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RECORD OF CONVERSATION 

Todd Gunther 
Air Safety Investigator 
Eastern Region 

Date: November 5, 2011 
Person Contacted: Fredrico Machada (Second-In-Command) 
NTSB Accident Number: ERA12IA060 

According to Mr. Machada, they were selling the airplane on behalf of the owner. They had three 

passengers onboard: His girlfriend, a mechanic, and the buyer. The airplane had last flown 

approximately two months prior to the accident. 

The day before the accident, "a guy talked about purchasing the airplane." So he arranged for the 

flight to take place. 

They took off :from Ft. Lauderdale without a problem. When they landed at Key West, they 

touched down at 103 knots with no problems. First the pilot tried to use them to stop without 

result, and then he tried them. The brakes "were not working." 

Page 1 ofl 



. 
' . \'} ., -- . 

·1Ji 

Todd Gunther 
Air Safety Investigator 
Eastern Region 

Date: December 19, 2011 
Person Contacted: Jose Batista (Pilot -In-Command) 
NTSB Accident Number: ERA12IA060 

RECORD OF CONVERSATION 

According to Mr. Batista, during the preflight he noticed that the accumulator was a little low 

but, was "OK" and did not notice anything wrong with the airplane. South Aviation had done 

maintenance on it. This was a flight after maintenance. 

During the approach, he held 130 knots on the downwind leg of the traffic pattern and he held 

106 knots till he was over the threshold of runway 9. He was at 1,500 feet on the downwind and 

rolled out on the final at 1,000 feet. 

The wind was blowing slightly from the left, and he touched down about 800 feet down the 

runway at 95 to 100 knots, and then applied the brakes after rolling for approximately 800 feet. 

He pushed on the brakes but they were "hard" and would not move. The copilot (Second-In­

Command) also tried to apply the brakes with the same result. 

He also attempted to apply the emergency brake but there was "no brake at all" when he pulled 

it. 

He had to stop and could not go around. 

The airplane then went into the EMAS. 
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RECORD OF CONVERSATION 

Todd Gunther 
Air Safety Investigator 
Eastern Region 

Date: January 16, 2014 
Person Contacted: William T. Daughenbaugh (Passenger) 

NTSB Accident Number: ERA12IA060 

Mr. Daughenbaugh stated that he was both a fixed wing and helicopter pilot. There were three 

passengers onboard; Himself, Michael Davis, and Mr. Davis's girlfriend. He had worked for Mr. 

Davis flying a helicopter for him and was invited along to give Mr. Davis his opinion based on 

his aviation expertise, as Mr. Davis was thinking of leasing the airplane. 

Prior to the flight, he went down to Fort Lauderdale International Airport and met up with Mr. 

Davis. He asked him if he had ever flown with the two pilots before. He believed that he told 

him no. He was riding in the cabin and during the taxi out the brakes were working. 

He advised that during the flight Captain Batista was in the left seat. When they landed in Key 

West, he "felt no brakes whatsoever" they were "eating up the runway" so he tightened his 

seatbelt. Then they "hit the EMAS." 

He believed that they "should have gone around. 
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RECORD OF CONVERSATION 

Todd Gunther 
Air Safety Investigator 
Eastern Region 

Date: January 28,2014 
Person Contacted: Eric Chase (President, Mansfield Heliflight) 
NTSB Accident Number: ERA12IA060 

Mr. Chase advised that after they purchased the airplane, they inspected it and were unable to 

find any problems with the brake system other than the damage that occurred to the anti-skid 

wiring when the airplane entered the EMAS. 

After they received a ferry permit they flew the airplane back to their base in Vermont without 

any problems. 
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