
April12, 2001 
Sirs; 

On April 9, 2001 while playing golf at Dodger Pines C. C. I 
witnessed a small aircraft crash ncar the 17th tee of the golf course 
at approxmately 12:05 pm. 

I was standing at point X, see rough sketch, when I first 
noticed the aircraft at treetop level comming from the West. After 
passing over the 16th fairway and just clearing the trees between 
the 16th fairway and the 17th tee box the aircraft nosed down at 
about 30/35 degrees and struck some large pines 15/20 feet above 
ground. 

Approxmatcly one second after the crash the aircraft burst 
into flames. The flames were approx. 30ft. wide and 70/80ft high. 
Bright orange. About 3/4 minutes later there was a small explosion 
and some black smoke .ioined the flames. 

As the aircraft crossed over My head I noticed the engine was 
running but at an idle speed, no power what so ever. The landing 
gears up. 

From the first time I saw the aircraft there was no way it 
could have landed on the golf course at that time. 

In my opinion, and this is just a guess, the polit was trying to 
avoid the people on the ground, and when he saw the houses in his 
path he nosed the aircraft into the trees. 

If I can be of any further help please fell free to call. 

William 0. Katt Jr. 
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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD Time Date 

10:00 am 4/20/2001 
RECORD OF: D VISIT D CONFERENCE [!ZJ TELEPHONE CALL 

Name (s) of Person (s) contacted or in conference and location 
Routing 

Cody Ramsey 
Symbol Initials 

Arizona Aircraft 

520 772-0982 

Subject: 

N262MM, Piper PA-46-500TP, Vero Beach, FL., 04/09/2001 

Digest: 

He attended the Simcom Piper PA-46-500TP course, finishing March 9, 2001. He used N262MM for the 
course, and flew in the airplane about 2.5 hours with Simcom instructor David White. Mr. Ramsey then 
delivered N262MM to the accident pilot at Spruce Creek Airport, Daytona Beach, FL. He then gave the 
accident pilot 4-5 hours of dual differences training in the accident airplane. 

Conclusions, Action Taken, or Required: 

I reviewed the above with Mr. Ramsey and he concurred. 

Date Title Signature 

4/20/2001 Senior Air Safety Investigator Jeffrey L. Kennedy 

NTSB Form 1320.12 (4/02) 



NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD Date 

2:50pm 4/20/2001 
RECORDOF: 0VISIT D CONFERENCE ~TELEPHONE CALL 

Name (s) of Person (s) contacted or in conference and location Routing 

AI Delinger Symbol Initials 

N262MM, Piper PA-46-500TP, Vero Beach, FL., 04/09/2001 

Digest: 

He and a friend, Roger Gardner, were on the 15th tee box. They heard an airplane takeoff and turned to 
watch it. They observed the airplane about I mile away, lift off and climb to about 200 feet, heading west. 
The airplane then made a left tum toward the golf course and he wondered why. He heard a distinct 
change to lower engine noise at this point. The airplane came toward the golf course and made several 
course changes. The nose dropped and then pulled up. The airplane cleared one set of trees, but collided 
with the next set of trees. The propeller was turning. He is a pilot. His friend is not a pilot. 

or Required: 

I reviewed the above with Mr. Delinger and he concurred. 

Date Title Signature 

4/20/2001 Senior Air Safety Investigator Jeffrey L. Kennedy 

1320.12 (4/02) 



NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD Time Date 

8:20am 4110/2001 
RECORD OF: I"' I VISIT D CONFERENCE D TELEPHONE CALL 

Name (s) of Person (s) contacted or in conference and location Routing 

Phil Kempf Symbol Initials 

Subject: 

N262MM, Piper PA-46-500TP, Vero Beach, FL., 04/09/2001 

Digest: 

He and his wife, Phyllis, were playing golf on the 17th tee. His wife saw N262MM flying westerly down 
the 12th hole. They lost sight of the airplane. The airplane reappeared flying on a southerly heading. The 
engine sounded as if it was running at full power. There was no smoke coming from the airplane. The 
wings were level. The airplane hit the trees and fell to the ground. Immediately they observed black 
smoke and flame. He is not a pilot. 

ncv<<UH Taken, or Required: 

I reviewed the above with Mr. Kempf and he concurred. 

Date Title Signature 

4/10/2001 Senior Air Safety Investigator Jeffrey L. Kennedy 

NTSB Form 1320.12 (4/02) 



April 17, 2001 

On Friday, April 6, 2001 I received a call from Lee Korman to set up an appointment for 
him to bring his aircraft, P A46-500TP N262MM s/n 4697040, to Piper to have an 
intermittent microphone jack repaired. We agreed that he would bring the aircraft in on 
Monday April 9. Mr. Korman arrived on the morning of the 9'h along with a passenger 
from Spruce Creak. The microphone jack was repaired by plugging in a connector that 
had come loose. Mr. Korman mentioned that his alternator was carrying more load than 
the generator and that he needed fuel. I started the aircraft and taxied to our maintenance 
run up area, let the engine and electronics warm up and the battery charge for 
approximately 10 minutes. I the adjusted the alternator voltage regulator from inside the 
cockpit. I observed nothing abnormal during engine start or run. Total engine run time 
was approximately 15 minutes. The aircraft was taxied back and shut down. I drove the 
Jet A fuel truck to the aircraft and added 26 gallons to each wing tank. This brought the 
total fuel load to approximately 900 pounds. The fact that the aircraft was fueled from 
the Jet A truck was witnessed and verified by Dick Hurley. Mr. Korman was given an 
invoice and logbook entry for the work performed and he and his passenger boarded the 
aircraft and started the engine. I did not observe the taxi or departure. 

Mike Cardinale 

.::;::_ pJI/i?e.sse d .. _}£:7 fl ~ei -1-.euef. frddt, Jl/j 
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TIME DA"fE 

RECORD OF 1:8:) VISIT D CONFERENCE OR D TELEPHONE CALL 10:30 AM 04/10/2001 

NAME {S) OF PERSON{$) CONTACTED OR IN CONFERENCE AND LOCATION ROUTING 

Pat Cobb, Director of Maintenance Ph: (561) 562-9257 SYMBOL INITIALS 

Sun Aviation, Inc. (FAA CRS # ECWR470D) 

3106 Cherokee Rd. 

Vero Beach, FL 32960 
SUBJECT 

Piper P A-46-SOOTP (Malibu Meridian), N262MM 

DIGEST 

Mr. Cobb reported the following in response to questions about recent maintenance performed on the subject 

airplane by Sun Aviation: 

About 2 weeks before the accident, the owner reported that he was experiencing intermittent alternator output 

I problems, and arrangements were made for Sun to correct the problem (under warranty) during a planned avionics 

installation scheduled for a week later. A voltage regulator was ordered. 

The airplane returned as scheduled on April 2nd for the avionics installation at Sun's avionics shop, which 

consisted of installation of weather and collision avoidance equipment (Stormscope & Skywatch). That work was 

performed over several days, April 3rd throug_h the 5th. The owner had also reported intermittent problems with 

the microphone/headset, but the problem could not be duplicated and no work was performed in that area. 

While the aircraft interior was removed for the avionics work, mechanic Terry Grage removed and replaced the 

voltage regulator (which is located in the kick panel area left and forward of the left pilot seat, and is accessible by 

pulling back the ~et). An engine run-up was subsequently performed on Friday April 6th by Mr. Grage with 

Mr. Cobb's assistance, and the voltage regulator was adjusted to Piper specifications. (continued next pag~) 
CONCLUSION, ACTION TAKEN, OR REQUIRED 

Copies of work orders for referenced work attached. 

-~ I 
DATE illLE SIGNATURE 

'i ~ . /" 
04/12/2001 Aviation Safety Inspector - AIW t Jon S. Strickland 

FAA Form 1360-33 (4-75) Forme~y FAA Form 1522 AFS Electronic Fofms S stem- JetFonn FofmFlow- 1211998 



DIGEST {CONT.): 

(Page 2 of 2 • 4/10/01 Interview with Pat Cobb at Snn Aviation re: N262l\4M): 

After completion of the voltage regulator work and approval for retnrn to service on Friday (April 6th), the owner departed with the 
airplane and reportedly flew it back to his home base at Spruce Creek Airport in Daytona Beach, FL. This was the last time that the 
pilot and the airplane were at Snn . 

No work was performed by Sun personnel on the engine or engine systems (during the above referenced maintenance), according to Mr. 
Cobb. 

The owner reportedly returned to Vero Beach with the airplane on Monday April 9th , and went to Piper to have them look into the 
intennittent microphone/headset problem that he had reported earlier . Piper reportedly determined that the problem was due to a 
loose connection and they replaced the mic rophone assembly. The owner then left Piper with the airplane, and crashed during 
departure. 

Mr. Cobb provided copies of the work order packages for the work performed on the airplane by Sun between 4/2/01 & 4/6/01. Review of 
those packages revealed that the airplane had logged 43.7 hours total time in service (TTIS) as of 4/6/01. The maintenance release and 
the invoice for the avionics installation were dated 4/5/01. The maintenance release for the voltage regulator warranty work was 
dated 4/6/01, and the invoice for that work was dated 4/9/01. 

During a discussion about Piper Meridian maintenance in general, Mr. Cobb noted that another customer's airplane had been brought to 
Sun for corrective maintenance after the power lever had apparently been moved into the beta range with the engine not running. This 
control movement had caused the fuel control I beta control linkage mixer-assembly adjustment to be adversely affected, and the 
engine and/or propeller did not react properly to control inpnts during a subsequent engine start (at Vero Beach). 

Mr. Cobb noted that he had seen this abnormal start, and that he observed the airplane swaying and gyrating from what appeared to be 
large propellor and/or engine speed excursions as the pilot attempted to control the engine. Snn personnel were subsequently tasked to 
fix the problem, which they did by readjusting the fuel control linkage assembly to restore the proper linkage and mixer-assembly 
geometry. 

I asked Mr. Cobb to describe what effect this type of mis-adjustrnent could have on Meridian engine operation during a takeoff; Mr. 
Cobb replied that he couldn't say specifically (because it would depend on the degree of mis-adjustrnent), but that he expected it would 
likely have an adverse affect on fuel control scheduling and/or beta valve control. 

************ ; ))_. 

FAA Form 1360-33 (4-75) Forme~y FAA Form 1522 AFS ElectroniC Forms System. JetForm FormFiow -1211998 



National Transportation Safety Board 
8405 N.W. 53rd Street- Suite B\03 

Miami, FL 33166 

Re: F:s;ate of Leonard Korman, Deceased 

March 28, 2002 

Date of Accident: 4/9/01 Vera Beach, Florida 
Registration No. N262MM 

To whom it may concern: 

RECEIVED 
APR 1 1 2002 

NTSB MIAMI 

The undersigned listened to the audio tape supplied by the NTSB as well as two audio 
tapes and disk that had been augmented by a professional sound company. The purpose of the 
augmentation was to take away the whistle or noise on the tape. The voice on the tape is that of 
Mr. Chiavola. 

I am a member of the Spruce Creek Fly community. I am familiar with the voices over 
the airplane radio of both Mr. Chiavola and Mr. Korman. The voice on the tape is not that of Mr. 
Korman but rather is the voice of Mr. Chiavola. 

~ 
. I ' 

/ JohllWHare 



National Transportation Safety Board 
8405 N.W. 53rd Street- Suite Bl03 

Miami, FL 33166 

Re: Estate of Leonard Korman, Deceased 

March 28, 2002 

Date of Accident: 4/9/01 Vera Beach, Florida 
Registration No. N262MM 

To whom it may concern: 

RECEIVED 
~PR 1 1 2002 

NTSB MIAMI 

The undersigned listened to the audio tape supplied by the NTSB as well as two audio 
tapes and disk that had been augmented by a professional sound company. The purpose of the 
augmentation was to take away the whistle or noise on the tape. The voice on the tape is that of 
Mr. Chiavola. 

As the sister of Lee Korman, I was familiar with his voice and the voice on the tape is not 
that of my brother. Therefore, it must be Mr. Chiavola. 

Executor 
and sister of Leonard Korman, Deceased 




