
  MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD 
 
Douglass Brazy 
Air Safety Investigator 
Eastern Region Aviation    August 20, 2019 
 
Subject: NTSB investigation ERA19FA249, N303TL, Cessna T303, Lagrangeville, New York, 
August 17, 2019. Interviews with passenger on board N303TL, FAA FSDO Inspector, and 
Airport Manager 
 
Passenger Eduardo Tio 
 
On August 20, 2019, Mr. Eduardo Tio, a passenger on board N303TL who was seated in the 
copilot’s seat, provided the following information during an interview:  
 
On the evening before the accident, Mr. Tio and family members were planning a vacation for the 
following day. When the pilot arrived home from work, he informed them that he would need to 
instead travel to Montgomery, NY. Mr. Tio and another passenger, Mr. Diaz, would travel with 
the pilot to Montgomery. Mr. Tio recalled that before departing Republic airport (FRG), in 
Farmingdale, NY (where the airplane was based), the pilot performed an engine run-up. Mr. Tio 
did not recall if the pilot performed an engine run-up before departing from Orange County 
airport (MGJ), Montgomery, NY, or before departing Sky Acres airport (44N), Millbrook, NY.  
 
The flight from FRG to MGJ was uneventful. The pilot filed a flight plan using his IPad, as he 
always did. Mr. Tio was seated in the copilot’s seat. Mr. Tio had previously taken some flying 
lessons, and he made radio transmissions during the flight with some assistance from the pilot on 
what to say. After landing at MGJ, Mr. Tio and Mr. Diaz waited at the fixed-base-operator while 
the pilot went to meet a client. After the pilot returned, they boarded the airplane and flew to 44N 
to purchase fuel. They weren’t able to fly directly to 44N due to airspace restrictions and had to 
deviate around the Poughkeepsie area. The flight was uneventful. After landing at 44N they 
taxied to the fuel pump, where the pilot and Mr. Diaz exited the airplane to fuel it. Mr. Tio 
attempted to close/seal a small window on the pilot’s side of the airplane which had been noisy 
during the previous flights. They noticed someone mowing the grass at the airport while there. 
After fueling, they taxied the airplane to runway 17 for takeoff. During takeoff, the pilot began to 
“pull back”, and as the airplane climbed to about 50-100 ft above ground level (AGL), both 
engines “started to fail”. They did not fail completely but sounded as if they “were not getting full 
RPM”. The engines were “stuttering” and continued to do so until impact. Mr. Tio thought they 
would land straight ahead, but the airplane started to pull to the left. Mr. Tio described the 
leftward motion as “sliding/translating laterally to the left”. The pilot stabilized the airplane and 
prevented further drifting to the left, and the airplane flew over the grass on the left side of the 
runway. They flew straight ahead toward some obstacles off the end of the runway (a house or 
trees or both) and cleared those obstacles by flying over them and not deviating left or right. The 
airplane was at about 100 ft AGL and would not climb any higher. After clearing the obstacles, 
the airplane veered to the left (Mr. Tio motioned with his hand a left banking turn). Mr. Tio saw 



tress behind the house prior to impact and believed that the pilot veered to the left to avoid hitting 
the house head on. The impact was at a “very slow speed” with one wing striking the ground and 
the other striking the trees and the house. There was very little forward motion after the wing 
struck the ground. During the flight, Mr. Tio did not hear any bells or alarms at any time. The 
pilot did not say anything to Mr. Tio or Mr. Diaz during the accident sequence and he did not 
make any radio transmissions.   
 
After impact, Mr. Tio removed his seatbelt and heard a “woosh” of fuel and saw flames. He 
recalled after the accident that there was an emergency exit on the right side of the airplane, but 
he forgot all about it at the time, and made his way to the main cabin door, yelling for everyone to 
get out. He moved the latch on the cabin door, but the door did not open. He kicked the door 
several times until it did open. He then jumped down onto some wood and other obstacles below 
the door. The pilot and Mr. Diaz were initially not reacting. The pilot was alive but was 
unconscious. Mr. Tio was yelling that they had to get out. He then heard Mr. Diaz yelling for 
help. Mr. Diaz made his way to the door and then down to the ground below. Mr. Tio dragged 
Mr. Diaz away from the airplane, and then returned to try and assist the pilot. However, the fire 
was too intense, and the door opening was too high above his head to re-enter the airplane.  
 
Mr. Tio then ran to the front of the house where helpers were moving Mr. Diaz to the yard of the 
neighboring house. He saw an injured/burned woman yelling for help from a small swimming 
pool in front yard of the house, unable to move. He yelled to nearby helpers to assist him and he 
pulled the woman away from the house to the neighboring yard.  
 
Mr. Tio then saw another woman inside the house yelling from a second story window on the side 
of the house furthest away from the fire. An air conditioning unit had been kicked out of the 
window frame and lay on the ground below. Mr. Tio moved the unit out of the way and 
encouraged the woman to jump from the window. Helpers then approached with ladders, and Mr. 
Tio put a ladder up to the window and assisted the woman down the ladder.  
 
Mr. Tio then sat with Mr. Diaz and waited for the ambulances to arrive.  
 
Mr. Tio added that both the pilot and copilot seats were equipped with lap belts and shoulder 
harnesses, which they both wore. The shoulder harnesses for both seats were “loose”. Mr. Diaz 
had been seated in the rear right seat, which Mr. Tio believed was equipped with a lap belt only. 
Mr. Tio believed that all would have survived if there were no fire.  
 
Mr. Tio added that the airplane had flown to Charlotte, North Carolina for an annual inspection, 
upholstery work, and refilling of the oxygen tank in July 2019. It remained at the maintenance 
facility for about 3-4 weeks. He said that the pilot had about 1,500 hours of flight experience. The 
pilot had owned a Beech Baron about 3-4 years ago, and a single engine airplane prior to that.     
 
   
FAA Inspector - Wayne VanSteenburg 
 
On August 18, 2019, FAA Inspector Wayne VanSteenburg, from the Teterboro, New Jersey 
Flight Standards District Office provided the following information via telephone:  
 
Mr. VanSteenburg took a sample from the 100LL (the only fuel available) self-service fuel tank 
at Sky Acres airport (44N), Millbrook, New York. He reported that the fuel was blue in color and 
did not contain any water.  
 



Airport Manager – Steven Styles 
 
On August 19, 2019, Mr. Steven Styles, airport manager at the Sky Acres Airport (44N), 
Millbrook, New York, provided the following information during an interview:  
 
Mr. Styles was mowing the grass at the airport on the day of the accident. He was wearing 
protective earmuffs and listening to music at the time. He observed N303TL as it arrived at the 
airport from the southwest and flew directly over the airport. The landing gear and flaps were 
down. The airplane seemed to be lower than the 1,500 ft pattern altitude. It entered a left 
crosswind traffic pattern leg for runway 17. Mr. Styles did not view the airplane any further 
during its landing.  
 
Mr. Styles next observed the airplane as it was taking off. He was unable to hear the airplane’s 
engines or propellers, as he was wearing protective earmuffs and listening to music. He first 
noticed the airplane when it was about 800-1000 ft down the runway, just as it began to rotate. 
Mr. Styles described the rotation as “abrupt”, and that the takeoff was not as “gradual and 
shallow” as the other light twin airplanes that he had previously and often observed during 
takeoff from the airport. After rotation the airplane deviated to the left of the runway, and as it did 
so, the roll attitude was very shallow, and it appeared to be yawing to the left. The airplane’s 
“nose was very high” and appeared to be “attempting to climb”.  The airplane then made a 
correction toward the right, which appeared as a right yawing motion. Mr. Styles’ view of the 
airplane was then briefly obstructed by the airport’s fuel tank. As it came back into his view, the 
airplane’s nose was lower, it had a slight right roll attitude, and then the nose pitched upward “as 
if to climb”. However, the airplane “seemed to sink” until he lost sight of it as it flew behind 
some trees. About a minute later, after he had removed his ear protection, he heard a “thud” and 
saw smoke rising in the distance. 
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