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Descnption: 

Hand wntten statements from witnesses (Original copies). 

Compact disc containing aigital audio recordings of 
transmissions and phone calls of the incident (taken from 
dispatch radio archives). 

• I placed the a~ove Items into an evidence locker at the Colorado River Station on 08/28/13. 

13 ATTACHME~TS: 

14 
I 5 1) Critical Incident Log (2 pages) 
I 6 :!) lnciden.t I £istory Report Summary (3 pages) 
I 7 3) Copies of Witness statements ( f 3 pages) 

18 
19 DETAlliS: 
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O.n Monday, August 26, 2013, about 1320 hours, l3ureau of Land Management (I3LM) U.S. Ranger Cortazar 

a.~d I \"were at the Des!!rt Sunlight Solar Project in Desert Center, California. Desert Center, California is a 

small community about 48 miles west of Blythe, Cali forma in the unincorporated area. of Riverside County. 

Due to a rain stonn the previous day, U.S . Ranger Cortazar and I were at the solar project conducting a BLM 

compliance check, arid we were accompanied by Therese Carpenter who is the Environmental Manager at 

the Desert Sunlignt Solar Project. 

About I 326 hours, we were travelling southbound near the south east fence I ine at the Desert Sunlight Solar 

Project, in Ranger Cortazar's patrol unit. I sawn small fixed wing airplane flying in the sky about 1 OQO feet 

in the air, less than one mile from the southeast fence line of the so lar project. The airplane started making 

erratic maneuvers in the air. The plane. was travelling west and made a sharp U-tum and started headi!1g 

east. U.S. Ranger Cortazar and Carpenter witnessed what I was seeing because we sta~ed to talk about the 

maneuvers the plane was making. The plane's wings started to dip downward side to side, exposing the top 

and belly of the plane, as we were looking at the left side while it was in the air southea.st of our location. · 

The nos~ofthe plane started to move downward toward the ground and abruptly.man?uvered back up,ward 

toward the sky as it was still in an easterly direction. The plane started a second nosedi\'e tow~d the ground, 

and tum~ counter clockwise cxposmg the top of the plane to our view before it c·tashed into the ground. 

The airp ane crashed tnto the ground approxirn,ttcly three tenths of a mile southeast ~f the Desert Sunlight 

Solar Pr ~ect southeast fence line. I could not sec the airp lane from the solar site after thc,airplan5! crashed 

because e desert foliag<.: was too high, but .I cot.ld set.: black smoke coming from the i)re:~ where we lost 

sight of t e airplane. 1 radioed chspatch , ad-. ising an airplane crashed and requested dispatch to contact Cal 

Fire to respond. 

44 U.S. Ranger Cortizar drove me back to my patrol unit. U.S. Ranger Cortazar and I drove south on Kaiser 
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Road to a power line road about one mile south oftbc southern fence line of the solar project. U.~. Ranger 
Cortazarand I stancd to dri\ e east into the desert to get to the wreckage. Due to the terrain, I had to drive in 
"four wheel drive" through the desert to get to the wreckage so I would not get stuck in the sand. U.S. 
Ranger Gonazar and I got our units stuck in th\! sand about 300 yards from the crash site. U.S. Ranger 
CortazarP,nd I ·had to nm about 300 yards to get to the wreckage. U S. Ranger Cortazar and I arrived at the 
crash sit;;about 1337 hours. The crash site was approximately one mile cast of Kaiser Road in the desert. 
~ere were about 30 to SO solar project employees on scc.:nc attemptlllg to extinguish the flames using hand 
held fire extinguishers (20 small, 3 medium, and 3 large). Cal Fire personnel were on scene as well 
attempting to extinguish the fire, but due to the terrain they were unable to drive their fire engine to the crash 
site. American Medical Response (AMR) personnel arrived on scene a short time after me to treat survivors 
if any were locat~d. This particular AMR unit is assigned to the Desert Sunlight Solar Project as part of a 
safety requirement for tne solar site . 

t;.S Ranger Corta7.ar gave me grid coordinates to the crash site. The Coordinates are as follows: N 33 
4?.73'l/ W 115 22.865. For further infom1ation regarding U.S. Ranger Cortazar's involvement in this 
incident refer to BLM case number LM 13022928. 

After the majority of the flames were extinguished, I assigned an area about 150 to 200 feeLsouthwest of the 
crash site as the command post (CP). I instructed everyone to move away from the ~eckage and meet at the . . . 
CP I secured about a I 00 foot perimeter (radius) around the wreckage with yellow Sheriffs-tape, .No solar 
project employees can:te forward when U.S. Ranger Cortazar asked if anyone had any injuri~s resulting from 
this incident, therefore I believe no one was injured. 

About 1 J02 hours.'! st~cd a '"Critical Incident Log" for this incident. For further information r~garding the 
''CrUica{'Incident Log" refer to attachments. 

A CaJifo~ia Highway Patrol (CHP) helicopter landed shortly after I set the perimeter around the wreckage. 
The pilo landed about 50 yards fTom the cast perimeter of the wreckage. I spoke to CHP Sergeant Cannon, 
who is a pilot for CHP Air Oper.ations, and he advised me he took aerial photographs of the wreckage. 
Sergeant Cannon ad':'iscd he will send the pictures to the Colorado River Station. I will complete a 
supplemental report for the photographs when they are received. 

About 1415 hours, Captain Wood, and Sergeant Velarde arrived on scene. Sergeant Velarde became 
incident commander of the scene. 

About 1420 hours, Investigators Espinoza and Smo'them1on arrived and assumed_ the investigation, but I 
continued to assist Investigator Espinoza in this investigation. For further information regarding this 
investigation refer to Investigator Espinoza's supplemental report. 

I obtained names of four witnesses who were still at the CP after the perimeter around the wreckage was .. _. · 
established. All other solar project employees were directed by their supervisors to return to the solar site · · 
before I was able to interview them The four witness names arc as follows: Adam Ruelas, Charles 
Anderson, Scott Januschesl-.1. and Randy Lawler. All four witnesses advised they saw the airplane mak.ing 
erratic maneuvers ·while the airplane was tlying in the air, and they saw the airplane nosedive into the 
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ground. All four witnesses responded and assisted Cal Fire in attempting to extinguish the flames. 

I met with Sergeant Velarde and he told me he spoke to Charles Anderson, who is a Desert Sunlight Solar 
Project supervisor. Anderson identified the pilot and passenger as Michael Cyr and Jeffrey Randall. 
Anderson told Sergeant Velarde Cyr and Randall were employees of the Desert Sunlight Solar Project. The 
victims were tasked with taking aerial photographs of the solar project to assess the damage the storm had 
caj.lsed. 

About l 548 hours~ Riverside County Deputy Coroners Drafton and Comstock arrived on scene with their 
supervisor Sergeant Townsend. 

About t 627 hours, Riv~rsidc County Forensics I.D. Technicians Pablo and Arbul lo arrived on scene to 
process tHe crash site fo r evidence. 

About 1 d3o ho~rs, U.S. Ranger Cortazar. handed me hand written statements from 13 solar project employee 
\'r1tness~f who saw and responded to the crash. I read the hand vait1cn ste1temcnts. and most of the witnesses 
believed ~e airplane's engine stalled and the airplane nosedived towards the ground. Witnesses also stated 
they heahi the engine attempting to restart before the airplane crashed into the ground. For further 
information regard ing so!ar project employees statements refer to the handv.rittcn s~temcnts (Attachment 3). 

Al;>out 1810 hours, Investigator Howard Plagens, an investigator tor the National Transportation Safety 
Board (NTSB) arrived and conducted an investigation of the crash. For further informatiory regarding 
Investigator Plagens' investigation refer to ';\JTSB case number WPR 13FA388. · 

About 1819 hours, Roderick Ealy, a safety inspector for the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), arrived 
and conducted an investigation of the crash. For f\.lrthcr information regarding Ealy's inve.stigation refer to 
FAA case number WP21 20 1303875. 

. . . 
After FJ\.A Investigator Ealy and NTSB Investigator Plagens concluded their investi gations, Riverside 
County J?cputy Coror.1er Sergeant Sechrest took over the investigation. The victims were subsequently 
removed from the wreckage. Refer to Ri vers icle County Coroners case numbers 2013-07803 (Cyr) and 
20 l l-07 04 (Randall). 

34 A copy f this report will be forwarded to i:nestigations for follow up. 
35 
36 CASES ATUS: Open/( /\-2 
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