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STATEMENT OF __ .. GaJ e Euget!~ Wi!_l!tnns .. ___ ,TAKEN AT __ ).~80 ~~_. _ __§}_~li. 

·-·,BY . Dct ~. Ter,ry )i'ord 

. ____ ON THIS ... __ 19th ···---· .:. .·DAYOF __ A~g • 

19_9~ AT. 1600 .HOURS. 

Mynamels _ .. Gn.le ~~gene Wi.l.l iam~, W/M,_--- ... __ , 1 am .. 49 ._years of age, 

having been born in __ ....;F--9.,~t R11~v •.. KHn. ·--- ... ____ ,I live at 

_ G~~ndvj. ew, Mo.~. 640~.0-__ _ • Phone Number-

Employed: Rocky MountHln Heljcopter:;, 1000 Cnrondlet. Kansas City, Mo. 6lll )li, -

Q.--Mr. Williams you have ~tnt,~d that on 7-27-95 at approximately 11:50 p.m. you were 
nt the Downtown Airport, Executive Heechcraft where you witnessed· the lncltlEtllt involving 
a KanRas City, Mo. police helicopter, #643KC. WjlJ you relate to me what you observed? 

A.--J am a mechanic for the Rocky Mountnin Hel!copt:er Co. and have b~cn ~o employed for 
the pnRt fifteen years. 1 was at the ))own town AJrport waiting for a St . ._lor.eph Hoapi tn] 
helicopter to land for maintenance. At nbout 11:45 p.m. I observed the police helicoptel 
land, At that time I was in Ride the buLl ding. I could sec the helicopter 1 nnd jur.t 
outsjda the door. There were two officers jn the alrera{t, One of them got out nnd 
walked into the building and then walked to the pi] ot 's lounge. 1'hc other o{fj ccr stnyec 
in the aircraft. The rotors were turning on the ajrcraft at an jdle or a little bit 
above. About threa or four minutes 1nter the offic~r who had gon~ into the pilot's 
lounge came out and walked back outajdc and got into the :'lircraft:. He got in on the 
left side of the helicopter. 1~en the other officer got out and walked into the huildin 
nnd theu went toward the directjon of the louug(t. l should ment:fon thnt when the {:lrst 
officer walked back out~ide I :Collowed him out of the building. About two minutes after 
I walk~d outf;ide several huainess people cnme out of the buj J ding at Beech J•:xccutive and 
walked townrd a corporate jet which was parked on the other side of the pol i('.e helicopte. 
~he pilot of the police helicopter throttled up and repositioned his aircraft juRt to 
the north of where he was parked. l'he reason J heJieved he d:fd thiR was to clE!ar the wa 

for the busincRR people to get to their jet. The helicopter appeared to lift off the 
parking area nnrmnlly and hovered to th~ second location. Everythjng looked normal to 
me as he landed from the hover.-. The pilot th~n lowored the cull~ct:lvc and at about tll 
time he reduced the RPMa. At lhttt t:J.mc: the nircra{t started to enter into ground reson­
ance, I cnuld hear the p1..1 ot :ipply. ·· power .'lnd collective. 'J'he aircraft swung about 
20 degrecR to the left with the nose tt 11 ttle nhove ley-eJ ·. The nircraft wat5 less tl' 
a foot off the nrotmd when 1 startc~ henring loud no1sc6. lt sound~d like the main rot< 
blade strikirig the taiJhoom. Wlthjn seconds the. aircraft wn~ back on the flround with tl 

left s1dc striking the gro\md first. PJeces of the aircraft was sliding across the 
parking area nwny from the aircraft. The E!ngjnc quit and I then e1pproached the aircra{1 
to tsee jf the pilot was injured. J. ask the pllot if he was ok and he statC!d that he wa: 
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Q. --Mr. Williams did you notice thE'! po~ition or .'lngle of the mttln rotor di~c Jtast prior 

to the aircraft ntarting to vibrnte? 

A.--The rotor dl~c appeared to be level. 

Q.--Mr. Williams did you ob.~;erve the poslt1on or the angle of the mnin rotor dis:;c make 
any abrupt changer. just prior to the nircraft stnrting to vibrate? 

A.--It appeared to remain level until he tried to liftoff and th~n the front o{ the disc 
nppeare.cl to rine. and then the a:i rc.r~ft 1::1 ftcd off nofle high and ynwed to the left. 

Q. --Mr, Williatns could. you obRerve the pilot fl .. om your ·posj tion? 

A.--It was dnrk. I could not sec him clearly but I could see hi1n. 

Q.--Mr. Williams did ynu see the pilot mnkc nny abrupt movements of the {light controls 
jnRl prior to the aircraft RtartitlR :into the v1.brntion?. 

A.··-1 did not sec him make any abrupt movementn befor~ the vibration stnrted. 

Q.--Mr. WilliHms based on your ~xpcri~nc~ Ha a helicopter utcchanic are you familar with 

the condition kJlown as ground r~aonnnc.c? 

A.--Yen air. 

Q.--Mr. Williams etre you famila.r with ~;ituat:fons which cause ground resone1ncc'l 

A.--Yet; f:$:1.r. 

Q.--Mr. W:flJjn.mH in your opinion di.d thiR aircraft get into the condjtion known ns ground 

rcsonnnce? 

A.--Yes sjr. 

Q.--Mr. Willjams did you hear or ubs~rv~ anything that could of cau~e the nircraft to 

enter ground rcsononce? 

A.--I henrd or obs€!rvcd nothinr. which would cause ground resonance. 

Q. --Mr. Wj 1J i nmr:; i:-~ there anything els~ you wish to add to this stat(!ment '! 

A ... -li'rom my experience 1 could not f::ind fault in nny of the pilot's net ions. ny the time 
the pilot had sufficient power for liftoff the aircraft was-s}:laking viol(mt.ly. 

Q.--Mr. Wj]Jiums -will you read and sign this-; Ht~t(!n&cnt con$;ist1ng of two type written 
pages because it is the truth? 

A.--Yes l will. 

~n. -4- A 1 ., 
WlTNESS: ~- X , (). 6 . (_. __ _ 

Wl'l'N~:SS:~ .£ C Jl:Lft!'ij::g( 
7 

SIGN~*'"' 



Phone conversation with Gale Williams 

The pilot had the aircraft on the ground for a couple of seconds 
at least. The pilot had just started to reduce power when ground 
resonance started. 

It wasn't bouncing up and down, but oscillating to each corner of 
the skids (slightly) It progressively worsened within 2 to 3 
seconds before the pilot applied power. 

Power applies (2800 3100 rpm's). A/C started coming up .5 - 1 
second, nose came up first. It was well into ground resonance 
when lifting off the ground. 

Nose went up 20 degrees- above level, less that a foot off 
ground. 
Left gear came down continues swinging-blade hit tail boom. The 
nose swerved 30 40 degrees to left. 2nd blade hit tail boom. 
Blades did at least 1 revolution, 2 3 revolutions likely. 
Pilot shut down a/c when tailboom was struck. 

The blades were in flat pitch position. No change in blade path. 
The blade path was level with the ground. It didn't pitch 
forward or back, left of right, as far as witness could see. 




