
October	  15,	  2011	  
	  
Witness	  statement	  
	  
Cristina	  Rose-‐Fumi	  Nakane	  (Tina)	  
	  
I	  was	  the	  Supply	  and	  Demand	  Integrated	  producer	  for	  the	  Cadillac	  Escalade	  
commercial	  being	  filmed	  October	  12th	  and	  13th	  2011.	  	  I	  am	  hired	  as	  a	  free-‐lance	  
employee	  by	  production	  companies	  to	  facilitate	  the	  execution	  of	  a	  particular	  project.	  	  
I	  work	  as	  a	  liaison	  between	  the	  production	  company,	  their	  attached	  director,	  the	  
advertising	  agency,	  and	  their	  client.	  	  	  
	  
On	  October	  13th	  at	  approximately	  3:50pm	  I	  was	  witness	  to	  the	  tragic	  accident	  that	  
occurred	  during	  the	  course	  of	  our	  shoot	  day.	  	  I	  was	  standing	  just	  west	  of	  the	  taxi-‐
way	  at	  the	  Cle	  Elum	  airport.	  	  I	  watched	  the	  car	  pulling	  the	  glider	  down	  the	  runway	  
headed	  East.	  	  The	  glider	  took	  a	  very	  steep	  ascent	  between	  the	  taxi	  way	  and	  the	  end	  
of	  the	  runway	  at	  approximately	  the	  ¾	  mark.	  	  I	  saw	  the	  tow	  rope	  being	  released	  by	  
the	  glider	  at	  the	  top	  of	  it’s	  ascent.	  	  The	  glider	  continued	  forward	  toward	  the	  East	  
then	  turned	  to	  the	  South	  (right).	  	  It	  appeared	  to	  me	  that	  it	  was	  turning	  back	  to	  land	  
on	  the	  runway.	  	  Although	  the	  plane	  was	  quite	  low	  at	  the	  time,	  it	  seemed	  that	  it	  
would	  be	  able	  to	  land	  safely-‐	  at	  least	  in	  the	  field	  next	  to	  the	  runway.	  	  It	  suddenly	  
nosed	  down	  and	  crashed	  into	  the	  field.	  
	  
I	  was	  standing	  not	  far	  from	  the	  ambulance	  and	  my	  attention	  was	  focused	  on	  getting	  
them	  out	  to	  the	  accident	  site	  in	  the	  following	  moments.	  
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Voluntary statement of: 

Seattle, WA. 98109 

RECE~VED 
OCT 1 7 2011 

KITIITAS COUNTY SHERIFF 

I work for Air 0 incorporated and world wind helicopters. I have worked for them for five years this 

coming January. We are here providing helo services for the production company, specific details I don't 

have. l'rn here as a fuel truck driver and for Helo safety while it is on the ground. 

I was standing in the vicinity of the fuel truck when they started the shot. It was where it is now, just 

north of the sani cans. They set up the shot with the Escalade hooked up with a tow rope to the glider 

at that end (west) of the runway. They were facing eastbound. The helo took off and hovered north of 

the east end of the runway. The Escalade started accelerating and everything looked normal. As the 

glider in tow passed the taxi way alpha on the runway, it lifted off and started to climb. When it was 50' 
to 100' feet off the ground it was still up and behind the Escalade, I heard the rope snap back from the 

Escalade and snapped upward toward the glider. Right as that happened, the glider released the rope 
from its nose. Directly after releasing the tow rope, the glider started in a right hand turn. It was a very 

sharp right hJnd turn, nose high attitude. After he turned through it and made a little more tl:an a X 
0 

turn, the nose \Jent down and the glider went down in a very rose low attitude. It impacted the ground 

nose first. When the rope carne off th<> Escalade, it did not snap up and 11it the glider. :t snapped up 

unly 72 the d1stance to the glider. Just a half a mome1:t after that, 1 saw it release from the glider. 

There was a pause and after it hit everyone Wi.is in shoLk. A few people ran toward rhe glider ar~d were 

yelling medic. I saw the helo coming in to land so I c::1rne back to make sure his landir1g spot was ok for 

him to land. 

The production company had a couple Kittitas County medics on site ali day. They were parked in the 

,.,.,.1'\tvt'\ They responded immediately. 

f my knowledge. 

1930 hours 
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Pfister, Steven Brent 

KITTITAS COUN1Y SHERIFF 

Pasco, WA. 99301 

Today at approx. 4:00 pm, I was standing in front of where the fuel truck was parked. I was watching in 

plain view. I saw the Escalade pulling the glider from the left to right (east) and% of the way through 

the run, the glider pitched up quite abruptly. He seemed to just stall, pitch up, did a sharp right turn and 

looked like he was trying to come back to the runway. The nose dropped and he went straight in. It 

looked like he stalled it in. 

I am a commercial pilot and have flown for 45 years. I do crop dusting. I am a commercial glider pilot as 

well. I am a tow plane pilot commercially as well. 

I got to know the pilot from tbday and yesterday. He seemed like such a safe pilot. His name was Lynn 

Wellen or something like that. I saw nothing to do with the rope issues or anything to do with the way 

it was being pulled. It looked normal and everything like it should have looked. Looks like pulled too too 

fast. I think he was trying to get a sling shot motion. 

This statement is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

10-13-11 ~hours 
----- CS5o 
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Statement: I am a self-employed precision stunt driver under the screen actor's guild. I was hired by the production company Supply and 
Demand to drive the "picture car." I was hired to tow a glider down a runway for a commercial shoot. There were three stages. Stage one 

was that I tow and he doesn't take flight. Stage two was I tow him and he gets about 15 feet off the ground and disconnects and he lands, 

which was done several times. Stage three was to bring the picture car up to 70 MPH as quickly as possible towing the glider and I was 
to tow down to the% mark on the runway. The pilot was going to be able to take flight, circle around, and land. 

The company and I tested the 70 MPH run on the runway while filming approximately 5 times yesterday. Approximately a minute before 
the fatal flight, I met with the pilot and he said "get up to 70 MPH as quickly as possible so he could get airborne". The pilot was able to 
get airborne yesterday at 60 MPH, but he wanted to get up faster so I could tow him for a while. 

On October 13, 2011 at approximately 3:58 PM. I had a guy in the back of the towing vehicle that was ground support for the plane. He 
was facing towards the rear, observing the plane. The crew called "action" and I went to full throttle. I reached 70 MPH before the halfway 

marker. I could see the glider in the mirror and he was off the ground. I told the ground support person that we reached 70 MPH. 

Everything was appearing to go fine. I was just waiting for the pilot to either release the rope or the guy in the back to release it. I 
maintained 70 MPH. 

The ground support guy said that "he's up, but the rope broke, get off the runway". The original plan was for me to go to the end of the 
runway and exit that way, so he could have a clear runway to land. I stayed with the plan. My entire focus was getting off the runway. I 
saw the plane nose dive into the ground for approximately the last five feet, out of my passenger side window. 

I stopped and let the support guy out, and then just stayed with my car until KCSO Corporal Nale contacted me and asked me to leave it. 
I confirmed that no one touched the hitch or rope that was tied to it. I noticed that there was still approximately 6-8 inches of rope still 

attached to the trailer hitch. 

I had no involvement with the tow rope or the attachment to the vehicle. 

I certify or declare under penalty of perjury under the Laws of the 

and correct, and I will testify to such in a court of Law. Si ned: 

:D. Housebe 
Cle Elum Washin 

is true 
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