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- Carl Lambert

I did not witness the takeoff or crash at all since I was inside a windowless room at the
time. I heard an announcement about an accident and came running out. I ran to the scene
with a tew other jumpers. When we arrived, there were a couple of bystanders, but they
said they had not actually checked him for a pulse and had remained outside the aircrafi
due to how bad the scene looked and the fact that there was fuel leaking from the aircratt.
Therefore, I was the first one to actually w ork on the patient. {(He was the only one in the

plane.)

was able to get into the cabin through the pilot-side window. I checked the pilot for a
puim and found that he had none. I started CPR chest compressions and was able to geta
responding firefighter or rescue squad member (not sure which he was) to get him to start
trying to ventilate the pilot. I later transferred patient care to the medic who took charge
of the scene when he arrived, and they pronounced the patient as dead.
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April 3, 2015

On Sunday, March 29, 2015 at approximately 9:40 am, | was traveling northbound on Virginia State Rt.
20 at approximately 60 mph (according to my speedometer) . As | approached the area at the start of
the runway, | noticed a small aircraft with red and black stripes begin to motor down the runway. It
quickly matched my speed of 60mph as it continued forward. As we passed the old airport building,
the aircraft remained beside me. As we reached the next building, the aircraft picked up speed and
pulled away from me. Near the end of the runway as the craft became airborne, | noticed right away it
looked like it was having trouble.

As the aircraft gained altitude, it appeared that the nose went up as the tail dropped downward. The
craft did this again, but this time | noticed blackish smoke trailing from the front of the plane and
extended the length of it. The aircraft seemed to level out, but then it took a hard left turn and the nose
of the aircraft began to drop downward. It quickly dropped down and disappeared over the trees and
embankment.

I immediately pulled off of the road (Northbound on Rt. 20) and diated 911 and waited for the first
responders to arrive. When they arrived, | called Orange County Sheriff’s Department and gave them all
my contact information, at which time they told me | could leave the scene, and they would contact me
if necessary.

Benjamin T. Bane

gy




MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

Allison Diaz
Air Safety Investigator
Office of Aviation Safety — Eastern Region

Date: March 31, 2015
NTSB Accident Number: ERA15FA170
Persons Contacted: Aaron Hull - Witness

The following is a summary of the conversation conducted on this date:

e  Mr. Hull was standing on the ramp near the Skydive Orange facility and observed the accident.

e He statedthat heisa pilotwithabout 110 hours of flight time.

e He didnot observe any birdsin the vicinity of the airport at the time of the accident.

e He statedthat the airplane climbed to about 150 feet above the ground, and looked like it was
possibly trying to turn back to the runway and stalled.

e He did not hearany change inthe engine noisethroughout the takeoff and accident sequence,
but said that itseemed "quieterthanitshould be."

e Duringtheairplane's climb, he saw a 10-20 foot long trail of exhaust coming from the engine.

END

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD Page 1 of 1



MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD

Allison Diaz
Air Safety Investigator
Office of Aviation Safety — Eastern Region

Date: March 31, 2015
NTSB Accident Number: ERA15FA170
Persons Contacted: John Steinberg - Witness

The following is a summary of the conversation conducted on this date:

e Mr. Steinbergwasstanding onthe ramp nearthe Skydive Orange facility and observed the
accident.

e He statedthat he did not observe any birdsinthe vicinity of the airport.
e Theairplane'sengine did notsound abnormal, however, its acceleration and climb seemed slow.

o There wasa fainttrail of brown smoke coming fromthe engine compartmentasthe airplane
climbed out.

e He stated that the winds atthe time of the accident were light but "skittish."
e Sometimesthe AWOS was notreliableinreportingaccurate wind speed and direction.

END

MEMORANDUM FOR RECORD Page 1 of 1
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