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Subject: Statement of Incidemt Involving Hot Air Balloon Accident, 26 Jan 2002

30 Jan, 02

I am active duty Air Force stationad at Nellis Air Force Base, but have a part time job with a stablz owned
by Cowboy Trail Rides, Las Vegas, which is located at e 1 2-mile marker on Kyle Canyon road.

At approxituately 9:00 2.m., Ssturday, 26 Jun 02, I had turned off of U.8. 95 caw Kyle Canyon
Rd. I was about2.5 - 3 miles from U.S. 95 when I spottad a hot air balloon, to myy left in the desert, and
descending rapidly, moving north about 400 yards souih of the road. The balloon was only 20 feet or go
aoff of the ground when I first saw it. There was a strong wind that moming and I ooticed the balloon was
tilting to the right and was only about 2/3 fall of ajr.

When the balloon hit the grommd the first tirpe i the desert it looked like it hit pretty hard based on
the amouat of dust it kicked up. The balloun rose back up to about 30 — 40 feet off of the ground, still
rooving north fairly quickly, directly towards a house op the south side of the road. I had alteady slowed
down and based on the fact that there were no other vebicles in sight I wes watching 10 see if the balloon
was actoglly going to hit the bause. The halloon actually went through the back yard, over the first
copcrete wall and hit the wall/small building on the northeast comer of the house, The batloon hit the wail
pretty bard and I noticed that I hadn’t seen any poople in the basket. 1 just sbout passad directly under the
balloon as it crossed Kyle Capyon road, I tumed the truck around thinking that the belloon mmst have
gotten away during a take off or landiog and maybe I could keep it from blowing out into the desert or
across another roadway with the chains that I had in the truck. The balloan hit just north of the road abgut
20 yards and was drug through a small wash and stopped just as 1 stopped the truck. [ believe that T was the
only person to see the balloon hit all thres times. .

Before [ even got out of the truck I spotted the first body. 1 was pretty shocked that there conld
actuaily have been people in the bolloon but I grabbed my cell phone and ran to the body, 1 checked for s
pulse, there wasn’t one. Ichecked to see if the person was breathing; he was not, I immediately mn to
cheek the basket for any other victims and found all six passengers were starting to move and speak. I
dial=d 911 and g back to the firet person. T notified the 911 operator of what bad happened, where we
were, and that there was at least one person with no pulse. The 911 opemtor said she would notify
emergency sexvices and that I should start CPR, which I was already sttempting as I talked to ber. ) startad
the chest compressions and mouth 10 pouth resuscitetion, AX this potat, one of the other passengers had
made hiz was to me, 1 hapded him the phone and coptinued chest compressions. When the next podsenger,
8 female, made her way to where we were, abaut 30 yards short of where the balloon stopped moving, she
tock over mouth to mouth resuscitition. Being that wa were on the far side of the wash und the person was
loying with his head down into the wash it wag difficult to do chest compressionz or do mouth to mouth.
When the next person made their way to s we stopped and tyrned him, even though I knew that you don't
normally move a victim after an accident. In this situation, with the injuries that I conld already gse that he
had, coupled with the fact that he had blood draining back out of his mouth and nose, I didn*t thiok that
moving him {0 4 raore leval spot three feet away would hurt. At this point, the lady and I exchanged places
and she did compressions while I contimied mouth to mouth, T only found a faint pulse one titoe duxing the
course of performing CPR but it was only for about three beats and then was goge. When we heard the first
sirens, T told the individual fhat | gave my phone to go wait by the road but loaking back, T don’t think there
would have been any way they could have missed the balloon and us. We contimused CPR and mouth-to-
maouth until paramedics arived and mads us quit. While the first two paramedics checked on the first
persen, I went with the other paramedics ta check on the other victims, Five of the passengers had slroady
bezn up and moving with what looked o be xtnar injuries, (cuts, scrapes, etc). One passenger had gotten
out of the hasket but was still on the gronnd with what was probably a spreined shoulder oy broken arm. I
assisted the puramedics with some basic first aid watil they were ready to start loading the ambulances,
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We londed twe of the victims onto the Flight for Life belicoptey, two into #he Sret arsbulance and
one each into the rermmining two ambulances. | 2ave my witness statement to one of the officers on the
scene and was released from the area. Tknow that my witness statement was not nearly this detailed but I
was still pretty shook up after all that had happened and didn’t realize that [ had igft a Jot of the sall detail
out,

Please feel free to contact me at either of the numbers above if you need any further information,
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