
To: Carl Allen-FAA~ 

Subject: Airplane crash- Goodan Ranch/Sycamore Canyon Park 

Location: See attached map 

While hiking at Goodan Ranch-Sycamore Canyon Reserve on December 29, our 
attention was drawn to the plane by the noise of the engine. The engine seemed to 
be struggling, cutting in and out. The plane initially appeared to gain altitude and 
appeared to be headed to the south or southeast. As we watched the plane it entered 
into a slow flat spin (we think it was to the right) a lmost like it was practicing engine 
shutdown, sta ll and recovery except that the spin continued and appeared to be 
poorly done- pitching in multiple directions. The engine continued to miss but the 
plane appeared to pull out of the spin as the engine restarted and the plane seemed 
to get power and started to pull up but then nosed over at a fairly steep angle and 
the engine went quiet. It disappeared behind the near ridge and a few seconds later 
we hear a loud thud and no more airp lane noise. We concluded that the airplane had 
crashed and told the County Park's maintenance person, who happened to be 
driving by, what we saw but he went on about his business. When we saw him later 
he mentioned that he had heard on the radio that a plane had crashed. 

The weather conditions were: 
• mostly cloudy with some blue sky patches 
• light wind 
• cool 

The plane when first observed was well beneath the cloud layer probably several 
thousand feet above the prevailing terrain. 
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