
National Transportation Safety Board  
 
 

Memorandum  
 
 
 
 
Date:   April 11, 2012 
 
Name: Charles Wright – witness  
 
Subject: ERA12FA271, Everglades City, FL, N548SF, CA-8 accident  
 
 
Mr. Wright witnessed the accident airplane flying during the week prior to the accident. 
He was interviewed over the telephone, after the accident. Following is a summary of 
the interview with him.   
 
Mr. Wright stated that he was outside his shop on Chokoloskee Island (3 miles SE of 
Everglades Airpark) when he observed the accident airplane flying a few days prior to 
the accident. According to Mr. Wright, the pilot was "buzzing the island." The airplane 
was at an altitude of 200-300 feet performing steep turns. It approached the island from 
the northwest, and maneuvered over the island "low, fast, and in a steep bank." 
 
Mr. Wright reported that he worked for 30 years as a certified flight instructor and 
previously had a hangar at Everglades Airpark.  
 
When Mr. Wright observed the accident airplane flying, he thought someone needed to 
say something to the pilot about the low-altitude, steep-bank flying.   
 
 
 
 
 
Jill M. Demko 
Air Safety Investigator 



National Transportation Safety Board  
 
 

Memorandum  
 
 
 
 
Date:   April 7, 2012 
 
Name: J.R. Swales - witness 
 
Subject: ERA12FA271, Everglades City, FL, N548SF, CA-8 accident  
 
 
Mr. Swales was a witness to the above-referenced accident. He was interviewed in 
person at the accident site. Following is a summary of the interview with him.   
 
Mr. Swales stated he was in a boat, off the end of the runway. He observed the airplane 
climbing after takeoff, and then it made a sharp, fast, right turn. Mr. Swales reported that 
it was still climbing when it became almost inverted. It then "fell" back to a level attitude 
before it descended in a left-wing-low attitude and impacted the ground. Mr. Swales 
compared the attitude to a "5:00 position." 
 
Mr. Swales reported that he could not hear the airplane's engine because of the wind 
coming off the water, and the sound of the boat.  
 
He described the impact as a "relatively soft crash," and stated there was no fire at the 
time of impact. Within seconds, the fire began near the cockpit area.  
 
Mr. Swales also provided a written statement.  
 
 
 
 
 
Jill M. Demko 
Air Safety Investigator 
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National Transportation Safety Board  
 
 

Memorandum  
 
 
 
 
Date:   April 7, 2012 
 
Name: Nathan Goff - witness 
 
Subject: ERA12FA271, Everglades City, FL, N548SF, CA-8 accident  
 
 
Mr. Goff was an Operations Specialist working at the Everglades Airpark. He was 
interviewed in person, at the Airpark, after the accident. Following is a summary of the 
interview with him.   
 
Mr. Goff stated he knew the pilot since the pilot had flown into the Airpark many times 
previously. Most recently, he flew in on March 31, 2012 and remained in town for the 
week. He was shooting footage for his fishing show while he was in town. Mr. Goff 
commented that on Wednesday (April 4, 2012), the pilot flew for a while in the local 
area.  
 
According to Mr. Goff, the pilot had a history of "hotdogging" at the Airpark. He often 
performed steep turns after takeoff, and Mr. Goff had observed at least one instance in 
which the airplane almost rolled inverted during the turn.  
 
Mr. Goff had several conversations with the pilot about procedures he was not following 
at the Airpark. In December, Mr. Goff informed him he was using the wrong radio 
frequency. More recently, Mr. Goff instructed the pilot that he needed to follow the 
procedures for the left traffic pattern, when departing from runway 33. Those 
procedures were in place to avoid departures over the nearby town. Despite the known 
procedures, Mr. Goff stated that the pilot often made a right turn after departure from 
runway 33, which resulted in the airplane flying low over homes and the town.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jill M. Demko 
Air Safety Investigator 



National Transportation Safety Board  
 
 

Memorandum  
 
 
 
Date:   April 11, 2012 
 
Name: Krissy Wejebe – pilot's daughter   
 
Subject: ERA12FA271, Everglades City, FL, N548SF, CA-8 accident  
 
Ms. Wejebe was the daughter of the pilot killed in the above-referenced accident. She 
was interviewed over the telephone, after the accident. Following is a summary of that 
interview.   
 
Ms. Wejebe was asked if she knew what her father's schedule was like during the week 
prior to the accident. She stated that he flew from Merritt Island to Everglades Airpark 
on the Sunday prior to the accident (April 1, 2012). He spent the week in the Everglades 
filming his fishing show for television.  
 
Ms. Wejebe spoke to her father about 0830 on the day of the accident. He intended to 
fly to Merritt Island to visit his girlfriend for the holiday weekend, and then return to 
Everglades Airpark the following week.  
 
Ms. Wejebe was asked if she had flown with her father. She said she had, and he was a 
"great pilot." She said he was "amazing at everything he did - including fishing, flying 
and being a dad." Ms. Wejebe stated she trusted him explicitly.  
 
According to Ms. Wejebe, her father had been flying for about 10 years and flew often – 
about once a week. Prior to building the accident airplane, he owned a Cessna with a 
friend of his.  
 
Ms. Wejebe was asked if her father had any medical conditions. She responded that he 
did not, and was not taking any medication to her knowledge. However, Ms. Wejebe did 
report that her father had undergone 2 hip replacements and his shoulder had been 
bothering him lately.  
 
Ms. Wejebe was asked if she knew where her father's pilot logbook or airplane logbooks 
were located. She thought they may have been in the airplane but agreed to look for 
them.  
 
 
 
Jill M. Demko 
Air Safety Investigator 



National Transportation Safety Board  
 
 

Memorandum  
 
 
 
 
Date:   May 24, 2012 
 
Name: Krissy Wejebe – pilot's daughter   
 
Subject: ERA12FA271, Everglades City, FL, N548SF, CA-8 accident  
 
 
Ms. Wejebe was the daughter of the pilot killed in the above-referenced accident. She 
was interviewed over the telephone, after the accident. Following is a summary of that 
interview.   
 
In a follow-up interview, Ms. Wejebe was asked if she was able to locate her father's 
pilot logbook or any maintenance logbooks for the airplane. She reported that she 
searched both of his residences and was not able to find them.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jill M. Demko 
Air Safety Investigator 



National Transportation Safety Board  
 
 

Memorandum  
 
 
 
 
Date:   April 12, 2012 
 
Name: Steve Darrow – Composite Technologies  
 
Subject: ERA12FA271, Everglades City, FL, N548SF, CA-8 accident  
 
 
Mr. Darrow worked for Composite Technologies, who performed maintenance on the 
accident airplane. He was interviewed over the telephone, after the accident. Following 
is a summary of the interview with him.   
 
Mr. Darrow was asked when the most recent maintenance was performed on the 
accident airplane. He responded that the airplane was brought in by the accident pilot 
about 4 weeks prior to the accident to have the nose wheel shimmy fixed. They also 
cleaned the airplane, as oil was appearing on the underside of the cowling/fuselage.  
 
According to Mr. Darrow, his company had not performed an annual inspection in 3 
years (2009). However, the accident pilot had brought the airplane to his facility for 
other maintenance about once a year.  
 
Mr. Darrow stated that the accident pilot often performed his own maintenance.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jill M. Demko 
Air Safety Investigator 




