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National Transportation Safety Board 

Telephone Memorandum 

Date: November 15,2001 

Person Interviewed:------- ------------

Present: Norm Miller, Witness Group 

Subject: DCA02MA001, Witness Interview 

-----------------witnessed the subject accident and was interviewed by a witness group member 
---- ------------. During the conversation he stated: 

He was sitting at the Sunset Diner, when he looked up after hearing a “loud roar” and a loud 
“muffled engine sound.” The airplane appeared to be trying to climb when it suddenly “flopped, 
nose down.” The left engine then separated and the airplane began a slight corkscrew. The 
airplane traveled downward into the buildings. 

---------------- stated he did not observe any fire coming from the airplane 
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, 
(cell), was interviewed outside 

Boulevard, Apt. 3 B ,  ephone number _I 

190 137th Street, B---------------w York. After being advised of 
the identity of the interviewi#g Agent and the purpose of the 
interview,---------provided th? following i 

31-16 Rockaway Beach 

I 7 (home) and----

I 
I She was in her -------n she heard a noise like a 
-------T looked out her window and 
------- straight down towards the 
kscrewing as it was going down. 

big plane outside her wind 
observed a plane with its 

The plane was als 

also saw some part of the plane -------- from the rest of the body 
but she is not sure which part1 
when the plane hit the ground. 

observed sparks and some fire coming from the plane. She 

------- only heard a big explosion / . -  

I - 
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National Transportation Safety Board 

Telephone Memorandum 

Date: March 14, 2002 

Person Interviewed:--------------------

Present: Luke Schiada, Witness Group 

Subject: DCA02MA001, Witness Interview 

------------witnessed the subject accident and was interviewed by a witness group member via 
-----------e. During the conversation, he stated: 

He was standing on Beach 1 30th Street and Rockaway Beach Boulevard, with-----------------
--------- -------------- noticed the airplane first, and when Mr. Vane looked up, he noticed the 
---------------- ------ -ank, with fire coming from the wing near the engine. He began to run and 
did not observe the airplane further. He did report hearing a loud “crackling” noise and he did 
not see any parts falling from or around the airplane during his observation. 

----------- estimated he observed the airplane for about 3 or 4 seconds. 
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---,--------, Rockaway Beach, New ----------terviewed at his 
ure of the interview, he provided 
of the identities of the 

, New York 
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------------- -------

Belle Harbor, N.Y --
1 , " '  

, . .. . .  .. . 
' . . . . ,  " . . I . .  ' 

National Transport 
Northeast Kegiona 
2001 Route 46, Suite 504 
Parsippany, N.J. 07054 
Att: Luke Schiada 

Dear Mr. Schiada: 

In response to your request, the following is 

I was standing on my back deck and hea 
thought it was a Concorde.) I looked up and I Si 

ascending. The plane was traveling southwest. I 
exploded in a ball of fire followed by black smoke 
did not notice any plane parts fall off prior to the t 
side of the plane. 

The plane definitely exploded in the air ' 

the beach block on 125th Street. . 

I called the police department, FBI and ' 
couple of hours of the incident and took my state 
NTSB. Please excuse my late reply. 

---------
-----
1694 

. I  , 3 .  W 4 

. -  
- 

January 10,2001 

Re: Belle Harbor plane crash 

the loud sound of a low flying plane. (I 
I a plane flying lower that usual and it was 
served the plane for several seconds until it 
I saw debris falling after the black smoke. I 
plosion. My vantage point was from the left 

liie it wag ascending. J live in the middle o r  

TSB. The FBI came to my house within a 
:nt. I gave a statement over the phone to the 

Very truly yours, 
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--- chiro----------
--------------n, NY, 
advised of the identity of the 
nature of the interview, he prc 

------was in his car 
on the wa-------eir Rockaway s 
plane moving southbound. As th 
observed that the plane had dr 
small particles. Then a larger 
"drifted" down. The plane was 
right side of the plane droppe 
The plane rotated on its axis 
plane then nosed down and fell 
saw smoke from the ground. 

----- never heard 
near the ------ 

an 
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(DOB-- SSAN #--
---------------, Brooklyn, NY, 
ffice 9 Plaza Street, Garden 
--, was contacted. After being 
nterviewing agent and of the 
ided the following information: 

rith his seven year old daughter 
mer house when they observed the 
exited the toll plaza, they 

)ped something that appeared to be 
)iece of "sheet metal" fell and 
.ill moving forward. Then, the 
and the right engine was smoking. 

) that the right wing dipped. The 
)ut of his view. Moments later he 

explosions and observed nothing 

NY (telephonically) 
+ 

Date dictated 11 - 12 - 0 1 
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Date: November 20, 2001 

Person interviewed: --------------

Subject: DCA02MA001, Witness Interview 

------------ witnessed the subject accident and was 
-------------on, he stated: 

He was on the beach near 40th Street and observl 
about 45 degrees, The wings leveled for a “fractic 
appeared to “burst into flames” and “break into tw 
fuselage from the wings forward, and the tail secti 
toward the ground and he observed a fireball. He 
airplane. 

nal Transportation Safety Board 

Uelephone Memorandum 

ontacted by the Safety Board. During our 

the accident airplane with its left wing down 
of a second” and then the airplane 

pieces.” The two pieces encompassed the 
1 aft of the wings. The two pieces then fell 
id not hear any sounds associated with the 

Luke Schiada 
Air Safety Investigator 
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Deputy Superinteiiderrt 

Martin Weirlsteiii 
Deputy Superiiitaideiit 

January 8,2002 

Luke Schiada 
National Transportation Safety Board 
2001 Route 46, Suite 504 
Parsippany, NJ 07054 

Dear Mr. Schiada, 

In response to your letter to me of January 2, 
crash of American Airlines flight 587 on November 

I 
Steven S .  Greeiiberg, President 

Coiniiiuiiifij Schoo 1 Board 

20Q2, relative to my observations of the 
12,2001, I am noting for the record, 

observed planes usually fly. There appeared to be flames and smoke emanating from the 

to impact. 
4 

-- 

337 
_ ~ _ _  ___. __ 







WEINSTOCK, JOSEPH, KLATSK 
ATTORNEYS AT 

140-06 ROCKAWAY B 
BELLE HARBOR, NEW - 

ISRAEL WEINSTOCK 
PETER A. JOSEPH 
JAMES KLATSKY 
JEFFREY M. SCHWARTZ 
ROD E. KOVEL 
JAMES P. KAY 

National Transportation Safety Board 
2001 Route 46, Suite 504 
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054 

Att: Mr. Luke Schiada 
Air Safety Investigator 

American Airlines Flight 587 Crash in Bt Re: 

Dear Mr. Schiada: 

Four agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigatic 
and Jason DeMartino, have already interviewec 
observed on November 12,2001 with respect to 

I first heard the sound of an airplane that set 
therefore went to the window to see how low the 
observed several blocks east of my home wa: 
position heading straight down. 

I did not observe any parts separating or falling 
smoke or fire coming out of the plane. I observ 
before it disappeared into the area lower than th 
final view of the airplane was that of the fuselag 

I thereupon rari to the scene of the crash and ob: 
in huge flames. It spread to adjoining homer 
instructions of a non-uniformed police officer, 
knocked on peoples homes to alert them to thc 
evacuate their homes. 

& SCHWARTZ, LLP 
W 
W H  BLVD. 
OM 11694 
fb 

10 EAST 40M STREET-25” FLOOR 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10010 
NOT FOR SERVICE OF PAPERS OR M I L  

November 26,200 1 

, including Special Agents Joe Vastano 
ne. I again summarize herein what I 
e American Airlines tragedy. 

led to be right above my rooftop. I 
ilane was flying. Unfortunately, what I 
lie fuselage of a plane in its vertical 

+ 

-om the airplane; I did not observe any 
I the plane for only a matter of seconds 
*ooftops across the street from me. My 
leading towards the ground. 

Ted the remnants of the plane engulfed 
3n Beach 131St Street. Following the 
ogether with a number of other people 
janger of fire and requesting that they 

-s 

------y ------- --- ---------
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----------------, At 
NISONOFF a----------------, 14 
Harbor, (Queens), New York, te 
interviewed at his place of bu 
T. Vastano, Federal Bureau of 
NYO) , and SA Jason L. DeMartin 
the identity of the interviewi 
interview---------- provided t 

--------- advised th 
morning of---------01.- -------
noise which he recogni---------
stated that he looked out his 
airplane flying nose down and 
--------- stated that he did n 
---------it was descending toh 
that he did not see any flames 
not hear an explosion. 

File # 

SA Joseph T. Vastano 
by SA Jason L .  DeMartino 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

- - 1 -  - 
AU OF INVESTIGATION 
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torney, WEINSTOCK, JOSEPH, KLATSKY, 
3-06 Rockaway Beach Blvd, Belle 
lephone number I--, was 
siness by Special Agent (SA) Joseph 
Investigation, New York Office (FBI- 
2 ,  FBI-NYO. After being advised of 
ng Agents and the nature of the 
ne following information: 

2t he was at his office on the 
--- stated that he hea---------- loud 
--w flying aircraft. --------- 
2ffice window and saw --------
leading towards the ground. 
2t notice if the aircraft had any 
2rds the ground. --------- stated 
coming from the a---------nd he did 

New York . 

Date dictated 

he FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
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Dale 01 Ofig Repan 

Complainanl s Name . LasI, First. M I 

Dale Assigned 
11/12/01 

- 
AidERICAN AIRL1LE.S - 15 

Last Name, First,  M i 
."- 

Address, lnciude 

$ t Home Telephone I Business Telephone I Posilion / Relalionship 

T o w  No 01 Wanlsd Airerled Weapon Describe Weapon j l l  Iirearm. glve 
Perptlralors 

Used 0 Possessed 
' Wanled AlieSlCd Larl Name. FlrSl M I 

Age neigh1 Weigh1 Eye Color Hati Color 
0 0  - Sex Race Dale 01 Blrlh 

0 z 
c. I I I P I 1  

I" 

g 0 E Y ~ W ~ S  0 Sunglasses . Ciolhinp Descriplion. 

City. Slate Zip Apl No PER? I 

I Sex I Race I Dale 01 Birth Age PERP 2 

color make calinle. lype model. elc I 

Addre l l .  Include Cily Slale Zip Apl No Res. PcI 

16 
Hair tenglh Facial Hair NYSlD NO CHOICE 

CHOiCE 

- 
a 
2 

Nickname, F I I S I  Name, Alia5 scare, Marks, -2 
' wanled Arresled LarlName. F I I S I  M I 

D O  
Sea Race Dale 01 Birlh 

z 

E 0 Eyeglasses ~un9lasses Ciolhing Desciiplion. 
Nickname. Firs1 Name Alias Scars ,,, , Elc 

(Conrinoe In "Derails J 18 

AREA WITHIN BOX FOR OEIECTIVE/UTENT FINGERPRINT OFFICER ONLY. THIS BOX WILL BE u n L i z E c ,  
- FULLY COMPLETED WHEN USING THIS FORM TO CLOSE A CASE "NO RESULTS." 
Camp In1ervlcwcd I n  Pelson By Phone Dale 

Witness lnlewiewcd In Person By Plione Dale 

Tlms Refulls Sam8 

, O Y e s O N o  O , ,  0 

0 
I tme Refulls Same 

0 Yes 0 NO 0 

B Y  INVESTIGATOR WHENEVER POSSIBLE AND MUST BE CH;ICE 

CHOICE d as Comp Repon . Dillcicnl (Explain in Details) 

as Comp Report . Oil lcrenl  (Explain in DelailS) 

0 0 

0 0 



Care NO 

11/12/01 
Unll Reporllnp 

075 SOD 



L 

k 

001 t h e  U/S receiv--- -- ---------- a ----
Prornenade a p t  .--------------y, s t - - - - -
ou t  h i s  window a-- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - a l  dow 
after - i t - h i t L /  rashed, a l o t  of smoke. 



Social Security #:---Home Phone: ----
Employed By: c\0.qvW33 &r ,u\ Work Pha 

Employers Address: '3. cLk p\(MA <\io, # 1 y Emp.ID# 

Work.Hours: 

FALSE STATEMENTS MADE H E m I N  ARE PUNISHABLE 
.45 OF THE ------------

Signature"ofPerson 

Print Name 

Witness Tune Statement Cor 

lved in, an incident or crime that 

at (Time) %'y - F(0 A.k., 

IS A CLASS A MISDEMEANOR 
-- ---------------L LAW. 

- - ---- - - - - - -
%king Statement 

i v 3  
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Rugust/2000 and assigned to JFK 
One New York Avenue Newark, N . J .  

Date of transcription 1 1 / 12 / 0 1 

airport. HSI offi--------------d 
07105, telephone ---

- - ------dioed HSI at building 
--------S then called his girlfriend-

I 

14 to-----------lane just crashed. 
----------- from ----- 

1 i49-NY-280669 
i e t .  Martin F. Mahon, NYO JTTF 

11, !let. Paul Dotzler, PAPD 

1 1 1 \ . \ 1 1 ! ! . 1 1 1 0 l 1  on 11/12/01 
I 

Ddte dictated 11 / 12 / 0 1 
,J,@~,-&? 

A 

343 I I I I \  t l o L u I i i c n t  ~oiitai~is  neither recoininendations nor conclusions of the F I .  It 19 the property of the FBI and IS loaned to yclur agency; 
II .i11(1 II\ ionwiits are not to be distributed outside your agency. " 
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construction to rap it up for 
construction det---------------
project manager,---------------
-----to building 269 to speak 

2 , o n  11/12/01 ,Page __ 

he day, and then all, HSI, ASA's on 
d back to building 1--- ----
------, then brought--------- and 
o the PAPD. 
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THE PORT AUTHORITY OF NY & bJ 
One Path Plaza, Jersey City, N. J. 07306 TEL. EXT. (201)963-7111 

POLICE CRIMINAL COMPLAIN 
NON CRIMINAL INCIDENT REPORT ~ o ~ ~ ~ w - u p  REPORT 1 

Complainant's Address 

DETAILS: 

31. Reference is made to a11 reports and memorandums this case file. 

---------------- -- -------
------------ -----------

--------------- is an airport security agent (ASA) for Haynes Securi:y Incorporated (HIS), a position he 
---- ----- ----- August / 2000, assigned to JFK Airport. HIS is locz,ted at One New York Avenue, Newark 
New Jersey, 07105, telephone -----

)3.-------------------states on 11/12/01, he was at worlc at about 
------------------as to relieve six different guards located at 
Minutes. ------------rrived at the Tully Construction Site at 
on runwa-- ---- ----roach, to relieve ASA ------------------- 
were Bell-Air Corporation, Hellmann's Electric 
in his HIS van on runway 4R, facing south, 

to construction relief. 
construction sites for a period of fifty 

0905 hours, which was located 

----------- was sitting 
sites w----------- -hat area 

and it began to wobble three to four times. It was something he n ver saw before. ------------hen saw an 

the back. One was big and dark; the other was much smaller. Frob the ti------------------- first saw the 
plane, to the time he saw the fire was approximately six to seven Seconds.----------------then states the 

orange fire underneath the aircraft in the vicinity of the landing g 3 ar and then two large objects fall out of 

plane began to nosedive, corkscrewing to the left approximately 

------------urther reports that the fire was visible from the 
---------- he realized it was an Ameyan Airlines plane 

times -------- --------he ground. 

tlie aircraft the whole time. It was at 
colors on the fuselage. -----------

sates n /a/ 
\rrestmg/lnvestigating Officer Shield Number 2 17 12 
let. Paul P. Dotzler 11/12/01 87 

1 
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plane preceded to spiral downwz 
angle. 

----- lost sight of t 
-------und.------ kept his eye: 
-------- view of the aircraft be 
City--------partment House loc; 
------------ view became obstri 
----- advised that both wings 
still attached to the aircraft. 
pieces that had come off of thc 
port-side engine and the tail-j 

----- did not observc 
Jamaica Bay. ----- ------d that 
towards the ground.------, like1 
fin fell to the way a feather ( 

sa>- Tor c-----n, but the tail- 
fa13.1 rJq.  ------------ believes the ru( 

----- advised that h. 
walking on-----d Stree--------: 
observed the inciden-----------
- - - - - - - - - - - -lives on------------
-----.------ did not know the I 

------------ advised that hl 
accounts of the incident fro--
other resident observations.----
what he observed and is not in 

I 

,on 1 J - / 1 5 / 0 1  ,Page 2 

rd at virtually a ninety degree 

he aircraft prior to it impacting 
on the aircraft the whole time. 
came obstructed by the New York 
ted on 116th Street. Up until the 
cted by the building structure, 
nd the starboard-side engine were 
As he previously stated the only 
alrcraft to that point were the 
in. 

the tail-fin hit the water in - 
he did see the tail-fin "flutter" 
ed the manner in wh-----he tail- 
r a card may fall. ----- could not 
in w a s  in tact when he saw It 
der s t i  11 ax'iached. 

s wife's friend----------- was 
ning of the plan----------d also 
--------------------- 
------------------------------- 
!xact address. 

t had heard many conflicting 
:elevision and radio reports and 
- - - - - - - - - - account is based strictly on 
-----ced by any other accounts. 
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- - - - - - - - - - --------- dob- was intervie 
residence,------------------ --yn, NY, telephone----
The interv---------------ed A Steven F. Chapman--- - - - - - ------- 

D. ---- was 

investigating agent he provided the 

ifteen years by 
ter carrier 
n, telephone-

ed his car at the 
marina on Floyd Bennett Field Brooklyn, after which he headed 

ith a small 
bout thirty 

tting o f f  due to 
at and waved f o r  
a line to throw 

* 

He attempted to 

to the officers in the boat. ddenly one of the officers on the 

Thi-: N Y l ’ i )  boat i r r u  y left and headed o f f  in the 

. .. - 

I I l V C h t l f , i l l L ~ l l  011 11 / 12 / 0 1 

I L t l C  dlCldILJ 
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---------------------
---------------------

telephone number---
Richard J. Shaw. After being a 
interviewing agent and the nat 
provided the following informa 

On the morning of No 
employed by Capezzano Construc 
----- w------------- roof o 
New York. ------------- advise 
and saw an airplane in flames 
------------- the plane lost i 
fall from the sky, while the a 
After watching the plane lose 
plane crash on impact causing 
the neighborhood. 

. I  

Investigation on 11 / 12 / 2 0 0 1 at Queens , 

File # 1 4  9A-NY - 2 8 0 6 6 9 

by SA Richard J.  Shaw:rjs 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of thr 
It aiid its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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--------------------L, DOB 
----, Brooklyn, New York, 
----s interviewed by Special Agent 
vi_sed of the identit---------
re of the interview,---------------
ion : 

ember 12, 2001,---------------
ion, telephone number- ---- 
457 124th Street, Belle Harbor, 
while on the roof he looked up 
verhead. According to 
' s  engine causing, the engine to 
rplane spiraled to the ground. 
ontrol-------------I heard the 
ebris to be scattered throughout 

Jew York 

Date dictated 1 1 / 14 / 2 0 0 1 

- 
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WITNESS QUESTIONAIRE 
Should you need more snace to write on, please use the other side of this page or 
request more paper from the moderator. 13e sure to number your answers. 

I 

--------------
Nanle---------- -- ----- Address - - - ----- --------------------- - - ----- ----

Telephone- E-Mail Addres 

1. Your Laication When You First Saw The Plane (Be specific) 

2. Which Direction Were You Looking When You First Saw Plane 
j d q  
l/d H j F  3. What First Drew Your Attention$f 

4. Which Direction Was The Plane Travelling 

5. Was The Plane Level /Ma If Not, Describe its Attitude%, /hd 
I 

6. Did You See Any Explosion, Smoke O r  Fire On The Plane? If so, Please Describe What 

You Saw - I 

7. How Long Did The Fire/Smoke Last 
z 

8. Did You See Debris Fall From The Plane? If Yes, Describe What You Saw A )  (3 

9. Did You See Debris In The Bay, The Ocean, On A Street Not At the Crash Site? If So, 

Identify The Debris And Where I t  Was Found A/ld 

I 
10. How Much Time Elapsed Between The Time Your First Saw The Plane an9When You 

11. Which Agencies Did You Report Your Account To "&JD 4d.f- 
12. Have You Personally Been Contacted by The NTSB or Any Other Agency? If So, 

Which Agcncy Contacted You 



WITNESS QUESTIONAIRE 
Should you need more space to write on, please use the other side of this page or 
request mare paper from the moderator. I3e sure to number your answers. 

Name-/'"!--- -- ------ --------- Address -------- - - - - -------------------------- - - - - - - -
-- --

Identify The Debris And Where It Was Found 

10. How Much Time Elapsed Between Thc Time Your First Saw The Plane and When You 

Either Lost Sight Of It, O r  it Crashed > - S-PCOV? ch 
11. Which Agencies Did You Report Your Account To /h9i;o~ 

12. Have You Personally Been Cointacted by The NTSB or  Any Other Agency? If So, 

Which Agency Contacted You 

t 14 //--Q~-( b ' b ~ / E  



National Transportation Safety Board 

Telephone Memorandum 

Date: July 30, 2002 

Person Interviewed:-------------------

Present: Luke Schiada, Witness Group 

Subject: DCA02MA001 , Witness Interview 

------ ------ resided at 125-12 Cronston Avenue, and had completed a witness questionnaire 
provided by a local newspaper, which indicated she observed the accident airplane. During our 
conversation, she stated: 

She was at home when the house “shook and she heard an “explosive” sound. She looked out 
a window, which faced to the south and observed “pieces of airplane” falling from the sky. 

------ ------- then went to her front door and observed the accident airplane just prior to impact. 
She was not certain if there was any smoke or fire coming from the airplane prior to the crash. 
She also did not remember the airplane’s attitude or any other details regarding the condition of 
the airplane prior to the impact and added that the airplane crashed “very quickly.” She 
estimated that about 5 seconds had elapsed from the time see first heard the explosion, until 
the time the airplane crashed. 



E-Mail Address 




