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ACCIDENT: 

Location: 
Date: 
Time: 
Airplane: 

DCA-94-MA-076 

Aliquippa, Pennsylvania 
September 8, 1994 
1904 Eastern Daylight Time 
Boeing 737-300, N513AU 

B. WITNESS SUB-GROUP 

The sub-group met at the on-site command post on September 9 
through 15, 1994. The following group members participated in 
the investigation: 

Chairman: 

Members: 

Beverley Johnson 
National Transportation Safety Board 
Washington, D.C. 20594 

Malcolm Brenner, Ph.D. 
National Transportation Safety Board 
Washington, D.C. 20594 

Jodi Reeves 
National Transportation Safety Board 
Chicago, IL 

Kimberly Petrone 
Association of Flight Attendants 
USAir 
Pittsburgh, PA 

Patrick Forrey 
National Air Traffic Control Association 
Cleveland, OH 

Robert Surnwalt 
Air Line Pilots Association 
USAir 
Pittsburgh, PA 



C. SUMMARY 

On September 8, 1994, at 1904 Eastern Dayli9ht time USAir 
flight 427, a Boeing 737-300, N513AU, crashed whlle maneuvering 
to land at Pittsburgh International Airport, Pittsbur9h, 
Pennsylvania. The airplane was being operated on an lnstrument 
flight rules (IFR) flight plan under the provisions of Title 14, 
Code of Federal Regulation (CFR), Part 121, on a regularly 
scheduled flight from Chicago-O'Hare International Airport, 
Chicago, Illinois, to Pittsbur9h. The airplane was destroyed by 
impact forces and fire near Ahquippa, Pennsylvania. All 132 
persons on board the airplane were fatally injured. 

D. DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION 

The sub-group interviewed by telephone or in person over 100 
witnesses referred to them by police, Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), and USAir authorities and those individuals 
who contacted the NTSB on-site command post. Members attempted 
to contact witnesses identified in media reports, and visited 
locations near the accident site to solicit additional 
eyewitnesses. Six eye witnesses were children between the a9es 
of 5 and 11, and some of the remaining adults had some aviatlon 
background. 

Eight signed witness statements are included in this report 
as Attachment 1. An additional four witness statements that were 
prepared by committee members, and were chosen because of their 
detail or location, are included as Attachment 2. The location 
of these witnesses with regard to the fli9ht path and accident 
site are shown in Attachment 3. The remalning witness 
information will be included in the public docket to be opened in 
Washington, D.C. 

A compilation of witness information on several issues is as 
follows. 

Witnesses generally agreed in describing the airplane as 
first being in level fllght, then encountering an u~set period 
with possible rolling motion, and finally encounterlng a steep 
descent or dive ending with impact. None of the witnesses 
observed the actual impact because of obstruction from terrain 
and trees. Many witnesses observed the airplane during the dive 
period, but other witnesses described the routine and upset 
period as well. 

1) Weather 

All witnesses indicated the weather was clear and sunny. 



2) Traffic 

No witnesses reported air traffic near the accident 
aircraft, including other aircraft, balloons, birds or other 
objects. 

However, five witnesses had reported bird activity the 
previous evening and the morning of the accident, ranglng from 
flocks of $eese to black birds. Six witnesses reported a small 
single englne aircraft shortly after the impact of USAir 427. 

3) Objects departing from the aircraft 

One witness, age 6, reported seeing a small piece fall from 
the tip of the left wing in flight. All other witnesses reported 
the aircraft intact to the best of their knowledge and did not 
observe any objects falling from the accident aircraft. 

4) Aircraft Attitude 

The vast majority of witnesses provided accounts of the 
accident aircraft durln$ the final seconds of the flight. Thirty 
one witnesses characterlzed the aircraft as bein$ in a nose-down 
vertical attitude. Ei$ht witnesses stated the alrcraft was 
s~inning or spiraling ln the vertical stage of flight. Twenty 
SlX witnesses reported the aircraft in either a left bank or 
ri~ht bank just prior to the vertical stage of flight, with the 
maJority reporting a left bank. 

Eight witnesses re~rted first seeing the accident aircraft 
in level flight, with elght other witnesses stating the aircraft 
began a steep climb attitude prior to the aircraft entering a 
vertical descent. Two witnesses reported the aircraft inverted 
just prior to the descent. 

5) Sound 

Various sounds were heard by witnesses durin$ different 
stages of the flight of USAir 427. During the inltial upset, a 
number of witnesses reported that they heard a brief surge of 
power, surging, popping or revving. This period was reported to 
be followed by silence and then the dive. 

6) Fire/Smoke 

One witness reported seeing smoke coffilng from an area just 
in front of the right wing. 



ATTACHMENT 1 

SIGNED WITNESS STATEMENTS 



FUD PlCCIRit.t.I -
PlT Huvy Mdntencnce t:til:1 ty 

Stattmen~ Riven co ~rlrl H~chikA, Sacreta~y - ~a3vy H41~~MnKnCf on PridAy, ,,,,,4, at 
8:38 am iu the ~aar 15 Confcreuce loom. 

• Mr. Piccirilli wia ot• the Hopewell Youth SQ~c•r field, located ll~ milR (straiaht 1~ftl) 
from cbe craQh 11ta. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

At ~~~ro2~ately 7•0! p~ Mr. Ptci:i~li heard che arow1'~1 no1ee of an ai~~~a!t cnaine 
(like if it wAa powe:1n& up tc take off), 

nr. P1e1r1llt looked l.lp end u" the dreu!:t :U~::.na horiz~;~ntally in a northwest 
direction (a"•ay fr~1 th• new urmin.al). Aircrdt looked intact •.•• uo nolr.e or 
fire ••• just the ar~rlifig of enaines li~e if the pilot vas tryiAI to f&£~ 1peet, 

Suddenly, ~h• rtaht 111h1 of aircrarc dippe;! to ri&ht and airc:nft pointed etr4;1&ht 40wl'l 
(eomp1et.l1 ".rtical). l1r. l'1cc1r1l.ll sutad th&t 1t almQ,t looltad like the p:tlot j!Jit 
fi1~id10 tO t;\ll'tJ. the ai I:'C:t&ft into tba lf0~nd 1 pOUibly tQ &VOid C&UJiilll mere·· CQSU&l.thS. 
Otl the arQ\ti1G. This 1il just • faalins he had . 

From Mr. P1ec1rilli 1c vi~vpoin~ h• ~oul6 li• th& entire belly of the &1ro:&lt. Tbe 
/bell)' looked l:!.ke it ,as branc£ naw, vwrt C:lcan. Bl noted the l.&ncUna aaar ¥&8 not 
extended, !bought ~q u" a t&:f.l number of 521 or 512, but 'i• noc c:o~bUl)' ture. 

Th~ airer•ft •e~rtad to ~~rn slowly to the left while ttill in a complete vartical 
position • 

Mr. Pia~irilli chen oboa~e({ c r•ddhh/¥U)'::Oih/browc.:l.ah (aort of rutt color) 11110ka 
co::ing from vhae &j)pl•.ane1 to be ~l.llt 1n fro~t of the r1Jht wing,, .not the •:~~Lnes or 
rl~g itnlt ••• eomir.g !J'Cct bod1 of the aircraft right in front: of l"isbt vina. tha flaps 
on wi!Ji• leoked liM -;hey were in the ily!u, po;ition • 

M•- Piecirilli did n~·1: ace acc~o~al ilUVIICt, bowe.vu, be: heard a ddl thuo wbau :Lt 
hit ... aav lots of lmc:·k•· ... no h:!.&h flames ... just guy/bla~k no1c.• :t.n a mushroom cloud 
fcrmatt11n. ll•t di.ll. n;t: 1'\ur an expl.os;l.gn, ju;t a 4ull thuc!. Th41 anU.ra time lapae fr~~ 
Uut eiabtin:i, th1 aixc:.uft to the im~act was al)proximatdy 20 to JO .. conds, maybe • 
lUtle 1e ... 

Mr. 'P.ieei:ill:l 1111mittllatel1 tried 
vera al~aady blockin$ tbe roada. 
child ran, 

to S•t to the t1te to sea if he could htlp, but people 
He re;u:ned to tht aoccer titlQ to pick up h15 

Mr. P1e~iri1l~ ttatac! thee the p~lice, med~;al, and em•raeucy pattQCDel arrived almca' 
ill::ltdiately · He vu a.mazed at their effona and uicl everyone did -not ntm co:~cerned 
for tb•ir own aafety et the t1me, they all ju•t wantad to lit cba;e and hllp as soon &I 
the;r could. 

Tll'ie ttata~"t \1~.& cun•:e:-ibcd trom tr.v 
nota a a6 t:llay vue wr1tt;-en o"' 9/9/94 .·' 

1 have read tht abova •~tement a~t 
1 asr•• it 1• eu ac~:1n-ate. cra-s:iptt;·n 

c! the, ecaeem•n.:.% 1:0 K.aren .1Uc:h1k.a. 
on 9/S· 

TOTAL P.02 
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ATTACHMENT2 

WITNESS INFORMATION SUMMARIZED BY COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
THROUGH TELEPHONE OR IN-PERSON INTERVIEWS 
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ATTACHMENT3 

LOCATION OF WITNESSES WITH REGARD TO FLIGHT PATH 
AND ACCIDENT SITE 






