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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20594

STATEMENT OF WITNESS

The purpose of this statement is intended solely for use in determining the facts, conditions and circumstances,
and the probable cause of the subject accident.

Date !1‘2—2-"??7

1. Place of accident [ 50 Date_10~10-93 Hour 7 AM °

2. Type of vehicle Air P [Q he

3. Identification of vehicle While /Blug N EC74V
4. What is your name Z)A n -E)-‘cj wietl Age fft_L
5. address [T Aé&mq , OR  9332|

6. Occupationmmq_ﬂmL By whom employed _MMMM NS .
wg Ereafos AT WeaT Side ol Alwrd Desert
7. Where were you at the time of the accident ERTIA e AT (2] r

8. Tell in your own words what you saw or heard before and at the time the accident occurred.
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Giso Who Ghe ans | L Lol Sherrty ALlerccarrde.

Hope This Heps . .

(Signature)
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The purpose of this statement is intended solely for use in determining the facts, conditions and circumstances,

and the probable cause of the subject accident.
Date / 2'/ 2 S,/3 ?
p . ! ri
1. Place of accident_ﬂ//f/r"[/ &5 L / DateMAm_ Hour /2.7 /227,
2. Type of vehicle __IL/WE 2/570 A2

3. Identification of vehicle A 50 7% 1

4. What is your name _Qz{zl/a/ // .S?A/If /:7 Age C‘E 7
5. Address /._d [yi’/ﬁ fféﬁ(&
6. Occupation N7 ;J/ L a/ By whom employed

7. Where were you at the time of the accident MM_@M/
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STATEMENT OF WITNESS

The purpose of this statement is intended solely for use in determining the facts, conditions and circumstances,
and the probable cause of the subject accident.
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3. Identification of vehicle __ \/ 5 0741/
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8. Tell in your own words what you saw or heard before and at the time the accident occurred.
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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20594

STATEMENT OF WITNESS

The purpose of this statement is intended solely for use in determining the facts, conditions and circumstances,
and the probable cause of the subject accident.

Date p,ég,/ ig /99 2 \
1. Place of sccident_A /v 0+l p/ﬂ/ fate Date 007 /R 43’ Hour_2 /Y { 7.2,
2. Type of vehicle ,éélt/ Win 1 5?/; 2/ f/?-f 77—-/C‘l/¢/f? /Eh//ﬂ-f 44?:7/“
3. Identification of vehicle __ /A /7 5—/}— /L/ 4 /)’75/\ 4
4. What is your name A/?/-a/a/ Do u J-A/,. C/F/,, sel M/ Age é_é
5. adaress NN [Doirse ID $3%705
6. Occupation {“ahatn Flot-/Fet) By whom employed ___ 2 /[ (£

7. Where were you at the time of the accident /4/1.4:?/- o 25539/"1[ /(7 /{9 @f'@ vy

8. Tell in your own words what you saw or heard before and at the time the accident occurred.
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CAPT. HAROLD DOUGAL, CFII, MEL, SEL
BOISE, ID 83705

NATIONAL TRASPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
Northwest Regional Office

19518 Facific Highway &., Suite 201
Seattle, Wa 28188

December 235, 1993
In regarde to: REF: S5EA-74-L-A015
Dear Mr. Mangums

I am a pilot of renown. I have been published {for my many
vears of flying in the intermountain west for over 47 years.
I was Chief Pilot of the Hradley Mining Co.., based at Hoise
at the Bradley Field waest of town in the middle "50s. I was
Chief Mountain Filot for the Boise Air Service at Gowen Field
in Boise, Idaho, and was later General Manager for that com-
pany in 1280, The business was desolved and restructured in
1981 and I becamse Chief Filot for Mackay Bar Corp. and can-
tinued fFlying air taxi and Freight hauling until 198%9. At
that time, after 47 vyears of flying everything from 37 hp
cubs to B-29 Bombers and Tri-motor Fords, 1 figured I°d had
enough of the public and retired to play with my tovs. Now I
build and fly both Experimental and Ultra-Light aircraft in
addition to teaching students and giving BFRs to my friends
in the 2 clubs I belong to.

I have written & book entitled: "IDAHO MOUNTAIN FILOT" which
is about to be published.

FES Channel 4 in Boise did a feature film on me for my many
vearse of Mountain Flying and a former State Historian men—
tiaoned me in his book: WIMGS OVER IDAHO that he published in
1991, as a2 Respected Mountain Filot.

Mow, from the briet of my credentials, you can see that what
I am about to tell you does not come from some ignorant by-—
stander in the ring of the crowd.

I have given professional testimony on several occasions both
in depositions and expert testimony in court.

On Sunday morning, October 10, 1993, 1 was standing by my
camper talking to friends and passer-bys that were milling
around the area. At this time there was a line of campers,
moteaerhomes and tents strung along the west edge of the Alvord
dry lake bed for several hundred feet and my rig was about in
the middle of the line.

As we, my friends and I, were talking and looking in an
easterly direction out acrosse the lake bed and enjoying the
hright sunshine that had come up on us that morning and which

remainaed for the rest of the day, we noticed a plane at the
soguthern end of the line of campers and planes, fire up, taxi
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out from his parking area and turning left, lined up with the
western edge of the lake bed about a hundred or maybe 2 hun-
dred feet east of the line of the crowd of people and stopped
to warm up and check his engine before take off.

One of my friends asked me what kind of a plane that was and
I told him that it was a Varga KFachina which was called =
Marrisy when it first came out. 1 also told him and the rest
that I had flown that model and that I thought it was good
small plane.

This one, NSO74V, reved up and started his take off run
heading in a northerly direction sort of paralleling the line
of campers. He was off the ground, which is about 4,0007 msl,
when he came past us but he did not climb. He kept it level
at just a few feet. (57 maybe) and attempted to get all of
the flying speed he could.

I knew what he was going to do then and shouted to my friends
to watch this guy because I said that he was going to make a
fast pull up down the way.

At this time, most of the crowd was concerned about getting
the breakfast that was being =zerved and paved no attention to
the Varga I found ocut later when trying to find other
witnesses to the accident.

When the VYarga got past the end of the line of campers and
the crowd, he, the VYarga, suddenly shot straight up with it’s
line of thrust being as perpendicular to the flat lake bed as
he could make it and just held it there!

I shouted to my friende standing by to watch this guy and
gasp at the same time realizing that if he didn™t suddenly
push the nose over and recover that it would be all over
because he would certainly stall, He did not have enough
altitude to recover fraom a complete stall but if he would
shave the nose down to level flight he could possibly re-
COVETD .

It seemed like the plane almost stopped in the vertical pos-
ition before he actually pushed the nose dowrn to level atti-
tude to recover. I thought that if he held it another second
that he would do a tail slide and that surely would be the
end of the airshow.

Mow in level flight and still heading in a northerly heading,
I noticed that the plane began to settle. It maintained it's
heading for just a moment and then dipping it s left wing
slightly, it turned 90 degrees to the left ceaused, possibly
bry torque or "F" factor but I think because of improper use
of the rudders allowing the torque or "F" factor to turn the
plane to the left.
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Mow the Varga is heading in a Westerly direction with the
wings level again but it will hit the mountain i+ he doesn™t
turn guickly.

I watched with grave concern that his air speed was very slow
and the engine was still wide open. The Varga again began to
settle quite rapidly and for a moment the wings stayed level
but then the nose started to rise and then slowly at first
hegan to bank teo the left again and then with the roll rate
increasing rapidly, the nose began to lower and I knew that
From this point on he would never recover hecause the nose
was pointed straight down in & vertical decent and spinning
to the left.

I counted the turns and in 3 turns, 1080 degrees the plane
hit the ground.

A4 brilliant flash of light, like a huge strobe light so
b ight that it made me blink. The plane exploded in a cloud
of dust and bthen the sound ov the crash came like a bamb.

I could give yvou more detaile of what happened but it is not
impaortant. I later went over to the accident with one of my
friends. All the others of the crowd had gone back and my
friend and I were the only 2 at the crash sight. We loocoked
aver the wreck. The pilot was still sitting in the plane with
rna face. The anly parts of the plane I saw that were worth
salvaging was the horizontal stabilizer, elevator, and the
rudder. These parts locked good all obhers were damaged. All
the instruments were scattered out in front of the plane in a
memicircle with spots of blood everywhere.

Mr. Manaum, if you would like to discuss any part of my
ietter, please feel free to contact me. You have my address

and my phone number is:

Sincerely,

HMD / hmd





