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ACCIDENT LA.X98F A008 
Pacific Grove, CA, Oct. 12, 1997 

N555JD, Long EZ 

\VITNESS ST ATmviENT Sl:'NOPSIS 

-GHBY 

Pacific Grove, CA 93950 

Interview conducted on October 14, 1997 at 1600L 
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Inspector Initial Obserration: 1'v1r \\'illoughby was a witness to the accident in the Pacitic Grove area. He 
escorted us to his view point of the accident. His position was located on Acropolis St. approximately one­
half way between Shell Ave and Del 1\lonte Ave. and about one-half mile south from accident site. His view 
above is lU1-obstructed, however, his view towards the accident sight has some trees blocking the his view 
from my estimation of 150 ft. to 50 ft above the water and ground level 

S:l'nopsis of (OilYersation: 

:t-.Jr Willoughby saw the aircraft flying at about 500 ft. (estimated) altitude over the golf 
course (Golf Links) heading in a West direction. The noise of the engine is what directed 
his attention to the a1rcraft. He states that the aircraft engine solU1ded like a two cylinder 
motorcycle engine. It appeared he was going full throttle. He then saw the aircraft make a 
steep nght bank and turn to the North and loss of altitude. At this point he stated "the 
aircratt lost it's RPM, it's momentum, then coughed and sputtered, backfired is a better 
word". Then he noticed the aircraft go out of sight for a moment and then seen the splash 
of the water. 

Inspector comments and obserration: 

By t-.ir Willoughby's interview and observation the aircratt appeared to be heading West, paralleling Del 
Monte Blvd. when he heard the load noise of the engme. This load noise dtrected his attention to the aircraft. 
At a point approximately over him the aircraft made a sharp right bank and tum to the North and the aircraft 
losing altttude. This is when he heard the aircraft lose RPM and then sputtered or backfired. The aircraft then 
went out of sight and then notiCed the splash caused by the impact. 
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FORM APPROVED-OMB No. 004-R-5713 

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20594 

STATEMENT OF WITNESS 

The purpose of this statement is intended solely for use in determining the facts, conditions and circumstances, 
and the probable cause of the subject accident. 

4. 

5. Address 

Date (;!/d /:l., /~9•7 
7 

Hour 

A 66 ge __ =----

/) .,/,/{6"0 5b(l~;~· ~cJ.;./:. 6. Occupatiol1'~ __ , .:...;._·.;:__ ____ _;;____ By whom employed----------------

7. Where were you at the time of the accident ,5(: dt'&;9.[4'd .,5',/,·<·"7: 

8. Tell in your own words what you saw or heard before and at the time the accident occurred. 

NTSB FORM 6120.11 (Rev. 10/77) (Use reverse side of 



National Transportation Safety Board - Statement of Witness 
James W. Willoughby 

On Sunday, October 12, 1997 at 5:30 p.m., my wife and I 
entered Acropolis Street in front of our house and walked 
toward the golf course one half block away to play a round 
of golf. 

Our attention was drawn to the sounds and appearance of an 
experimental type of aircraft flying due west at about 500 
ft. altitude. The engine of the airplane was distinctly 
loud and coarse. It sounded much like a two cycle high 
speed gasoline engine without a muffler. 

As the plane was nearly overhead, it turned and banked on a 
course due north paralleling Acropolis street and headed 
toward the ocean. When the plane was overhead, it emitted 
two loud backfires and carburator choking sounds. The air­
craft was still traveling at a high rate of speed, but was 
losing altitude. As the plane came within about 100 yards 
of the shoreline, it banked again from a horizontal to a 
vertical position. 

We continued to watch the plane and we thought the pilot 
doing some low altitude maneuvers or stunt flying, and 
he would pull out of his downward descent. He did not. 
crashed about 150 yards from the shore in about 30 feet 
water. There was no explosion, just a tremendous splash. 

was 
that 

He 
of 

After making a quick 911 call, I immediately ran down to the 
water's edge where there were other witnesses to the crash. 
On the surface, there were pieces of styrofoam from the air­
craft, and what appeared to be rather large fiberglass 
pieces. One witness told me he had seen a large red colora­
tion in the water at the point of impact. The crash site 
attracted a large number of sea gulls, and the water still 
showed signs of upwelling. Several minutes later, emergency 
vehicles arrived at the scene. 
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Friday, October 24, 1997 11 :31:03 AM Pearson 

ACCIDENT LAX98F A008 
Pacific Grove, CA, Oct. 12, 1997 

N555JD, Long EZ 

\VJTNESS ST ATEl'v!ENT SYNOPSIS 

lllliiiiiiliiiAN 
Pacific CA 93950 

Interview conducted at witness residence on October 14, 1997 at 1730L. 
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Insp~ctor Initial Obs~n·ation: \.Vitness observed from a upstairs room, looking out of a bay view window 
facing North. The residence location is one block South of and parallel to Ocean View Blvd. The view is 
blocked hy other homes and trees at a level of approximately 100 ft above ground. Some of the comment is 
made by the mother who was in the room at the same time, but did not see the aircraft 

Synopsis of conv~rsation: 

Her attention was drawn by the loud noise of the engme. Her first site of the aircraft was 
that it pointed straight do.vn and then she saw the splash of the water. Her mother 
interJected that the noise of the engine sounded as if she were driving 60 mph in second 
gear Then she heard a loud backfire. 
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Friday. October 24, 1 997 11 :31 :03 AM Pearson 

ACCIDENT LAX98F A008 
Pacific Grove, CA, Oct 12, 1997 

N555.ID, Long EZ 

V.lTNESS STATHIENT SYNOPSIS 

CLIFFORD DILLING 

A telephone interv1ew was conducted with th1s witness on October 15, 1997 at 09.:\0L. 
Inspector comment: This witness was vis1ting the Pacific Grove area on the day of the accident 

S:mopsis of conversation: 

1-fr. Dilling was on the beach at the accident site facing in an Ea.->t direction (verified by 
water on his left, houses on right) He heard an engine winding, as if no load on the engine 
\Vhen he looked up he saw the nose of the aircratt pomting dmm at approximately 35 to 40 
degrees at about I 00 ft. He then witnessed a slight pitch up, as if trying to recover, then the 
nose came back over at a greater pitch angle Then the aircraft hit the water and was 
destroyed . 
.tvir Dilling was asked the direction the atrcratt came from. His reply was from his right to 
the North, perpendicular with the coast line. Asked if he heard any backfire type noise and 
his response was no. 
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FORM APPROVED-OMB No. 004-R-5713 

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20594 

STATEMENT OF WITNESS 

B.ECEIV~-· 

NOV 1 ~ 1997 
SWB·LAX 

The purpose of this statement is intended solely for use in determining the facts, conditions and circumstances, 
and the probable cause of the subject accident. 

Date :2. IJtN ~ 7 . 
1. Place of accident 'P£¥u F' C. G ll¢V6 J Ut Date I :2 0 c T 7 7 

2. Type of vehicle £4 1 (<!..l. ;}£-7"' 

3. Identification ofvehicle U '---rll/1-Lt~!fr kti.Cil.AP:r 

4. Age fS 
5. Address 

"'ttsr~ C.~ttrF 
6. Occupation Et g,t;:Cp ~-o<..ot.~ AJJ By whom employed ___.Lr..c:'J..__._5"'--.;J~..!..A~V,oLY ______ _ 

7. Where were you at the time of the accident ---~.Oe_c:t->:...__;,.&::....:8::...:A=.l!ocJ.I...u..~-------------
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friday, October 24, 1997 11:31 :03 AM Pearson 

ACCIDENT LAX98F A008 
Pacific Gro\'e, CA., Oct. 12, 1997 

N555JD, Long EZ 

VvlTNESS STATE.Ivlli'NT SYNOPSIS 

A telephone interview was conducted \Vith this witness on October 17, 1997 at 0830L. 
Inspector comment: This witness was visiting the Pacific Grove area on the day of the accident. 

Synopsis of conversation: 

}.1r. Rodriguez attention to the accident aircraft was drawn by the noise of the engine. He 
heard the engine "sputter". He stated that the direction the aircraft was tlying was m a 
North direction He saw the aircraft flying towards the rocks when he noticed the nose pull 
up, as if to avoid the rocks or people, and then nose dive. He did not witness the aircraft 
hitting the water, stated the rocks were in the way. 
:\sked further about the engine noise he replied that he heard it sputter and then wind up to 
a high RPliL 
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Friday. October 24. 1997 11 :31 :OJ AM Pearson 

ACCIDENT LAX98FA008 
Pacific Grove, CA, Oct. 12, 1997 

N555JD, I"ong EZ 

\~1TNESS STATE!vfENT SYNOPSIS 

Pacific Grove, CA. 93950 

A telephone mterVIew was conducted with this witness on October 17, 1997 at 0850L 
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Inspector comment: This witness is a resident of Pacific Grove and was in the area on the day of the 
accident. 

Synopsis of conversation: 

J\-[r :Maynard was walking North on Asilomar Ave at approx. the 18th Tee of the golf course 
[Golf Links] He looked up and saw the aircraft descending at approx. a 45 degree angle. 
His attention to the aircraft was dra\\m by what sounded like a model [radio controlled) 
aircraft, he further stated a high pitched, unmuffled engine. He saw the aircraft moving from 
his right to his left, he stated about a NW direction. He then seen the aircraft go into a 
steep angle with right wing do\m, his guess at the angle was almost 90 degrees. The aircraft 
then dropped nose do1Nn and disappeared behind the rocks. He then seen the white 
styTOfoam pieces flying. He did not see the Impact 
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FORM APPROVED-OMB No. 004-R-5713 

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD RECEIVED 
JAN 1 S 19% 

SWR·LAX 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20594 

STATEMENT OF WITNESS 

The purpose of this statement is intended solely for use in determining the facts, conditions and circumstances, 
and the probable cause of the subject accident. 

Date _..;::;O_c_7 __ 2_3...:..., _J_z_l'_7 ____ _ 

1. Place of accident Date _____ -..l-_
1 

.:...9_7c;.... Hour 

4. 

-- ,...., . 

(Signature) 
JJ 
1 
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Friday, October 24, 1997 11 :31:03 AM Pearson 

ACCIDENT LAX98F A008 
Pacific Grove, CA, Oct. 12, 1997 

N555JD, Long EZ 

\.VITNESS STA TEl\lENT Sl:'NOPSIS 

W1LLL.:!J-.f TYLER 

Pacific Grove, CA. 93950 

A teleph<me interview was conducted with this "·itness on October 17. 1997 at 09llL 
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Inspec:tor comment: This witness is a resident of Pacific Grove and was in the area on the day of the 
accident 

Synopsis of conl'ersation: 

J\.fr. Tyler was watching this aircraft with his telescope fly straight out from l\fRY. He 
heard the engine have a power reduction and then heard it backfire. After that point the 
aircraft disappeared from his view 
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Friday. October 24. 1997 l1 :31:03 AM Pearson 

ACCIDENT LAX98F A008 
Pacific Grove, CA, Oct. 12, 1997 

N555.JD, Long EZ 

\X.lTNESS STATE}.!ENT SYNOPSIS• 

ROD RAINEY 

San Jose, CA 95125 

.A telephone mtervtew was conducted with this witness on October 17. 1997 at 0930L. 
Inspector comment: This witness was visiting in the area on the day of the accident 

Synopsis of com•ersation: 

.Mr. Rainey was approximately a 150 yds. from the accident site. He was a passenger in a 
car traveling westbound on Ocean View Blvd. He wa<; looking North [at the bay] when he 
heard a ··POP" above him He then ~ritnessed the aircraft hit the water, nose first Just 
prior to the aircraft hittmg the water he mentioned he heard the engine "fully going". 
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Friday, October 24, 1997 11:31 :03 AM Pearson 

ACCIDENT LAX98FA008 
Pacific Grove, CA, Oct. 12, 1997 

N555JD, Long EZ 

W1TNESS STATE}...fENT SYNOPSIS 

PETER ALINE 

A telephone interview was conducted with this witness on October 17, 1997 at l OOOL. 
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Inspector comment: This witness is a resident of Pacific Grove and was in the area on the day of the 
accident His residence is on the comer of Asilomar and Ocean View Blvd. !vir. Aline was in his backyard at 
the time. 

Synopsis of conversation: 

1vfr. Aline heard a rough runrung engine, this is what drew his attention to the aircraft. He 
then heard a "'POP, POP" and seen the wings rock left to nght just above a telephone poll 
near his residence. He guessed that the aircraft was at approximately 75 ft above the pole. 
He appeared to be fighting the airplane [he could see the pilot ins1de the aircraft] to keep it 
between the houses. The aircraft disappeared beyond his roof His wife [who was on the 
roof] told him to call 911 that the aircraft crashed. The aircraft was heading North. 
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Friday, October 24, t 997 11:31:03 AM Pearson 

ACCIDENT LAX98F A008 
Pacific Gron, CA, Oct. 12, 1997 

N555JD, Long EZ 

\\1Th'ESS STATEJviENT S\'NOPSIS 

RICRi\RD ELLIS 

A telephone mterview was conducted with this witness on October I 7, I 997 at I 0~5L. 
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Inspector comment: This witness also maintains a resident in Pacific Grove and was in the area on the day of 
the accident 

Synopsis of conversation: 

"t-.·fr. Ellis was driving \Vest on Ocean View Blvd. when he seen the fuselage and wing going 
\'erticaL He mentioned that it looked like the wmg was off and held on by something such 
as a cable. lt looked as if it was a board. He doesn't believe the aircraft was in one piece. 
He did not hear any of the engine noises or see the plane flying. He mentioned the size of 
the ""board" was about 213 's of the fuselage 
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FORM APPROVED-0~~'2-R-5713 
NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD "'f_.c:~-;~. \qql -j.. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20594 ~ ~\\\1 \ '1 ..... ~ . 

s~"P_. 

STATEMENT OF WITNESS 

The purpose of this statement is intended solely for use in determining the facts, conditions and circumstances, 
and the probable cause of the subject accident. 

Date October 30 1997 
Grove, CA 

1. Place of accident.A..silomar & Ocean View, Pacific Date_l.L.J0....,/._1.._.2'-'/'-9....,7'-------- Hour 5•15 5·30 P.M. 

2. Typeofvehicle _______________________________________________ _ 

3. Identification of vehicle----------------------------------

4. VVhatisyournarne __ R_i_c_h_a_r_d_L_._E_l_l_i_s _____________________________ __ Age 67 

5. Address Redding, CA 96001 Pacific Grove CA 93950 

6 _ Occupation Orthodontist By whom employed __:.R;.;:e;...:t;.;:i::..::r;...:e;.;:d;_ _____________ _ 

7. VVhere were you at the time of the accident Headed west in our automobile on Ocean View Blvd. 

approximately three hundred yards from crash site. 
8. Tell in your own words what you saw or heard before and at the time the accident occurred. 

I observed two large pieces of the airplane f~lling vertically. They came into 
view at a height of approximately 600 to 800 feet. 

From the shape and size of the wreckage pieces I think what I saw was the fuselage 
and a wing. The wing was separated from the fuselage and falling vertically with it. 
Possibly the wing was still attached to the fuselage by something like a cable. 
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Friday, October 24. 1997 11:31 :03 AM Pearson 

ACCIDENT LAX98F A008 
Pacific Grove, CA, Oct. 12, 1997 

N555JD, Long EZ 

\.V1TNESS STATElv.!ENT S\'NOPSIS 

DON FLINT 

Pacific Grove, CA. 93950 

A telephone interview was conducted with this witness on October 17, 1997 at 13001 
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Inspector comment: This witness is a resident in Pacific Grove and was in the area on the day of the 
accident. 

Synopsis of conversation: 

}-Ir Flmt was walking \Vest on Ocean View Blvd. He heard the a1rcraft and saw that it was 
in a right bank [slight] heading North and in a slight climb. He heard the eng~ne to be 
runrung OK Then he heard the sound of the engine being retarded. Prior to impact he 
heard the ··pop" of the engine. the aircraft impacted at that time He estimated that the 
aircraft's altitude when he first saw it to be about 500ft. 
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Friday, October 24, 1997 11 :31 :03 AM Pearson 

ACCIDF.~T LAX98FA008 
Pacific GroYe, CA, Oct. 12, 1997 

N555JD, Long EZ 

\\1ThTESS STA.TEJ\lENT SYNOPSIS. 

PETER B11RSCHINGER 

Pacific Grove, CA 939:'0 

A. telephone mtenie\Y was conducted mth this \Yitness on October 17, 1997 at 1330L 
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Inspector comment: This witnc;:ss 1s a resident in Pacific Grove and was in the area on the day of the 
accident 

Synopsis of conwrsation: 

'\ Ir Burschmger was at horne, h1s residence IS located on the comer of 
- he v;;as looking out a window that was tacmg to the North He 
approach from h1s right to h1s left [from east to west]. He then saw the a1rcratt Jrop in his 
front wmdow from his estimate of 3:'0 ft to 75 ft. His Impression was that the engine was 
runnmg nch and 1t was \'ery loud. He did nor recall hearmg power on the way d0\\11 He 
then heard a ''snap" sound hut could not identify see an)thing associated With that sound. 
He d1d not see the a1rcratt h1t the vvater_ due to ills view was blocked 
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Friday, October 24, 1997 11:31:03 AM Pearson 

ACCIDENT LAX98F A008 
Pacific Gron, CA, Oct. 12, 1997 

N555JD, Long EZ 

\X.1TNESS ST:\TE1t:E"'T SYNOPSIS 

"\ telephone mten·Iew was conducted \nth this Witness on October I 7. !997 at !41)1)L 
Inspector comment: This witness was in Pacific Gro\·e near the accident site 

Synopsis of conversation: 

}.!s Finn was parked m the nuddle of the parkmg lot in front of the rocks and facmg North 
ms1de a vehicle This parking lot was directly m front of the accident site She had her 
head out the wmdow of the \·ehicJe and saw the aJrcraft tlymg m·er the homes, she 
mentioned m a westerly <.hrection. She s;nd the plane seem to be t1ymg normal at a low 
altitude [ - 1 on ft , her estimate J and that it sounded normal. She next witnessed headmg 
towards the rocks [North) She behe,·ed to hear it go full throttle and then seen the aircraft 
nose first mto the water. 
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Friday. October 24. 1997 11:31:03 AM Pearson 

ACCIDENT LAX98F A008 
Pacific Gron', CA, Oct. 12, 1997 

N555JD, l,ong EZ 

WITNESS ST.-\TEl\fENT S \1\0PSIS 

CHARLIE \\1THERELL 

Salmas. CA 939()8-9Ci39 

.-\telephone mterview was conducted wtth this wttness on October 17, 1997 at 1500L. 
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Inspector comment: Th1s w1tness was at a church on the comer of Pmc and Fountain, several blocks cast 
from the acc1dent s1te ~1r Witherell is a p1lot 

Synopsis of com·ersation: 

l\ !r \\ 'itherell was lookmg North when he heard the anplane He descnbcd the noise as 
loud. The aucraft was movmg fast, heading west at about the coastlme. The engme noise 
was high pitched, he added that it sounded smooth. The aircraft disappeared from hts view, 
but he could still hear the a1rcraft the attitude of the aucraft seemed stable w1th a slight 
chmb He ,hd not hear any "pop" or "bang" sound He thinks it to be a structural fmlure, 
maybe a tlutter problem 
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