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Interview: Leo Iniguez

Phone:

Location: Santa Monica Airport

Narrative:

The following is a summary of conversation with Officer Leo Iniguez, who is a Airport Services 
Officer, and observed the accident airplane land.

Officer Iniguez was at the base of the airport beacon when he observed the accident airplane 
approach and land. He said that the approach looked normal and the landing was slightly beyond 
the touchdown zone.  He then turned away and did not see the airplane impact the hangar.

Van S. McKenny IV
Aerospace Engineer (Field)
Western Pacific Region

Record of Conversation
Monday, September 30, 2013
9:30 AM
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Interview: Brian Blackburn

Phone:

Location: Telephone Conversation

Narrative:

The following is a summary of conversation with Mr Brian Blackburn, who is the Operations Manager of the 
Atlantic FBO at Friedman Memorial Airport (KSUN), Hailey, Idaho.

Mr Blackburn reviewed the fueling records and reported that on Sept 29, 2013, at 1623 MST, N194SJ, was 
fueled with 150 gallons jet A (negative Prist)each side (300 gal total) per the pilot's request.

Van S. McKenny IV
Aerospace Engineer (Field)
Western Pacific Region

Record of Conversation
Thursday, February 20, 2014
2:36 PM
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Interview: Richard Brown

Phone:

Location: SMO Tower

Narrative:

The following is a summary of conversation with Mr Richard Brown, who was the local 
controller at the time of the accident.

Mr Brown stated that he recalls the airplane making a normal landing on the runway 
touchdown zone markings (abeam the tower).  As the airplane was rolling out it started to drift 
to the right of the centerline which prompted him to radio the pilot and ask if he needed 
assistance.  The pilot did not respond. The airplane then pitched up and came back down, but 
never left the ground, and then veered hard right into the row of hangars at the end of the 
runway.

Van S. McKenny IV
Sr Aviation Accident Investigator
Western Pacific Region

Record of Conversation
Tuesday, September 29, 2015
6:00 PM
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Interview: Pete Coleton

Phone:

Location: Telephone Conversation

Narrative:

The following is a summary of conversation with Mr Pete Coleton, who installed the cameras on 
the airport that are intended to document aircraft departing for the purposes of billing landing 
fees.

Mr Coleton said that the cameras are located at the end of runway 21 and are pointed at the 
runway stripes.  The cameras utilize motion detection to activate the camera.  Mr Coleton and his 
colleagues reviewed all photos that were taken during the time surrounding the accident and they 
did not find any photos of the accident airplane.

Mr Coleton said that they had installed cameras on or near the control tower that were intended to  
photograph airplanes that were doing training, specifically, touch and goes. They were working on 
tuning the motion capture parameters.  At that time the parameters were set up to capture single 
engine airplanes, but not be activated by faster airplanes such as jets.  A review of that system did 
not reveal any photos of the accident airplane.

Van S. McKenny IV
Aerospace Engineer (Field)
Western Pacific Region

Record of Conversation
Monday, November 04, 2013
4:07 PM
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Interview: Mathew Benjamin

Phone:

Location: Telephone Conversation

Narrative:

The following is a summary of conversation with Mr Mathew Benjamin, son of the accident pilot.

Mr Benjamin stated that he was aware of the need to locate the pilot and aircraft records, and that 
Mr Robert Gives is his fathers executor and is the best contact who would have knowledge of the  
location of the records.  He knew his father frequently attended training at Flight Safety in San 
Antonio, and that maintenance was performed at Cescom in Sacramento.

Mr Benjamin said that they fly to Hailey, ID, regularly over the last 20 years.  Hailey is like a second 
home for them and his father was planning on retiring there with in the next 3-5 years. He has a 
house in Hailey.  His father would regularly make weekend trips to Hailey, leaving on Friday and 
returning on Sunday. He always planned his flight to be back before it got dark. The purpose of the 
trip was two fold. His father was on the board of directors for a number of non-profits which 
involved a couple of meetings, and he was winterizing his house.  In all respects this was a regular 
weekend.

His father had flown his own airplane regularly over the last 20 years. He owned a Cessna 421 C, 
then a Beech KingAir, then a Cessna Jet (CJ1), and finally a Cessna Jet 2 (CJ2). He incrementally 
increased his skill with higher performing airplanes.

Van S. McKenny IV
Aerospace Engineer (Field)
Western Pacific Region

Record of Conversation
Tuesday, October 22, 2013
10:54 AM
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Interview: Gregory Wain

Phone:

Location: Santa Monica Airport

Narrative:

The following is a summary of conversation with Mr Gregory Wain, who is the manager of Atlantic 
Aviation Services FBO at the Santa Monica Airport.

Mr Wain said that the pilot called in about 10 minutes before landing asking that the hangar be 
prepared for their arrival.  The linemen who work at Atlantic and who were outside preparing the 
hangar did not see or hear anything unusual.  Every thing appeared normal, normal touch down, 
normal speed, and they did not notice anything was wrong until they saw the smoke from the end 
of the runway.

Mr Wain stated that he had known the pilot for about 15 years and that the pilot flew out of the 
airport almost every Friday.  Mr Wain also thought that the pilot had only one option if there was a 
problem stopping the airplane.  The end of runway 21 drops off steeply into houses, the left side  
drops into a concrete drainage culvert and steeply droops over 100 down into a residential area, 
and the apron by American flyers also drops off very steeply into residential area .  However, on the 
north side, by the 25 St gate and fire department there is raised terrain that would stop the 
airplane.  In Mr Wain's opinion, the only option if the pilot could not slow the airplane is to veer to 
the right and aim for the embankment behind the last row of hangars on the north side of the 
runway.

Van S. McKenny IV
Aerospace Engineer (Field)
Western Pacific Region

Record of Conversation
Friday, October 25, 2013
1:00 PM
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