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Date: 9 December 2012 

Observations of Crash of Cessna 421 (N297DB) on 8 December 2012: 

Sometime between 1:00PM and 2:00PM I watched the subject aircraft takeoff 
from Lantana Airport (LNA). I was standing on the transient ramp halfway 
between the aircraft administration building and hangar 805. The aircraft 
departed runway 3. The takeoff roll appeared normal with the aircraft breaking 
ground mid-way down the runway. The initial dimb appeared normal. As the 
aircraft passed a bearing of north from my position, I noticed the aircraft yaw to 
the left. Shortly after the yaw, the aircraft started pitching nose up. I could not tell 
whether the landing gear was retracting because of the attitude of the aircraft. 
The aircraft continued to pitch nose up to an almost vertical attitude (nose 
pointed skyward). The aircraft then executed a hammerhead turn to the left and 
dove for the ground nose down. The aircraft was nose down in a steep dive as it 
passed out of sight behind the tree line. A fireball and black smoke then rose from 
beyond the tree line. I did not hear the sound t•f aircraft impact. 

James F. Leach 
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R.:count11f ~ itn~o"S.'iiug crash ofl•cssna N2971>A. 421C, SIN: 421C0826. 8 IA"temhcr 2012. 

Suonetime after I pm oo SaiUrday, 8 December 2012, I came out uf llanpr 805/80611 KLNA, 
Palm lk~~:h Coumy Parl.(l.antana) airport to ~atch the aircraft taLe oiT. I slood with Mr. Tim 
Johnson. Sr. and my panncr. Jim Leach on lhe 1annac bet>A«n the Fk,..ida Ainnocive Terminal 
Building and llanpr 80S/ll06, 

\\'e >Aatchcd as the ain:ran accel~o'lllled down run>Aay OJ liM' the intcmdt..-d flight to KTMD. The 
aircraft totaled at around half way down the runway and blabli:;hl.'\la normal climb out 
traj~o'CIOI). No abnormalili~o-s were seen or heard. I do not n:call if the gear was retracted. but 
lkJC.hing lit:emt:d out of the ordinary, so I think. I would have oonsid..-red it unusual iflhe gear had 
lkll hc:en retracted. I >Aatchc:d as the aircraft cleared the dcpanure end of OJ, still climbing in a 
normal line:. I e!!o1imale the ain:raft to ha\e b:cn at 2-300 ft AQL The: aircraft then seemed to 
follow a diiTcn:nllioo.as iftl')'ing to avoid something or t-:ginning a left tum to>Aard crosswind. 
llk: lum "'a." pn:mature for a standard pauem. My imprcssiun was the aircraft !rolighlly slowed 
and bc:gam to pitch up at an abnormally higher angle of auac.:k than the inilialtrajL-.:tory. The 
aircraft th•:n rapid!) turned to the left and head..'<! for the ground nuse down. 

h >A as e" ilk.-nt that a crash \\as about lo happen and Mr. J1.•hn:o.on and I ran fill' my van nc:ar 
hangar 80S.'X06 logo lo the ain:raft era~ sile to help. I did lkll K"e ""' hc:ar the impact. Dy lhc 
1imc I !,'01 my un hacL~ a~ay from the hangar, we cuuld S«.'C bla~L SimiLe lo the nurth. Mr. 
Johnson and I arri\ed al Juhn Prince Parl and proceedt.:d to lhc: t;ra~ !toile:. The ain:raft ~as in 
n~. Police >A ere on the: scene and infurmc:d us thai no one got oul uflhe aircran. Fire rescue 
had nol ) ct arri\cd, :.ill "Ae were a:J.cd lo :;land bacL from Ilk: ain:raft. I did nol biL al my ~al~:h 
lo \ot:rif) lht: time. but I esaimale we arrived wilhin 3-4 minutes oflhc era!!.~~. 

Marisa S. lA:ik:h 
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Summ,uy of accident of aircraft N297DB on 12/8/2012: 

David Levine 

Pilot certifications 

COmmerical ASEL., ASES. AMEL; Instrument rated; Gl/1 

Apptox: 2000 hrs 

Synopsis: 

I was In the office of the flight school I where llnstrud. llooktd out the window just as the accident 

aircraft was departing on runway 3 at Palm Beach County Park Airport. I saw the aircraft roll down the 

runway and lift off.lt looked as if it was climbing out normally until it reached approximately 400 feet. 

The airplane then pitched up and rolled to the left. At first, it looked as if It was rollin& very sharply on 

to the crosswind. About a second or so after the roll initiated. the nose of the plane dropped and the 

airplane rolled over. At this point I had started runnins out of the fli&ht school in the direction of the 

accklent scene, attemptin& to call911. At this lime, I lost si&ht of the airplane and saw a plume of smoke 

coming out of an area where the aircraft crashed. 

Weather conditions at the time of the crash were VFR with calm to slight winds. 
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