
David Davis notes on witnessing Flying Wing crash in Norco, CA on Monday, 22 April 2019 at about 12:15 
pm.   I can be reached at  (work phone): 
 
A co-worker and I were walking on the NSWC Corona base perimeter trail, headed north, toward the 
prison boundary.  I heard an aircraft engine sound that seemed unusually loud and different, prompting 
me to look up.  The aircraft, a yellow flying wing, was about 45 degrees above the horizon, flying east, 
maybe less than a mile away.  The aircraft was northwest of our walking direction at about point A and 
appeared to be flying normally.  While watching and commenting, “look at that it’s a flying wing…”, the 
aircraft started to execute a roll (point B).  The aircraft rolled completely around but came out of the roll 
pitched significantly down, and losing altitude.  The engine sound was louder during these maneuvers, 
similar to what one hears at an airshow during stunt performances.  The aircraft was now flying more 
south than east after rolling back upright, but still in the dive.  As the aircraft began to pull out of the 
dive, I recall seeing several pieces of material coming off of the aircraft, flashing with reflected sunlight.  
The aircraft was now heading south (point C), lined up opposite our walking direction, directly in front of 
and pointing straight toward us.  I remember thinking that the pilot needed to pull up more quickly, 
because he was still descending and would be on us within seconds.  At that point, maybe just a few 
hundred feet above the ground, the aircraft suddenly rolled and turned to the east, dropping quickly 
and passing behind some trees and a hill north of us toward the prison yard.  We then heard the impact, 
an explosion and saw a large fireball and smoke cloud above the prison.  Google Earth shows our 
distance from the crash site at about 0.35 miles. 
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From:   
Sent: Wednesday, April 24, 2019 5:26 PM 
To: eyewitnessreport 
Subject: KCNO Flying Wing Accident  
  
To whom it may concern. The accident yesterday Chino  FlyinWing 
  
I was the Student pilot from KCNO whom with my CFI were sent to investigate the accident from the air.  My aircraft 
N298PW.  The FlyinWing pilot Dave and I were at the runup area, holding short of 26R. I was next in line after the 
STEARMAN.  After seeing the Wing coming up to runup via Alpha. I told my CFI let’s give him priority. SAs he turned to 
hold short 26R he took time /bowed his helmet to us. We  raised our thumps up to him we continue taking pictures and 
videos. I proceeded to taxi behind him.  
  
26R was the assigned runway for the FlyinWing.   I was sent N298PW to cross 26R via Papa hold short of 26L at Papa and 
change frequencies. 120.12.  The wing departed then I departed with on a South‐East departure below 2500. 8 minutes 
into my flight to Lakes Mathews we received a distress call form KCNO tower requesting us if we could assist? Do we see 
any distress around ATC asked us?  aircraft is missing. Suddenly we so the plumed black of smoke up in the air.  
  
  
Air space was clear for us to go directly to the crash area...I have pictures of the crash area as we were the first 
responders from the air that I can share. Also his last pictures of this legendary aircraft / Pilot who took the Wing for its 
last flight.. 
  
  
Contact me if I can be of any help. 
  
  
  
Best regards. 
  
  
Ruben F Medina 
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RECORD OF CONVERSATION 

Joshua D. Cawthra 
Senior Aviation Accident Investigator 
Western Pacific Region  
 
Date: April 24, 2019 
Person Contacted: Ryan Elssmann 
NTSB Accident Number: WPR19FA118 
 
 
Narrative: 
 
During a telephone conversation with Mr. Elssmann, he reported that while in the practice area 
near Lake Mathews, at an altitude of about 5,500 ft msl, he was monitoring the frequency 123.5, and 
saw the “wing” on his map.  Mr. Elssmann said that he does not recall any n numbers, but heard the 
pilot asking his location, and that he was switching over to the emergency frequency and had a single 
engine failure.  Mr. Elssmann said that no further communication was heard.   
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RECORD OF CONVERSATION 

Joshua D. Cawthra 
Senior Aviation Accident Investigator 
Western Pacific Region  
 
Date: April 23, 2019 
Person Contacted: Ryan Tello 
NTSB Accident Number: WPR19FA118 
 
 
Narrative: 
 
During a telephone conversation with Mr. Tello, he reported that he was walking his dog along 
the river, about ½ mile from the prison.  He heard the sound of something dropping down, 
turned, and saw the accident airplane turning.  Mr. Tello said that the airplane tried to pull up, 
and nose dived into an area near the prison or Naval Base. 
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RECORD OF CONVERSATION 

Joshua D. Cawthra 
Senior Aviation Accident Investigator 
Western Pacific Region  
 
Date: April 23, 2019 
Person Contacted: Richard Hill 
NTSB Accident Number: WPR19FA118 
 
 
Narrative: 
 
Mr. Hill reported that while located near the water tower near the CRC, he observed the airplane 
approaching his location on an easterly heading, with the engine cutting in and out, then appeared normal.  
Mr. Hill stated that the airplane then performed a “loop” and rolled into the ground shortly after. 
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RECORD OF CONVERSATION 

Joshua D. Cawthra 
Senior Aviation Accident Investigator 
Western Pacific Region  
 
Date: April 23, 2019 
Person Contacted: Duke Tanulonis 
NTSB Accident Number: WPR19FA118 
 
 
Narrative: 
 
Mr. Tanulonis reported that he was located on the road north of the accident site, and observed the 
airplane flying south over the baseball / house area on prison ground before it made a left turn.  Shortly 
after, the airplane appeared to make a barrel roll at a low altitude and begin to wobble.  Mr. Tanulonis 
said that a short time later, the canopy separated from the airplane, and the airplane wobbled a second 
time before it rolled to the right and nosed into the ground.  He could not recall what the engines 
sounded like.   
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