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Aircraft Accident Eye Witness Recollection 
Tuesday September 20, 2016 
Lee’s Summit Municipal Airport 
Lee’s Summit. Missouri 
 
I arrived at the airport at around 4:30 PM (CDT) for a scheduled flight 
instruction @ 5:00 PM with my BFR instructor.  He arrived promptly at 5:00 
PM and we met in front on my hangar #S8 which is located at the Northwest 
side of the airport facing runway 18/36. 
 
At approximately 6:05 PM (CDT), I was facing South while talking and 
noticed within my peripheral vision an aircraft either landing or perhaps 
doing a touch-and-go on runway 18.  From that position, I could not tell if 
they had actually touched the ground at that point, but once they reached a 
location adjacent to the airport office, the aircraft abruptly pulled up into a 
very steep climb and turned to the right with the wings virtually in a vertical 
position, similar to an immelmann turn…see below: 
 

 
 
The aircraft then went out of sight from my position behind the hangars, 
Southwest of my location.  Within seconds I heard a sound of an impact and 
immediate jumped in the car with my instructor to see if we could be of 
assistance.  Several people were already at the scene on the tarmac and 
were attempting to lift the fuselage up so that people to get to the 



occupants.  A couple of people had already checked for a pulse on both 
passengers with no success.  It appeared that none of the bystanders were 
trained in CPR and as a result were unable to lend any medical assistance.  
The police arrived within approximately 5-6 minutes and I indicated to the 
first arriving officer that both occupants were not breathing and had no 
pulse. 
 
I was asked to provide my contact information by one of the police officers 
at the scene, which I did. 
 
John Herman 

 




