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ST

JOSEPH ANDERSON
July 23,2022 18:19:45

See C-3 narrative.

RICHARD OTLOWSKI - CAR3
July 23,2022 18:32:34

E-3 and E-2 were dispatched to a reported fully involved electric bus in the parking 
lot. Based on dispatch information, C-3 upgraded the response to a full assignment. 
On arrival of C-3, a full size transit bus was heavily involved with fire at the 
rear of the bus. There was no immediate exposure issues to any structures. E-3 laid 
into a yard hydrant and deployed a 1 3/4 inch handline in an attempt to darken down 
the fire. This was confirmed to be a fully electric operated bus that had already 
been locked out and tagged out for repair. Once it was determined that the battery 
cells were burning tactics were changed to a defensive mode of operation with 
limited water usage to prevent toxic runoff. E-3 was relocated further away from the 
bus to an area where they established another water supply and redeployed their 
handline. 3 storm drains were diked to prevent the water that was initially used 
from further entering the storm drains that exit into an onsite retention pond. Dirt 
and boo
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ms from the Special Operations Unit were use to aid in the containment. There were a few 
incidents of white embers coming off of the battery cells landing approximately 25-30 
feet into a wooded area. Tower 1 was deployed to use the master stream to wet down the 
area while avoiding the main fire. At this time the bus was fully involved with fire. 
Crews rotated between exposure protection and rehab due to the elevated ambient 
temperature. The Hamden CERT team was on scene to provide rehab stations. Once a 
majority of the bus had burned away, there was an attempt to extinguish the remaining 
fire, however the rear area with the battery cells continued to flare up. Over the next 
several hours a cycle of smoldering smoke changing to a heavier charged smoke, then 
changing to a flare up of fire lasting less than a minute, subsiding to a weak 
flickering fire that lasted for about 10 minutes occurred. In between those cycles 
smoldering wispy smoke was emitting for the area. At this point the incident stabilized 
the crew started to break down equipment. CT DEEP was on scene to sample the water 
runoff and determined that the water Ph was neutral. The diking was opened to allow the 
accumulated water to drain. The Hamden fire marshal was on scene and he notified the 
state fire marshals office. E-3 was left in place as a fire watch. Crews were cleared 
from the scene while various units were rotated over the next several hour for fire 
watch. The last 3 watch rotation from 3:30 pm to 8:30 pm reported no flare ups of fire, 
just slight smoldering smoke. The decision was made to end the fire watch. CT transit's 
on site representatives were made aware. They stated that their plan was to have someone 
rotate around the parking, lot inspecting all of the electric busses including the fire 
bus. They would contact us if it appeared that the bus was burning again. There was one 
firefighter injury from this event and he was transported to the hospital. 
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ST

TERRENCE GOULD
July 23,2022 12:45:16

Dispatched to medical. Paramedic performed ALS assessment. Patient transported to 
hospital with Hamden Fire medic on board. See EPCR for details.
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ST

BRIAN GAGNON
July 25,2022 05:13:28

E3 responded to reported smoke and orange glow coming from the vehicle remains of 
the previous vehicle fire on 07/23/22. Property staff noticed the smoldering during 
their rounds. E3 arrived to find smoke coming from the area of the passenger side 
rear wheel-well of the remains of the electric bus fire (as reported). The bus fire 
had already been investigated and the loss recorded. E3 applied approximately 15 
gallons of water to the wheel and tire, and overhauled the hotspot. Property staff 
will continue to monitor the remains of the vehicle. E3 cleared. E3 notified the FMO 
by email. BG
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