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C~L, CFI I , MEL , SEL 
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NATIONAL TRASPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 
Northwest Regional O~~ice 
19518 Pacific HighwayS.~ Suite 201 
Seattle~ WA 98188 

1993 

In regards to: REF: SEA- 94-L-A015 

Dea1·· Mr . Mangum; 

I am a pilot o~ renown . I have been published ~or my many 
years o~ ~lying in the intermountain west for over 47 years . 
I was Chief Pilot o~ the Bradley Mi ning Co., based at Boise 
at the Bradley Field west o~ town in the middle "50s . I was 
Chief Mountain Pilot ~or the Boise Air Service at Gowen Fi e ld 
in Boise, Idaho, and was later General Manager for that com
pany in 1980. The business was desolved and restructured i n 
1981 and I became Chief Pilot ~or Mackay Bar Corp. and con
tinued ~ l ying a ir taxi and ~reight hauling until 1989. At 
that time, a~ter 47 years o~ ~lying everything ~rom 37 hp 
cubs to 8-25 Bombers and Tri-motor Fords, I fi g ured I~d had 
enough of the public and retired to play with my toys . Now I 
build and fly both Experimental and Ultra-Light aircraft in 
addition to teaching students and giving BFRs to my frie nds 
in the 2 clubs I belong to . 

I have I'Jritten a book entitled: "IDAHO 1"10UNTAIN P I LOT" which 
is about to be published. 

PBS Channel 4 in Boise did a feature ~ilm on me ~or my many 
years of Mountain Flying and a former Stat e Historian men
tioned me in his book: WINGS OVER I DAHO that he published in 
1991, as a Respected Mountain Pilot. 

Now, +rom the brie~ o+ my credenti a ls, you can see that what 
I am about to tell you does not come ~rom some ignorant by
stande r in the ring of the crowd . 

I have given pro+essional testimony on several occasions both 
in depositions and expert testimony in court. 

On Sunday morning, October 10. 1 993~ I was standing by my 
camper talking to +riends and passer-bys that were milling 
around the area. At this ti me there was a line a+ campers, 
moterhomes and tents strung along the west edge of t he Alvord 
dry lake bed +or several hund red f eet and my rig was about in 
the middle o~ the line. 

As we , my friends and I, were ta l king and looking in an 
easterly direction out across the lake bed and enjoying t he 
bright sunshine that had come up on us that morning and which 
remained for the rest a+ the day ~ we noticed a plane a t the 
southern end of the line of campers and planes, +ire up~ taxi 
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CA~i. HA~OLO DOUgA6 J CFII~ MEb~ §Eb 
SOISE, ID 9~705 

out ~rom his parking area and turning le~t, lined up with the 
western edge o~ the lake bed about a hundred or maybe 2 hun
dred ~eet east o~ the line o~ the crowd o~ people and stopped 
to warm up and check his engine be~ore take o~f . 

One of my friends asked me what kind of a plane that was and 
I told him that it was a Varga Kachina which was called a 
Mcrrisy when it first came out. I also told him and the rest 
that I had ~lawn that model and that I thought it was good 
small plane. 

This one~ N5074V, reved up and started his take o~f run 
heading in a northerly direction sort o~ paralleling the line 
c~ campers. He was of~ the ground, which is about 4,000' msl, 
when he came past us but he did not climb. He kept it level 
at just a ~ew ~eet, (:5' maybe) and attempted to get a l J. o~ 

the ~lying speed he could. 

I knew what he was go ing to do then and shouted to my ~riends 
to watch this 91..1y bec;::ause I said that he was going to make a 
fast pull up down the way. 

At this time, most of the crowd was concerned about getting 
the breakfast that was being served and payed no attention to 
the Varga I found out later when trying to find other 
witnesses to the accident . 

When the Varga got past the end of the line of campers and 
the crowd, he, the Varga, suddenly shot straight up with it's 
line of thrust being as perpendicular to the flat lake bed as 
he could make it and just held it there! 

I shouted to my friends standi ng by to watch this guy and 
gasp at the same time realizing that if he didn't suddenly 
pL~Sh the nose over and r-ecover- that. it wou 1 d be all over
because he would certain ly stall. He did not have enough 
altitude to recover ~rom a c omplet e stall but i~ he would 
s hove the nose down to level flight he could possibly re
cover. 

It seemed like the plane almost stopped in the vertical pos
ition before he actually pushed the nose down to level atti
tude to recover. I thought that if he he ld it another second 
that he would do a tail slide and that surely would be the 
end o~ the airshow. 

Now in level flight and st ill heading in a northerly heading, 
I noticed that the plane began to settle. It maintained it's 
heading for just a moment and then dipping it's le~t wing 
slightly, it turned 90 degrees to the left caused, possibly 
by tor .. que at·· "P" f<Ol.ct.or- but. I think because of improper LISe 
of the n-tdder-s allowing the tor-que or- "P" factor- to tLn-n the 
plane to the left. 
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Now the Varga is heading in a Westerly direction with the 
wings level again but it will hit the mountain if he doesn't 
turn quickly. 

I watched with grave concern that hi s air speed was very slow 
and the engine was still wide open. The Varga again began to 
settle quite rapidly and for a moment the wings stayed level 
but then the nose started to rise and then slowly at first 
began to bank to the left again and then with the roll rate 
increasing rapidly, the nose began to lower and I knew that 
~rom this point on he would never recover be cause the nose 
was pointed straight down in a vertical decent and spinning 
to the left. 

I counted the turns and in 3 turns~ 1080 degrees the plane 
hit the ground. 

A brilliant flash of light~ like a huge strobe light so 
bright that it made me blink . The plane exploded in a cloud 
of dust a n d then the s o und of the cr a sh came like a bomb. 

I could give you more d e tails of what happened but it is not 
important. I later went over to the accident with one of my 
friends. All the o t hers of the crowd had gone back and my 
friend and I were the only 2 at the crash sight . We looked 
aver th~ wreck. The pil o t was stil l sitting in the plane with 
no fac e . The only parts of the plane I saw that were worth 
salvaging was the horizontal stabi l izer, elevator, and the 
rudder. These parts looked good al l others were damaged . All 
the inst r uments were scattered out in ~ront of the plane in a 
semicircle with spots of blood everywhere. 

Mr. Mangum, if you would like to discuss any part of my 
letter, please feel free You have my address 
and my phone number is : 

HMD/hmd 




