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'EVIDENCE:
Item: Quantity: .. Description:
01 it B g _Hand written statements from witnesses (Original copies).
QZ SIS P 01 - Compact disc containing digital audio recordings of

transmissions and phone calls of the incident (taken from
dispatch radio archives).

s "lpiacedtheabove items into an evidence locker at the Colorado River Station on 08/28/13,

l) Omcal Inmdent Log (2 pages)
2j { 1dent History Report Summary (3 pages)
¥ i :ple_s of Witness statements (13 pages)

' '__y. Augusl 26,2013, about 1320 hours, Bureau of Land Management (BLM) U.S. Ranger Cortazar
e at the Desert Sunlight Solar Project in Desert Center, California. Desert Center, California is a
small commurllty about'48 miles west of Blythe, California in the unincorporated area of Riverside County.
Due to a rain storm the previous day, U.S. Ranger Cortazar and I were at the solar project conducting a BLM
compliance check, arid we were accompanied by Therese Carpenter who is the Environmental Manager at
the Desert Sun}ight Solar Project.

About 1326 hours, we were travelling southbound near the south east fence line at the Desert Sunlight Solar
Project, in Ranger Cortazar’s patrol unit. 1saw a small fixed wing airplane flying in the sky about 1000 feet
in the air, less than one mile from the southeast fence line of the solar project. The airplane started making
erratic maneuvers in the air. The plane was travelling west and made a sharp U-turn and started heading

~east. U.S. Ranger Cortazar and Carpenter witnessed what I was seeing because we started to talk about the

maneuvers the plane was making. The plane’s wings started to dip downward side to side, exposing the top
and bcll){ of the plane, as we were looking at the left side while it was in the air southeast of our location.
The nose of the planc started to move downward toward the ground and abruptly. maneuvert,d back upward
toward t e sky as it was still in an casterly direction. The plane started a second nosedive toward the ground,
and turn d counter clockwise exposing the top of the plane to our view before it ctashed into the ground.

irplane crashed into the ground approximately three tenths of a mile southeast of the Desert Sunlight ~

Solar Prgject southeast fence line. Icould not see the airplane from the solar site after the;airplane crashed
because the desert foliage was too high, but | could see black smoke coming from the area. where we lost

sight of the airplane. Iradioed dispatch, advising an airplane crashed and rcqucstcd dispatch to contact Cal

Fire to resP(}nd

. U.S. Ranger Cortazar drove me back to my patrol unit. U.S. Ranger Cortazar and I drove south on Kaiser
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8 power line road about one mile south of the southern fence line of the solar project. U.S. Ranger
rand I started to drive east into the desert to get to the wreckage. Due to the terrain, I had to drive in
| drive™ through the desert to get to the wreckage so I would not get stuck in the sand. U.S.
yrtazar and 1 got our units stuck in the sand about 300 yards from the crash site. U.S. Ranger
‘ar Ihad to run about 300 yards to get to the wreckage. U.S. Ranger Cortazar and | arrived at the
ite bmn 1337 hours The crash site was approx:matdy one m1lc c_asl of Kalacr Road in lhl. desert.

' held ﬁrc hxtmgu;shers (20 small, 3 mcdlum and 3 large). Cal flre personm,] were on scene as well

i g to extinguish the fire, but due to the terrain they were unable to drive their fire engine to the crash

safety reqmremcnt for the solar site.

8 ¥ S Ranger Conazar gave me grid Loordmate‘: to the crash site. The Coordinates are as follows: N 33
47,730/ W 115 22.865. For further information regarding U.S. Ranger Cortazar’s 1nv0|vement in this
mc;aem refer to'BLM case number LM13022928.

Aﬁcr the majority of the flames were extinguished, ] assigned an area about 150 to 200 fegt.southwest of the
cmh site as the command post (CP). Iinstructed everyone to move away from the wreckage and meet at the
'CP. I secured about a 100 foot perimeter (radmx) around the wreckage with yellow Sheriff’s tape. No solar

: proiect employees came forward when U.S. Ranger Cortazar asked if anyone had any mju.nes resulting from-

mc:dent therefore I believe no one was E‘.['Ijllrt,d

Ab‘)_ut 1f4 2 h_ours, I started a ““Critical Incident Log" for this incident. For further information regarding the
“CriticallIncident Log " refer to attachments.

Rl

A California Highway Patrol (CHP) helicopter landed shortly after [ set the perimeter around the wreckage.

The p1lot Janded about 50 yards from the east perimeter of the wreckage. 1spoke to CHP Sergeant Cannon,

who is a/pilot for CHP Air Operations, and he advised me he took aerial photographs of the wreckage,
Sergeant Cannon advised he will send the pictures to the Colorado River Station. 1 will complete a
supplemental report for the photographs when they are received.

About 1415 hours, Captain Wood, and Sergeant Velarde arrived on scene. Sergeant Velarde became
incident commander of the scene.

About 1420 hours, Investigators Espinoza and Smothermon arrived and assumed_the investigation, but 1 -

continued to assist Inivestigator Espinoza in this investigation. For further information regarding this
invcstigation refer to Investigator Espinoza’s supplemental report.

I obtained names of four witnesses who were still at the CP after the penmeter around the wreckage was "
established. All other solar project employees were directed by their supervisors to return to the solar site

before I|was able to interview them. The four witness names are as follows: Adam Ruclas, Charles

Andersol'x Scott Januscheski, and Randy Lawler. All four witnesses advised they saw the airplane making

- erratic maneuvers while the airplane was flying in the air, and they saw the airplane nusedlve into the
| | | .
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rican Medical Response (AMR) personnel arrived on scene a short time after me to treat survivors
b 1fan°y m'e Jocated. This particular AMR unit is assigned to the Desert Sunlight Solar Project as part ofa
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: ground ‘All four witnesses responded and assisted Cal Fire in attempting to extinguish the flames.

- Anderson told Sergeant Velarde Cyr and Randall were employees of the Desert Sunlight Solar Project. The

_ caused. |

-
O 08~ Oy Lh B Lo N —

: supcrvxs o Sergeant Townsend
‘ About l 27 hours Riverside County Forensics 1.D. Technicians Pablo and Arbullo arrived on scene to
propms the crash site for evidencc, '
A_ 0 hTours us. Ranbcr Cortazar hdndcd me hand written statements from 13 solar project employee
Wi' e Who saw and rcspondcd to the crash. [read the hand written statements, and most of the witnesses
belleved he alrplane s engine stalled and the airplane nosedived towards the ground. Witne sses also stated
they heard the engine attempting to restart before the airplane crashed into the ground. For further
mformanon rcgardmb solar project employees statements refer to the handwritten statements (Attac iment 3)
-About 1810 hours Investigator Howard Plagens, an investigator for the National Transportation Safety
Board (NTSB) arrived and conducted an investigation of the crash. For further mformdtmn rcg,ardmg
1nvestxgator Plagens’ investigation refer to NTSB case number WPRI3FA3 88.
_About 1819 hours, Roderick Ealy, a safety inspector for the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), arrived
and conducted an investigation of the crash. For further information regarding Ealy’s investigation refer to
FAA case number WP21201303875. '
Aﬁ_er FAA Investigator Ealy and NTSB Investigator Plagens concluded their investigations, Riverside i
County Deputy Coroner Sergeant Sechrest took over the investigation. The victims were subsequently
removed from the wreckage. Refer to Riverside County Coroners case numbers 2013-07803 (Cyr) and
- 2013-07804 (Randall).
A copy flhis report will be forwarded to investigations for follow up. b
CASE STATUS: Open/CA-2 bk
1§ o
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& met with Serggant Velarde and he told me he spoke to Charles Anderson, who is a Desert Sunlight Solar
~ Project supervisor. Anderson identified the pilot and passenger as Michael Cyr and Jeffrey Randall.

victims were Lasl_(ed with taking aerial photographs of the solar project to assess the damage the storm had

About 1548 hours Riverside County Deputy Coroners Drafton and Comstock arrived on scene with their
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