Date: 9 December 2012
Observations of Crash of Cessna 421 (N29708) on 8 December 2012:

Sometime between 1:00PM and 2:00PM | watched the subject aircraft takeoff
from Lantana Airport (LNA). | was standing on the transient ramp halfway
between the aircraft administration building and hangar 805. The aircraft
departed runway 3. The takeoff roll appeared normal with the aircraft breaking
ground mid-way down the runway. The initial climb appeared normal. As the
aircraft passed a bearing of north from my position, I noticed the aircraft yaw to
the left. Shortly after the yaw, the aircraft started pitching nose up. | could not tell
whether the landing gear was retracting because of the attitude of the aircraft.
The aircraft continued to pitch nose up to an almost vertical attitude {nose
pointed skyward). The aircraft then executed a hammerhead turn to the left and
dove for the ground nose down. The aircraft was nose down in a steep dive as it
passed out of sight behind the tree line. A fireball and black smoke then rose from
beyond the tree line. | did not hear the sound of aircraft impact.
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Jar;iérs F. Leach




9 December 2012
Recount of witnessing crash of Cessna N297DB, 421C, S/N: 421C0826, 8 December 2012,

Somctime aficr I pm on Saturday, 8 December 2012, 1 came oul of Hangar 805/806 at KLNA,
Palm Beach County Parh(l.antana) airport to waich the aircrafl take ofT, | stood with Mr. Tim
Johnson, Sr. and my partner, Jim Leach on the larmac between the Florida Aismotive Terminal
Building and Hangar 805/806,

We waiched as the aircrall accelerated down runway 03 for the intended flight to KTMB. The
aircrall rotated at around half way down the runway and established a normal climb out
lrajeclory. No abnormalitics were scen or heard. 1 do not recall if the gear was retracted, but
nathing seemed out of the ordinary, so | think | would have considered it unusual if the gear had
not been retracted. T watched as the aircraft cleared the departure end of 03, still climbing in a
nosmal line. 1 estimate the aircraft to have been at 2-300 fi AGL. The aircraft then seemed to
follow a difTerent line, as if trying to avoid something or beginning a IcAl turn toward crosswind.
The tum was premature for a standard pattern. My impression was the aircraft slightly slowed
and began to pitch up at an abnormally higher angle of attack than the initial trajectory, The
aircralt then rapidly tumed to the Icft and headed for the ground nose down.

It was evident that a crash was abuut to happen and Mr. Johnson and 1 ran for my van near
hangar 805/806 to go to the aircraft crash site to help. 1did not sce or hear the impact. By the
time | got my van bached away from the hangar, we could see blach sinohe to the north. Mr.,
Johnson and 1 arrived at John Prince Park and proceeded (o the crash site, The aircrafl was in
flames. Police were on the scene and informed us that no one got out of the aircralk. Fire rescuc
had not yct arris ed, 50 we were ashed to stand back from the aircrafl. [ did not Jook at my watch
to verifly the time, but | estimate we arrived within 3-4 minutes of the crash,

Marisa S. Leach



-nCorgk BlulnS IAJ&[I1  hine Survices

LFloam Sumped SY. s0ebb AV GaS TCuctl
e (Mo Water) o Diex Clean ard Blue) —

12047 Betiond by €ronf Desic + fuel H/27708.-
b Pt was ta Office, Pequest = top both malns.
and nacelie Fank s tot« ) )70) Gallons

-":/='3f-’/m AN A7 08 ook off meu.{ 3 orpy Z‘.‘)JMA(A
S

ALYer take ofF V29900 crashed .

HT Walked tate office and turned arowmt and

A297D8 was SP; nn?nj ouk o€ Centro|l 11 g Nose
Ave., Huje, exphsn ) black Smeke | Fite bant.”

50"'/ #A’N:"//Jj/

B

/ - r

anapard gy o

L T —— e awm—— i m ow e o e A - Sy e - - ——




Summary of accident of aircraft N297D8 on 12/8/2012:
David Levine

Pilot certifications

Commerical ASEL, ASES, AMEL; Instrument rated; CFI/I
Approx; 2000 hrs

Synopsis:

) was in the office of the flight school | where 1 instruct. | looked out the window just as the accident
aircralt was departing on runway 3 at Paim Beach County Park Airport. | saw the aircraft roll down the
runway and lift off. 1t looked as if it was climbing out normally until it reached approximately 400 feet.
The airplane then pitched up and rolled to the left. At first, it looked as if it was rolling very sharply on
to the crosswind. About a second or so after the roll initiated, the nose of the plane dropped and the
airplane rolled over. At this point | bad started running out of the flight school in the direction of the
accident scene, attempting to call 911, At this time, | lost sight of the airplane and saw 3 plume of smoke
coming out of an area where the aircraft crashed.

Weather conditions at the time of the crash were VFR with calm to slight winds.
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