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Propeller and spinner, left wing tip, cabin top

After multiple ights and roughly 50 landings over a couple of days, myself and the instructor felt satis ed that I had good control of the 
airplane and we decided to head back to his house to nish up the log books and make sure I met all the requirements to be able to take 
the plane to Afton, WY.
Upon landing at Van Aire (CO12), the wheels touched down, there was a very light bounce which didn’t bother me, and I calmly applied a 
little power to help stabilize (which is taught in tail-draggers to help stabilize at slow speeds). I corrected the small error and was back 
rmly on the ground in a straight line for a successful landing. The instructor began telling me to “Cut power” and I slowly began pulling 

power back in order to make sure I was maintaining control of the airplane and letting it coast to a controlled stop. The instructor 
continued to say “Cut Power, Cut Power” in an increasingly urgent tone; which to me indicated that perhaps he saw something I couldn’t 
see approaching the runway. (The runway is located amongst a bunch of backyards in a neighborhood where kids sometimes ride 4-
wheelers, so I was conscientious that someone might not see us). When I tried to pull all the power completely back, it was already fully 
back, so when I heard him say “Cut Power, Cut Power” again (in what sounded like an urgent tone to me) I felt I needed to try expedite 
the stop by applying brakes - instead of letting it continue to slow down on it’s own the way it was already doing. 
When I applied the breaks to try to slow the plane down, the weight of the plane went too far forward. We went up slowly on the nose and 
slowly tipped over the top. 
Ultimately, I interpreted the tone of the instructor’s voice yelling “Cut Power! Cut Power!” on the landing roll (which I felt I had under 
control) to mean that something entered the runway that shouldn’t be there an we might hit it. I think that because the runway is located 
inside a neighboorhood (next to the house his family lives) we were both a little more cautious than we need to be out in the country 
where nobody is around.  And the urgency of repeatedly hearing “Cut Power” after landing made me think someone might have been in 
danger. It was just an unfortunate misunderstanding between 2 pilots trying to make sure everyone was safe. Fortunately it only ended up 
in minor injuries to the pilots and nobody else got hurt.



I think it could have been prevented by clearer communication upon landing. I felt like I was in control and we had plenty of room on the 
runway to come to a controlled stop. Hearing “cut power! cut power!” on a landing where there was plenty of room in front of me to stop 
made me worry that the instructor saw something on the runway we were going to hit.
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Myself and the instructor unfastened our harnesses and climbed out the door.
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