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S..Ojooct: Statcmoml ofllx:idem: Involving Hot Air Balloon Accidellt, 21i Jan 2002 

I at1:1 aclivc duty Air FDrCe stationed at Nellis Nr Fon:e Base, but have a part lime job witb a otable owned 
by Cowboy Trail rudes, La~ Vcgu, which is located at the 12-milc nwl«:r on Kyle Cany011 road 

At approximately 9:00a.m, Saturday, 26 J1111 02, I bad 1umed off ofU.S. 95 ou1D Kyle Canyon 
Rd. I wu about 2.5 - l 011lca from U.S. 95 when ! spotted a hot air balloon, 1D rey l!Jft iD the dcacrt, and 
deJc:CDdiug npidJy, moving DOrth about 400 yards aoulli of llie rood. Tb.e baDoOD Will Ollly 20 :feet or so 
olt of the SI'OIIIId wb.m J first saw it. There wu a sttong wind lbat morning and I noticed the balloon..,.,. 
tilliq 1o the right IJid wu only about 2/3 fbll of alr. 
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Wbcn the balloon bit the gro!llld the first lime lnlbc desctt it lookeoilib it hit pretty hard based on 
the aiiiOIIDl ofd.ust it ldckeoi~~p. The baUoan mao ba<:k up to about 30-40 teet oft' afllic ground, otill 
moving north mrly quickly, direcdy rowuds a h01111e o!).lbe soulh •ide oflhc :vaoi. l bad already slowed 
down and based on lhc fact that there were no other vebides in sight I waa wotchmg 1o see if the balloon 
was actually going to bit the howe. The balloon actuallywcntlbrough the back yal:d, ov•rthe first 
co~~Ctete wall and hit the waD/small bnildina; on tbe nottheast ctmllll' of the botiiC, The balloon hit the wall 
pretly bon! and I noticed that I hadn't seen any people in the basket. I just abo11t paiiSed dizectly UDder tbe 
balloou os it oaossod Kyle O.Dyon road. I tuuled the truck around lhinking tba.t tbe balloon ltlllst have 
gotten away duriDg a tab olf or llllldiuz and maybe I could keep it from blowing out mto the desert or 
aCR>ss IIDO!her roadway with the chains thati bad in tbe 1tuck. The baUocm bit just nord! of the road abaut 
20 yards IIIICI Wall clruilhtOQ(!h a small wash znd •topped just as I stopped the lnlclc. I believe !bat I wu the 
only person to sec the bolloon bit all three limn. 

Before I e-Yell got 0111 Of the truck I spoltl!d lhc 1izsl body. I wao pretty shocked that there could 
actually have boeo people in the ballo011 but I grabbed my cell phone and ran to the body. I checked for a 
pulae, lbetc wun't oru:. I clleclced to see if the pe!SO!I was breathing; he was 1101. I ill>medialcly ran to 
check the basket for my other victims and found all six pasungers were starting to IDOVC and speak. 1 
diale<l91l and 1811 back 1D tbc lint person. I notified the 911 operator of what bad happened, where we 
WIO<e, 8lld that there was at l.,.t one pCI'IIon with no puloe. Thc 91! "P""'tor ... id sba would notify 
emerge~~Cy services ano;1 that I should 8latt CPR, which I was alreaoiy attempting as I lalkcd to her. l Slot!Cd 
the chest comprcsaions and ll>l:lll1h to mouth resuscitation. AI this poia>t, """of tho other paoamgCJS bad 
made his was to me, I banded him the phone and continued chest compreasio11a. Whenllic next pa••e.<ii""• 
a~. made her way to where we were, about30 yards shon of where the balloon stopped moving, slle 
took over mouth to mouth reauscilation. Being that w~ were on tbe far aide of the wash and the person was 
laying with his head down iDto llic wash it Wllll difficult to do ~.est compreni0113 or do mouth to mo11th. 
When the next person made their way tow we stopped and ll.!med him, even thougb I knew !bat you don't 
normaUy move a victim after .1111 accident In this situation, with the i:rguries that I could alre~y see tbat lie 
had, coupled with the filet that he bad blood draining back out of his mouth and nose, I didn't lliillk that 
moving him to 4 more level spot me feet away "">'lld hurt. At thi• poillt, the lady and I =bangod placeo 
and sbe did compn:sdons while I continued mouth to mouth. I O!lly foll!ld. a faint pulso one timo during the 
counre of performing CPR but it wu only fot about lhtee beats and then was gooe. When we heard the f'ttot 
sire!ls, I tolcl the ilt4ividwlllbat I gave 11:1)1 pliDne to go wait by the road but looking back, I don't think there 
would have been any way lliey could have missed the balloon and us. We contitm;d CPR and mouth-to
mouth until paramedics arrived and made U5 qv!l. While the fizsii'WC1 par~U~Kdi<:B checl:cd on the fim 
perscn, I went with the other paramedics to check on th$ other victims. Five of the passengers bad alroady 
been up awl moving with whot looko<I1D be minor il\iur:ics. (~uts, •crape•, etc). One passenger bad gotten 
out of the basket but was still on the grmmd with what was PfObably a liJ'l'aifted shoulder or broken arm. I 
assisli:d the p-~ with ooD>O basic first aid Wltil they were ready to start loading the amhulances. 
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We lollded two oflhe victims onto the Flight for Lite belicoptor, two iDtD the :fint uubulan.:e Uld <me each into tbe remaiDing two amblllA!loea. I gav~ my witness statement ro one of the officers on !he scene llld was re~ fro!!!. the area. I know !bat my wnness statement was not nearly tms de!Wled but I was still pretty shook up a1lcr alllhet bad happened iUld dido 'I lftlize tbat I blld !t,ft "lot of !be ••n•ll detail Ollt. 
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l LAS VEGAS METROPOLIT~~i:;. '[CE DEPARTMENT I""'"'* _Pa-=-ge _ _j__ __ o_f ---'-\ __ ____!. . VOLUNTARY~'fjlEMENT [ O'"L0\]..1r Olo(,\ 

£c) 1nd.i/,·dw, I ebru-1·. Si) yc.-df .;2:11! :/& r~ _L(6m Tr/f!,"d -M f'lhNk b.:..., 1 ht ruH ,-w/ bw.J£,J a:.J h?d ap /'11 fst, .J ea !In!, 7'1 I q..,cf i.t.R# -1-(IW fc -Jk· fro f ken 4w · Ire. .J ~lc.rftc-4 4 (I) -fk, s:r ll/if .A ~E~ u21cl o./ ..(; £f YnD?4 ~ :} ·>M-1-- bocJ:. Vi"'d d<:dtcf Cf/2. em f.-<s-/ ftd"M/ Q,ll J Ctl.,/ 0tt 'f cl !A,.. .. L I ~"ct ms/cl CV" ,-,~;~ . 

I HAVE READ THIS STATEMENT AND I AFFIRM TO THE TRU'TII AND ACCURACY OF THE FACTS CQNTAINED HEREIN. THIS STATEMENT WAS 
COMPlETE:DAT(I.OCATJON) V'> "\ 'J fS:J:£ j f;J ON THE k f. DAY OF "L.I/1./ AT tZf{ft! ~I PM), ?c,:. "Z.- • 
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