT Seen, seen how normal operations

are getting underway.

Mm-hmm. éﬁ

LIEUTENANT Uh been out to sea iér some time,

including & dry dock period, I believe, L§§t year.

Yeah, it was S@.ght when we got
4\
here, or-or right when I got here.&%gﬁént into dry docks.
o
Did tQEyW@Mt you on any other

LIEUTENANT

vessels as well during that&ﬁkﬁadock period?
Qo

I e

LIEUTENANT

Sc, dry dock period and earlier
this year was th ﬂq§%est1ng, ship testing, and then a full
cruise uh somé§héte out in the Pacific.

Yes sir.

1@‘. ﬁNaNT - Are you uh fully qualified at the
uhq@W%}aomtlon?

Yes sir.

LIEUTENANT &nd was that qualification done

through an A school or is that onboard?

That is a uh ship-board PQS, sir.

LIEUTENANT How long did you take it, take to

complete that?

Alpha Transcription 678-646-5330
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_ Um, I want to say around two

months, I was UI,

LIEUTENANT - Okay. Excellent. So, as you said
the vessel had gone underway for a little bit, came back to
home port here sometime in early June, had a port period of

a little over a week, I believe. \o

oy
_ I think it was exac:tlg&é\week sir.

LIEUTENANT - Hmm. And then got\&mderway again
\
%%
on June 16th, uh Friday a week ago? @‘b

S
Yes sir. & &
A

LTIEUTENANT - Did youoﬁegca lot of rest during
>

\

A - é \
that port period? @'QD
_ %@f@g the port period? Yes sir, I
did. e &
5:0 o‘“&

LIEUTENANT Do you remember what time you woke

up on Friday toy > et ready for the deployment?
|9 Yy &ngﬁ g y pLioy
4:45 um we had to be there at 6:00
and I 11q§<gm base so I walk. 1It‘s about a 15-minute walk,
\‘5 >
and {;} ad’: 0445,
& Q
IEUTENANT - And what sort of preparations did
you have to uh assist with in getting the vessel ready for
uh getting underway?
— Um, the only thing I really did

before we went underway was I did maintenance on cne of

the, we have pre-underway checks that the 0S's do in Combat
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and I did maintenance on the Aztec [phonetic]console and
other than that I just stood by until sea and anchor.
LIEUTENANT - And then getting underway are you
in the CIC or is there any particular duty you have to
stand?
Q
_ Uh, well when we’re get&&ng
underway for the sea and anchor I-I stand watéh on the boat

deck for whenever we need to, if we ever @\%ed to drop the

\
boat in the water I'm up there for thbentlre sea and
\@
\ é‘}
anchor. S
e*‘ S

LIEUTENANT - All r;bﬁgcﬁﬂ So, going out to sea

and anchor did some ammo tg@‘h&&rs or something, got
%\‘0 &
underway again. I hear@,%@ére was maybe some Flight Ops
o

*
that occurred.

“ es. Um I'm on the Crash and

Salvage tearn &@o\bl was a part of the uh, I'm on uh the-the

fire teamxfb5§that, so I was a part of the Flight Ops. I
Q

think @k\&gs about, I can’t exactly recall it. It was like
3- Q}%\??ours I think around there. That’s what it felt like
at least.

LIEUTENANT - Okay. But in the late afternoon,
maybe earlier evening time period?

_ Uh, that ended at 2145 around that

darea.
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LIEUTENANT Okay. And, so your watch is that

midwatch there 22 to 027

Yes. I was supposed to stand the

uh 17 to 22 but because I was on uh Flight Ops they put the

person that was supposed to relieve me on my watch and I

ended up taking his. ~§°
LIEUTENANT QOkay, so ycu did swlggh watch
between uh one other crew member? <@§
Yes. Q§§§?

LIEUTENANT And then fqyiggang Flight Ops,

I've heard that there was a Boatcﬁﬁggperlod

‘b \
R
Yes. &@Q\\\Q
LIEUTENANT gﬁ%g??ou involved with that as
Y
well or did you go tcAgﬁtcﬁ°
0

¢ I was standing watch in Combat when

@Q€§‘
&

LIEUTENA 3‘- So roughly when Flight Ops ended
0 &

about 21Q§,¢®ou went down to CIC to start your next, next
@ >
watchp @
DLy

that happened

Yes.

LIEUTENANT Did you get any rest during the

day uh?

No sir.

LIEUTENANT So no sleep?
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I took a nap between like 07 and

08. I don't remember for how long.

LIEUTENANT Okay. So earlier in the day?

Yes sir.

LIEUTENANT All right. ©Uh, so 2145 you take
>

X
watch. &nything interesting to report at the t%@é? Like,

like what is the changeover for, for SWS? g&g

oY
Yeah. So, uh whesn Sver I get to the

\‘1‘

console the person that’s standing t@gﬁ%atch before me um
4

they let me know what they have oné§h§55creen, what they’ve

N
been tracking, um, usually if We H&ve any contacts of

Q
interest, which we didn’'t, \qﬂf we'’re doing anything
Qo
specific um they’ll letcﬁé %now But, that, that’s usually
¥ <
the turnover process.® &

N

LIEUTENANT Okay. And when you say screen
S
what are you ¢§b5fhg at?
o8
I'm looking at the console. 1It'’s
just Q@ngile um I don’'t know the, just a little TV screen
praﬁ%§§huch

LIEUTBNA&T Mm-hmm,

And it’'s just the, the radar.

LIEUTENANT And which radar would that be?

Uh 67.

LIEUTENANT Are you able to pull up the other

ones, the 737
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We can use 73.

LIEUTENANT On that same screen?

On the same screen, vyes.

LIEUTENANT Any other tools that you use to

help uh besides the screen to help give you an idea of

what’s going on? S
\\
Un. Not so much toolsGS%ust my
Q
Surface um ES AIS and stuff like that. Umgg%ut other than

that no, all I have is my radar, and 1f<£he Bridge were to
O

\Q‘b 4“.

S

LIEUTENANT - And, an@o".t A sti11 trying to

understand who’s who and what@% awes Um, so as SWS,

report anything down.

&
Surface reports to you? g?ﬁ
_Q%i!:!cﬁ\ I'm basically Surface’s
assistance. He pu?@éﬁé&acts in and my job is to, I'm —--
he puts tracksxgnigh\top of uh video feed that we have
through the .gatqt}“r\ and my job is to update um those tracks
to stayégggﬁfihe contacts so we have an accurate -- it’1ll

make§§§§é£&over the little uh radar video and it just tells
us §&§QCOurse and speed and I just update it.

LIEUTENANT - Is there an automated option as
well? Is the computer able to calculate that and figure

that out or is that something --7
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I believe there is an option but

it’s not. 1I-I've never used, I’'ve always automatically

done it.
LCDR So, is the normal mode for you to man
the track.
>
Yes sir. >
&
5O
Okay. R
>
. S
Yes sit. S
\‘b
LCDR So, it requires ﬁ§hual updating by the
L &
N
operator? SO S
S S

LIEUTENANT - And, )g-hez%‘you say updating that

information is that as 51mg@§Q$§ you like clicking on a

%\0

target and it pulls up gﬁexﬁhformatlon or are you =--
s»

QT m just making sure that it

\
doesn’t drop out;ﬁ@gﬁ%a51cally um as time goes the contact,

if I don’t 10C§Ué§lled POSCOR, which is position

correctloqf <§% I don't do that, it’'ll drop ocut, so I'm
(

11teraglx§§ust there to make sure that the uh, among other
g} \
thi 6§Stc make sure that the contact doesn’t drop out.,

&
LIEUTENANT - Okay. And, I've also heard
there's another position 085S, which is a camera?

That is correct.

LIEUTENANT - And do they report to you or

Surface?
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_ So, it's kind of um back and forth.

If they see something, they will let us know or if Surface
sees something in AIS that he doesn’t see on the screen he
can tell 0SS to move the camera to that position tc see if
he can see anything or if there is ever a time where there
is uh video feed that I'm not sure if it’s a conta@t or
weather or uh sea clutter, I’'ll ask him to chgséplt out.
LIEUTENANT - So, it’s kind of Qg?open resource.
g
Any of you can ask, hey please take a l@( at it.
O
&
Yeah. &
el | S
LIEUTENANT - Is thereo*\ ﬁrlorlty on who gets

first call if both of you haQ§>a§methlng you want to look

Q
A
0\

b@

S
—¢%£<ﬁean me and Surface work
>

X
together, so I wouL& @ually —— I usually run it through

at?

@\0 ;'\\‘}
Surface like 1‘3%1 g@k the Surface hey can you ask 0SS if he
\ \
can move thg%c@?era to whatever bearing.

X o
LIE@I@QANT- Excellent. So, again it’s Friday

the kﬁtQQ we’ re underway, uh you’ve just taken the watch,
the ﬁ’ 45, uh is the vessel underway at this time or are
they still doing the Boat Ops?
— We were underway the whole time.
LIEUTENANT - Underway. How would you explain
or describe the traffic in that time when you were

underway?
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_ Um, the radar screen was uh really

bad. There was a lot of clutter. I couldn’'t see a lot,
um, but other than that I remember cnly tracking about two
or three contacts that were flight and I can’t remember

exactly how far but they were nowhere near us pretty much
Q
-9
and I believe they were going the opposite diregﬁon.
(
Q
LIEUTENANT - Explain this cluntg&‘to me.

_ Sc, I-I'm just argg\(bperat:or, so I

can't tell you a lot about how radar h&nrks I'm not too um

eb &

knowledgeable in that area but a é@%%é? the times when
N
we're as cleose to land as we wga:e &ze get a lot of return so

the radar sheoots cut and whogh@\\: picks something up it’11
show that video back too s%\ibut when we’'re close to land and
the weather’s bad umﬁn%&ﬁlck up everything. Like the radar
can pick up clou i%e radar can pick up the curves of a
wave, um and q."i?—@% sends land back to us, so it’s just a
bunch of J&i%Q:\-— like imagine like the white fuzzy stuff on

a, on @5% when like a channel drops.

0
@EUTENANT - Mm~hmm.
_ That’"s how it looks. Basically,

just a ring of it arocund the whole ship and then like
further out I can see, but -—-

LIEUTENANT - Would you have a rough idea of
those scales of what, how, the distance that was cluttered

the distance that was clear.

Alpha Transcription 678-646-5330
FOR OFFICAL USE ONLY




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

FOR OFFICAL USE ONLY

Audio transcription —— 13

LIEUTENANT - So, what happens if there’s a

vessel in that clutter? Is it just more difficult to track
it

_ Um, for the most part I can’'t see

it if it’s in the clutter. If it’'s uh really bad}.&\g? can’t

>

see at all and it was pretty bad that night. \&&
O
LCDR - Are you able to make i\éﬁustments to
%
the gain? >
QQ

_ I am able ta@t}g&e adjustments sir
\*

and uh I did um. I adjusted it @Re ﬁest I could.

LIEUTENANT -

or, or whoever works oaetgng electronics who might be zable
& \

to improve that? @\‘Q
o0 oD

— % done el tval ol o

LIEUTEB{&N‘R\\- And in your previous operations in

&

this ar%a; LQ% is that clutter, is this clutter common during
X

your &ege‘rture from Yo-Yokosuka?

Q-
_ o, s oo, i, ¥l e s

first time I actually stcod uh that watch while leaving

all rig&lﬁ Falr enough. Thank you,

& Q
Igﬁ’ﬂgé‘lere anything that like an ET

Yokosuka. Um, I wasn’t the last two times we left I wasn’'t

qualified.

Alpha Transcription 678-646-5330
FOR OFFICAL USE ONLY




10

1l

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

FOR OFFICAL USE ONLY

Audio transcription - ||| NG 14

LIEUTENANT Have you had any previous

experience, like in between say Tokyo and Nagoya where all,
a lot of the marine traffic is?

Uh, I-I don't think so sir.

LIEUTENANT But a-along the shores as, as

- O
you' re getting underway uh the vessel’s headingdgﬁ a

Q
southerly course, uh from what you could seexét your

&

§
station for marine traffic nothing reallg% oncerning, this

feels like normal traffic, a couple oﬁS%essels at sea.

TR T %

It was —- @B@éng seemed to be out
of the ordinary as far as traff@c \‘

vieurenant [N ‘
MR. - g\fg@u said this was your first time

standing this watch Qﬁt‘\&nf this port. Have you stcod other
’Q \Qa
watches in congegfﬁq&ports prior to this?

Um, well, uh we've been to Sasebo.
This deplg@n@?‘: we went to Sasebo, Guam, and um the

Phlllp@ﬁngs, and I can’t remember if I stoed watch at the

&

tlrﬁé‘h}lt we were leaving but I’'ve stood watch in congested
N\

areas, yes.

MR. _ And in those congested areas were

you experiencing the same clutter.

_ Um, I mean clutter on the screen

isn't necessarily due to -- I think the congested areas

definitely have like, like have the more uh effect on it
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but I mean we can, the radar can get like that in the
middle of the ocean, so I have had experience with clutter
l1ike that before, yes, um and I was trained on how to fix
that to the best of ocur abilities using like the toggle
options on the screen and uh most of the time it works just
fine. Uh, a lot of times it doesn’t though, as wegﬁ And,

uh this time I adjusted it to the best that I @ﬁ%ld

MR. _ In those other t{(&s when, when

that was an issue did you call anybody, &ﬁbake a report?

_ I-I always j\@&zﬁ:ell -—- whenever

it’s bad I always just tell the @:S:E%enter Sup. I‘m sorry
b" N

\\\

LIEUTENANT - th ge you brought up the uh Watch

Sup, how was the ccmmueﬁsaﬁ\lons that night between uh the
L8
\
folks you were worlg.’m%\%wlth on Surface and the uh
cyo ;'\\‘}
supervisors the(ge é&‘l the CIC you were reporting to?

the-the Watch Sup.

I would say it was really good. It
was the i@ngi watch of the underway that we were all
stanﬁ;&a‘id uh everyone was standing a vigilant watch.
Q&Sﬁ only, the only um fault in communication that I
remember is um whenever the Bridge was calling down there
was a lot of course changes and uh I don’t know if it was

Comms or if it was the person that was calling down just

wasn't speaking up, but we could barely hear them, so um a
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couple of times I had to call back up twice and ask them to
repeat the course changes.
LIEUTENANT - Did they tell you why they were

changing course?

— Uh, no. They, if the TAQC needs to
Q

know why she’ll call up and ask, but all I do a%§far as
(

course change is the Bridge will say Combateségdge change
course whatever, and I’l1l just repeat it géd then uh I

always roger up to the course changesb\b?le SWS does and

Watch Sup just records it in a lo%§ éﬁﬁose are my only

responsibilities as far as cour@e &u:! speed changes.

‘Q
LIEUTENANT - Do&?&@ tell you if they do a

%xo
course change based on uﬁ?cp31151on avoidance, like there

may be a vessel thatﬁﬁ{&/ feel, eh let’s move a little to
’Q

the side. Do th%:y%géil you that?

— Ui, ©'Ve: SEEGALLY, T- BALteve bhat

would, wo &\appen yes sir. I’ve never been in that

51tuat@n®§except for this time and that, that didn’t
‘} \
hapﬁ%ﬁf\but I would assume that in that situation they

N\
would say that. They are supposed to say that.

LCDR - So, more generally, when uh the Bridge

calls down and says you know uh Combat Bridge coming right

220, do they give you, is that followed by an explanation?
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LCDR Okay, so it’s just, there just telling

you action they take, and they don’t put it in context as a
matter of habit?

Yes sir.

LCDR Okay.

CAPTAIN And wh--I'm sorry. And, wheq§they,

they pass uh down those course changes is theggxgny

required uh like kind -- I’11, I'1ll use tthpas a Nav eval
statement you know I, I hold track 200 géy for 4,000 yards
until next turn, next turn and X numﬁ@gcof minutes.

\

%
responsibility of the Surfaca~

€° Q
CAPTAIN -

fo@&&’

_@’%“§

LIEUTENANT Just to make sure I'm clear on the

role, as SWS an§;¥§h re watching the radar your primary

duty is conQ&cQ&tracklng or what, what is your primary duty
0 @
in watc%@ﬁgﬁthat radar?

Q G
Q_ My primary duty is to uh keep up a
&

SuerEe picture for Combat. So, the way it works is

Surface will see a contact or if SWS sees a contact um they
will uh, they’ll track that contact, they’ll create a
contact cver the track over the videc um, and then so
Surface will put in the contact and then my job is to

update the position of it and keep it alive.
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LIEUTENANT So yours isn’t exactly identifying

contacts, it’s keeping track of the ones that have been
identified?

That'’s correct, sir.

LCDR Just one clarification there. It's

not just contacts that have been identified. Igﬁ% any
relevant Surface contact that has been 1dentqéled from
radar video. Like it could be a pendingsg ch Right? 1If
it hasn’t been identified yet? But ¥§§’re going to
maintain track on it manually if g@ﬁ #E been directed by

Surface or if you’ve 1dent1f1e¢s1ﬁ?s obviously some kind of

a ship. You know, you’re gdh@§°to put it in the system

%\0
: &b
yourself right? é°»$&
*
QQ%ES sir,
LCDR «¥Bnd over time, if it gets identified

then you addgﬁ%ﬁ§%nd more and more information to the
s
O
track rlggﬁb il
O &
Yes sir.
Aqrxﬁbﬁ Okay. Thank you.
Well, when you say add to the --

LCDR So, like it, it starts up as a pending

track and all you know is that it’s a Surface contact,
right?

Yes.
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LCDR - And then maybe somebody gets a visual
and then it gets evaluated and the, the symbology changes
and then you guys start filling in the data -- you have the
option of filling in data into the track store right?

_ Yeah, certain, certain stuff, yes

sir. &
N
¥

LCDR- Right. @“\
_ We can, we can add{\&\e um the ID to

it so like it's the 4-digit code where &,‘?’s the origin and

the platform. Um, most of the tlme,\\%{&lénever there’'s a
contact and we know it’'s a Surfa@% g%ntact, uh we’ll put it
in as an unknown Surface. Uer, g@rface will then look at
AIS and see if we have a 'f. ormation on it. Um, most of

the time we do. If ne&, Q&s can identify the ship. Um,

4 «\
like if it's durlng“l:g% daytime they can see a flag or they
%0 ,-'\\‘b'
can see uh the\;ﬂ»aQrQ of the vessel and that’s usually how we
O A
o 4
i ify. & »
identify & 0\\@
=)
LIg@'&N‘ANT - So, if you identified something on
&
your&'a\cﬁr, do you add that in as, as a contact to track,
Q~Q\B

or de” you br-brief Surface and say hey I saw this over
here, do you see that?

- Yeah. If I see something con the
screen, um that’'s gone past Surface, I°1l just tell him.

1’11l say sir, or ma'am or Chief whatever, we’ve got this
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contact uh can you try to get an ID on it so I can create a
track.

LIEUTENANT - All right. And, and you don’t, so
there’s no hesitation -- there’s no barrier there to say

hey Surface what is this?
N

. O

§
No. >

R T &

\%

o
LCDR - Yeah, how, how close d%\@sou and

&

Surface sit to each other? &

_ Right next tob\éach other.
LCDR - Yeah. So 11}@°1$you could give me,

N
C \\
as" S
@Stty much me and Master

give us an exact distance.

Probably a little more.
LCDR Ckay 2-3 feet.

O D
LIE:U‘@&\I}%!&I' - So, the watches continue on, the
> &

vesse‘)lc.;&\,géntinuing on its track, some course changes that
we'@%\‘h}?t sure why they changed but we're keeping track of
where we're going still. Are there any updates or anything
you have to do to the VM5 or is that just automatic of
we're on this track now?

_ Um, no, VMS is not, is not me.

LIEUTENANT - Okay and whom might do that?
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Um, most of it’'s taken care of on

the Bridge I believe. I don’'t think we update it at all
down in Combat.

LCDR Do you have any interaction in your

capacity of SWS with VMS?

No, sir. (@&\

»
So, it’s a little afl;\géomidnight

LIEUTENANT
now, you, you switch over at uh 1:457 £§§
S
Correct. >
oﬂ\

LIEUTENANT - Okay. So, sgz?é@ ‘uh 0100, still on

that southerly course, any contaeps ﬁbme to mind as being
e X

unusual or closer than normak§b€§anyth1ng that raises

*‘ Q
tension or alarm on the ugg% g&ctﬁ

_@igﬁm what I recall, sir, I had n-

>
>
nothing physical w:&h@ﬂ a maybe greater than 10-mile,
30, ¢

nautical mile Qgéigé

I couldn’t Q&e@hnythlng

But, like I said, within the clutter

(\ ,%o
LIFSQ?QRANT- Mm-hmm. And, and, again we are
&

unsqu‘gﬁw far that clutter was?
&
Yes sir.
LIEUTENANT - Okay, so, it could be and tell me
if I'm getting you knew absurd here. Uh, you know, uh as-
as little as one nautical mile. Could it be nine nautical

miles?
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It could. Yes sir. That’s uh, I

mean it varies, so there's no way I mean it's, it’s
unexpected. I know the clutter was in, it was in a perfect

circle arcund cur ship. Um, and it was thick.

LIEUTENANT - Do you know if this was ever
\g
X
communicated te the Bridge? That uh -- >
Q(&
C\

I can’t remember sir®

LIEUTENANT Would, would yougéall that a

degradation of your capabilities wltr‘g\hanng this clutter

\@ czs
in place? Q%é
Uh, nog;%dﬁiy, but to an extent.

LIEUTENANT Caubez\\@lth the clutter in place
%\o
what’s, what's the CIC'Q\%\mary means of identifying
Qﬂ
.S
contacts? <¢9

Um, it would be Lookouts and 0SS.

So, the Brid e'&a&? 0SS.

\

LIEU@Q&% - Was 058 picking up a lot of
S

contaq&t&%‘p

Q$ Um, I think there were -- you mean
N
like using the camera? Was he seeing a lot?

LIBUTENANT Yeah.

I can't, I can’'t remember sir. I

know him and Surface were communicating a lot through the

night.
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LIEUTENANT - Like, and so in times of this
increased clutter do you know if they start doing like a
general scan, just roving, or is it a certain time -- how,
how, how do you, you use 0SS to help increase your picture?

_ Um, so there’s a, I think there’s

a-n option where, I f-forgot what it’s called butwghe

>
camera will just keep scanning and uh I-I reme{gb%r him

saying that he was using it and he had wal{s\\eﬁ over, 0SS had
walked over to my console I believe arogﬁﬁ the time that I
was toggling with the options to tr}\\@&@%lx my picture.

Um, so he was aware of it, that éﬁ% ﬁ%dn ‘t see to a certain
extent, and I think um, well ﬁgﬁ he-he knew that there
was clutter on my screen. 6‘2’% QQGQI don't know if that’s why
he put that option on o@@r G;f that was normal uh operation-
operating standard%“‘f@ohlm but that's, that's what he was

cyo ;'\\‘}
using from wha§§£%¢§ald

LIEUTEB{&NTZ,\- And we, we haven’t talked to 0SS

yet, so s@mgaof these questions probably are better for
'@ >
him, é’@ute‘uh is that camera 360 or what’s the limited range

on tH&t*
_ Um, there is, because of I think

the location of it and I don’t know all the specs —-- um he

could answer it better =-- I think there is a blind spot and

I think it is aft.

LCDR That’s correct.
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LIEUTENANT - So, it's primarily for looking and

to the sides you can get a pretty good view?

LIEUTENANT - And, then hopefully my last

question on this. Does it automatically select targets?
N
O
As, as the camera’s scanning across can it poin&ﬁ%omething

S
Q
out that probably is a vessel or a contact? Qé

Q
N
<
LIEUTENANT - S
S
LIEUTENANT - Alng@tgﬁ we’re at 0100, no

contacts within 10 nautlca%&n&@a No~-nothing’s been

Qo
communicated from the BQfE?Q of any contacts that they’ve
&
seen S
. O
Nothing.

Were there many other, other than

the cours?§bg§hges, any significant Comms from Bridge?

_ There was a couple of speed
b
chayiged)

N\

LIEUTENANT Any rough ideas on those times or

would that be in the log somewhere?

_ Um, that’s logged sir in the

General Log.
LIEUTENANT - Any of them stick out to you in

particular?
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_ Um, I remember the last, it might

not be the last, but the one that I do remember is when we
sped up to 20 knots. Um, we were going really slow for the
Boat Ops and then we gradually got up to 20 knots.
LIEUTENANT - Okay, so, some course changes, a
little speed changes. No reports of contacts fron&‘the
Bridge. So walk me up to the collision. Wha;s—%ﬁ'lat 5 going-

: é
on at the time. \\e

— Um, standing mgé?atch looking at

ny screen. Um, the contacts that I @?gzﬁﬁave, which were
S

further away, I was normal proce@@rgoupdatlng them. Um,

last thing I remember uh Sur{&g‘ﬁsald something to 0S5 and

Q
I think it was uh look a%@‘lﬁ&\ or maybe 163. And, he did

and after that we just&g%@hlt
&

o
LCDR -‘zﬂg&estlon When SWS -- when Surface uh
>
o

directs 0SS, 1:{\%&’@\5 case he says look at 162, is that a

S
relative be@ﬁzl@' or a true bearing.
S

Uh, that would be, that would be

That would be true.

z}
tru% 5\1
&'CDR - Okay, so it’d be 162 true.

LCDR- Qkay. Thank you.

LIEUTENANT - So those few contacts that you

were tracking. Could you say if that was to the portside,
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starboard side, are they heading away from the vessel? Wh-

what can you remember of those contacts you were tracking?

_ Not a lot sir. Just that they were

near like, they, they were further out past the clutter. I

could see them. I don’t remember their speed, their

0
course, um I don’t even really remember where tlg@'y were in
c\o
relevance to us. \Q
LIEUTENANT- That's fine. Tl@%k you. Just,
just trying to see if we can't line qume, some things

N
we’ve heard from other folks of sayiagéwho was what and

where. Just trying to get thatge%&@ture in our own heads.
So the vessels hit. What t}db@\s in the CIC?
%\o

_ Q;Pngéan. When it hit, like everyone

was like you know fre%l{éﬁ out a little bit at first.
\‘

Innocently, I hegﬁdggﬁs say set ZEBRA, and I sprinted out
of the Combatg’ﬁ?ox%%e starboard side P-way. Um, I mean I
knew somegﬁr@ bad happened just how it felt. I-I I knew,
I knet—:,@%e‘ggot hit by something, so I went out to right,

&
they” 1'3% P-way right outside of Combat on the starboard

\
side and I set ZEBRA. And that’s when I, after I got ZEBRA
set I ran to my repair locker.

LIEUTENANT - And which locker would that be?

LIEUTENANT- Mr. -
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MR. _ Um, correct me if I'm wrong.

There’s multiple screens in CIC. Was any of the other
screens showing 67 and if so were they having the same
clutter issues?

_ Surface was showing. He, he

should’ ve been on 67. I don't remember ver1fy1ng.§hls
There is no reason why he wasn't on 67. Um, xsﬁﬁld not
have the same clutter I had. I remember a\f\sz%ne point I
looked at his screen for his options. &i)‘!% he, there was
some clutter. It wasn't as bad as Qﬁ%{g\r I-1 checked his
options on my screen so I could ﬁlg‘é them to the exact to

see if that would help but ncl&]{,@g changed for me. Um,

Q
other than that, I den’'t Qéfggve anyone else was using the
o >
F &
BTy Sir: ¥ S

&

%, ¢

LIEUTENANT Is there a uh chat computer
located near yQyﬁ Q

Um, Surface mans that.
Surface mans that?

LIE@Q@NT

Yes.

Q.Q

IEUTENANT Do you happen to know if chat was
particularly busy that night during watch?

LIEUTENANT - Uh, were you in Combat for the

entire watch?
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— Um, because of the busy day that I

had and I'd just come from uh Flight Ops about 15 minutes
in I-I wasn’t expecting to stand watch. I went in there to
check in and that's when they told me. So, I think I sat
down for 5 minutes, 10 minutes maybe, and then I asked um
- {phonetic] Watch Sup if I could go tg@é a
shower. Um, so the UI 083 - took the Qo“nsole from me
and I went down. I don’t think I was moggsthan 10 or 15
minutes. And, other than that I-I cabme\back and sat in the

console. That was right at the be@?;%tﬁng of the watch.

CAPTAIN - And you siacd @pproxlmately like 10 to

15 minutes into, into your @t@}\x t:..rne:’J
%\0

t% e,
I Ve
CAPTAIN -0&}?{3\ during your watch did the X0, CO,

any Senior Depargﬁ@@t Heads visit Combat?
I don't think so. I can’t really
remember, &Jt&“f don’t think so.

Q@,@%@N - And, uh, during your watch was uh was

Corﬂjﬁa%}oartlcularly busy? Was there a lot of chatter over
\

Net 15 or um any one particular person uh not too focused
on their duties not being aware of what’s going on?

_ It seemed like a normal night in

Combat, sir.
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CRPTAIN A normal night in Combat? Um, as part

of your watch station you’re required to take a uh Nav
Rules Exam or uh Rules of the Road Examination?

No sir.

CAPTAIN Okay.

LCDR Are you required to read thq$§0
)
Standing Orders? Q§®
3
Yes sir. 6?
%%\

LCDR

And, uh in your qggawords what, what
are those standing orders say to you&%gca watch stander?

Um, ba51@ﬁl£9 stand a vigilant

watch, uh communication, and $’@éﬁn just it, it touched up

& Q
a lot of vigilance to me &ﬁfgat’s what I always got out of

it. Just don’'t mess a@%qﬁg on watch, take it seriocus for
~ o
the most part among er things.
p 0’%§ﬁ g

CAPTAIN As part of uh your rounds in preparing
for watch k:a@e :&ou ever been encouraged to visit the
Brldge,\Qigﬁkeln with the Bridge to get a visual display of
what%8§;655g en in the --

ES
You mean like before my watch?

CAPTAIN Before your watch, veah.
No sir.

CAPTAIN So, it’s usually just straight to
Combat?

Always.

'
.
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CAPTAI

LCDR

LCDR

did you qua

LCDR

April, sir.
LCDR

months?

when I got

LCDR
)

Q
been s@hn@a

&
\e
LCDR

f?
9.

uh on the,

first time

LCDR

Alpha Transcription

N Always. I think that's it.

0S2 where are you from?

_ So when did you uh, when

lify SWS? How long have you been qualified?

Q
Um, whenever we left Su%ﬁt Bay, I
o
think the first time, Q&

¥
So, what, what monthﬁwould that be?
Qa

— Uh, I think lb&was either March or
e

\\Qa
~é§§$

()
Okay, so hﬂ tﬁ last two or three
33

Uh, this, this last deployment was

qq§&1ﬁ§ed

Okay. And have you been, have you

ng 3WS consistently since you got gqualified?
Yes sir.

Okay. And, if I understood you right,
on the night of the 17th of June that was the
you had been standing SWS leaving Yokosuka?

Yes sir.

[ |

s that right?

Yes sir.
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LCDR - Okay. Had you stood watch as SWS uh

cn an inbound track into Yokosuka?

_ Uh no sir because I usually man sea
and anchor for that and I'm, fer-for the majority of this
deployment I've been um topside, actually the entire

deployment I’"ve been topside for sea and anchor. Q5b,

>
whenever we come inbound or when we leave um L@ﬁ%ver stand
T\
SWS. (\\&

LCDR- Okay. All right. &‘ﬁn do you recall

what the Captain’s Standard is and }&sés}tandlng orders for

S
uh, uh CPA range mandatory repcr@inQ

10 nautical miles. @? >

you came out and yqﬁ‘gﬁd, you did Flight Ops, you did Boat

{'0& So do you recall any, let’s see

%0 ,-'\‘b'
Ops, and, and sgéparted the Tsunami 1 [phonetic]
&S
probably arq@nq§§300 2330 right. So you were actually on

'0 o
watch WI%Q?GQQYDLI were still doing Boat Ops, right?

Q S
Q&
CDR - Okay. And, then you guys shaped

course scuthwest and you started moving out and you

accelerated to 20 knots. Uh, and then the collision
occurred 2-1/2-3 hours later or so. During, that, that
period when you were actually transiting, do you recall any

close CPAs where you know for a fact that the ship maneuver
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to avoid or to manage the CPA or, or there was clear
discussion between the Bridge and you or the Bridge and SWS
about a contact that was going to have a close CPA?

_ Uh, uh, I can't remember so. I

don’'t believe something significant like that happened, but

r g@o
I'm, I'm real fuzzy on it all. 6&
&
LCDR - Okay. Um, do you recalé;o“any
R
discussions cause -- cause you’re on Net$§% right?

R

. \d
LCDR - Okay, so you qs% %ﬁlstenlng to the

chatter between the Bridge an%' q?& Surface and the Bridge

and EOOW and you're talkinged

%\o

Qfﬁ%t 15 too right?

All right. So you‘re, you're
plugged into thas§ﬂq§9
Yes sir.
LCDR Do you recall any, any conversations
on Netg%%gﬁ out uh the 0OOD making any calls to the captain

>

a contact report during your watch?

I can't remember.

Okay. Do you recall doing so, uh what

does the Captain’s Standing Orders say about MoBoard when
you have to use MoBoard.

I believe it’s within 10 nautical

miles.
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LCDR Ckay. And who does that down in

Combat?

Who does that?

LCDR Who does the MoBoard?

That would be the uh Watch

Supervisor. g?

LCDR The Watch Supervisor? 0§§§? Do you

provide support? I mean do you provide besﬁﬁngs and ranges
S
%%
and that kind of stuff, or? >
oﬂ\
If we were Q@é@} a MoBoard they can

get that information off of VMS,Céhgblt S more accurate

o \
from me, so usually I would qﬁve§them um, I'd give them the
NS
Q

hits on the track for th%g?fgbput in. So, every three

minutes, we only do on@%\éﬁ I give them uh where the track
~ \0
is, bearing range,éﬁnggthen three minutes later I give them
another hit on ﬁﬁ%ﬁkrack bearing and range.
\

LCDR Okay so they call the mark and you
give thg@ia@brmatlon7
Correct, sir.

CDR Okay. Do you recall any MoBoards
being done during your watch? Uh, leading up to the

collision as part of a contact management process?

I don’t sir.

LCDR Ckay. You, you had used the term

earlier in, in our conversation about uh you know you paid
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particular attention to contacts of interest. What, what
qualifies, what do you think qualifies as a contact of

interest?

_ A-a suspect track. Um, anything

that’s been deemed um a contact of interest by the Bridge.
Q
-9

Uh, when we were in the South China Sea we had, we were

e‘&
being followed by a uh Chinese vessel, so stqéf like that.

oo | o<v- v so. wn dg@% a Surface

contacts, CPA, does that ever enter anfth your mind as being
\@
qualifying a track as a contact oﬁg@\sﬁerest or it sounds

like it’'s mostly by identity aga%e tivity.

_ Um\g‘%Qﬁ if, if, if I was aware of
a contact with close CPQiI;\}guld definitely call that up to
the Bridge. R\ \3‘0

LCDR -S&Okay Okay. So, a little bit more

V\
about AIS. %Q §Ws, Surface has got the laptop, it’s on
& \\
the right »&1@8 right?

N
Q&Q@%R - Kinda maybe above and behind the chat.
A\

— So I can’t actually see the laptop

the, he’'s got a uh his chat console right here with screen,

and then AIS is like a, I think it’'s like a laptop or

whatever right behind it.
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S0 he, whenever he goes like he

checks but I can’t even see it.

LCDR Okay. Got it. Um, was it, was it

working that night?

Yes sir.

LCDR - So, was, in your recollectio{\bﬂ\qas
Q>
Surface actively using and referencing AIS? §$$
O

Um, I can't reallywﬁémember that

sir, but the Surface that I had at the tz}.me, he's always

N
£ AIS S &
on, on top o i 0\\ %

LCDR - okay who wa@or.g‘é Surface at the time?
\

there anywhere else 1n&%£§9that AIS information is

Okay. How about up on the Bridge. Do
you knoq§%h§ke on the Bridge they’ve got access to AIS

O
&
1nfmgh tdon?

_ I know they have AIS up there. I
can’t really remember where it is up there, but I know they
have it. At least I believe they have it.

LCDR - Okay. Uh, as the SWS, did, did you
ever have any situational awareness of the motor vessel

Crystal prior to the collision?
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LCDR - Do you recall ever having a track that

you think in hindsight correlated, would’ve correlated with

the Crystal?

_ Uh, the ship was huge, so if, I
>

-9
dont know, if it was on my screen I don’t know{é&%w I
S

Q
could’ve missed it. I-I don’t remember sea%ﬁé anything

¥
that big or anything that close. %@s

é‘b
LCDR_ Okay. Okay. ng&ﬁi_you. I just got
NG

my closing. $§2?
N

O ® ,
LIEUTENANT - Uh, sg yoll mentioned that the uh
D O

&
Watch Sup UI had taken theésba&b\\for a little bit uh while
A
&
you showered before youé\éarxgée on watch. Was there any other

AN
uh points in time wq§h8§%hen somebody switched out in vour
A\ G
Q<
position or, or gﬁq@éo Surface --
) X

No sir.

Or 0SS that you, you remember?

O D
LIEUEﬁNéﬂﬂI
NI
If, if they walked away, is that

B\
what ydu’ re saying?
&
LIEUTENANT - Yeah. Like, I-I-I don’t know if

there’'s a head call or you know --

I think Lieutenant - uh made

a head a call. He always lets myself and TAO know when he

does that. Uh, I don’'t remember the timeframe. I remember
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that it was very quick, but it always is whenever he does
that.

LIEUTENANT - Okay, so the U--Watch Sup UI would
come and fill that position or do you switch into his --
who, who takes his position during the head call?

_ Uh, no one sits at his con@:le when
he does that. I just uh listen for anything ang;s passed
to him and roger up for him and that’s pre%ﬁ? much it.

LIEUTENANT - And then a quegzmn on Bright

Bridge uh we've been getting some caﬁ% tlng reports. Is

‘\\BG"
that usually manned or working 060Q
P N
_ B\&Q{ﬂ: Bridge, I'm not, when I
Q Q

first got here last year L@fﬂo&¢. was an 0S watch, but for

this um underway an Osehagﬁ&not stood that watch at all.
~ 0

Um, and I'm not smé}é‘ ,B@}'J they do that up there, sir. I

don’t know if 1@&5}:@\15 a QM or a BM or something that

stands it bQ&;l@e we're not up there anymore or if someone
\

just liggvggQESLOnally looks at it. But, I-I don't know

how Qp&gugks for them.

Q.
@IEUTENANT - Do you know if it’s operational?

_ Um, I don't sir, I don't know if it
is or not.

CAPTAIN - Do you know why an OS wouldn’t stand
that watch anymore. Is it due to manpower, recent

turnover, lack of qualified people?
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— So, I-I uh actually never stood a

watch up there and I'm not sure. From what I heard, I
don’t know how true this is but one of the Senior Chiefs
that stands Surface thinks that when -- cause when the
Bright Bridge is uh stood up there there’s no Surface in
Combat. So like, er —— I’m sorry there’s no SW%@QQSQ, 18 T
were to stand Bright Bridge I would just st%&é my normal
watch but on the Bridge and something abqgé they think that
it's too much on the Surface. I don’ L\\)really know. I-It
was kind of before my time as a CI@Q é%ch standard.

G
LIEUTENANT - Okay,gsosj\;st scuttlebutt things
Qu

you’ ve heard. &

F &
&
LIEUTENANT ‘*Notl’ung really. No one, no one
came down and sa#ﬁo E@éy team we’'re going to eliminate this
\% S
&Y \6
6‘3 o

position?

Uh, yes sir, that’s correct.

N All right. Thank you.
g
q.é@}UTENANT - A quick question on Net 15. You

said that's monitored. Do you, are you actually having a
headset listening to it, or is it just playing within the

space?

_ Yeah. I have a headset.
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LIEUTENANT - And once again, nothing unusual on
that, uh, that headset on the night of guestion? Just Ops
normal, no panic, neo nothing?

_ From what I remember it was, it was
all normal.

LIEUTENANT - Captain - &

CAPTAIN - I'm good. é@é‘\
MR. _ Um, you, you salq\&:\efore you had

the clutter on 67, um, now was anybody g&s the Bridge aware
0

that you was having trouble with yot.@&g@ar"

_ To be t'llcz'@e%ﬂ(z\B I can’t remember if

that was called up, but any R@%%ﬁn the past when there was
clutter I-I absolutely alv@fg@made the Bridge aware. But,

Q
I'm not going to tell qb%s<€hat I did that because I really
~\ >

X
can’t remember. Bl@é‘ at is ncrmal practice for me as a

78
Watch Standardgp gﬁ

you and 5@1@ Shlp mates uh went through a pretty traumatic
& @
expe@%gée with the collision and the damage control

S
effomc.’s after, you lost some shipmates, you were fighting

Uh, one last question. You know

to get the ship under control and then bring her back in.
So, this is a question that we're asking everybody that
we're interviewing. Um, is there anybody, individual or a
group of people that uh you know just if somebody were to

ask you, you want to call out by name so they can be
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recognized for exceptional performance or heroism you know

who, who might those people be?

_ Um, there’s a couple people. And

it's with damage control efforts. I was a part of the fire

team and uh when I went out um Senior ChieE- helped me
&
um with a couple of things specifically. There uﬁs people

stuck in Sonar and DCC sent me and uh anotheq&\‘}verson that
esé'?ld he helped us um

I'd like recognized MM2 - back ther helped him out
\‘b
>

and Senior Chief - was back ther
Q

N
with no regard to his own safety. &\ﬁ\g@- also uh was
¢SO

back there and helping me get the ms.\‘%)ut Um, DCC -
D

DCl - [phonetic], Dcmv'- (phonetic]ET3 -
%\0

and FC2 - with the J.rg%sg.’:lgators, and they were going

X
down to Berthings andﬁt{@@n you know things were going bad

’Q \Q/
and uh they were fm@ all over the place doing a lot.
O

R
LCDR _ E23 [sic] - and who was the last
& &
It was uh ET3 - and FC2 -

S &
> .
Q.@I@T)R - All right I want to make sure I got
N\
[ESee™ ]
LCDR - Okay. Qkay. Thank you.

LIEUTENANT - So we definitely appreciate all

one?

the information you provided to us today. Uh, definitely
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helping f£ill out the picture of what we know and what we
don’t know about this casualty. At this point in time, I
want to give the floor to you. If you have any questions
for us, or if there is anything that’s been on your mind
that we didn’t ask about that you want to make sure that we

did know ahout. &
\\

Q

thorough. Sorry, I couldn’'t remember all g@blt but I told
N
%%

you guys everything, so. stb

LIEUTENANT - And we appg@c ‘te that.

S
\

LIEUTENANT - Um, \?rom uh from here if you do
& Q
have any further quest10g§?8§>some information comes up an

hour later -- oh I w;s&’ g&qﬂad told them uh please feel free
to reach out to u%§6§§é§h be glad to collect that
information. &@@%&Q\e‘l\:ﬂdltlonally, as the investigation is
cngoing we Q&.k ‘ghat you please not discuss uh these
J.nterv:l.ng%:@&T:h anyone else because we want to make sure we
haveg&ﬁgigar picture and a clear story from each person and

ES
not Qiart getting different stories mixed together. Um, so

we would appreciate it if you really didn't discuss what we
talked about with other personnel.
LIEUTENANT - Excellent. Thank you so much for

your time.
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CAPTAIN - Thank you too.
S
(&
5O
\Q
"&b
&
\‘b
)
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