WITNESS GROUP CHAIRMAN’S FACTUAL REPORT
Attachment B: Summaries of Witness Interviews
(151 pages)



NOTE: Follow-up interviews were not conducted for all contacts classified as
“Witness™:

e Investigators were unable to reach two contacts for an interview (Adair, T. Johnson);

e Two contacts could not provide additional information and there was no interview
beyond initial contact (Gode, Pease);

e Two contacts were handled by the Survival Factors Group (Appell, Bennett-
Kilander); and

e One contact was handled by the Construction Group (Rue)
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" ISTH-35W Bridge Collapse Interview Questionnaire

‘Date of Interview: vp,é“/ 07 | Time: 9.1 g) @M
Interviewé’r: : % C hr D langf ) F8L

DRIVER

Driver’s License Numbe

Full Neme MzSsoud  Amin
Full Address |

. Telephone Home _Work: I: _

Compliance WiTh DL TESHictionsT Glusses;ete——YES - NO  NA
.._--~~-S-ea=tr1rk itiom=—" "Front Seat  Driver Center Right “

. Middle Seat  Left Center
Rear Seat Left Center

Ejected:
_ Séfety Equipment used:

| Transported to Hospital
What Ambulance Service:

Nature of Injury (Circle): :
A itatipg injury —brgken bones, hospitalized, severe cuts

B No incapacitating injury - Cu¥s, bruises, scrapes

C Complaint of injury with no obvious jury visible

Please expia/i.n where you were on the bridge —{(direction of travel

refer tO/br'dgc diagram):

ot allresst UM, CDTL | Rovm 510
500 O Skeml snar -

mPls , M, 3

SB], which lane,



What other vehicles or people were around you? (Color, make, model, description), what
were they doing? 0;& l‘s fimel  Witnes, PfOF.aSSor Qru(}, (el en b‘erj,
Was allo m fle 0FFlg d Saw +h.coen

What did you see, feel, hear, and smell relative to the crash? (Please ask for specifics if
a sensation is described — movement left to right, forward and back, up or down etc.)

gea Foll Aaratie 4 @bfack | E-maz‘l,

CL¥;
at vehiclg were you in?

Seat Pdsition (See above) | ‘NO
Seat Pgsition {See above) | NO
NO
NO

_Additional notes/comments:



Y3A
1dd1SS

|
e
' ¢ '5.B. LANES ¢ PIER 7 .. BB =
[ n / BRI
;:".‘:‘::':":'-"'": ‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘ €t - == ,‘:_“'.'::.':.‘::::.‘:::.;'.‘:{f:::.‘::l:
"“1 ““““““““““ — — CoL O ED — XX ><:'>'<"‘ tﬁrﬁﬁ%&'f{“““""*".’."‘—‘.*_“.""'"'“”“_‘—',“‘
:L::':::i": T o AN — - "_—:_-‘:.“::_7::::::::.:f::/::.':::_”:‘
i IR A | LOSED KA N ""_‘“'T‘“""‘“‘“""“;"‘“‘"‘“’""'—""—l—‘.f_.“‘_',
_ ' ! ' ' ‘ ' ——
G PIER 4t : ¢ PIER 6— © § MEDIAN § PIER 8eed / ,
€ N.B.LANES- ¢ PIER 1t
SPAN SPAN SPAN SPAN SPAN " SPaN SPAN. $
3 4 5 € 7 g ]
donon | 410t-0n 109*-4 2658 456-0" 2651070 1681/ g
i ] 1 { = o 1
y F‘D';‘If’u} 19071 (DA
| CLLT.WW R DIMENSIONS ALONG ¢ BRIDGE upVbllA L- & (a et LL)
%LM‘}-SQI:F: Y %&l A INPLACE GENERAL PLAN @ Lﬂ‘ Fel
L
aol:’n @t Lﬁ_‘\\ G),Af:-e”‘:hha. wave. | @ MP‘A‘
AN CONTINUDUS WELDED BEAMS ?’w 4 o 3-5PAN CONTHILDYS ?ausss?n @ e ; 3-SPAN ,c{nrmuous W
‘e \_/ '
[@o V4 R @
spim E 7 SP4AN .E. SPANE‘-‘ E——-—-
PIER 4 L ﬂ | )
= e YL&./W
@ o A SPAN 7
PIER S .
- ; A
ZoOTH

¥ A0 Mot Yin 5 107 Seomds,

PIER &

L

A

INPLACE GENERAL ELEVATION

PIER 9

= ieR

NOATFCs



" Massoud Amin

From: Massoud Amim
Sent: Saturday, Augu \ TTRAM
Subject: Thank you .
Attachments: 135 bridge Minneapolis.jpg

Good moming and many thanks for amazing efforts by you, your offices and the departments, and for your
leadership in the aftermath of the I-35W tragedies. ‘ :

In our plain sight my colleagues, Prof. Bruce Wollenberg, and I witnessed the sudden tragic collapse of the
entire 1-35 bridge, from my office on the fifth floor of the West Bank Office Building. Attached below, please
see a summary that I sent to the students, staff, faculty and alumni of CDTL. _ '

Bruce and I have left our contact iriformation with NTSB. Are there any authorities that we should contact and
“report what Bruce and I saw? They are probably looking for eye witnesses that will help them understand
. specifically what happened. - : . :

" Tl be pleased to help the authorities in any way that I can. Please let me or them know that I'm at your service.
Please take very good care; Tlook forward o seeiﬁg you soon in good health.

- Best regards, -
Massoud

Massoud Amin, D. Sc.
Honeywell/H. W. Sweait Chair in Technological Leadership
Director, Center for the Developiment of Technological Leadership (CDTL)
Director of Graduate Studies, Management of Technology '
Professor of Electrical and Computer Engineering

-University of Minnesota
CDTL (hitp://cdtl.umn.edu) _
1300 South Second Street, Suite 510
Minneapolis, MN 55454 USA
Phones: 612-625-0557 or 612-624-5747
Fax: 612-624-7510
http://umn.edu/~amin

From: Massoud Amin {mailt
Sent: Thursday, August 02, 2007 9:59 PM
Subject: FW: Tragic event-- collapse of I-35 bridge near Washington Ave (and WBOB)



Many thanks for many kind email messages and phone calls after the tragic.collaps‘e of the I-35W bridge in

-Minneapolis.

1 was in my office about 200 yards from the bridge (attached please find a picture with a red arrow to my corner

office on the fifth floor of the six story building) with two walls of glass in my office facing Mississippi River

and the I-35W bridge that collapsed.
The rescue effort was amazing, especially the number of university students and other members of the
community and first responders who were carrying wounded people and looking for injured. Although

emergency crews and police prefer and instruct that civilians stay away.

Here is the more detailed email I sent to colleagues, staff, students and alumni:

From: Massoud Amin ‘[maﬂt_"—'

_Sent: Wednesday, August 01, 2007 7:17 PM

Subject: Tragic event-- collapse of I-35 bridge near Washiﬁgton Ave aﬁd WBOB building

A few minutes ago Bruce and I witnessed the sudden tragic collapse of the entire I-35 bridge over the
Mississippi River near Washington Ave (exit 17). : -

1 ho;ﬁe‘that you, all your loved ones, our friends and colieaglies are OK and safe.

Prof. Bruce Wollenberg, Mr. Gary Smaby, and I were in my office at CDTL on the fifth floor .lof WBOB this -

‘afternoon. Shortly after Gary left, }j,nil’f and T were discussing our smart grid research projects...

| Rl See Th 5 ) .
- In our plain sight i ed this tragedy happen very shocking -the people on the bridge and people in cars,
trucks, and gbus plunging dowmyimmediately called the 911 and the University's emergency. The bridge

sections buckled and several parts collapsed, almost in slow motion

- Chris, Bruce and I were at CDTL and we just left the office.

I hope that you are safe. Our thoughts are with you and those unfortunately affected.

Best regards,
Massoud

Sent from my BlackBerry® handheld

... We have all spent the last day in disbelief running the tragic images in our minds and watching video images

‘we thought only possible in other parts of the world or in movies. Yet this bridge collapse tragedy did take
- place in Minnesota, so close to our offices, reminding us of the fragility of life and how precious it is.

I hope that the other members of alumni/faculty/staff/students and family members are safe following this
tragedy... :

I was interviewed four times by BBC and by CBC and spoke on their radio and TV programs; they were all

" very gracious and grateful. In addition, an article on BBC news has briefly quoted me from my first interview

7
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last night recounting the events of the I-35W bridge's collapse
<http://news.bbe.co.uk/2/hi/americas/6927147.stm>

Please take a look at this:
hitp://www liveleak.com/view?i=1ab. 1 186054443&p=1

I also recall that the bridge fell first at the short span on the downtown side, then the main span went down first
at the downtown end, and broke off the opposite side short span (quite clear in video) which stood for a few
seconds before the support buckled and it went down.

The whole scene played over and over in my mind all night - didn't get a good'nighi sleep at all... I just got
back from Rochester, Minnesota (about 95 miles away). , .

Thank you once again, and I look forward to seeing you soon in good health.

Best wishes and warmest regards
Massoud

. BTW, colleagues in the news media were asking me.if I took-any pictures or videos or "as an engineer, what is
my assessment..."... Ironically { didn't take any pictures as I was busy calling 911, University Emergency, my - :
wife, and then heading to.thé site to help if Lcould. . o L v

B Regarding the areas of expertise, I told the BBC and Reuters' colleagues that for the design, inspection and. -.
- condition of bridges it is important for them to speak with structural engineers; and referred therh to BICE at the .
- NAE, and professors in Civil Engineering whio teach courses on bridges and also assess their condition.

For my expertise, I kept my comments as brief as it was relevant in the areas of the risk assessment, as well as

reliability and robustness of critical infrastructure. As an example, I mentioned the ASCE’s infrastructure score

card that I provide to my students who are full-time working Mn/DOT civil engineers and city managers. They
receive the complete handout of the scorecards and the summary reports/paper in one of my classes at the

University of Minnesota (Infrastructure Systems Engineering—ISE 5302, Critical Infrastructure Security and
Protection). ' :

“In addition, even locally the issue if interdependenéy among infrastructures has kicked in... a transformer was
crushed in the bridge collapse and the West Bank Campus has been asked to minimize electricity use:

"The collapse of the 35W bridge has caused damage to the Xeel electrical system and is threatening the
electrical service to most of the West Bank. Xcel is in the process of developing a work around to this problem.
When this solution is in place, the service to the West Bank will be stabilized. In the meantime, there is some
risk that electrical service could be interrupted, reduced or lost. The critical period is today and over the
weekend"

I don’t know whether I mentioned earlier that the rescue effort was outstanding, and my hat is off to the great
work of so many amazing first responders and people involved in rescue and recovery efforts— although we
only seem to notice the infrastructure when it fails or causes delays and disruptions in our activities. We expect
it to be in the background and not to interfere with our wishes and activities.

8,



Considering the tragedies of recent years, as we plan ahead, I hope that we don’t take our nation’s critical
infrastructure for granted; and I hope that as a nation we’d dedicate a risk-assessed and increased resources to
the “pipelines” including the key factors that would mitigate risks and even prevent similar tragedies and other
infrastructure and corresponding human capital. ‘

Infrastructure is Patriotic as it fundamentally underpins our society, our economy, and quality of life.
Have a restful weekend and please take very good care. I look forward to seeing you soon in good health. -

Warmest regards
Massoud
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FD-302 (Rev. 10-6-95)

-1-
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 08/08/2007

Dr. Massoud Amin, born _, Minnesota Drivers
License number | NI +:c incerviewed at his place of

employment, the University of Minnesota (UofM} Center for the
Development of Technological Leadership (CDTL), 1300 South Second
Street, Minneapol] MN, telephone number (612) 625-0557, cellular
telephone number H After being advised of the
identity of the interviewing agent and the nature of the interview,
Dr. Amin provided the following information to the below listed
special agent:

On August 1, 2007, at 6:00pm, Dr. Amin, an Electrical and
Computer Engineering Professor at the UofM, had just finished a
meeting with Professor Bruce Wollenberg and another gentleman. Dr
Amin and Professor Wollenberg remained in Dr. Amin's office after
the meeting. [Agent note: The view from Dr. Amin's office provides
an almost unobstructed and elevated view of a large portion of the
Highway 35W bridge from the south west corner of the bridge.]

A few minutes after the meeting, Dr. Amin was standing
near his desk, facing out the north facing window, looking for an
item on his desk. There was a sound like a large truck hitting the
ground from a great height. Dr. Amin looked up, and as he did so
he felt a mild tremor through the floor. The 35W bridge was
clearly visible and Dr. Amin noticed that a portion (identified on
a diagram provided by writer as between pier 5 and pier 6) had
already fallen. Dr. Amin further identified this missing portion
as just north of the now "bent down" portion at the southern end of
the bridge. The already fallen portion is where, at-this time, Dr.
Amin can see a white semi trailer and a portion of a yellow school
bus.

Soon after looking up, a bridge portion just north of the
already fallen portion began to collapse (identified on a diagram
provided by writer as between pier 6 and pier 7). This portion
fell in a wave like motion, beginning its fall from the southern
end (out of Dr. Amin's sight) and moving into Dr. Amin's view as
the collapse moved north toward the currently exposed cement pier
(identified on diagram as pier 7). Several vehicles fell with the
bridge and the bridge seemed to fall fairly flat, that is, without
flipping over. One or two dark SUV's were among the vehicles that
fell with this portion. '

Investigation on~ 08/08/2007 & Minneapolis, MN

File # 308H-MP-692738 Date dictated

by SA Christopher V. Langert

10
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of HL hesSloperty of the FBI and is loaned 10 your agency,
it and its contents are not to be distributed cutside your agency.
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308H-MP-69278

Continuation of FD-302 of Massoud Amin ' ,on 08/08/2007  ,Page 2z

Within seconds Dr. Amin was able to clearly see pier 7, a
pier that's view had been obstructed by the bridge previously.
This pier seemed to be moving back and forward slightly. The
bridge surface on top of pier 7, however, seemed to be moving
slightly to the left and right. Almost immediately after seeing
pier 7 move, the portion of the bridge north of it wobbled left and
right a little and fell (this portion identified on a diagram
provided by writer as between pier 7 and pier 8). Several vehicles
fell with this bridge portion.

Almost immediately, the bridge portion just north of pier
8 seemed to dip towards the south, that is, towards the river.
Some vehicles traveling southbound were unable to stop and fell
over the edge. It was at about this time a cloud of white smoke or
dust began to rise up from the collapse. The white dust seemed to
be originating from the last portion to fall, that is, the portion
between piers 7 and 8.

. Dr. Amin was not able to see what happened any further
north.

Dr. Amin called 911 and spoke to a dispatcher. Several
people came into the office to look out the window. At about 6:15
pm, Professor Wollenberyg left to drive home. At about 6:22 pm, Dr.
Amin went down to the bridge to see if he could be of any
assistance. Dr. Amin left the scene ay about 6:50 pm.

The entire collapse took no longer then 5 to 7 seconds.
Looking at the scene now, Dr. Amin can see where a southern portion
of the bridge is bent down (on the diagram between piers 4 and 5},
but he can not recall seeing that happen.

To recap, the four things Dr. Amin is most sure of are,
in the order they occurred, 1) the wave like fall of the large
bridge portion between piers 6 and 7; 2) the wobble of the now
exposed pier 7; 3) the fall of the portion north of pier 7; and 4)
the white cloud rising up after the fall of the portion north of
pier 7.

Depss



’ ISTH-SSW Bridge Collapse Interview Question‘i’xairé
‘Date of Interview:; 5? / 53/ M Time: 53,’ / 5’#0
Interviewer:  SAL &’\4 @m FBE 74 ;L‘“'a‘?"fc. G

DRIVER

" Full Name -
Aye Horg-mean

Full Address

State:r ﬂW

‘Telephone - Home: Work: Cell:
| Compliance with DL restrictions: Glasses, etc YES @ NA

Seat Position: Driver Center @
: . MiddisSeat Left Center Right -

' Rear Seat Left Center Right
Bus occupants see diagram

~ Ejected: YES @ _ - :
_ Séfety Equipment used: Belts: - LAP SHOULDE .
) Transported to Hospital YES Walk-in Hospital
What Ambulance Service: : :
Nature of Injury (Circle): W :

A Incapacitating injury —broken bones, hospitalized, severe cuts -
- An inability to perform a task they could do before injury.

2
B Non-incapacitating injury - Cuts, bruises, scrapes
C Complaint of injury with no obvious injury visible

Please explain where you were on the bridge —(direction of travel [NB SB], which lane,
refer to bridge diagram): : |

75" 58 - wuden Unnersity Hoe Bridpc — right lae
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What other vehicles or people were around you? (Color, make, model, description), what

were they doing? Smald Wewron Con wif 2 Peoph ot B A

wWMMVM mfﬁ» %faﬁe

What did you see, feel, hear, and smell relative to the crash? (Please ask for specifics if

a sensation is described — movement left to right, forward and back, up or down etc.)

VEHICLE:

‘What vehicle were you in?

Make M Model Giel  Yeur

Plate: , © Owner:’

Insurance Company: Policy Number:

el f (Gede Seat Position (See above)

at Position (See above)

3. : Seat Position (See above)
4, _ Seat Position (See above) |
5. . - ’ Seat Positioé (See‘ above)
6. o Séat Position (See above)

_Additional notes/comments:

13
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Injured?
Injured?

Injured?

Injured? '

Injured?

Injured?

Who else was in the vehicle W1th you?  NA  (Name, address, phone, DOB)

YES

YES NO -

YES NO

YES NO

YES NO
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FI3-302 {Rev. 10-6-95}

-1-

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Daté ;)f transcription 08 /08/2007

lya Azlz-Zaman, Middle EKastern fema
was interviewed at her residence at
Roseviiie, MN 55113. She has telephone number Aziz-

vaman was advised of the identity of the interviewing Ag and the
nature of the interview. Aziz-Zaman then provided the following:

Aziz-Zaman was traveling hbound on I-35 with her
poyfriend Bryce Gode, date of birthh to attend the Twins
baseball game. They were traveling in Gode's black Honda Civic.
The traffic was heavy, traveling at 5-10 mph, frequently stopping
and starting. Aziz-Zaman was under the University Avenue bridge
when traffic stopped and she heard a loud noise. She noticed a
green highway sign fall down in front of them and the cars behind
the sign were bouncing up and down. Aziz-Zaman said they were
enveloped in a huge cloud of dust and then they noticed that the
road in front of them was at odd angles. They turned their car
around and drove up the on ramp at University to get off the
freeway. They then traveled east on University and crossed the
river on the 10th Avenue bridge. It was when they were on the
bridge that they realized that the bridge had cocllapsed. They
decided to attend the Twins game but had a hard time concentrating
on the game.

birth

Aziz-Zaman was not hurt and their car was not damaged. A
small maroon car was in front of them with a man and woman in the
car. The man got out of the car and ran to the bridge.

Bryce Gode resides at
- MN, cellular telephone number

A copy of the National Traffic Safety Board questionnaire
is attached to this FD-302.

Investigation on 08/08/2007 a Center City, MN

File # 30BH-MP-69278 Date dictated 08/08/2007

by SA Daniel T. Otterson
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SUMMARY OF WITNESS INTERVIEW
CONCERNING THE 1-35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE

INTERVIEWEE: Aaron S. Becker, Passenger on the Minneapolis Queen

INTERVIEWER: Officer Thomas Hendrickson, Minneapolis Police Department

DATE: 8-8-2007

LOCATION: Image Sensing Systems Inc.
1600 University Ave West
St. Paul, MN

The interviewee was a passenger on the Minneapolis Queen, a passenger carrying
paddleboat that was in the area of the I-35W Bridge at the time it collapsed.

Mr. Becker stated that he was on the left side of the boat’s upper deck about 10 to
15 feet back from the staircase. He stated that he first saw a cloud of dust in the center
section of the bridge and heard a very loud rumble, metal on metal banging, and creaking.
Mr. Becker indicated that he saw the center section fall, splash into the water, followed
by the North section of the bridge jetting up. He was walking from the rear to the front of
the boat at the time of the collapse. Mr. Becker said that he did not hear or see any
construction going or traffic on the bridge prior to the collapse. He took about 20
pictures of the bridge post-collapse and gave those photos have been provided to the
NTSB.

16
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g
ISTH-35W Bridge Collapse Interview Quesﬂonnalre

Date of Interview: 8‘-10 -2ooT Time: [(of 5 )

" Interv1ewer Tom Heﬂcf :CKSC,H(\ #2960 MPD
ness ' _
DRIVER"

Zoalhary JamesS ~Beecrof
State: M ed

‘Telephone . rk:
o .

S&tpPosition: Front Seat Driver Center Right
' . Middle Seat Left Center Right
Rear Seat Left Center -  Right

Bus occtipants see diagram
Ejected: YES
7 Séfety Equipment used:

Transported to Hospital YES
What Ambulance Service:

Nature of Injury (Circle): .,
A Incapacitatiag Injury — brokeg bones, hospitalized, severe cuts
- An inability to perform atask they could do before injury.

Non-incapacitating injury -  Cuts, b}

uises, scrapes

Complaint of injury with no obvious inj

‘Please explain where you were on the bridge —(direction of travel [NB

B], which lane,
refer to bridge diagram): AN







What other vehlcles or people were around you? (Color, make, model, description), what'
were they doing? Ere Lo SUV U enT cutn ey
i AnLD -

/ , -
ou see, feel, hear, and smell relative to the crash? (Pieg;aas for specifics if th i

a sensatiotNs described — movement left to right, forward and back, yp or down etc.)
VEHICLE:
What vehicle were you 1s?

Make - Color

Plate: -
Insurance Company: Policy Number:

? ‘NA  (Name, address, phone, DOB)
1. Seat Positiqn (See above)  Injured? YES NO

2. Injured?  YES NO -
l3. Seat Position (See abov Injured? YES NO
4. Seat Positi_on (Sée gbove) YES NO
5. Seat Position (See above)  Tnjured? \_ YES NO

NO

Seat Position (See above)

“Additional notes/comments:
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Lrom Coll i o
| ISTH-35W Bridge Collapse Interview Questionnaire
Date of Interview: §- 2 - 200 7 Time: /1530
Interviewer: |om He.r\clﬁc KSon 1:15‘2_0( LO Mmr\eG\Po Iis ?GI:CQ
DRIVER Loran Tean RBeTTendorf

R
Loca Jean BetTendor £ |

' Telephone  H

YES NO NA

| Compliance with DI restrictions: Glasses, etc
Seat Position: -~ Front Seat (I_S_ river ) Center Right
. Middle Seat Left Center Right
Rear Seat Left Center Right

Bus occupants see diagram
Fjected:  YES (NO) o | |
Bquipmentused:  Belts: LAP SHOULDER .

Transporte Hospital ~ YES NO Walkin  Hospi

— broken bones, hospitalized, severe cuts
erform a task they could do before injury.

bruises, scrapes

Complaint of injury with no obvious injury visi

Please explam where you were on the bridge —(chrectlon of travel [NB SB] Whlch lane,
refer to bndge diagram): N . -







What other vehicles or people were around you’? (Color make model descnptzon) what

were they doing? Y 4 g Ao & 6,‘4_&_1

What did you see, feel, hear, and smell relative to the crash? (Please ask for specifics if
a sensation is descnbed movement left to nght forward and back, up or down etc. )

VEHICLE:

What vehicle were you in?

Make - Model . Year - - Color
Plate: Owner: '

Insurance Company: 5@2\ e Sum~Policy Number:

Who else was in the vehicle with you? NA  (Name, address, phone, DOB)

N Seat Position (See above)  Injured? YES

Seat Position (See above)  Inj - ? YES NO
3. | iti Injured? YES NO
4. ition (S Injured? ~ YES NO.
Seat Position (See above)  Injured? YES NO

Seat Position (See above)  Injured? YES NO

Additional notes/comments:
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ISTH-35W Bridge Collapse Interview Quesﬁonnaire '

Date of Interview: g' 2C-2oa / Time: /é('l ol

n T“f\I:‘::Sergewer _Tm Hendr,cKSC)fJ #H2596D MinneG\PeLS‘—%/;“c{_;
aniel James Biilingsle ¥

Driver’s License Numbe

FullName
Towiel James B: I(ENQS(CY

‘Minaeagolis, MN 5544

‘Telephone  Home: Work: Cel

*spliance with DL restrictions: Glasses, etc YES NO

Seat Posifion: - Front Seat I")river | Center Right
. . Middle Seat Left Center Right
Rear Seat Left Center Right
Bus occupants s@s.diagram
Ejected: ‘ YES NO
Séfety Equipment used: Belts: AP SROULDER BOTH

Transported to Hospital ~~ YES NO  walk-in_ Hospital
What Ambulance Service: ;

Nature of Injury (Circle):
A Incapgeftating injury — broken bones, hospitalizedygevere cuts
' ~" An inability to perform a task they could do bedgre injury.
B Non-incapacitating injury -  Cuts, bruises, scrapes
C Complaint of injury with no obvious injury visible

Please explain where you were on the bridge —(direction of travel SB], which lape,
refer to bridge diagram): mBSﬂ":e'\{ O’-Mﬁl!}\

oot o Tl T Hlg Bl
% W&wzggﬁﬁfﬁ ETN




What other vehicles or people were around you? (Color, make, model, description), what
were they doing? * :

What did you see, feel, hear, and smell relative to the crash? (Please ask for specifics if
a sensat}o is descnbed movement left to right, forward and back, up or down etc.)

Ao hor. NeTh ALl og e Ariidle 2 75
WWW&M%@M ke

1.

2. Inju;ed? YES NO -
3. Seat Position (See above) jured? YES NO
4, Seat Position (See above) NO
5. Seat Position (See above)

6. Seat Position (See above)

Additional notes/comments:
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) ISTH~35W Bridge Collapse Interview Questionnaire
Date of Interview: Time:
Interviewer: -

DRIVER S W Fonovoun

Driver’s License Number:

Stater '
" Full Name (Da,u\_"d Ao BCMSL/ DOB:-
Full Address | : : :
‘Telephone - Home: Work: Cell:

. Compliance with DL restrictions: Glasses, etc @ NO NA

Seat Posftion:  Front Seat Center Right

- Middie Seat Left Center Right
Rear Seat Left Center Right
Bus occupants see diagram
Ejected: YES NO ,, j S

_ Sa;fety Equipment used: Belts: - LAP SHOULDER BOTH

| Transported to Hospital YES NO Walk-in Hospital
What Ambulance Service: .

Nature of Injury (Circle):
A - Incapacitating injury — broken bones, hospitalized, severe cuts
- An inability to perform a task they could do before i mjury
P P
B Nc;‘h-mcapamtatmg injury - Cuts, bruises, scrapes
C Complaint of injury with no obvious injury visible

Please explain where you were on the bridge —(direction of travel [NB SB], which lane,
refer to bridge diagram):

%
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FD-302 (Rev, 10-6-95) /\

. \M\

-1 /////’/
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION & ‘

1
ety Ty

Date of transcription

‘ 2007

DAVID AARON BURGER, date of birth q wag
interviewed at Panera Bread, located at the corner O ennepin

Minneapolis, Minnesota. BURGER resides

at telephone
number {work),
(cell). er peing advised of the identity of the interviewing

agent and the nature of the interview, BURGER provided the
following information:

BURGER called the National Transportation Safety Board
(NTSB) on Sunday, Bugust 5, 2007, after seeing their toll-free
number on a local news broadcast. BURGER was heading southbound on
the 10th Avenue bridge when he saw the north side of the I-35W
bridge lurch down. BURGER was looking directly at the bridge when
it fell, in an effort to determine whether he had made the right
decision to avoid the I-35 bridge due to heavy traffic. After
reviewing a diagram of the bridge and river, BURGER stated that he
saw Pier 7, near span 8, buckle and fall backward towards the north
end of the bridge. BURGER estimated that the bridge initially fell
at a two to five degree angle before falling into the river. BURGER
drove off the 10th Avenue bridge, parked his vehicle, and assisted
victims in the northbound lanes of I-35W.

_ BURGER was driving his silver Volkswagen Kurovan,
Minnesota license plate— with his wife and their five year
old daughter. BURGER is empioyed by Conver Team as a Senior
Mechanical Engineer. He offered to review or help develop a
computer model of the bridge collapse.

Investigation on 08/08/2007 a Minneapolis, Minnesota

File # 308H-MP-69278 Date dictated 08 /08/2007

by SA Cindy R. Burnham_
This document containg neither recommendations nor conciusions of the FBL 1t is the property of the FBI and is leaned %0 your ageacy,

0
it and its contems are not to be distributed outside your agency.




SUMMARY OF WITNESS INTERVIEW
CONCERNING THE 1-35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE

INTERVIEWEE: -------—----mm-

INTERVIEWER: Investigator Dennis Collins, NTSB Office of Highway Safety
DATE: 10-10-2007
LOCATION: Via telephone

Mr. Carlson called the toll-free number established by the Board following the
collapse of the 1-35W bridge in Minneapolis and was identified as being a witness to the
collapse.

On August 1, 2007, Mr. Carlson was jogging from downtown Minneapolis along
the south side of the river; this put him running upstream towards the 1-35W bridge. Mr.
Carlson stated he would run this route two or three times a week. As he approached the
bridge, a point five or six miles into his run, he heard what he could only describe as a
“roar”. He looked to his right, and saw the section of the span come down “in one solid
sheet”. He stated it almost seemed that it was falling in slow motion. Under questioning,
he described the section that fell as over the river, running bank-to-bank. He was very
clear that the section of the span immediately in front of him did not move prior to the
“roar”. Mr. Carlson stated he was so close he was caught in the debris cloud.

When asked, Mr. Carlson stated he did not notice anything unusual about the
bridge prior to the “roar”. He estimated his distance from the span and approximately 15
feet. He stated the “roar” was most definitely not an explosion.

Following the collapse, Mr. Carlson used is cellular phone to call 911. He stated
the media had played his call many times; he was the caller that told the dispatcher to
“send everything”. After the call to 911, he ran to the river to see if he could help. He
stated he did not see anyone in the river, so he helped a young — estimated 16 year old —
male from his car. Mr. Carlson did not get the young man’s name, nor could he
remember the make and model of the car. According to Mr. Carlson, the Fire
Department arrived and asked him to leave the area, which he did.

When asked if he had ever experienced anything unusual while running under the
I-35W Dbridge, Mr. Carlson stated he had noted the metal substructure of the bridge
“looked like hell” on a run earlier in the year.

Mr. Carlson also gave a statement to the FBI; he was unable to recall the
interviewing agent’s name.
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---- Working Copy ---- Page 1

08/08/2007

' orn [N ---icins
Minnesota 55438 . home phone
wWOTrK phone cell phone _D was liLerviewe

on this date. After being advised of the identity of the
interviewing agent and the nature of the interview, he provided the
following information:

Carlson was jogging westbound (towards the bridge) on the
West River Road approximately twenty feet east of the bridge when
it collapsed. Carlson heard a rumbling and roaring sound and
watched the bridge collapse straight down as if it had been lowered
from both sides simultaneously. Carlson was uninjured but was
covered in dust and debris from the bridge.

Carlson saw pecple assisting a woman out of her car who
wags emotionally distraught. Carlson ciimbed up on a collapsed
portion to assist. The woman was handed down to Carlson by other
people and Carlson carried her to safety. Carlson did not know the
female’s name nor could he describe her wvehicle.

Carlson was then ushered away from the scene by
responding emergency Crews.

Carlson did hear any explosions. He did not provide any
information that would suggest a criminal act had been committed.

Case 1D : 308H-MP-69278 Serial : 17




SUMMARY OF WITNESS INTERVIEW
CONCERNING THE 1-35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE

INTERVIEWEE: Frank Christopher, Passenger on the Minneapolis Queen
DOB: UNK

INTERVIEWER: Jennifer L. Morrison, NTSB - Office of Highway Safety

DATE: 8-8-2007

LOCATION: Image Sensing Systems Inc.
1600 University Ave West
St. Paul, MN

The interviewee was a passenger on the Minneapolis Queen, a passenger carrying
paddleboat that was in the area of the 1-35W Bridge at the time it collapsed.

Mr. Christopher stated that she was sitting on the bench at the front of the boat at
the time of the collapse. He stated that Jim Styczinski was sitting to his left and Janelle
Lehmann (Mr. Christopher’s girlfriend) was sitting to his right on the bench. Mr.
Christopher indicated that he was eating some food and was thinking that the music
coming from the boat’s speakers was kind of loud, he then indicated that he heard a noise
that he first thought was static coming from the boat’s speakers. At the that time he
looked up and saw the decking of the bridge just north of the pier that was directly in
front of the boat fall. He indicated that it feel down at an angle with maybe some small
rotation towards where the boat was.

Mr. Christopher said that he only heard the “static” noise before the collapse and
did not recall any sounds at all during or after the collapse. He said that it was strangely
quiet after the collapse. Mr. Christopher said that he did not hear or see any construction
going on or traffic on the bridge prior to the collapse.
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SUMMARY OF WITNESS INTERVIEW
CONCERNING THE 1-35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE

INTERVIEWEE: Lisa ----------------- Passenger on the Minneapolis Queen

INTERVIEWER: Sgt. Thomas Stiller, Minneapolis Police Department

DATE: 8-8-2007

LOCATION: Image Sensing Systems Inc.
1600 University Ave West
St. Paul, MN

The interviewee was a passenger on the Minneapolis Queen, a passenger carrying
paddleboat that was in the area of the 1-35W Bridge at the time it collapsed.

Ms. Chubb stated that she was standing at the front of the boat on the first level
with Rebecca Degendorfer when she heard a “crumbling” sound like concrete falling and
the sound of screeching tires coming from the direction of the bridge. Ms. Chubb stated
that she observed the center section of the bridge fall straight down without twisting or
turning. The view then became partially obscured by a cloud of dust. After the dust
settled, Ms. Chubb stated that she could see vehicles to the north of the bridge and
remembered a teal colored van turned into the median. Ms. Chubb stated that she
observed people on the bridge assisting others in exiting their vehicles. Ms. Chubb stated
that she observed a black sedan driving southbound on the bridge and observed this
vehicle fall from the bridge and then disappear into the dust.
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L/d CNess
ISTH-3SW Bridge Collapse Interview Qnestiunﬁaire

Dateofinterwewg 2' “”0—1 Time: iOQOQm ,

_ uh;tervzewer lom HendthSO'\l ;:FZ?QD anec«?a ’15’—?()':(_'5
o -QOS “ \/
State: M&

DOB:

-

H

francis Coste(lO

Telephone  Home: Work:

| Compliance with DL restrictions: Glasses, etc YES NO

SeatNPosition: - Front Seat  Driver Center Right
Middle Seat Left Center Right
Rear Seat Left Center Right

_ Bus occupanis see diagram

Ejected: YES NO

Safety Equipment used: Belts: LAP” SHOULDER BOTH
Transported to Hospital YES DO Palic-in Hospital
What Ambulance Service: . -
Nature of Injury (Circle);
A capacitating injury — broken bones, hospitalized, severe cuts
An inability to perform a task they coulddq before injury.
B Noh—incapacitaﬁng injury - Cuts, bruises, sérapes

C Complaint of injury with no obvious injury visible

Please explain where you were on the Edge ~(direction of travel [NB SB], which lane,

%

refer to bndge dlagram)

AMWM [00 Jgﬂ:{t\_&
w,&/}w[ﬁgjf
,Tﬂ@ MW
AT fplBinS T A Aiirn




Mmﬂw,w% Ay A*"‘j’““ ""‘m’%
“&6 e

Ne o it 7 z:ht\lmﬂ\ﬂ:i
;;swmm ST




What other vehicles or people were around you? (Color, make, mode%d/es:ii&;{fj, what

were they doing? m\j A ﬁs\; gJ 7\1,&‘0“

What did you see, feel, hear, and smell relative to the crash? (Please', ask for specifics if
a sensation is described — movement left to right, forward and back, up or down etc.)

VEHICLE:

vehicle were you in?

Insurance Company:

ame, address, phone, DOB)

Who else was in the vehicle _
ove)  Injured? YES NO

1.

Injured?  YES NO

2.

3. eat Position (See above Injured? YES NO
4. Seat Position (See above) | YES NO
5. . Seat Position (See above)  Injured?

Seat Position (See above)  Injured? YES N

Additional notes/comments:
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SUMMARY OF WITNESS INTERVIEW
CONCERNING THE 1-35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE

TR = VAT S = —— — )

INTERVIEWER: Investigator Dennis Collins, NTSB Office of Highway Safety
DATE: 8-6-2007, 1700 hrs
LOCATION: St. Anthony’s Lock

Mr. Crosby was identified as a witness to the collapse through on-scene
investigation.

Mr. Crosby is employed at the Lower St. Anthony’s Lock as a Lock and Dam
Operator. He has been employed at St. Anthony’s Lock (both upper and lower) for 17
years. He has been assigned to the Lower Lock for the past two years. He was working
on Wednesday, August 1, 2007. He describes the day as average, with nothing out of the
ordinary until the collapse of the bridge.

According to Mr. Croshy, at approximately 6:00 p.m., a vessel, the Minneapolis
Queen, was preparing to transition the lower lock. The lower gates were closed and the
upper gates were open, but the vessel had not yet entered the lock. He described the
vessel’s position as several dozen yards away from the upper gates. Mr. Crosby stated he
was outside the lock building, leaning against the railing, looking toward the 1-35W
bridge when it collapsed. He described seeing a “puff of dust” from the top of pier 6, the
pier directly in front of him as he looked at the bridge. He stated the bridge collapsed in
sections but fell quickly, taking perhaps eight or ten seconds to completely fall. Mr.
Crosby stated he witnessed at least three cars from the SB lanes fall off the bridge, but
was unable to provide any details such as color or make.

Following the collapse, Mr. Crosbhy thought to call 911, and began to move inside
to do so, but was told by another lock employee that 911 had been called and to open the
parking lot gates into the facility to facilitate the emergency response instead. According
to Mr. Crosby, he did so, but then thought that some of the area’s homeless or other
civilians might enter the collapse area, so he closed the gates. He then recalls changing
his mind, and opening them again. He described his mental state as confused and
indecisive, and believes he opened and closed the gates several times.

Mr. Crosby was very emotional and was unable to provide any additional
information.

39



SUMMARY OF WITNESS INTERVIEW
CONCERNING THE 1-35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE

INTERVIEWEE: oo

INTERVIEWER: Investigator Dennis Collins, NTSB Office of Highway Safety
DATE: 10-10-2007
LOCATION: Via telephone

Ms. Dahl called the toll-free number established by the Board following the
collapse of the 1-35W bridge in Minneapolis and was identified as being a witness to the
collapse.

According to Ms. Dahl, she lives on University Street and was going to the
Minnesota Twins baseball game on August 1, 2007. Her route took her onto the 10"
Avenue bridge, heading towards the 1-35W bridge. The position of her car allowed her to
witness the collapse.

Ms. Dahl stated there was a loud sound she described as “KABOOM?”, then a
large cloud of dust. She stated the section of the bridge closest to downtown fell first,
then the middle of the span, then finally the side closest to University Street. She stated
she pulled over, stopped her car, and began taking pictures. She estimated her distance
from the I-35W bridge as approximately 100 feet.

According to Ms. Dahl, approximately one or two minutes after the collapse, a
police car came along the 10" Avenue bridge and warned the bystanders to remain clear
of the collapse. She stated the first fire truck and ambulance arrived within two minutes
as well. She stated the semi-truck that burned began to do so approximately 20 minutes
after the collapse. She stated she remained on the 10™ Avenue bridge for 20 or 25
minutes following the collapse, leaving to clear the bridge for use by emergency vehicles.

When asked, Ms. Dahl estimated there were approximately 150 cars on the bridge
at the time of the collapse, with 10 to 20 of them remaining on the span after the collapse.
She specifically stated she did not see or hear anything unusual before the initial
“KABOOM”,

Ms. Dahl also gave a statement to the FBI; she could only recall the agent’s first
name (Susan) and that she was with the Minneapolis office of the FBI.
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" ISTH-35W Bridge Coliapse Interview Questionnaire

‘Date of Interview: glq / O(}’ Time - 37
Intemcwer Sﬁ/ﬁuﬂ\ & 1,440 \fif‘-‘ |

— b o q@rw&u

Driver’s Lic

State:

" Full Nam DOB:

Full Address

o 'Telephone' _rk: '/D‘]Lb\a{-&m Cell:
— Compliance wi restrictions: Glasses, etc YES 7,

Seat Position:

Center

Right

Cent Right
Left Center Right
Bus occupants see diagram
Ejected: YES NO
 Safety Equipment used:  Bels: LAP SHOULDER BOTH

Transported to Hospital ~ YES NO  Walkin Hospital
What Ambulance Service: . :

Nature of Injury (Circle):
A Incapacitating injury — ~broken bones, hospitalized, severe cuts
- An inability to perform a task they could do before i u'gury
B Non-mcapamtatmg injury - Cuts, bruises, scrapes
C Complaint of injury with no obvious injury visible

Please explain where you were on the bridge —(direction of travel [NB SB], which lane,
refer to bridge diagram): ‘

Ahru

(07 T Bridga [z van

_iww; éau@@*"j as She wert O The (07 ST P)m%ﬁ
,7> Thowt (Dsecc.
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What other vehicles or people were around you? (Color, make, model, description), what
were they doing?

What did you see, feel, hear, and smell relative to the crash? (Please ask for specifics if
a sensation is described — movement left to right, forward and back, up or down etc.)

Soar clod - Jleat boon~ . lowd OASs Y
g o L g Boen E

Ll v ‘ a7 M o covs .
VEHICLE:
‘What vehicle were you in?
Make . Médel : - Year - Color
Plate: | - Owner: ' i
Insurance Company: Policy Number:
Who else was in the vehicle with you? - NA  (Name, address, phone, DOB)
1. 7 Seat Position (See above)  Injured? YES NO
2. . Seat Position (See above) Injured? YES NO -
C3. : Seat Position (See above)  Injured? YES NO
4. | Seat Position (See above)  Injured? ~ YES NO
5. . : : ' Seat Position (See above)  Injured? YES NO
6. _ Seat Position (See above) _Injured? YES NO

b td~ 5% 7 fest T T
ﬁiiq/;w.\; vols . %QMWM

f e rbe Ba2 sonfbrng methy o el

¢ e+ ﬂoﬂs WV‘S
s 2566‘&@{“{&- | e
.Additional notes/comments: | £7_ " S+ ¢ Cor—h_ . /“45@\}9 :
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FDA302 (Rév, 10-6-05)

.-
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription BB /09/20 07

' OB F S8N:
WI , home telephone:
was interviewed at her ﬁlace of .

anployment, . Dahl

provided the following information related to the collapse of the
35W bridge in Minneapolis, MN:

On 08/01/2007, Dahl was driving eastward on University
Avenue to pick up some friends at the BP station near the 10th
street bridge, on their way to the Twins baseball game, when she
noticed her friends running. She turned her car onto the 10th
street bridge just as the 35W bridge was falling. Dahl parked her
car approximately half-way across the 10th street bridge and got
out of the car to see what happened. Dahl had a disposable camera
in her car and took photos of the scene. The photos were taken
just after the bridge collapsed. Dahl provided eight photographs,
copies of the photographs are attached to this report.

Dahl thought that the bridge collapse lasted for
approximately 10 seconds. She heard a big boom, which she
describes as a loud crashing like bricks on cement. She saw a large
grey cloud and it was dusty. She did not smell any noticeable
ocdors. She watched the Washington Avenue side of the bridge
collapse before the University Avenue side of the bridge went down.

The mid-section of the bridge fell as she was driving onto the 10th
" street bridge.

On 08/02/2007, Dahl emgd hotographs to
the NTSB. Her email address is: Dahl's
friend Hallie Oestreich was in the car with her during this
incident,

investigativn un 08/09/2007 at Mi nneapolis, MN
Fae 8 308H-MP-6%278 Dat dictaed 08/09/2007

v SA Ruth E. Hovey
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© ISTH-35W Brfdge Collapse Interview Questionnaire
‘Date of Interview: @’ED/ 57 Time: | 36O
Interviewe‘r: SA Mo She \ 'F-gl
DRIVER
_ DﬁverWumber:
 Full Name Sy Tvedide Danz
Full Address

‘Telephone - Home: Work:

C@\" /Geﬂ/

| Compliance with DL restrictions: Glasses, ete YES NO

Seat Position: = FrontSeat  Driver Center
‘ . Middle Seat  Left Center,
‘ Rear Seat Left

Bus occupants see diagram

Ejected: YES NO
 Safety Equipment used:  Belts: LAP SHOULDER BOTH

| Transported to Hospital YES

0 Walk-in Hospital
What Ambulance Service: .

Nature of Injury (Circle):

A Capacitating injury »--brokg:ﬁ bones, hospitalized, severe cuts
- An inability to perform a task they could do before injury. -

#

Non-incapacitating injury -  Cuts, bruises, scrapes

C Complaint of injury with no obvious injury visible

Please explain where you were on the bridge —{(direction of travel [NB SB], which lane,
refer to bridge diagram): : ~

o\«\\'g "roga—me,' WS J:@J&LW
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What other vehicles or people were around you‘? (Color, make, model, description), what

were they doing? =525 & eB 59 SBVUH«SM]-Q

scheA ez
%Mﬁg afﬂ sov "'G;w
for sp

What did you see, feel, hear, and smell relative to the crash? (Please ifics if

a sensation is described — movement left to right, forward and back, pf or down etc.)

e b Xbe bndeg ) ot o e\ -6 S ,ww % Jamo\;e
p...» JeANN veud WA O \,Q«rf/‘.: M{)Jﬁ—rﬁ‘u\{‘ «ea’,zroe /

VEHICLE: Jo%=* - sheA Levdlo %

.What vehicle were you in? '\}/ /0( . ~ ?%wj w X"M ’Q‘-Q'Q w ho 6‘vd—

fma( sa

Make - Model T Color :
Plate: Owner; reces A'Sz WO Q,Q/\Ma% A
_ | | A~ o-\u\" @A
Insurance Company: N Policy Number: ><
Y A e |
Who else was in the vehicle with you? ‘N (Name, address, phone, DOB) : @_’_D
1. | Seat Position (S€e above)  Injured? YES NO
2. - Seat Position (See above)  Injured? YES NO
T3, , Seat Position (See above)  Injured? YES NO
4. | Seat Position (See above)  Injured? ~ YES NO
5. . . SeatPosition (See above)  Injured? YES NO
6. o Seat Position (See above)  Injured? YES NO

_Additional notes/comments:
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SUMMARY OF WITNESS INTERVIEW
CONCERNING THE 1-35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE

INTERVIEWEE: Rebec--------------- ndorfer, Passenger on the Minneapolis Queen

INTERVIEWER: Sgt. Thomas Stiller, Minneapolis Police Department

DATE: 8-8-2007

LOCATION: Image Sensing Systems Inc.
1600 University Ave West
St. Paul, MN

The interviewee was a passenger on the Minneapolis Queen, a passenger carrying
paddleboat that was in the area of the 1-35W Bridge at the time it collapsed.

Ms. Degendorfer stated that she was standing at the front of the boat on the first
level at the time of the collapse. Ms. Degendorfer stated that the other people at the front
of the boat were Pat Hanson, Lisa Chubb, Heather Steffan, Machelle Kelley, Robert
Kelley, and Shawn Thao. She thinks that David Steffan may also have been standing up
front, but could not be sure. Interviewee stated that Frank Christopher with his Fiancé’
Janelle Lehmann and Aaron Becker were seated on a bench at the front of the boat.
Interviewee remembers Rick Sobotka was at the front, but was on the left side of the
boat. Interviewee also remembers that crewmembers Ross and Andy were also at the bow
of the boat.

Ms. Degendorfer stated that the party (ISS Group) had been on the boat for
approximately 35 minutes before the collapse of the bridge. She stated that she could not
see all the way to the south of the bridge due to trees that were obstructing the view. She
saw the section furthest to the south before the trees twist toward her and then fall. After
that the middle section of bridge fell straight down into the river. As the bridge began to
fall Ms. Degendorfer stated that she heard a loud rumbling and then heard the clanging of
what she believes to be the sound of metal on metal. Interviewee saw vehicles on the
bridge prior to and after the collapse. She stated that she saw lots of people in the water
after the collapse, but could not tell which were victims and which were rescuers.
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SUMMARY OF WITNESS INTERVIEW
CONCERNING THE 1-35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE

INTERVIEWEE: ROSS ------------- Deck Hand on board the Minneapolis Queen

INTERVIEWER: Jennifer L. Morrison, NTSB - Office of Highway Safety
Sgt. Thomas Stiller, Minneapolis Police Department

DATE: 8-6-2007
LOCATION: On board the Minneapolis Queen, docked at Boom Island

The interviewee was a deck hand on the Minneapolis Queen, a passenger carrying
paddleboat that was in the area of the I-35W Bridge at the time it collapsed.

At the time of the 1-35W bridge collapse, on 8-1-2007, Mr. Dzurko said that the
boat was approaching the lock. Mr. Dzurko indicated that he was located on the first
level of the boat, toward the front of the boat, on the right side, near the railing. He said
that he was looking straight ahead when he observed piers of both side of the bridge pop
up. He said that the center part of the bridge then looked like a “U” and rotated toward
him as it collapsed. He heard the sounds of one big bang and the crackling as if a tree
were falling down.

In reference other passengers and crew of the boat around him, Mr. Dzurko
indicated that Andrew Schwert was behind him and there was a female passenger also on
the bow of the boat. Mr. Schwert did not see or hear any traffic or construction on the
bridge prior to it collapsing.
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SUMMARY OF WITNESS INTERVIEW
CONCERNING THE 1-35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE

INTERVIEWEE: Melvin Evans

INTERVIEWER: Lt. Kim Lund, Minneapolis Police Department
DATE: 11-26-2007

LOCATION: Via telephone

Mr. Evans was a construction worker assigned to the on-going project on the I-
35W bridge at the time of the collapse.

Location at the time of the collapse:

Just north of the bridge near an underpass, facing southbound walking toward a
PCI trailer. Observed what looked like a "twister” on the bridge. Melvin yelled to his
boss, Mark Tredles (unk spelling) "the bridge is gone”. Melvin stated that he did not
remember hearing anything.

Melvin ran down the embankment on the north side of the now down bridge to
the rubble and ran to a vehicle that had a female in it (Mercedes Gorden) someone was
with her, he told her to hang on that help was coming. Melvin then saw a co-worker,
Hector with his head smashed against a rock and a bone sticking up through his arm, he
then heard a girl yell "help our Mom!" Melvin stepped over to what he first thought was
a light colored car (later found to be the Coulters van) Melvin saw Paula in the rear of the
vehicle and attempted to get her out of the car, as he was pulling her out, he fell back
with her on top of him, he stated that he landed on something sharp, injuring his back,
others joined him and he got the girls and Paula to the edge to be brought up the
embankment, Melvin then helped get Hector to the bank and up and returned to help a
police officer remove a very pregnant woman out of a vehicle and up for medical
attention. Melvin went to the river and helped people that had been in the water off the
boats and up the bank.

I asked Melvin what he felt prior to the collapse while on the bridge. Melvin told
me that he had been assigned to work on the bridge last June, since being on it, it seemed
bouncy, kind of rubbery compared to other bridges. At one time he was working with a
crane operator under the bridge filling holes and he felt that the bridge looked rotted and
decayed.

Melvin is currently being covered by work comp for his injuries he was diagnosed with a
severe lumbar strain; he is in physical therapy and seeing a chiropractor.

55



oWk v Mogdh - vk g Bridge

ISTH-35W Bndge Collapse Interview Questwnnanre

Date of Inf:erview: g / %{ O‘?’ Time: l 2» p'{
Interviewet: DWU}W\@ & L PWU‘U}

DRIVER

" Full Name 3‘{7% Torrun ﬁW

Full Address
‘Telephone Hom- Work: -C
| Comphance with DL restrictions: (lasses,
Seat Position: - Front Seat ‘ Center
~ Middle Seat Left Center

Rear Seat Left Center
Bus occupants see diagram

Ejected: YES
Safety Equipment used:  Belts: LAP SHOULDER

Transported to Hospital YE @ Walk-in Hospital N )lﬂc
What Ambulance Service: - f

Nature of Injury
A

ircle):

acitating injury — broken bones, hospitalized, severe cuts
inability to perform a task they could do before i m_}ury

B Non-incapacitating injury>~_Cuts, bruises, scrapes

C Complaint of injury with no obvious injury visible

Please explain where you were on the bridge —(direction of travel [NB SB], which lane,
ﬂ» refer to bridge dlagram) '
¢

Wiks W Wis pbuvm csuhnbound o werd Kave 4 )2&16(
He was " vouy ()0&4 o mevvm wd% e bvidge, mnd
whine e bus Uuw%\f\w{




What other vehicles or people were around you? {Color, make, model, description), what

were they doing? Tt YO Aot~ }m&( veauatle, W §
wa,;\ Lfvlu MAJE/\Q\&DQL MMvmdﬁci@hwéb =

What did you see, feel, hear, and smell relative to the crash? (Please ask for specifics if

-

a sensation is described — movement left to rlght forward and back, u or down etc.)
A% wM L?o g WC&M \\A 83) p “W\@W\ C’{”
Lo ) felt MM o \/\ ve baand avhu
E\ég MAL@ Adesusn
d a l% wa/) mg-tvwcwu Wiscan |
VEHICL

‘What vehicle were you in?

Make igiioh - Model TA(,{JWIA Year A00 | Color [370!0'
Plate: Owner: 6(/(7 W
| Wwie Wlavu\a F ij;ﬁ -

Insurance Company: Po icy Number:
Who else was in the vehicle with you? NA  (Name, address, phone, DOB)
1. i:\' Seat Position (See above)  Injured? YES NO

Seat Position (See above)  Injured? YES NO -
3. Sext Position (See above)  Injured? YES NO
4. Seat PositionSee above) Injured?' ~ YES NO
5. . | Seat Position (See above) jured? YES NO
6. Seat Position (See above) Injured? YES NO
Mo kv mszp he aotoud Thid s o
'thL & AN ot Ao
fowwpads e Vovedhage. oot lopn e
M TAdditionatnotesfeomments: h,{d,@ ‘1’1,(,:;7!(_, / W
\nx,&z(ﬁ“%’\u VPSDvve @(u% Gb WIS M“WLAJL hwee,
e Ac realing A duentivesd vid g feld |, Ye ivnbord don
WL oW gW\A WMW UV‘UI“H/L&(/U\AM,
C i petin . e bod wfd owd ﬂ}mmmb@w@ﬂ (2. Hisdutg ke

[ Vs ™ \'\tA.L«
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HENNEPIN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE
INVESTIGATIVE REPORT
Case # 07-00-2714

This follow-up report is dictated by Detective Charlie Kelly on 08/02/2007. Jackie Fallon
typing on 08/02/2007 at 8:52 a.m.

SYNOPSIS

This report pertains t i i ' FREDRICK GUSTAFSCN, DOB:
ddressWMinnesota 55416. Home phone:
Office phone: , Xcel Energy. '

1. Information was received from the Hennepin County Sheriff's Patrol Office that Mr.
Barry Gustafson had been on the river during the bridge coliapse and had witnessed
the event. At approximately 2255 hours on 08/01/2007 | reached Mr. Gustafson by -
telephone at his residence. During the course of that interview | learned that Mr.
Gustafson was on the river in his competition rowboat approximately 500 feet down
river or to the south of the -35W Bridge. While Mr. Gustafson was rowing away from
the bridge on the west side of the Mississippi River he watched the bridge begin to fall
into the river. Gustafson stated that it was very noisy and seemed to be going in slow
motion as the bridge dropped one section at a time into the river. Gustafson stated
that he did not note any explosion, flash, or anything that would have indicated
something other than a structural failure. '

2. Following the bridge collapse, Gustafson rowed toward the bridge with the intention of
helping any people that may be in the river, seeing no one in the river, Gustafson
rowed closer in an attempt to find survivors that may need assistance. Gustafson
stated that even when he was right up to where the bridge had fallen, he still saw no
one that he could help. However he did state that a section of the bridge had fallen
directly into the river with the surface of the road up and approximately four to six cars
parked on that section with up to twelve people out of their cars wondering around as
they stood on what had become a concrete and asphalt istand. Gustafson stated that
he stayed in the water downstream from the collapsed bridge still looking for
struggling survivors for approximately 15 minutes before returning to the University of
Minnesota Rowing Club.

CVKJjef (002)

O)\CASE FILES 2007W07-2714\RPT Int of Gustafson (002) CVK jef.doc
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SUMMARY OF WITNESS INTERVIEW
CONCERNING THE 1-35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE

INTERVIEWEE:  -----— e

INTERVIEWER: Investigator Dennis Collins, NTSB Office of Highway Safety
DATE: 10-24-2007
LOCATION: Via telephone

Mr. Hanson called the toll-free number established by the Board following the
collapse of the 1-35W bridge in Minneapolis and was identified as a witness to the
collapse

On August 1, 2007, Mr. Hanson was working as a tour guide for Mobile
Entertainment, LLC (952-884-8991); it was his third summer doing so. The company
offers tours of the Minneapolis area, including one that includes the Stone Arch bridge
and the St. Anthony Lock and Dam. Tours begin at 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. and typically last
two and a half to three hours, including a half hour training/safety briefing session for the
people taking the tour. The company also offers private tours; Mr. Hanson was the guide
for one that departed at 5:15 p.m.

At approximately 6:00 p.m., Mr. Hanson and his tour (consisting of five people)
were on the Stone Arch bridge. Mr. Hanson was facing the falls and lock and dam,
discussing the Stone Arch bridge and the falls, when he heard a sound he could only
describe as being like the sound in the movies when a building falls. He stated he turned
towards the noise and observed the I-35W bridge collapsing.

According to Mr. Hanson, the middle of the span fell first. After an estimated one
or two seconds, the north end of the bridge — closest to the University of Minnesota —
went vertical, with the side closest to the bank falling to become straight up and down.

Mr. Hanson and one of the people on the tour used their cell phones to call 911.
They remained on the Stone Arch bridge until they realized EMS units were using the
bridge to cross the river; they left the bridge so as to not be in the way.

When asked, Mr. Hanson stated he would typically conduct two or three tours a
day, five days a week. He did not recall anything unusual or odd with respect to the I-
35W bridge on any of his previous tours.

Special Agent Koffman of the FBI also interviewed Mr. Hanson.
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~~-- Working Copy ---- Page 1

08/08/2007

residing at
Minnesota 55431, home phone
I o:k phone I cc!l phone I v-s
interviewed on this date. After being advised of the identity of
the interviewing agent and the nature of the interview, he provided
the following informatiomn:

- Hanson was giving a motorized Segway Tour on the Stone
Arch Bridge just west of the I-35 bridge at approximately 6:00 p.m.
Hanson's group of approximately five customers were about half way
across the Stone Arch Bridge when he heard a loud twisting, popping
metal sound. Hanson loocked over and saw the center portion of the
I-35 bridge sink down and collapse. He could also see the left
side (North) of the bridge angling vertical. . Hanson could not see
the entire bridge because of the angle from the Stone Arch.

Hanson stated he could see people moving on the bridge
after the collapse and realized they were construction workers
wearing orange vests. Hanson called 911 to report the collapse.
He stayed with his tour group on the Stone Arch for about ten
minutes and then toock them back to their starting point at St.
Anthony Main.

Hanson was aware of another witness named "Liz" LNU who
is a registered nurse and went to assist victims at the collapse
gite. Hanson provided the following phone number for Liz LNU:

Hanson did not hear any explosions. He did not provide
any information that would suggest the bridge collapse was a
criminal act.

Case 1D : 308H-MP-69278 Serial : 15
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ISTH—35W Brldge Collapse Interview Questionhaire

‘Date of Interview: @%f’ /é 7 Time: /o f’
Inte_rviewe‘r: SA 0@;\ a#&\f-}m Féer YL (/L&f@ Jes
DRIVER

Driver’s License Numb

State: A
5‘// -;“"a!\(?b\l

- ‘Telephone - Hogae:
| Compliance with!lireslnclmns: l:ri ses, etc YES

Seat Position: - <FfontSeat  Driver >  Center Right

. Middle Seat ~ Lelt Center Right
. . ‘Rear Seat Left Center Right
Bus occupants see diagram

Ejected: YES@
. Séfety Equipme-nt used: Belts: - LAP SHOULDER

‘ Transported to Hospital YES @ Walk-in - Hospital
What Ambulance Service: : :

" Full Name 'J?)sefalukc Haxgan-

Full Address

Nature of Injury (Circle):

A Incapacitating injury — broken bones, hospitalized, severe cuts
- An inability to perform a task they could do before injury. -

N

B N&Eincapacitating injury -  Cuts, bruises, scrapes
C Complaint of injury with no obvious injury visible
4/@/\) E

Please explain where you were on the bridge —(direction of travel [NB SB], whxch lane,
refer to bridge diagram):
SR — ‘SML\ Lap:J W\Qz,z, /ﬁv(t’pﬁfjv A@("F é ‘oo
. ... ﬁ{%{ ,/\‘)W/e\ f e Lu(,& M
Sowbu v { Mnvvasdg ~ nee~ ‘fj’
| ' £ An ,/@&0& % Lwa?( @é&w
Phuse /m A “° ot ¢



NREVEDY

What other vehicles or people were around you? (Color, mai;e, model, description), what M
were they doing? f ijo& /ae 4+ o rrof fex Y -

Bhoe gl g - 1x ) i = floe s cald Gehned [x ivf Wil
Mm¥ ﬂm;i“bixﬁ [k wf W, Truck ¢ can Wtf

What did you see, feel, hear, and smell relative fo the crash? (Please ask for specifics if
a sensation is described — movement left to right, forward and back, up or down etc.)

VEHICLE:

‘What vehicle were you in? OJQ ﬁ W~ PG & )

Make M - Méde[ %w - Year ZéUG  Color E,A;z,‘/
Plate: %pm Vickor Skoriuclans  fuun el

Insurance Company;

Policy Number:

Who else was in the vehicle with you? {Name, address, phone, DOB)

1. 7 Seat Position (See above)  Injured? YES NO
2. Seat Position (Sec above)  Injured? YES NO -
3. Seat Position (See above)  Injured? YES NO
4. Seat Position (See above)  Injured? ~ YES NO
5. . Seat Position (See above)  Injured? YES NO
6. Seat Position (See above)  Injured? YES NO

_Additional notes/comments:
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FI-302 (Rev. 10-6-95)

-1-
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGA %@%

Pate of transcription 08/08/2007

birth
Founda

sephine Haugan-Skoriuchow, white female, date of

ﬂwas interviewed at her place of business, Hazelden

ion, Center City, MN. Haugan-Skoriuchow resides at
55025 and has telephone numbers
work {(Hazelden) w_
and second work (Chisago County Sheriff's Office} -
Haugan-Skoriuchow was advised cof the identity of the
interviewing Agent and the nature of the interview. Haugan-
Skoriuchow then provided the following:

cell

_ Haugan=-Skoriuchow was traveling southbound on I-35 to
meet her daughter at the Minneapolis Library. It was shortly after
6:00P, The traffic was heavy, traveling at 5-10 mph, frequently
stopping and going. Haugan-Skoriuchow was south of the University
Avenue bridge when traffic stopped and she heard a loud noise. She
noticed a street light fall across the road in front of her and a
green highway sign fall down. Haugan-Skoriuchow felt a side to
side movement in her car. She saw the bridge raise up in front of
her and then a large cloud of cement dust came into her car,
briefly blinding her. Haugan-Skoriuchow noticed the bridge workers
running towards the bridge. She tried to call 9211, but could not
get through. She turned her car around and drove up the on ramp at
University to get off the freeway. 8She then traveled to the
library to meet her daughter.

Haugan~Skoriuchow was alone in her caryg a 2006, Ford
Focus, silver in color, Minnesota license plate _ She was
not hurt and her car was not damaged. A blue pick-up truck with a
white male driver was the only vehicle in front of her after the
bridge collapsed. A blue car with a white male driver was behind
her and a motorcycle with a white mele driver was next to her.

A copy of the National Traffic Safety Board guestionnaire
ig attached to this FD-302Z.

Investigation on 08/08/2007 a Center City, MN

File # 308H-MP-69278 Date dictated 08/08/2007

by SA Daniel T, Otterson
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ISTH—3:W Bridge Collapse Interview Questﬁbﬁ{r}ee : ﬂT&(‘Ui (= L‘d

Date of Interview: 8’ ao -»;2@(3 7 Time: Igg }’\PS
Interviewer:™ | orpmy Heﬂ(jriQKSOn ik ZQQO - Minaeapolis iD .

-ﬁf)bf{"j’ Jehn

RebeeT John Helgeson
Full Address

Helgeson

State: M ‘\1

‘Telephone Hor k: Cell:

 Compliance with DL restrictions: Glasses,etc ~ YES NO NA

Seat Position: -~ Front Seat ('Driver},. Center Right
. Middle Seat Left Center Right
Rear Seat ~ Left Center Right

Bus occupants see diagram

Ejected YES @

, Safety Equlpment used: Belts: LAP SHOULD BOTH
Transported to Hospital - YES @ Walk-in Hospital
‘What Ambulance Service: . : : :
Nature of In_;ury (Circle): -

Incapac1tat1ng injury — broken bones, hospitalized, severe cuts
An inability to perform a task they could do before i mgury

|

C  Complaint of infury with no obvious injury visible

Non-incapacitating injury - Cuts, bruises, scrapes

‘Please explain where you were on the bridge ~(direction of travel SB], which lane,
refer to bridge diagram): O HM ’uﬁ}* ' .,Q,e./Y\SL‘ ./u-e_/vj
Clonsn A5 Tha YT» (3 2, %{Z’JWX 10 75

rocnd g o’é‘?ﬁ-ﬁ% 'W"“M‘-

R oA ,éfié‘“ W“ﬁ;zﬁ







‘What other vehlcles or people were around you'? (Color, make, model, description), what

were they doing? W AN T PSR S TN

What did you see, feel, hear, and smell relative to the crash? (Please ask for specifics 1f
a sensation is described — movement left to right, forward and back, up or down etc. )

VEHICLE:

‘What vehicle were you in?

Make Hondoy - Model 4-Deot  veardoo5 Color B | K,

Owner:

Insurance Company: l! /! L \ Policy Number: /\i /A‘

Who else was in the-vehicle with you? NA (Name, ad&ess; phone, DOB o
1.%4 Mue, ( Seat Position See above) Injured? YES @
S 2 > F;Lc-rq_

2. Mi(s%/)\ Smn(sii:;%—wl Injured? YES '

(Seom ~

Seat Position (See above)  Injured? YES NO

L)

4, Seat Position (See above) Injured? - YES NO
5. © SeatPosition (See above)  Injured?  YES NO
6. Seat Position (See above)  Injwred?  YES NO

“Additional notes/comments:
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SUMMARY OF WITNESS INTERVIEW
CONCERNING THE 1-35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE

INTERVIEWEE: Craig Stephan Johnson, Southbound driver on the North side of the
bridg---- ----------- collapse

INTERVIEWER: Jennifer L. Morrison, NTSB - Office of Highway Safety
Sgt. Thomas Stiller, Minneapolis Police Department

DATE: 8-10-2007

LOCATION: Arms and Armor
Stinson and Broadway
Minneapolis, MN

The interviewee was driving in his yellow Chevy pickup truck on his was home
from work southbound on [-35W approaching the bridge at the time of the collapse. He
indicated that traffic was moving slowly, possibly about 10 mph. Mr. Johnson noted that
the first thing that he saw was a trailer of the construction crew and some vehicles that
were on the bridge rise into the air ahead of him. He said that the bridge deck seemed to
rise up to follow them. He then heard and felt a deep tension release like a spring letting
go. The entire mass of material settled back to the deck level seemed to slide toward him
and then fall away. The edge of he deck in front of him disappeared as he saw vehicles
slide down backwards out of site.

Mr. Johnson typed up his account of the bridge collapse the evening of the
collapse and provided of copy of that to the interviewers.
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SUMMARY OF WITNESS INTERVIEW
CONCERNING THE 1-35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE

INTERVIEWEE: Robert Johnson,

INTERVIEWER: Investigator Dennis Collins, NTSB Office of Highway Safety
DATE: 11-07-2007
LOCATION: Via telephone

On August 1, 2007, at approximately 1800 hours, Mr. Johnson was under the 10"
Avenue bridge, on the east bank of the river. He heard what he described as a"big, loud,
crack” and looked up at the 10™ Avenue bridge. Seeing nothing, he then looked
at the 1-35W bridge and saw what he described as the bridge being “ripped” off
one of the piers and falling towards him. When asked if he could described the collapse
in more detail, Mr. Johnson stated the center span, across the river, fell as one piece. The
span at the opposite end of the river collapsed into a “V” shape; Mr. Johnson stated he
did not see much of this end collapse, as he was watching the section of the bridge on his
side of the river.

When asked about his experience with the 1-35W bridge, Mr. Johnson stated he
crossed it every day. He went on to state he had not had any prior odd or unusual
experiences with the 1-35W bridge. Mr. Johnson was not interviewed by any other
agency.
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SUMMARY OF WITNESS INTERVIEW
CONCERNING THE 1-35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE

INTERVIEWEE: Machael Kelley, Passenger on the Minneapolis Queen

INTERVIEWER: Jennifer L. Morrison, NTSB - Office of Highway Safety
Sgt. Thomas Stiller, Minneapolis Police Department

DATE: 8-9-2007
LOCATION: Residence

The interviewee was a passenger on the Minneapolis Queen, a passenger carrying
paddleboat that was in the area of the 1-35W Bridge at the time it collapsed.

Ms. Kelley stated that she was standing at the left front of the boat on the lower
deck at the time of the collapse. She stated that her husband, Rob Kelley, and Heather
Steffan were standing near her. Ms. Kelley indicated that she was looking forward at the
bridge prior to it collapsing. She saw “poof” of concrete dust in the area of the pier that
was directly in front of the boat, just to the left (North) of the pier. She did not recall
hearing any noises, only seeing the bridge fall. Ms. Kelley stated that the bridge
appeared to rotate towards the boat, since she could see the lanes of traffic. She
specifically stated that the section in front of the boat (South End) started the collapse
with the “poof” of dust. She said that after than the bridge rippled to the North and the
sections fell pulling each other down like dominos.

Ms. Kelley said that she did not hear or see any construction going on or traffic on
the bridge prior to the collapse.
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SUMMARY OF WITNESS INTERVIEW
CONCERNING THE 1-35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE

INTERVIEWEE: Rober-------------- Iley, Passenger on the Minneapolis Queen

INTERVIEWER: Sgt. Thomas Stiller, Minneapolis Police Department

DATE: 8-8-2007

LOCATION: Image Sensing Systems Inc.
1600 University Ave West
St. Paul, MN

The interviewee was a passenger on the Minneapolis Queen, a passenger carrying
paddleboat that was in the area of the 1-35W Bridge at the time it collapsed. Mr. Kelley
stated that he was standing at the front of the boat on the first level next to the gangplank,
facing forward. He stated that the other people at the front of the boat were his wife,
(Machelle Kelley) Bruce Hanson and his wife, Rick Sobotka, Heather Steffan, Frank
Christoper, and his girlfriend.

Mr. Kelley stated that he heard creaking, groaning, and metal twisting and looked
up toward the bridge. He indicated that the first disconnect that he saw was from the pier
directly in front of the boat, then the piers to the right of that pier turned toward him and
fell. He indicated that he was not looking at the bridge when it began to fall, but that his
wife was, and that she was a better witness to the collapse.
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SUMMARY OF WITNESS INTERVIEW
CONCERNING THE 1-35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE

INTERVIEWEE: Joyce Farr Kenney, Westbound driver on West River Road, to the
East of the bridge prior to the collapse

INTERVIEWER: Jennifer L. Morrison, NTSB - Office of Highway Safety
Sgt. Thomas Stiller, Minneapolis Police Department

DATE: 8-10-2007
LOCATION: s

The interviewee was driving in her blue Mercury sedan on her way home from
work westbound on West River Road, which runs East/West and goes under the 1-35W
bridge. At the time of the collapse Mrs. Kenney had just passed under the 10" Ave
Bridge and was approaching the 1-35W bridge when see witnessed a “huge wall of water”
to her right, where the river was. Mrs. Kenney described that when the wall of water
dissipated she saw the North end of the bridge hanging into the water like a slide. She
indicated that there were two other cars on West River Road near her, one of which was a
red minivan. On the South side of the bridge, directly in front of where Mrs. Kenney was
located she observed several crushed cars, bloody people, and the crush truck cab that
was partially under the bridge. Mrs. Kenney explained that she is a retired registered
nurse and she wanted to provide assistance to the injured people, but the terrain of the
broken bridge would have been too difficult for her to climb, as she was 60 years old.
Mrs. Kenney then turned her vehicle around and got out of the way to allow emergency
vehicles better assess to the scene.

Mrs. Kenney did not notice any noises prior to or during the collapse. She did not
observe the cloud of dust that others saw from where she was on the east side of the
bridge. Mrs. Kenney described that after the bridge collapsed, there was an strange
silence.
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" ISTH-35W Bridge Collapse Interview Questionnaire

Date Qf Interview: ‘Z‘ ? - 7 Time: ; o0
Interviewér: ‘ _S,;‘, yc‘rn /{&7l 2.
DRIVER

Driver’s License Number: ate: pM oA

" FullName Cl.f Woeckow -

arg o

Full Address

Compliance with DL restrictions: Glasses, etc NO - (ortechi lerse S
Seat Position: - [ Front Seat Driver | Center Right
' - Middle Seat  Left Center Right

Rear Seat Left Center Right

Bus occupants sce diagram

 Ejected: YES . -
 Safety Equipment used: Belts: - LAP SHOULDE
' 7 o Jwa

Transported to Hospital S /NO /Walk-in Hospital
What Ambulance Service: :

Nature of Injury (Circle): J\)/ A
A

- Incapacitating injury — broken bones, hospitalized, severe cuts
An inability to perform a task they could do before i m_]ury

*

B Non-mcapac1tatmg injury -  Cuts, bruises, scrapes
C Complaint of injury with no obvious injury visible

Please explain where you were on the bridge —(direction of travel [NB SB], which lane,
refer to bridge diagram): '

; v §r:: g i‘}'/'
br»w-"s - nc\w?r* qu{)& —a

Qo}—}- ot roo é;—,\)( f\c’vu"ié?('[ (al”
Su&‘) 2 1’3":6\(’)@. -:fel/_




What other vehicles or people were around you? (Color, make, model, description), what
were they doing? % Selen]  bg dfmp pecl (~ fook  of .j/( o
- Sa"‘; TS:‘PES {- J’-&t‘%‘y A;—,’ L»fhd ét}S
Sar bered  deude S Fro~d Loy

S, hJér /bwi\ \"? [bi e S‘gﬁ'.« i .c;.r‘- Er PN A an v;—; -

What did you see, feel, hear, and smell relative to the crash? (Please ask for specifics if
a sensation is described — movement left to right, forward and back, up or down etc.) b dge
‘-’S:’é'{" ob I‘Sé [ EVERY d rw-.r-{l Vnd 2 '\L\‘)ﬁ? - éﬁw‘:‘/ Seeten v
Lo nﬂ*{"-"g' +0 S'AL "{ p°“{r"4’e o~ ~k —F\\ >l ] * “]"S /

l e On ww L;Lfﬂ Petson wa mw} 4 11 LJ‘[’; S

S ” ‘ - T (ol

_ Sechon  Fetd & st of b Zﬂ&' (. ] .S”ﬁ;‘.f( i
V,'EHICLE: Lk a chan Mg acho

‘What vehicle were you in? : '
Make S _ Model 1'%(34@' - Year Qee3  Color S ivé{\
Plate; Owner: Ch# v L R I i

Insurance Company: St Ferm PolicyNumber:_

Who else was in the yehicle with you? - NA (Name, address, phone, DOB) ~——. .
1. Den 0N Seat Position (See above)  Injured? YES @

Sg@ 5 f':J'ﬁ’rV ;@ L C?" bf_-sg-i Pﬁ"ﬂb’f\

2-;

- Seat Position (See above)  Injured? YES NO -

Seat Position (See above)  Injured? YES NO
4, t Position (See above)  Injured?  YES NO
5. . : . ' Seat Position (S¢ Injured? YES NO
6. o Séat Position (See above)

_Additional notes/comments:
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FD-302 (Rev. 10-6-95)

-1-
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcripion ~ Q8 /08/2007

On August 8, 2007, CLIFFORD WOODROW LARSON IITI, date of
birth (DORB) _, Addres
' is, Minnesota, telephone cell phone -
was interviewed at his place oI employment, Minneapolis
raln kxchange, 400 S 4th Street, Minneapolis, MN, by SA Geoffrey
W. Stankevitz. After advising LARSON of the identity of the

interviewing agent, and the purpose of the interview, LARSON
provided the following information:

LARSON was on his way home from work with DANIEL PATTON
when the bridge collapsed. LARSON riving a 2003 Mazda
Tribute, silver color, with MN tag . As part of his normal
commute route, LARSON was driving on West River Road and started to
drive under the I-35W bridge. That section of road drives between
two concrete pillars that hold up the bridge. As he began driving
under the bridge, he saw the entire section of bridge that is
connected to the slanted concrete slab on the river bank give a
giant jolt up and down. LARSON described the jolt as the way a
wrestling mat would jolt or shake after a World Wrestling
Federation (WWF) wrestler body slammed their opponent. Fearing
that he was in danger, LARSON immediately through his car in
reverse and moved his car back about 20 feet. As he moved his car
back, the section of bridge that had jolted, along with the section
of bridge over West River Road, collapsed. Approximately one or
two seconds later, the rest of the bridge over the water and all
the way towards the north end of the bridge collapsed. The
collapse seemed to move from the south side of the bridge to the
north. Debris from the bridge caused minor damage to LARSON'S
automobile, which he reported to his insurance, St. Farm Insurance
Company, policy #24 1932-E09-23I.

LARSON and PATTON immediately exited the wvehicle and
raced towards the bridge. LARSON noticed that people were running
along the bridge bleeding. LARSON and PATTON proceeded to help
kids who were being evacuated out of a school bus off of the
bridge.

Investigation on 08/08/2007 a Minneapolis, MN

~ File # 308H-MP-69278 Date dictated 08/08/2007

by SA Geoffrey W. Stankevitz
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WiThesSS - lelefhon® EnTerView

_ ISTH-35W Bridge Collai)se Interview Q.uéstionnaire '
Date of Interview: 8 2.} ‘2_007 Time: i?)g O

Interviewer: Ja Heﬂc{r-.-‘c,KSar\ HZ960 Minneapsis lice

: DRIVER L. k
| r Leck
Leon QAlberT LeChnepr - M\\]

| | ‘ . I)(}B:_
Leen QiberT Lechner _ |

‘Telephone  Home: Work: Celk:

Compliance with DL restrictions: Glasses, etc YES NO

cat Position; - Front Seat Driver Center

Middle Seat Left Center
- - Rear Seat Left Center Right
Bus octepants see diagram
Ejected: YES NO
Séfety Equipment used: Belts: ¥AP SHOULDER BOTH
Transported to Hospital ~ YES X0  Walkts._  Hospital
What Ambulance Service: . -
Nature of Injury (Circle); _
A capacitating injury — broken bones, hospitalized, Seyere cuts
' An inability to perform a task they could do beforejnjury.
B Noﬁ-incapacitating- injury -  Cuts, bruises, scrapes

C Complaint of injury with 1o obvious injury visible

refer to bridge diagram): {¥lA . MW Y-ty N AN
GO | Mounm MR, .

Please explain where you were on the bridge —(direction of travel [NB SB], which lane, P W\Jl‘/,\_j




ARG A )
,&ic%«é;ii T Nﬂﬁwmﬁaﬂwﬁ@w
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What other vehicles or people were around you?-(Color, make, model, description), what -

were they doing? QO ann Avunca L o Tl /{f/bw_agfl__

What did you see, feel, hear, and smell relative to the crash? (Please ask for specifics if
a sensation is described — movement left to right, forward and back, up or down etc.)

VEHICLE:
What vehicle were you in?

Make © Model Year ~ Color

Plate: - Owner:
Insurance Company: Policy Number:

. Who else was in the vehicle with ybu? NA  (Name, address, phdne, DOB)
Seat Position (See above)  Injured? \

2. Seat Position (See above)  Inj YES NO -
3. YES NO
4, YES NO
5. .Seat Position (See above) YES NO

Seat Position (See above)

Additional notes/comments:
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SUMMARY OF WITNESS INTERVIEW
CONCERNING THE 1-35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE

INTERVIEWEE: Charles Leekley, Captain of the Minneapolis Queen
D]0] = H e ————————

INTERVIEWER: Jennifer L. Morrison, NTSB - Office of Highway Safety
Sgt. Thomas Stiller, Minneapolis Police Department

DATE: 8-7-2007
LOCATION: On board the Minneapolis Queen, docked at Boom Island

The interviewee was the captain of the Minneapolis Queen, a passenger carrying
paddleboat that was in the area of the 1-35W Bridge at the time it collapsed. Mr. Leekley
indicated that he had about 17 years experience in boating on the Mississippi River. He
said that he was very familiar with the river and the surrounding buildings and bridges, as
he gave tours of the area. On the day of the collapse Mr. Leekley set sail at about 5:00
pm with 49 passengers and 3 crewmembers on board the Minneapolis Queen.

Mr. Leekley first provided that he had a theory for the cause of the collapse. His
theory related to a previous collapse of the Northern States Power Hydro-electric station
at the Upper Saint Anthony Lock and Dam in 1987. According to Mr. Leekley, this
collapse resulted from the underwater currents of the Mississippi River that eroded the
footing for the power station foundation.

At the time of the 1-35W bridge collapse, on 8-1-2007, Mr. Leekley indicated that
he was inside the captain’s observation deck, located on the upper level of the boat. He
said that he was steering the boat toward the lock that was just up river before the bridge.
He said that at the time of the collapse he had not reached the lock yet, and was maybe
100 feet from the lock doors. He reported that he was moving the boat through a bend
and looking forward and did not see much, but said that the bridge appeared to him to
come down all at once as a fast blur. He said that he saw the bridge pier ahead of the
boat leaning. He noticed a dark blue pickup truck go into the water.

Prior to the collapse Mr. Leekley never considered the bridge to be dangerous
while negotiating his boat under it. He had not previously noted construction noises or
holes in the bridge deck.

After the collapse Mr. Leekley said that he offered his boat in the assistance of
helping the injured people down below the lock. He said that they entered the lock, then
existed the lock and parked along side the river, then entered and existed the lock once
more before a decision was made not to send his boat down to the collapsed bridge due to
the water that would have been let into the collapse area as a result of opening the lock
doors. He then indicated that he returned to Boom Island with all the original passengers
and that they arrived back at about 7:00 p.m.
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SUMMARY OF WITNESS INTERVIEW
CONCERNING THE 1-35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE

INTERVIEWEE: Janelle Lehmann, Passenger on the Minneapolis Queen

INTERVIEWER: Jennifer L. Morrison, NTSB - Office of Highway Safety

DATE: 8-9-2007
LOCATION: Office Building
6600 France Ave South
Edina, MN

The interviewee was a passenger on the Minneapolis Queen, a passenger carrying
paddleboat that was in the area of the I-35W Bridge at the time it collapsed.

Ms. Lehmann stated that she was sitting on the bench at the front of the boat on
the lower level at the time of the collapse. She stated that her boyfriend, Frank
Christopher and Jim Styczinski were also sitting on the bench. Ms. Lehmann indicated
that she heard a rumbling sound followed by a brown wave cloud of smoke or dust. Ms.
Lehmann stated that she had previously lived in Japan and was familiar with earthquakes
and initially thought that the collapse was an earthquake. After hearing the sound she
looked left to right and saw the bridge “come apart at its seams”.

Ms. Lehmann said that he did not hear or see any construction going on or traffic
on the bridge prior to the collapse.
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SUMMARY OF WITNESS INTERVIEW
CONCERNING THE 1-35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE

INTERVIEWEE: Dr. Cary N. Mariash (DOB:---------------
Professor of Medicine
Director, Division of Endocrinology & Diabetes
6-120 Phillips Wangensteen Building
516 Delaware Street S.E.
U.S. Mail MMC 101
420 Delaware Street S.E.
Minneapolis, MN 55455

612.626.1960 OFFICE
---------------- TOLL FREE
---------------- APPTS

INTERVIEWER: Investigator Dennis Collins, NTSB Office of Highway Safety
DATE: 6-5-2007, 1140 hrs
LOCATION: 6-120 Phillips Wangensteen Building

Dr. Mariash called the toll-free number established by the Board following the
collapse of the I-35W bridge in Minneapolis and was identified as a potential witness.

Dr. Mariash was northbound on the 1-35W bridge at approximately 6:10 p.m. on
Wednesday, August 1, 2007. He stated he was on his way home from his office and had
departed his office at five or ten minutes before six. He was traveling in the leftmost
open lane (two lanes of travel were closed due to construction activities). When asked,
he estimated his speed as being between 20 and 30 miles per hour. He described the
traffic as heavy, but typical for rush hour.

Dr. Mariash stated he observed a “truck” (the trailer for a semi-tractor trailer) next
to the median, in the construction area. A crane was positioned to the north of the truck.
Dr. Mariash could not recall if a power unit (tractor) was attached to the trailer.
According to Dr. Mariash, he observed motion in the area of the trailer, and described the
trailer as appearing to fall, hit the road, and bounce. A cloud of cement dust came up
after the trailer bounced. Dr. Mariash stated the trailer did strike a car parked in the
construction area, although he was unsure if the trailer hit the car during its initial fall or
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after it bounced. He described his position during these events as just about even with
the trailer.

Dr. Mariash proceeded past the trailer, then heard a loud noise he described as a
“bang” or a “pop”. He proceeded north, and was unaware anything else had happened
until he saw police responding in the southbound lanes.

When asked to describe his normal route home, Dr. Mariash stated that since the
construction, he normally entered the freeway at University Avenue; however, on the day
of the collapse, he entered the freeway at Washington. He stated he drove this route five
days a week as his normal commute.

When asked if he recalled the positions of any other vehicles on the bridge, Dr.
Mariash recalled a black Jeep that passed him and exited right after the bridge. He was
able to recall a red Porsche in front of him, but could not provide descriptions of any
vehicles behind him. He stated that he did not notice any thing else unusual.
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U.) rTnes
_ ISTH-35W Bridge Collapse Interview Questionnaire '
Date of Interviewzg—zz - 2 ') 07 ' Time: [olele!

Interviewer: ™ Jg HendﬁQ,KS@f\ #2960 MznneqP@};_s ]%’-‘c{a
Withess
DREVER

Seorqe  Jon. Marincel

‘Telephone  Home: ¢

Front Seat ﬁﬁver | Center
Middle Seat Left Center
Rear Seat Left Center

Ejected: YES NO
Séfety Equipment used: : LAP ~SHOULDER BOTH

Transported to Hospital
‘What Ambulance Service:

Nature of Injury (Circle):
An inability to perform a task they cOuld do before injury.

Noh-incapacitating injury - Cuts, bruises, scrapes

C Complaint of injury with no obvious mjury visible

Please explain where you were on the bridge —(direction of travel [NB SB], which lane,
refer o brldge dlagram) '

wdaa%m&/wn%m
%W loo-30 M@i@
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What other vehicles or people were around you? (Color, make, modeb descnptlon) What

were they doing? &a& SIS ,,U.}WM\%

What did you see, feel, hear, and smell relative to the crash? (Please ask for specifics if
a sensation is described — movement left to right, forward and back, up or down etc.)

VEHICLE:

t vehicle were you in?

Policy Number:

Who else wasint i i ? e, address, phone, DOB)

1. ve)  Injured? YES NO
2. | it (See above)  Injured? YES NO
3. Injured? YES NO
4, Iﬁjured?' ~ YES NO
5.. Seat Position (See above) .Injm'ed? YES NO

Seat Position (See above) NO

Additional notes/comments:
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SUMMARY OF WITNESS INTERVIEW
CONCERNING THE 1-35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE

INTERVIEWEE: Robert F.K. Martin, Passenger on the Minneapolis Queen

INTERVIEWER: Officer Thomas Hendrickson, Minneapolis Police Department

DATE: 8-8-2007

LOCATION: Image Sensing Systems Inc.
1600 University Ave West
St. Paul, MN

The interviewee was a passenger on the Minneapolis Queen, a passenger carrying
paddleboat that was in the area of the I-35W Bridge at the time it collapsed.

Mr. Martin stated that he was standing at the left side of boat on the upper deck,
about in the middle of the side, at the railing. He stated that his wife, Stephanie
Sarantoupolus, was standing near him. Mr. Martin indicated that he observed a cloud of
dust from the North section of the bridge, heard a noise of metal on metal sound and
metal banging together. He said that he saw the center section fall followed by the pier
on the North side of the bridge pull away, and then saw the North side drop. He said that
he saw a white vehicle on the center section bounce off the bridge railing and fall into the
water.

Ms. Martin said that he was aware of the construction on the bridge but did not
hear or see any construction going on, or traffic, on the bridge just prior to the collapse.
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SUMMARY OF WITNESS INTERVIEW
CONCERNING THE 1-35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE

INTERVIEWEE: Kathleen J. McMahon, Passenger on the Minneapolis Queen

INTERVIEWER: Officer Thomas Hendrickson, Minneapolis Police Department

DATE: 8-8-2007

LOCATION: Image Sensing Systems Inc.
1600 University Ave West
St. Paul, MN

The interviewee was a passenger on the Minneapolis Queen, a passenger carrying
paddleboat that was in the area of the 1-35W Bridge at the time it collapsed.

Ms. McMahon stated that she was on the left side of the boat’s upper deck
walking from the rear to the front of the boat at the time of the collapse. She stated that
she heard a loud sound like a “boom” she then looked up and saw the middle section of
the bride fall. She said that there was then a cloud of dust followed by the North side of
the bridge falling.

Ms. Kelley said that she did not hear or see any construction going on or traffic on
the bridge prior to the collapse.

91



WViTness
CO\ Il in Ce{]Tef‘
ISTH—S:W Bridge Collapse Interview Questlonnalre

Date of Interview: 083 2007 Time: /3! (D
IntervzewerTm ”ef‘c!i\‘ C KS@(\ It 2.‘? e M\ finea tDO{ S —?d' ,: ce.

UYTQE,%S
<€_\/iﬂ Gaﬂe MOF an
_State:M,\/

i nJ Gene_, MO{‘ AN ,

Cell:

‘Telephone  Home:

| Compliance with DL strictions: Glasses, etc YES NO NA

Seat Position: -  Front Seat  Driver Center Right
. Middle Seat Left - Center ~  Right
ight

Rear Seat  Left Center
us occupants see diagram :

‘Ejected:

S NO
Safety Equipment used:_. SHOULDER BOTH
Transported to Hoépital Walk-in -' Ho-.spital
What Ambulance Service:
Nature of Injury (Circle): ’

es, hospitalized, severe cuts -
ey could do before injury.

capacitating injufy — broken
An inability to perform a tas

- Non-incapacitating injury -~ Cuts, bruises, s

| Complaint of injury with no obvious injury visible

Please explain where you were on the bridge —(direction of travel [NB SB], which lan

refer to bridge diagram): : _
~ B AL [OTH -

Al im ' ch







What other vehicles or people were around you? (Color, make, model, description), what
were they doing? -

What did you see, feel, hear, and smell relative to the crash? (Please ask for specifics if
a sensation is described — movement left to right, forward and back, up or down etc.)

VEHICLE:
What vehicle were you in?

Make  Model " Yemwr  Color
Plate: Owner: '

Policy Number:

Insurands Company:

th else Was the vehiéle with you? s, phone, DOB)

L YES NO
A YES NO '
3. YES NO

YES NO.

S
d

5. . / Seat Position (See abo¥g)

p
Seat Position (See above)

YES NO

YES NO

Additional notes/comments:
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ISTH-35W Bridge Collapse Interview Queshonnalre

DateofInterwewg I3 ;)00—7 Time: ”Qé
Intemewer [Lm Hef’l a[r: CiKS cn;tb?_c?é(} M PD

i Tness |
TrmeThy  Arthur  MarTin /émall SQUQ!
DOB:

“TimoTh Y ArThar Mo i Muyel S ' |
15’}!\&0\{36[:3 MI\} 554 @Z

‘Telephone ~Home— Work:

Sempliance with DL restnctlons Giasses etc

Seat Posxtxon: Front Seat Dnver Right
. Middle Seat Left Right -
Rear Seat Left Right

Bus occupants see diagram

Ejected: YES NO

Safety Equipment usgde”  Bels: LAP SHOULDER Be&Q

Transported#SFlospital ~ YES NO  Walkdn Hospital
What Axf ulance'Service .

ature of Injury (Circle): \fo

Incapacztatmg njury = ‘broken bones, hospitalized, severe cuts
An inability to perform a task they could do before i mjury

B Non-mcapac1tatmg injury - Cuts, brmses, scrapes

C Complamt of injury with no obvious i mjury visible

We T & /

PIease explain where you were oxf the bridge —(direction of travel [NB SB] which lane,
5 referto bnd e dzagram)

Ados- 8 A e TR %M,xﬂ -/(%Q,Lééﬁ

o
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What other vehicles or people were around you? (Color, make, modél, description), what

were they doing? )., LA Ao 25y TR ; U
n = ¥ . " : ' :
Uhenotoss Sutedl x& D dfoet Avn? Ha aliy
. - /\j‘,{*&_cjzﬁ«-_ﬁ_)wm i lnTaly " : By £oen
at did you see, feel, hear, and smell relative toahe ,cras’h?ﬁ (Please ask foﬁgmcs if M- ,
a sensation is described — movement left to right, forward and back, up or down etc.)

VEHICLE: | (R\,m nec

vehicle were you in?

‘Model | - Year - Color
Owner: - ' o

Policy Number:

¢ with you? NA - (Name, address, phefic, DOB).

Who else was in the vehid:
Oeat Position (See above)  Injuregd? YES NO

1. '

3. B Seat Positipr {Sy Injured? YES NO
4. &zat Position (See aboven, YES NO
5. Seat Position (See above) YES NO

NO

Seat Position (See above)

~Additional notes/comments:
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SUMMARY OF WITNESS INTERVIEW
CONCERNING THE 1-35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE

INTERVIEWEE:  David Nerva (DOB:---------------
Lower St. Anthony --------
1 Portland Avenue

INTERVIEWER: Investigator Dennis Collins, NTSB Office of Highway Safety
DATE: 8-6-2007, 1700 hrs
LOCATION: St. Anthony’s Lock

Mr. Nerva was identified as a witness to the collapse through on-scene
investigation.

Mr. Nerva is employed at the Lower St. Anthony’s Lock as a Lock and Dam
Head Operator. He started at the Lock in March of 1976 at the Upper Lock. He was
moved to the Lower Lock in 1983. He was working on August 1, 2007. He described
activity on the 1-35W bridge that day as ordinary, although he remarked that the
construction was often loud enough that he wore earplugs when outside on the lock.

At approximately 6:00 p.m., the Minneapolis Queen was preparing for a
southbound lockage. Mr. Nerva was unsure if the vessel had a red or green signal. Mr.
Nerva had just completed a security check of the warehouse and was moving along the
lock in the direction of the bridge when it collapsed. He stated he heard a sound
described as a “crunch”, then the bridge began to collapse. He described the collapse of
the bridge as occurring in stages; he likened the process to dominos falling. He recalls
seeing “several” cars falling, but was unsure of exactly how many fell.

After the collapse, Mr. Nerva recalls telling Mr. Crosby that he had called 911,
but is unsure if he actually did so. Mr. Nerva told Mr. Crosby to open the parking lot
gates to allow emergency vehicles into the area, and then went to launch one of the lock’s
boats to assist the victims of the collapse. According to Mr. Nerva, he could not get the
boat into the water because the boom’s battery was dead. Eventually, he was able to get
the boat in the water with the help of emergency personnel.
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Mr. Nerva recalled a request by the Minnesota Queen to complete passage
through the lock to assist the victims; however, the lockmaster denied this request, as he
was afraid opening the lock would make the situation worse.
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ISTH-35W Bridge Collapse Interview Questionnaire '
Date of Interview: 8- 2.1~ 2.0 0 1 Time: V700

Interviewer: [ e Hﬁﬂdf”; ckSonN 2940 M]IN NeapPolis Prlic e

ANTho r\/y.(:pml:&m A5
fo===—=H",

James. N{c,!(elgm\!

Telephone

Compliance with DL restrictions: Glasses, etc

 SearPosition: - Front Seat | Driver Centér
' Middle Seat Left Center
Rear Seat Left

Ejected:
Séfety Equipment used: Belts:

Transported to Hospital
What Ambulance Service;

Nature of Injury (Ciftle):
Incapacitating injury — broken bones, hosp' ized, severe cuts

An mabﬂlty to perform a task they could do before i n:gury

B Noh-mcapacﬁatmg injury - Cuts, bruises, scrapes

C Complaint of injury with no obvious injury visible

Please explain where you were on the bridge —(direction of travel [NB SB], which lane
refer to bndge diagram): fY\A, |\] ,L,CJR_O.,@:-&‘\ SLoma, &

Loy A 0T A MinniacTa, TMW
%T«o\ MQMWMMMG %m AT
,cﬂ

t»l_o;& ,aicu&,zuw@ /Q—Jxk, OZ
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What other vehicles or people were around you? (Coiq:, make, model; description), what

were they doing? &\ Tho. A Towse Aty | ) 1N

‘What did you see, feel, hear, a.nd smell relative to the crash? (Please ask for specifics if
a sensation is described — movement left to right, forward and back, up or down etc.)

VEHICLE:

What vehicle were you in?

Make - Model Year ~  Color

Plale; Owner: / '
Insurance Compahy: ' Policy Rimber:
Who else was in the vehicle with you? A (Name, address, phone, DOB)
1. Seat Positiop{See above)  Injured? YES NO
2. | SegPolition (See above)  Injured? YES NO -
3, Seat Position (See abgve)  Imjured? ~ YES NO
4, Scat Position (Sec above)  Injured? ~ YES NO
5. . Seat Position (See above)  Injured? “\_YES NO
A. Seat Position (See above)  Injured? YES NQ

Additional notes/comments:
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* ISTH-35W Bridge Collapse Interview Questionnaire . /

Date of Interview: § -¥~ o7 Time: oo

Interviewer:- S A N kev tz

DRIVER

Driver’s License Number:

'FullNamc Vone! 605019"‘ ‘DC‘“HM

Per

- ‘Telephone- Home: _)r

Compliance with DL restrictions: Glasses, etc

Seat Positon: - |FrontSeat/ Driver : @
o . MiddieSéat Left Center Right -
Rear Seat Left Center Right

Bus occupants see diagram

Ejected: YES @ . - ' _
 Safety Equipment used:  Belts: . LAP SHOULDER

Transported to Hospital YES ' Walk-in ‘Hospital
What Ambulance Service: T ‘

Nature of Injury (Circle): N / PD

A Incapacitating injury — ~broken bones, hospitalized, severe cuts
- An inability to perform a task they could do before i mjury

- 'E

B Nén—incapacitating injury -  Cuts, bruises, scrapes
C Complaint of injury with no obvious injury visible

Please explain where you were ont the bridge ~(direction of travel [NB SB], whxch lane,
refer to bridge diagram):

\nJas T A‘nﬂ widh i lasen .  AS J/L,,\/
‘ tre Ag\\hﬁ \)w\a?{“ \QD’rAQ N &R\/\/ b;ﬂ AQ‘? \_jp “"’ ? fck/‘j
\}\P ¥ Clowf\ C} }/f’ @A “‘}ﬁL){' \Ja,',’_S Lr)ﬂf-’r-s \Sjafhf“rf\\) yavf'

(Y o~ v
CI H’ i"?uﬂ;f:d) Cel Law Sp(*{w;\ m}‘?};ﬁ{w’/ vn/ZLb éz;:
(o/lapse ond an  Sused b o 7e0 ¢ g
r{’i«e ‘gr A C (&//ﬁqggﬂ/ ¢ Lam 'y m[wn -gw"ﬂ‘ *} o foo ,



What other vehicles or people were around you? (Color, make, mojel, description), wh‘}zt
WEre they d(}iﬂg? Pf@p\t Wwere fnn t‘f\j frevnd ¢ o cl L
' \ﬁ ¢ !pﬁd 54‘31479[ bus ch. ldre~ a# b‘* C‘\‘)(’. Pf’of/&
\D‘H’A“ . Saws _’L EmT Wworker oy T ey,
. sy Eve ) =] Bred ek '
gf'f’fﬂ —t] E\J(va‘ Les

What did you see, feel, hear, and smell relative to the crash? (Please ask for specifics if
a sensation is described — movement left to right, forward and back, up or down etc.)

\ A . \ o) +¢’ﬁ/ G }4’/7 vV v V7 an(?f\ a
' (%iorfade l m‘ﬁ(‘ S?t“)’:or\ ﬁeﬁfﬁ-}/ !(:)m’\ kK on AN 4«}/1\ SJ e
' (v “oaleed, _ : |

VEHICLE:
‘What vehicle were you in?

Make/mﬁld’\ . Model wbte. Year Doo",\ Color S ’“d_-.
R b O e

Insuranc®Company: #/\J / Pr Pollicy"Number: NI

Who else was itnthe vehicle withyou? - NA  (Name, address, phone, DOB) -
' ~ SeatPosition (See above)  Injured? YES m
C 1 tP)L z, S

b sipne c} Oldford  lpson I

“Seat Position (See above)  Injured? YES NO -

3. YES NO
4. YES NO

5. . Seat Position (See abo YES NO

Seat Position (See above) YES NO

_Additional notes/comments:
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B-302 (Rev, 10-6-95)

-1-
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 08/08/20 O 7

2007, DANIEL JOSEPH PATTON, date of birth

n August 8,
(DOB) = I SeRn
Minnesota, teiepihone cell phone

currently living with his aunt, GLOEGE,

was interviewed at his place of employm
Minneapolis Graln Exchange, 400 S 4th gstreet, Minneapolis, MN, by
sA Geoffrey W. gtankevitz. After advising PATTON of the identity
of the interviewing agent, and the purpose of the interview, PATTON
provided the following information:

PATTON was riding home in the front passenger seat with
CLIFFORD LARSON on West River Road when the pridge collapsed. AS
the car began to drive under the I-35W bridge, PATTON noticed the
metal beams under the bridge that are connected to the river bank
give a giant jolt. PATTON stated the jolt was up in down in motion
1ike a fist slamming on to & desk top. LARSON, who was driving the
vehicle, also noticed and immediately began to reverse the car.
PATTON then saw the section of bridge over West River Road
coliapse. ahout a second later, a chain reaction started and the
rest of the bridge collapsed across the river towards the north.

PATTON noticed that in front of them, there was a school
bus. The school bus was in the far right lane. 1In front of the
achool bus was a bread truck that looked like it was crushed by a
section of the bridge. Behind the school bus, put in the other
lane was a black Jeep Liberty. Behind the school bus and in the
same lane was a Saturn that was either silver, white, or possible
light blue in color.

PATTON and LARSON exited their vehicle and assisted with
getting people off the bridge, including kids that were on the
achool bus. There was one Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) on
the scene that appeared to be conducting triage on the wounded.

Investigation on 08/08/2007 4 Minneapolis, MN

File # 308H-MP-69278 Date dictated  08/08/2007

by SA Geoffrey W. Stankevitz

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency,
it and its contents are not to be distributed ocutside your agency.
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SUMMARY OF WITNESS INTERVIEW
CONCERNING THE 1-35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE

INTERVIEWEE: Margaret Pemble

INTERVIEWER: Investigator Dennis Collins, NTSB Office of Highway Safety
DATE: 10-16-2007
LOCATION: Via telephone

Ms. Pemble called the toll-free number established by the Board following the
collapse of the 1-35W bridge in Minneapolis and was identified as being a witness to the
collapse.

Ms. Pemble lives in Riverview Tower to the southeast of the 1-35W bridge. Her
apartment faces downtown and the bridge. On August 1, 2007, she was at home when
she heard what she thought was thunder. She looked up at her window, looking for the
rain, and saw from the corner of her eye what she describes as “a puff of smoke”. Her
initial thought was the “smoke” was a result of the jack hammering operation on the
bridge; she had been hearing it all summer, including that day. She took a closer look at
the bridge and realized it was moving. Ms. Pemble described the motion as a left to right
swaying motion.

As Ms. Pemble watched, the bridge “heaved up” in what she described as a “wave
motion” that began on the south end of the bridge and traveled towards the river. The
span broke in the center during this motion; Ms. Pemble described the break as
“crumbling”, not a clean break. She saw construction workers and cars fall into the river.

Ms. Pemble used her phone to call 911 as she continued to observe the scene. She recalls
seeing green iron on the north side of the span. She stated the north side “snapped” in
half, a break she could both hear and feel (she stated the building rocked). She contrasted
this with the break to the south, which she could neither hear nor feel. Ms. Pemble
observed construction workers around the Tasty truck, but could not tell what they were
doing. She left her apartment and went to the scene, arriving at approximately 1815
hours.

Ms. Pemble stated she took pictures following the collapse and agreed to provide
copies to the Board.
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35W Bridge Collapse Invesjpgad
- Witness: Kelly Porter, DO# Phone-

Interviewed by Sgt. Stiller/Mpls

I received Porter’s name from the list of witnesses that had called the NTSB Hot-line. I
telephoned Porter on 08-20-2007. Ms. Porter stated that she is a Registered Nurse and is
currently employed by HCMC. Ms. Porter stated that on 08-01-2007 at approximately
1805 hours she had been driving North on 35W and had just exited onto Washington
Ave. Porter stated that she observed a sireet light that had fallen to the street on
Washington Avenue. Porter stated that she then observed a cloud of dust and then heard a
“big bang”. Porter then realized that the bridge to the North of her had collapsed. Porter

~ observed a black or blue colored vehicle in front of her car and observed the driver of that
vehicle exit their vehicle safely. Porter stated that she was going to offer first aid
assistance to any victims, but a Minneapolis Police squad pulled onto Washington Ave
and told all drivers to get off the bridge. Porter stated that she got back into her vehicle
and left the area. Porter stated that she was unsure which sections of the bridge fell first
as she was driving East on Washington Ave and was not looking at the bridge during the
collapse.
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Milne s 5
Called The Calr Ceprer

' _rf(tuf’hcnc J_Mhee\};e(d
ISTH-35W Bridge Collapse Intervww Questionnaire -

Date of Interview: $5- 2 5- 2007 Time: ) [ 00

Interviewer:™ ], Iom HeﬂAP'(JKSon H 2900 Mifmea\Po fi 3 ’Po/acﬁ_.

kdﬂ &e §s
Laure, Jean T2

| State: M[\[

-Cell:

Segpliance with DL restrictions: Glasses, etc YES NO NA

Seat Position:, ~~  Front Seat  Driver Center =~ Right
: . Middle Seat Left Center Righ
Rear Seat Left Center Right

Bus occupants see ttagram

_Ejected: YES NO

Séfety Equipment used: Belts: "LAR._SHOULDER BOTH
Transported to Hospital B8 NO  Walk-in ~ “Yospital
What Ambulance Service: . -

Nature of Injury (Cix€le): '
%" Incapacitating i mjury broken bones, hospltahzed, sewgre cuts -
An inability to perform a task they could do before injury.

B Non-incapacitating injury -  Cuts, bruises, scrapes
C Complaint of injury with no obvious injury visible

Please explain where you were on the bridge —(direction of travel [NB SB], which lane,
refer to bridge diagram):

Mo Polly wias, m
mcgm “‘M"M %"’5 '




FZEU—‘L«&U@V\J,EW\ —gﬁA@-W\LE\_L 20-30 /Qﬁ‘cr\i\\e(;\/l—?

3%%/&0&% /M&,odal_e»\-
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t other vehicles or people were around you? (Color, make, model, dgscription), what
werethey doing?

What did yot\see, feel, hear, and smell relative to the crash? (Please ask for specifics if
a sensation is dgscribed — movement left to right, forfvard and back, up or down etc. )

‘VEHICLE:

What vehicle were you in’

Make Year ~ Color
Plate: '
Insurance Company; Policy Number: _

NA  (Name, address, phone, DOB)

Who else was in the v
Seat Positiok (See above)  Injured? YES NO

1.

2 Seat Position (See bov’e) Injured? YES NO
3. Seat Position (See above Injured? YES NO
4, Seat Poéition (See above) jured? _YES NC; :
5. Seat Position (See above)  Injured? YES NO

6. Seat Position (See above) I_njure&? YES NO

Additional notes/comments:
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LA Y E DS

73"011 e InTervied/
ISTH-35W Bridge Collapse Intemew Questmnnalre |

Date of Interview: 8 2_5 O 7 | Time: IO@O

" fn:?e‘zf lcm Henc}mck'go:\} :’3‘2,?&0 M NNQC\P" (s ?b

John Hency Reed

State: M l\)

~Ne ce : -
j-é& n Fu%Addr\e!ssA ' ' : -
—@l /

‘Telephone  Hom Work: Cell:

ompliance with DL restrictions: Glasses, etc - YES NO NA

- FrontSeat  Driver Center

- Middle Seat Left Center

Rear Seat Left Center
Bus occupanits see diagram :

Ejected: - YES NO

Séfety Equipment used: = Belts! SHOULDER BOTH

Transported to Hospital YES <in ~ Hospital
What Ambulance Service:

Nature of Injury (Circle); :
capacitating injury ~ broken bones, ho
An inability to perform a task they co

'taﬁzed, severe cuts
do before injury.

Non-incapacitating injury .

Cuts, bruises, scrapes

" Complaint of injury with no obvious injury visible

Please explain where you were on the bridge —(direction of travel [NB SB], which lane,

refer to bridge diagram): _
M O % Tha W
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 What other vehiclk

or people were around you? (Color, make, model, description), what
were they doing? - -

What did you see chear, and smell Yelative to the crash? (Please ask for specifics if
a sensation is degefibed — movement left to right, forward and back, up or down etc.)

VEHICLE:
What vehicle were you in? _

Make -~ Model - Year

Plate: Owner;
Inéura}\ce Company: Policy Number:
1

Who e]s?p was in the vehicle with you? NA  (Name, address, phone, DOB)

1. E‘% , Seat Position (See aboy, Injured? YES NO

Injured? YES NO -

2. Seat Pogiﬁon

3.._ Seat Pogftion (See above)  Injured? YES NO
4, Seh{ Position (See above) Iﬁjured?' " YES NO.
5. . (See above)  Injured? YES NO
6. Seat Position (Sedqbove) Injureé? YES NO

Additional notes/comments:
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" ISTH-35W Bndge Collapse Interview Questionnaire

Date of Interview: &2, ’%;fm_) Time: q 00 A—M C‘l‘akfﬂm C,B
Iniervxewer <A J\Aor\\’g’\fz\/l )

/Rwﬁ \N\)\We%, %ﬁ\"fv‘ Rldhard Rubia

Driver’s License Nu

ér; ' St

‘Telephone - HH:

— Compliance with DL restrictions: Glasses, etc YES NO

SeatPosition: - Front Seat Driver Center Right
‘ - Middle Seat Left Center Right
. Rear Seat Left Center Right
Bus occupants see diagram
Ejected: YES NO
 Safety Equipmentused:  Beli:  LAP/SHOULDER BOTH

. Transported to Hospital YES NO
What Ambulance Service:

alk-in Hospital

Nature of Injury (Circle): _
A Incapacitating inflry —broken bones, bospitalized, severe cuts
B An inapility to perform a task they could do before i m}ury

B Non -incapacitating injury -  Cuts, bruises, scrapes
C Complgint of injury with no obvious injury visible

Please explain where you were on the bri ~(direction of travel [NB SB], which lane,
refer to bridge diagram): ' '
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What other vehicles or people were aro ou? (Color, make, model, description), what
were they doing?

What did you see, feel, hear, and smell relative to the crash? (Please ask for specifics if
a sensation is described — movement left to right, forward and back, up or down etc.)

My, RIS A wWas wWalldiag o the Stone Avedn Rridae near Logk
G A £\ when e \/\e@ A oSl and saw the CSQ = lhfﬁ

AN douse, Hhen Hihe coulapse o Hre aide of Hae ‘:mflc%«e

My RuB A~ could net see.
e sooti~ end of Hhe bind
Lriwnls lpcation .

, Coiq_r

olicy Number:

Who else was in the vékjcle with you?/ - NA  (Name, address, phone, DOB)
1. Seat Pgbition (See above)  Injured? YES NO

eatPosition (See above)  Injured? YES NO -
3. Scat Positiog (See above)  Injured? YES NO
4, Seat Position (See kove) | Injured? YES NO

Seat Position (See above) YES NO

Seat Position (See above) YES NO

. Additional notes/comments:
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SUMMARY OF WITNESS INTERVIEW
CONCERNING THE 1-35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE

INTERVIEWEE: Stephanie M. Sarantoupolus, Passenger on the Minneapolis Queen

INTERVIEWER: Jennifer L. Morrison, NTSB - Office of Highway Safety
Sgt. Thomas Stiller, Minneapolis Police Department

DATE: 8-10-2007
LOCATION: IDS Building
900 Nicolette Mall
Minneapolis, MN

The interviewee was a passenger on the Minneapolis Queen, a passenger carrying
paddleboat that was in the area of the 1-35W Bridge at the time it collapsed.

Ms. Sarantopoulus stated that she was standing at the left side of boat on the
upper deck, at the railing. He stated that Kathy McMahon was behind her and that
Aaron, did not know his last name, was in front of her. Ms. Sarantopoulus indicated that
she witnessed a combination of sound and site at the South end of the bridge. She said
that the South end of the bridge “snapped” very loudly and fell into the water. She then
heard a cracking noise, then rumbling, then everything giving way and “coming
unglued”.

Ms. Sarantopoulus said that she saw construction barrels on the bridge prior to the
collapse but did not hear any construction noises. She also indicated that she could see
traffic on the bridge, but not in the outside (closest to boat) lane and thought that there
were fewer cars that usual.
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ISTH-35W Bridge Collapse Interview Questionnaire |
Date of Interview: g -] {Q.OQ_? Time: [ Lf "‘) 5

Interviewer: « . . -
w{T:szv;:r " Jom H@ﬂdf‘nﬁﬂ50ﬂ H2960 MINNt’.O\.PGIiS io‘\_ce

~_DRIVER - | |
Julie Ann JefFfFrey SchuwarT Z-

State:

DOB:

— ullName, |
Qulie Ann JerrreY DehuwacTZ

5510
CabinN -

| Compliance with DL restrictions: Glasses, etc YES—NO—NA

Telephone H

Front Seat ]jﬁver Center Right
Middle Seat Left Center Right
Rear Seat Left Center Right

Ejected:
Safety Equipment used: LAP_~SHOULDER BOTH

Transported to Hospital YES | k-in Hospital

What Ambulance Service:

Nature of Injury (Circle):

Non-incapacitating injury - ~ Cuts, bruises, scrapes

B

C Complaint of injury with no obvious injury visible

Please explain where you were on the bridge —(direction of travel [NB SB], which léne,

l;eferjﬁ\zidge diagram):(a ] [ (50 _,DWM ia, Ardgn ; d"'vv\..:j
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What other vehicles or people were around you? (Color, make, model, description), what

werg they domﬁ‘?: ) -’QJDE;/L WW f (} %{f&m
vA N, ANTIY B AM,
%@w Lesm = ot inTigicen. Ao /af‘&

What did you see, feel, hear, and smell relative to the crash? (Please ask for specifics if lg’u’?’/’—
a sensation is described — movement left to right, forward and back, up or down etc.)

VEHICLE:

‘What vehicle were you in?

Make FZ_'}\A D Model € P | 60 V™ Year , CoIqr?ﬁ (J

Owner: ,
: Policy Number: A / / Q__. .

Who'Slse was in the vehicle with you? NA  (Name, address, phone, DOB)

1. Seat Position V(See above)  Injured? YES NO
2. Injured? YES NQ -
3. NO
4. NO
5. . Seat Position (See above) NO

Seat Position (See above)

Additional notes/comments:
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SUMMARY OF WITNESS INTERVIEW
CONCERNING THE 1-35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE

INTERVIEWEE: Julie Schwartz

INTERVIEWER: Investigator Dennis Collins, NTSB Office of Highway Safety
DATE: 04-08-2008
LOCATION: Via telephone (SUPPLEMENTAL INTERVIEW)

Ms. Schwartz contacted the Safety Board In April 2008 in order to provide
additional information regarding the collapse of the 1-35W bridge.

When interviewed on April 8, 2008, Ms. Schwartz stated she crossed the bridge at
approximately 1650 hours on the day of the collapse. She described the traffic on the
bridge as “flow-and-go”, stating that it was moving better than what she would describe
as stop-and-go. According to Ms. Schwartz, she felt what she described as an “odd”
movement of the bridge; when questioned further, she stated the movement was side-to-
side and had a short cycle duration. She continued across the bridge to a nearby
appointment.

After her appointment, Ms. Schwartz returned to her vehicle. As she approached
her vehicle, she could see the 1-35W bridge and noticed what she described as a “mirage”
effect coming off the water below the bridge on the west side. It appeared to her as if the
“mirage” effect was moving towards the bridge. As she watched, the bridge collapsed.
Ms. Schwartz stated that the collapse itself was relatively silent; when she re-entered the
business she had just left, no one inside had heard or felt the collapse.

Ms. Schwartz went to the scene and assisted as described in her first statement.
She stated that she suffered a temporary loss of hearing from the time of the collapse until
approximately midnight that night. She also stated that people in the business she was
visiting told her they had felt something at the time Ms. Schwartz was on the bridge but
did not feel the collapse.

Ms. Schwartz also indicated the oil in her vehicle had been found to be

contaminated by an unknown substance after the collapse; she insisted the oil was fine
before the collapse and the problem has not re-occurred since.
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SUMMARY OF WITNESS INTERVIEW
CONCERNING THE 1-35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE

INTERVIEWEE: Andre-------------- Deck Hand on board the Minneapolis Queen

INTERVIEWER: Jennifer L. Morrison, NTSB - Office of Highway Safety
Sgt. Thomas Stiller, Minneapolis Police Department

DATE: 8-7-2007
LOCATION: On board the Minneapolis Queen, docked at Boom Island

The interviewee was a deck hand on the Minneapolis Queen, a passenger carrying
paddleboat that was in the area of the I-35W Bridge at the time it collapsed.

At the time of the 1-35W bridge collapse, on 8-1-2007, Mr. Schwert said that the
boat was approaching the lock. Mr. Schwert indicated that he was standing behind Ross
Dzurko on the first level of the boat, toward the front of the boat, on the right side, near
the right side doorway. He said that he heard a rumbling-grumbling noise. He said that
he saw the pier that was directly in front of the boat fall and pivot toward the boat and
then the center part of the bridge fell flat.

Mr. Schwert did not see or hear any traffic or construction on the bridge prior to it
collapsing.
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SUMMARY OF WITNESS INTERVIEW
CONCERNING THE 1-35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE

INTERVIEWEE: Greg Smith, Passenger on the Minneapolis Queen

INTERVIEWER: Jennifer L. Morrison, NTSB - Office of Highway Safety
Sgt. Thomas Stiller, Minneapolis Police Department

DATE: 8-9-2007

LOCATION: Image Sensing Systems Inc.
1600 University Ave West
St. Paul, MN

The interviewee was a passenger on the Minneapolis Queen, a passenger carrying
paddleboat that was in the area of the 1-35W Bridge at the time it collapsed.

Mr. Smith indicated that he was on the upper level of the boat, on the left side,
standing with Rick Sobotka at the time of the collapse. Mr. Smith stated that he was
looking at the lock prior to the bridge collapse and then heard a muffled/thunderous
sound that brought his attention to the bridge. Mr. Smith then said that he saw the center
of the bridge twist toward him and fall. He then saw the North side of the bridge deck
break into a “V”.

Mr. Smith said that he did not hear or see any construction going on or traffic on
the bridge prior to the collapse.
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SUMMARY OF WITNESS INTERVIEW
CONCERNING THE 1-35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE

INTERVIEWEE: Rick J. Sobotka, Jr., Passenger on the Minneapolis Queen

INTERVIEWER: Officer Thomas Hendrickson, Minneapolis Police Department

DATE: 8-8-2007

LOCATION: Image Sensing Systems Inc.
1600 University Ave West
St. Paul, MN

The interviewee was a passenger on the Minneapolis Queen, a passenger carrying
paddleboat that was in the area of the I-35W Bridge at the time it collapsed.

Mr. Sobotka stated that he was on the upper deck of the boat, toward the front by
the stairs and smoke stack, standing there taking video with his cell phone at the time of
the collapse. He stated that he heard a loud sound in rapid secession like an explosion of
a demolition project. He then saw dust clouds eminiating from the joints in the road
deck. Mr. Sobotka stated that the bridge fell South to North with the North section
moving upward. He saw a red car fall off the bridge. Mr. Sobotka was not aware of any
construction going on or traffic on the bridge prior to the collapse.

Mr. Sobotka gave the video from his cell phone to FBI Special Agent Brian
Kenny.
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SUMMARY OF WITNESS INTERVIEW
CONCERNING THE 1-35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE

INTERVIEWEE: David L. Steffen, Passenger on the Minneapolis Queen

INTERVIEWER: Officer Thomas Hendrickson, Minneapolis Police Department

DATE: 8-8-2007

LOCATION: Image Sensing Systems Inc.
1600 University Ave West
St. Paul, MN

The interviewee was a passenger on the Minneapolis Queen, a passenger carrying
paddleboat that was in the area of the I-35W Bridge at the time it collapsed.

Mr. Steffen stated that he was on the upper deck of the boat, on the left side of the
boat, about in the middle on the railing. He stated that he heard a crackling sound like
snapping ice or a tree splintering. He then looked up and saw the North side of the bridge
start to fall and then the entire middle section fell. According to Mr. Steffen the
movement of the bridge falling appeared to be near the pier to the North of the center
section. He stated that he saw a car sliding and falling from the center section. Mr.
Steffen indicated that he was not aware of any construction going on or traffic on the
bridge prior to the collapse.
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SUMMARY OF WITNESS INTERVIEW
CONCERNING THE 1-35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE

INTERVIEWEE: Heather L. Steffen, Passenger on the Minneapolis Queen

INTERVIEWER: Officer Thomas Hendrickson, Minneapolis Police Department

DATE: 8-8-2007

LOCATION: Image Sensing Systems Inc.
1600 University Ave West
St. Paul, MN

The interviewee was a passenger on the Minneapolis Queen, a passenger carrying
paddleboat that was in the area of the I-35W Bridge at the time it collapsed.

Mrs. Steffen stated that he was on the lower deck of the boat, outside on the left
side of the boat. She stated that she was taking photos when she saw dust or smoke from
the North section of the bridge, she then heard the sounds of shearing, splintering,
breaking, and snapping. Mrs. Steffen indicated that she saw the South section fall and
then the North section fall, and then the center section fall. She said that she saw a
minivan skidding and slamming into the guardrail. She said that she took approximately
20 photos after the bridge collapse. Those photos were given to NTSB investigator
Morrison. Mrs. Steffen was not aware of any construction going on or traffic on the
bridge prior to the collapse.
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SUMMARY OF WITNESS INTERVIEW
CONCERNING THE 1-35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE

INTERVIEWEE: Jim Styczinski, Passenger on the Minneapolis Queen

INTERVIEWER: Jennifer L. Morrison, NTSB - Office of Highway Safety

DATE: 8-8-2007

LOCATION: Image Sensing Systems Inc.
1600 University Ave West
St. Paul, MN

The interviewee was a passenger on the Minneapolis Queen, a passenger carrying
paddleboat that was in the area of the I-35W Bridge at the time it collapsed.

Mr. Styczinski stated that he was sitting on a bench at the front of the boat, on the
lower deck, with Frank and Janelle. He stated that he was looking forward at the lock
when the bridge appeared to be shaking, rumbling and falling and the bridge made a
sound like a rubber band snapping. The bridge then rotated toward him so that he cold
see the road surface. Mr. Styczinski said that he saw a white minivan fall. Mr.
Styczinski was not aware of any construction noises or traffic on the bridge prior to the
collapse.
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SUMMARY OF WITNESS INTERVIEW
CONCERNING THE 1-35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE

INTERVIEWEE: Corey Swingen, Passenger on the Minneapolis Queen

INTERVIEWER: Jennifer L. Morrison, NTSB - Office of Highway Safety

DATE: 8-8-2007

LOCATION: Image Sensing Systems Inc.
1600 University Ave West
St. Paul, MN

The interviewee was a passenger on the Minneapolis Queen, a passenger carrying
paddleboat that was in the area of the I-35W Bridge at the time it collapsed.

Mr. Swingen stated that he was sitting at a table on the upper deck, at the rear of
the boat, looking off to the left of the boat. He said that his wife was standing in front of
him, on the left side of the boat near the railing. Mr. Swingen indicated that he heard a
rumbling noise then the lanes of the bridge rotated toward the boat. He saw a big white
cloud of dust and smoke. Mr. Swingen was not aware of any construction noises but
could see tops of vehicles on the bridge prior to the collapse.
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SUMMARY OF WITNESS INTERVIEW
CONCERNING THE 1-35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE

INTERVIEWEE: Stephanie Swingen, Passenger on the Minneapolis Queen
INTERVIEWER: Jennifer L. Morrison, NTSB - Office of Highway Safety

DATE: 8-9-2007
LOCATION:  cemmemmmemeeeeee

The interviewee was a passenger on the Minneapolis Queen, a passenger carrying
paddleboat that was in the area of the I-35W Bridge at the time it collapsed.

Mrs. Swingen stated that she was on the left side upper deck of the boat near the
railing, looking towards the North end of the bridge at the time of the collapse. She
indicated that her husband, Corey Swingen, was sitting at a table behind her at the rear of
the boat. Mrs. Swingen said that she saw a dust cloud on the North side of the bridge
followed by a low pitch grumbling noise. She said that the various sections of the bridge
fell in sequence from the outside toward the center span of the bridge. According to Mrs.
Swingen, the center span came down straight and the North side span rotated towatrd the
She added that she saw a Red or Maroon car fall into the water on the North side of te
bridge and also recalled the blue minivan hitting the median. Mrs. Swingen stated that
after the collapse there was total silence. She was not aware of any construction noises or
traffic on the bridge prior to it collapsing.
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SUMMARY OF WITNESS INTERVIEW
CONCERNING THE 1-35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE

INTERVIEWEE: Shawn Thao, Passenger on the Minneapolis Queen

INTERVIEWER: Jennifer L. Morrison, NTSB - Office of Highway Safety

DATE: 8-8-2007

LOCATION: Image Sensing Systems Inc.
1600 University Ave West
St. Paul, MN

The interviewee was a passenger on the Minneapolis Queen, a passenger carrying
paddleboat that was in the area of the I-35W Bridge at the time it collapsed.

Mr. Thao stated that he was taking pictures while the boat was passing through
the upper lock, then while they were approaching the lower lock (near location of 1-35W
bridge) he was standing on the left side of the upper deck near the captain’s door next to
Rick Sobotka, who was messing around with the video feature of his cell phone. Mr.
Thao indicated that Mr. Sobotka did capture a partial view of the bridge collapsing on his
cell phone.

Mr. Thao witnessed the center section of the bridge come down first, as it fell he
said that it fell flat and he saw a red and a gray car go into the water. He said that it
seemed very quiet as it fell and he did not note any noises. Mr. Thao was not aware of
any construction noises or traffic on the bridge prior to it collapsing.
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SUMMARY OF WITNESS INTERVIEW
CONCERNING THE 1-35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE

INTERVIEWEE: Tou Nou Thao, Passenger on the Minneapolis Queen

INTERVIEWER: Officer Thomas Hendrickson, Minneapolis Police Department

DATE: 8-8-2007

LOCATION: Image Sensing Systems Inc.
1600 University Ave West
St. Paul, MN

The interviewee was a passenger on the Minneapolis Queen, a passenger carrying
paddleboat that was in the area of the I-35W Bridge at the time it collapsed.

Mr. Thao stated that he was standing at the rail on the lower deck neat the
stairway, eating when he heard a loud noise like thunder. He then heard the other
passengers talking in an alarmed fashion, he looked up, saw a land cloud of dust in the
middle of the bridge, and the saw the North section of the bridge fall. Mr. Thao indicated
that he took 3 pictures of the bridge after it fell on his cell phone, indicating that the
quality of the pictures were poor. Mr. Thao was not aware of any construction noises or
traffic on the bridge prior to it collapsing.
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ISTH-35W Brldge Collapse Interview Questionnaire

-Date of Interview: C(JS /&l 07 | Time: 3 ; 20 p m
Interviewer: : Sﬂ Ch S La fl‘gj PT) FBT

DRIVER

Driver’ s'License Number: State: m/\/

‘ white
" Full Nam/éhnc/ Lee TrthﬂQl‘A -

Full Addres:

. ‘Telephone - Home: Work: Cell_

- Aompliance-with DE restrictions: Glassés, efc YES NO NA

SeaqPosition: - Front Seat lf)n'ver | Center nght
) . Middle Seat Left Center Righ
Rear Seat Left Center Rirht

Bus obcypants see diagram

Ejectpd: YESNNO

‘ _Szifetr‘ Equipment used: Belts: - LAP ~“SHOULDER BOTH
Trangported to Hospital ~ YESNNO  Mialkin Hospital
What]Ambulance Service:
Natute of Injury (Circle):

A - Incapacitgting injury —broRe bones hospitalized, seyere cuts
- inability to performagask they could do béfore i mjury

3

B n—mcapacxtatmg injury -  Cuts, briises, scrapes

C Complaint of injury with no obvious injury vidible

A

ain where you were on the bridge ~(direction of travel SB], which lang;
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What other vehicles or people were around you? (Color, make, model, description), what
were they doin

600‘3{\ gg@uw;l on )Ow/hc Brulgg Cthey Cars Were 57%9"”/
30 JooK . |

What did you see, feel, hear, and smell relative to the crash? (Please ask for specifics if
a sensation is described — movement left to right, forward and back, up or down etc.)

on 'Wﬁ" gfa&% ’otb/q*{ Bril‘%') ‘-"hf""'orl‘vtw/ Seuw Conter Sﬁn 4 FGr
Saw White mmi-ven { Ral SParts Cur Failinpo River $SMK,

-What Vehicle were youwin? :
Make ~—Muodet \Year - Color
: ~ Owner:

Insurance Company:;

Policy Number:

- Who else was in the vehicle withyou? - NA (Name, address, phone, DOB)
P Seat Position (See above)  Injurcd? YES NO

- Seat Position (See above 0 -
A3.' 0
4. NO
5. . Seat Positioﬂ (See above NO
6. Séat Position (See above)

.Additional notes/comments:

See Vol Mparatine 8D
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i DeppT

.-

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 08/13/2007

ard-ihite, born_ Minnesota

was interviewed at her
inneapolis, MN, 55414, cellular
telephone number After being advised of the
identity of the interviewing agent and the nature of the interview,
White provided the following information to the below listed
special agent:

Nancy Lee Tr
Drivers Li mber

residence,

On August 1, 2007, at about 6:00pm, White was alone,
driving south bound in t+he far right lane on the 10th street
bridge. While driving, White looked off to her right (west) and
saw the center part of the 35W bridge fall straight down. White
did not hear anything or feel any unusual vibration before she saw
the collapse. White was looking at the center span collapse at a
bit of an angle. Using a bridge diagram provided by the
interviewing agent, White described the center span as the bridge

portion between pier 6 and pier 7.

White stopped her car at a spot strailght across from the
now fallen center span. While stopping, White saw the south end of
the bridge fall two or three quick stages. It was like a "bending
£all” towards the river. White saw this fall from an angle to her
right.

_ White got out of her car and observed that the northern
portion of the bridge had collapsed at some point, but she did not
see this portion actually fall.

During the collapse, White saw a white minivan traveling
south fall into the river nose first and quickly sink. White also
saw a red sports car fall from the east side of the bridge and sink
fast in the river.

After things settled a bit, White saw a pick up truck
roll north from the south end of the bridge to a lower level of the
collapse. White heard nothing for 5 to 10 seconds, then began
hearing cries for help. White did not notice any smoke OF dust
come up from the collapse. After a short time, White noticed that
s "Tasty" semi truck was beginning to burn.

Investigation on 08/08/2007 = Minneapolis, MN

File # 308H-MP-69278 Date dictated

by SA Christopher V. Langert
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FD-302a (Rev. 10-6-93)

308H-MP-69278

on 08/08/2007 . Page Z

Continuation of FD-302 of Nancy Lee Tronsgard-White

White took a 15 second cell phone video of first
responders. White's nushand arrived on the 10th Street bridge
about 20 minutes after the collapse and took several digital photos

of the rescue efforts.
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- ISTH-35W Bridge Collapse Interview Questionnaire

-Date of Interview: S)/ (g)/ 07 | Time: g 'OO P m
morioner: S Christopher |, Langer‘!‘ F8T

o _
. Dﬁver’s'Licensc Nu “State: m N
o froc Fredeich -
ollen oer

QEMW YES NO_-NA

~ Seat Position: ~ Front Seat 'f["')river | Center
: - Middle Seat eft Center
Co- S Rear Seat Left Centg
o Bus ocewpants see diagram
~ Ejected: YES "NO : "
_ Safety Equipment used:  “Belts: - FAP SHOULDER B
: Transported to Hospital YES (¥ Walk-in Hospltal

What Ambulance Service:

Nature of Injury (Circle):

A Incapacjtating injury — brokeink ones, hospitalized, sevéye cuts
: An inability to perform a task they could do befoye mjury
s

B Nn—mcapacxtatmg injury ~  Cuts, bruise,scrapes

C Complaint of injury with no obvious injury visibh

Please explaipAvhere you were on the bridge —(direction of travel [NB SB], whish lans

refer o bridge diagram):
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- d;g.@ 90&#‘2 e xeelleny Uf.ewJ eLe,un-cl it S w COMPP‘é
- Bridge,
B What other vehicles or people were around you? (Color, make, model, description), what

were they doing? W\ 0BG uy Qr\. Amm @ I%CU S, 57—, ﬂa’h? 570
$oew some Vemeles Drivie ¢f © are, feding () |

What did you see, feel, hear, and smell relative to the crash? (Please ask for specifics if
a sensation is described — movement left to right, forward and back, up or down etc.)

_ , See patwative - W\)W Q%‘\”‘Wbp——d&—&t—i‘%’?‘f
. , e\ ¥
cors love Sond ke Doy Uy gorms °%% looked LP~Saw

ent e evint” From eleugi g
| Bridae Rey S 1o o5, Psrrion |
‘What vehicle were you in? * :

-——

Make
Plate:

Model Year  Color
Owner: ' '

Insurance Company: Policy Number:

- Who else was in the vehicle with you? one, DOB)
1. YES NO
2. YES NO
3. YES NO
4. Injured? \YES NO
5. . Seat Position (See above)  Injured?

_Seat Position (See above)  Injured?

_Additional notes/comments:
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FD-302 (Rev. 10-6-95)

-1-

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of franscription 08/08/2007

ssor Bruce Wollenberg, cellular telephone number
was interviewed in the office of fellow University
of Mlnnesota ofM) professor, Dr. Massoud Amin, 1300 South Second

Street, Minneapolis, MN. After peing advised of the identity of
the interviewing agent and the nature of the interview, Wollenberg
provided the following information to the below listed special
agent:

Oon Rugust 1, 2007, at 6:00pm, Professor Bruce Wollenberg
had just finished a meeting with Dr. Amin, another Electrical and
Computer Engineering Professor at the UofM, and Gary Smaby. Dr.
Amin and Professor Wollenberg remained in Dr. Amin's office after
+the meeting. [Agent note: The view from Dr. Amin's office provides
an almost unobstructed and elevated view of a large portion of the
Highway 35W bridge from the south west corner of the bridge.]

A few minutes after the meeting, Wollenberg was sitting
at a small table, facing out a north east facing window that
overlooked the 35W Bridge. Wollenberg heard a loud sound, like
that of a dump truck going over a large bump. Wollenberg looked up
and saw the south end of the bridge bending down towards the river.
Tt took about 1 to 2 seconds for this portion of the bridge to stop
pending. At the same time as this portion was bending, the portion
of the bridge just north of the bending part, fell down and out of
sight. A couple of cars driving north either could not stop oOr did
not realize what was happening and drove past where the bridge was
bending and "down the dip" and out of sight.

Right after the south portion fell, the south end of the
main span (the span between piers 6 and 7 on the provided diagram)
began to fall. The entire bridge portion between piers 6 and 7
fell south to north, snapping off right at pier 7. It took about 3
to 5 seconds for all of this to happen.

At this point, pier 7 was still standing and the bridge
north of pier 7 was still standing. For a moment Wollenberg
thought it might be over, but then the bridge portion between piers
7 and 8 fell and pier 7 guickly bent north. At this same time, the

next bridge portion north of pier 8 bent south toward the river.

Investigation on 08/08/2007 at Minneapolis, MN

File ¢ 308H-MP-69278 Date dictated

by

SA Christopher V. Langert
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FD-302a (Rev. 10-6-95)

308H-MP-69278

.on 08/08/2007  .Page ___2._

Centinuation of FD-302 of Bruce Wollenberg

A1l along the collapse, thick gray dust with an orangish
tint rose up. The entire collapse took between 6 and 8 seconds.
Wollenberg tried to call 911 but could not get through. Wollenberg

drove home about 6:40 pm.
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SUMMARY OF WITNESS INTERVIEW
CONCERNING THE 1-35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE

INTERVIEWEE: Erik Wood, Passenger on the Minneapolis Queen

INTERVIEWER: Jennifer L. Morrison, NTSB - Office of Highway Safety

DATE: 8-8-2007

LOCATION: Image Sensing Systems Inc.
1600 University Ave West
St. Paul, MN

The interviewee was a passenger on the Minneapolis Queen, a passenger carrying
paddleboat that was in the area of the I-35W Bridge at the time it collapsed.

Mr. Wood stated that he had received a phone call from his babysitter and had
gone up onto the right side of the upper deck of the boat to talk to her in private. At the
time of the collapse he was talking on his cell phone, facing toward the bridge when he
observed a newer model tan minivan hovering in the air. Mr. Wood then stated that the
South side of the bridge fell down, the lanes rotated towards him, and then the collapsing
of the bridge progressed to the North. He heard a thunder-like rumble with metal
creaking as the bridge fell. Mr. Wood was not aware of any construction noises and
could not see of hear the vehicle traffic on the bride prior to it collapsing.
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SUMMARY OF WITNESS INTERVIEW
CONCERNING THE 1-35W BRIDGE COLLAPSE

INTERVIEWEE: Jessica Wood, Passenger on the Minneapolis Queen
INTERVIEWER: Sgt. Thomas Stiller, Minneapolis Police Department

DATE: 8-8-2007
LOCATION:  cemmemmmemeeeeee

The interviewee was a passenger on the Minneapolis Queen, a passenger carrying
paddleboat that was in the area of the I-35W Bridge at the time it collapsed.

Mrs. Wood stated that she was standing on the lower level of the boat, on the
front deck just behind Becky D. and Lisa Chubb. She was looking at the span of the
bridge South of the river. She indicated that she witnessed that section of the bridge twist
and rotate toward her, adding that it sounded like a very loud airplane. Mrs. Wood then
described the middle section falling as one piece followed by the North side of the bridge
breaking and forming a “V”. Mrs. Wood was not aware of any construction noises but
could see and hear vehicle traffic moving slowly on the bride prior to it collapsing.
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