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Qn Sunday Novewber 15, 2009 1 $ad an appointment with Dun Wills to take an FAA practical test fora
Sport Pilot License. He was goingito fly down trom Malone snd meet me at Saratoga County Axrpon ‘
where ] keep my plane. The fw ceilings for the weathor looked low in the early miorming 5o we had
planned on meeting ot 10am. The Jweather was due to improve considerably as the day weat on. Iteceived
a cal} at about 9:20 from Dan. Hc kmd that the weather still did not look good for him to fly down but we
both agreed that it was due to i lmprove in the near futwe. Dan said that all he had going on was a Hockey
Game at 6:30. He seid he would call me in a little while when the weather. xmprowd Ax sbout 11:30am
Dan called and seid he was gomg o geab some Iunch and then head down. He called mm at about

4 ‘

' 12, 20am and said he was headmg‘down 16 Sarutogu and would be there at about );30pm. At abouit 1 ASpm '

Dan armived at the sirport in & mkr Cherokee, | 0bserved him land and wxi, 1) appeased normal with the
operation of the plane He was acéompmd by & person who he introduced to me as kiy friend Ron. We
headed over to my hangar and staited some paperwark for my prwﬁca! flight test. After the paperwork we
reviewed the rules of the Sport Pziot license 85 [s required as the oral part of the practical test. e then
watched a8 1 did the! preflight mad_mmn on my plane. His fricnd Ron stayed around the hangar observing
and looking over the planes. Dan faud [ then entered my plane and started the flying part of my exam.
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We departed and headed towaxdé Galway. We dida landing at Galway and headed back towards Smtogu
and did several flight maneuvers| on the way back. We landed back at Saratoga shortly before 4pm and
completed more paperwork for the issuance of my Sport Pilot License, | walked Damrand Ron back to-
their plans at the Notth - Ameneuh hangar where they used the restroom.and got a drivk and snack. out of
the machine. A lineman in the hmgnr asked if tbey needed apything. 1 asked Dan if he needed fucl or
anything and he stated no. T saxd[goodbye and they started entering the plane. walked back over to my
hangar where an individual was bbsemng my plane. I talked to him for a féw minutes and then entered
my planc for a short ride before bark. As 1 started to taxi | announced aver the radio frequency for the
Suratogs eirport that 1 was taxiiﬂ.g and T hicerd Dan say over the radio “good luck Pat”, | believe he was -
already in the zir at that time., Sai-atoga sirport does not have & control tower and pilots are to announce
their posmom near the airport oﬁ & specific frequency. 1 did not sée bim take off from the airport. 1 myed
inthe. gencral vzc:mty ‘of the ahﬁort 1did climb to 2000°MSL to the north of the airport with very good
visibility. As T recall it uppeared ]ﬁurly cleur sbove Saratoga at that time although some clouds could be
scene in the dtﬂmce. 1 believe Den was headed back to Malone when he departed but he did not say so
specifically. Dan and Ron both gppeared to be in good health and exhibited no unusual behavior. During
my contact that day with Dan, we did speak briefly about the flight over. He said it was a nice flight and’
that they hit & couple bumps over the mountains but was mostly smooth. Dan did refer to being “pushed
down a bit” at one point on the way over. Also in our conversations in the moming he did sound like he
was referring 10 specific weather data that he was looking at while talkmg with me.

On Novernber 16" at a little aﬁer 4pm 1 received a call from North Ammm Flight service at Saratoga
Airport inquiring about whether I hed contact with a Dan Wills on Sunday. She said that they received a
‘call from a woman that said Dani had not been heard from that day. I fold them about my practical test '
with him on Sunday and that he had left Saratoga a little past 4pm. (End)
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