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Present: Luke Schiada, Witness Group 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 11 / 16 / 2 0 0 1 

---------, SSAN---- DOB---, residing at 
--------------------------------w Yor---------erviewed in the 
--------------------------------, DOB-------- at her residence. 
After being advised of the id-----y of the interviewing, agent and 
the purpose of the interview------ provided the following 
information regarding the crash of AMERICAN AIRLINES FLIGHT # 587: 

her personal vehicle in the vicinity of Beach 114 Street and Beach 
Channel Drive, Queens, New York with her children. She looked up 
and observed an aircraft tail and other aircraft parts tumbling 
through the air toward the bay. She noticed the blue and red 
American Airlines logo painted on the same. S-----en heard what ’’’* sounded like the SST Concord -----g overhead. ---- described the 
sound as metallic in nature. ---- believes that the tail fell into 
the bay in the vicinity of Beach Channel Drive and Wendy’s 
Restaurant. 

Sometime after 9 : 0 0  AM on 11/12/01,----- was operating 

----- son------- observed fire on the left (port) side of 279 the plane’s fuselage and also witnessed something falling from the 
same. a 

-Neither------------ or---------- witnessed the plane 
crash. 

- 

Investigation on 11 / 1 2  / 0 1 at Queens, New York 

File # 149A-NY-280669-302 -* \ Date dictated 11 / 1 5  / 0 1 
I 

by SA John S .  Janus 
f 

233 This document contams neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 

It is the property of the FBI and I S  loaned to your agency; 

f 2 7 9  
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 1 1 / 1 6 / 7 0 0 1 

----------------I, New York City Police Fitness 
Instructo-------------------, Staten Island, New York, home 
telephone number- ---- work telephone number-
----, date of birth---- Social Security a-------
number-- upon being advised of the identity of the - 
interv-------------- and the nature of the interview, provided the 
following information: 

_- 
--------- was driving on the Belt Parkway----------yn, 

New York o---------001, at approximately 9:15 a.m. --------- was 
approaching the Flatbush Avenue exit when he notice----------pter 
in the air above his car. While observing the helicopter, 
--------I noticed an airplane a few miles in the distance with 
--------t:; engines on fire. --------- stated that this was the 
left engine if one were observing the plane from the front. 
airplane was still climbing in the air as black and white smoke 
began to emerge from the engine. 
began to "teeter" back and forth. --------- noticed numerous 
people get out of their cars on Flatbu--------e in order to 
ohserve this plane. Soon thereafter,--------RI saw the plane 
dive down towards the ground, at which point his view was 
obscured. --------- moved his car and noticed a large area of 
smoke whic----------ves was the area of impact when the plane hit 

The 

The plane then leveled out arid 

the ground. 

I '  ---------- believes his total observation time of this - 
event was one to two minutes. 

Investigationon 21/15/2001 at Brooklyn, New York (telephonically) 



nducted a telephone interview 

- 
CASE 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 11 / 17 / 0 1 

--------------Z, dob:- home address------------
-------------------------mber: ----- work a--------
World Class Aquari----------------------------ooklyn, NY, 
-------------ber: ------ cellular telephone number: 
----- was--------------e identity of the interviewing 
-------------e nature of the interview. He provided the - 
following information: 

-------- advised that on the morning of 11/12/01 he was 
on a fish---------with two other men in Jamaica Bay in the 
vicinity of the Marine Park Bridge and Floyd Bennett Field. The 
--------n in -------t were -----------, telephone number: (0 
--- and ------’ father------------------ stated that----- 
------ may al------e witnessed the a---------rash. 

-------Z heard an explosion. He then looked in the 
direction of the explosion and saw the tail of an aircraft fall 
”off. He saw flames originating at the tail of the aircraft shoot 

’ through the aircraft. The aircraft continued to fly briefly, 
then it twisted and went straight down in the area of Beach 136th 
Street. :Pieces of the aircraft that had fallen off fell into 
Jamaica Bay. 

-------- said that there was a police boat on patrol at 
the time of the crash. The police boat was near the bridge 
moving fishing boats away from the bridge. They were in the 
process of assisting an Asian appearing man in a small boat that 
was disabled when the crash occurred. They headed towards the - 
crash after it happened. 

-------- drew a diagram of his position at the time of 
the crash-- ------agram was secured by the interviewing agents in 
a “1A” evidence envelope attached to this communication. 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and IS loaned to your agency; 
i t  aiid its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. 
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11/1 D31c (11 ~ l ~ i l l \ c t l ~ l l l ~ l l l  3/3001 - 

On 11/12/2001, the following investigation was 
performed by Supervisory Special Agent (SSA) STEVEN L. WINTERS of 
the New Y o r k  Office (NYO) of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
(FBI). 

c 

----- -------------- advised th 9' v e d  Flight 
--- - - - -ed.  S h e  3 1: she heard the  
tied " Q f f " ,  or U i l i l  

l ~ e r  LO be an e n g i n e >  

I ,  

after the p l a a e .  ------ ---------- husband,-- - - - - - - - - a1.so observed 
this. 

-------------provided the followlng information. 



I) 

Sent: 
To : aa587wit@ntsb.gov 
Subject: 

Luke Schiada 
Air Safety Investigator 
National Transportation Safety Board 
2001 Route 46, Suite 504 
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054 

Dear Mr. Schiada: 

As  requested in your correspondence dated January 2, 2002 the following is a true account of 
what I saw on November 12, 2001; 

At approximately 9:15 A.M. on November 12, 2001, 1 had just;Rarked my SUV (1998 Ford 
Expedition) in front of m y  residence located at 260 Beach 134 Street in Belle Harbor, Queens 
New York. At this time i exited my  vehicle and was about to take my baby out of the car ----------
--------------------- ------------------ ---- ------ when to m y  horror I observed a silver large Airplane fall 
from the sky nose first, This observation was ma$e while looking east between m y  residence and 
the house located directly south (256 Beach 134 Street). 

From my  vantage point I did not completely see the wingspan mostly the fuselage. The reason for 
this is only portions of the wings were observed, they spanned west to east. I lost site of the 
aircraft a millisecond before impact with the ground. I heard a huge explosion followed by a large 
fireball and black cloud of smoke which came right through my  backyard towards me. 

I did not observe any parts separating from the aircraft. I observed no smoke or flames prior to 
impact with the ground. M y  observations were for only approximately 2 seconds As described 
above m y  final observations were of the aircraft falling nose first with wings obscured spanning 
west to east. 

Please feel free to contact m e  a- 

-------------------------17, 2002 5:18 PM 

Witness Statement American Airlines Flight #587 

- 

--

---------------
--------------------------------- 
260 Beach 134'h Street 
Belle Harbor, New York 11 694 

- 
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Comp I n l o ~ ~ e w e d  
0 Yes 0 No 

0 Yes 0 NO 
Witness interviewed 

CHOICE In Peison By Phone Date Time RcsuI!s Same as Comp Repod . Dlllerenl (Explain in Oelails) 

in Patron B y  Phone Dale l ime  Results Same as Camp Repon . Dlt lercnl (Explain In Details) 

0 ., 0 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

i 
Sex Race Dale 01 Birlh 

1 

2 
- 
CHOICE 

2 c! E ~ w l a s s e s  b s u ~ ~ l a s ~ e ~ ' ,  cIoIj - 
Nickname, f l rs l  Nama. Alias Scars ,  Marks,  , Elc 

[Conlrnuc in "Derails") 18 

EA WITHIN B O X  FOR OETECTIVE/LATENT FlNOEAPRlNl  OFFICER ONLY. THIS BOX W I L L  BE Ul lL lZED B Y  INVESTIGATOR WHENEVER POSSIBLE AND MUST B E  - 
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WllnCjS VltWId PhOlOS ROSUIIS 
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0 Yes 0 Reliised 0 Fulure CHOICE 

R- 2 
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0 Y e s  0 NO 0 Yes 0 No 

8y (Enter Resulk in Oelails) 
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---------------, Capta 
contacted at ----administrative 
F. Kennedy International Aikport 
Special Agent (SA) JAMES G. KINS 
Investigation (FBI) and Detpctiv 
Authority of New York and NEW Je 
AMERICAN AIRLINES (AA) flight nu 
f 01 lowing irif orma t ion : 

He has been flying for 
has been a pilot for th----------
Minneapolis, Minnesota--
of JFKIA four times since becomi 

On November 12, 2001, 
flight number 1867 bound for Det 
€or departure behind an AA A300 
taxiing his aircraft into pDsiti 
left, he noticed that the M A30 
d:?wii ;it: a 3 0  degree ang le .  >IA:- 1 

approxirnate1.y four minutes 'into 
between one and two thousand fee 
trailing behind the aircraft. H 
briefly to make sure he was line 

on the way down, He estima,ted t 
feet. He could not tell whether 
attached to the plane. 

. When he looked back, he saw the 

-------- stated that t 
the fusel---------t on the way d 
ground, he observed a mushroom c 
one point, he did notice a 'small 
A300, however, he cannot recall 

-------- stated that h 
He add fire prior to the crash. 

lost control of the plane. 

- 1 -  

OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcrlption 1 1 / 14 / 0 1 

I, NORTHWEST AIRLINES (NA) , was 
Efices of NA, Terminal 4, John 
(JFKIA) , Jamaica, New York, by 
SY of the Federal Bureau of 
DONALD LEARN of the Port 
;ey, regarding the crash of 
ier 587. -------- provided the 

JA for the past 13 years. He --He has flown in or out 
J a pilot. 

3 was at the controls of NA 
)it. Flight 1867 was number two 
id an AA BOEING 767. While 
1 for departure on runway 31 
was in trouble with its nose 
c; 1. t r n e ,  the A300 was 
+s flight at an altitude of 

He observed some debris 
looked away from the A300 
up properly on the runway. 

100 in a nosedive slowly turning 
3 altitude of the A300 at 500 
)r not the engines were still 

----- half years, based out of 

? A300 had at least one wing and 
m. When the A300 impacted the 
lud.- -------- stated that at 
imount of smoke coming from the 
ien he saw the smoke. 

saw no sign of an explosion or 
1 that in his opinion, the pilot 

_- 
il Y o r k  - Il l~cs~lg'~lion-oll  11 / 12 / 0 1 ai Jamai,ca, N 

I 
~ Date dictated 11 / 13 / 0 1 I W  # 14 9A-NY - 2 8 0 G 6 9 
I 

I 
I 

by i 
SA JAMES G1 K1NSLEY:etq 
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 ale PI O i i g  Reporl Dale Asslgned Cas1 No u n i l  Reporling 

Complainanl I Name U s l ,  Fml. M I 

- 1389 PERP 2 11/12/01 
victim s Name . II Dilleisnl 

I P.S.5.Y I5 

L a d  Name, Firs\. M I Address, Include City, Slale. Zip N~ PEaP I 

* -  
$ Home Telephone ' Business Telephone ' Posilion/ Relalionship ' Sex ' Race ' Dale 01 81rlh Age 

Taldl 110 01 Wanled Ai lesled Weapon Describe Weapon (11 I l i t trm, give color. m a w  calibre. lype, model. e l c  1 
Pcrpelralors 

Wanieo AiiesIeo t as i  Name f iw M I Addieis, Includa C ~ l y  Slale. Zip lip1 N O  Re1 PLI 
used 0 Possessed 

0 0  .. 

3 
16 

A 

PLRP I - ILUETICKTIOL\I: p1aneCCrash - 
- PLRP 2 

mifE"S: COfNASS OF 8.120 S t . PERP 2 

7 mii 
- 
PfRP 2 

!. Or: 11/21/31, tlic undersi  ne6 was n o t i f i e d  i n  regards t o  a Plane 
crash t h a t  occurred i n  the  confines  0% the  100 Pct .  The undersigned responded 
t o  the v/o of Be& 131s t  S t r c a t  and Romport Ave, where the & r i a i n  Air l ine  - 

PEW I 

- 
PERP 1 

PERP 2 

- 

OETAtlS: 2 1  

alleged crashed i n  a r o w  of p r i v a t e  house.. Ti= undersigned was d i r e c t e d  t o  

The undersigned conducted t h e  c0nva.s.s with followj.ng r e s u l t s :  
conduct a convass of Seach 120 S t r e e t  kt H e p r t  Ave & Beach Channel Drive. 

1)--------- - - - - - - - - ------ - - - - -  -------- ------ ~11--- ~elei--- ------
------ - - - - - - - ----- EoLlow----- ------- -la states tha t  a t  approx. 0925 hours ,  wh 
------- re turn ing  f rm gol f ing  at: a i-larine Park Golf course, While crossin$ 
the ilarinc P!+y Bridge, he o b s e r v d  f l m c s  coning from the rear or' the 

a a i r l i n c r .  [le observed t h e  plane wobbling i n  tbhnair  f o r  approx. 20 seconds. 
The plane seem t o  a t tempt  a climb up i n  thc! a i r ,  but t*mn i t  went s t r a i g h t  
down tovard the 
t h a t  h e  heard 

d ,  hitting the  houses. lie s t a t e d  t o  the undersiqncd 
&-38ff# o r  saw no explosions. 

- L  __  
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CONTENTS : INTERVIEW 

ED THAT WHILE 
R ON FIRE CON 
PLANE INTO TH E SAW THE PLAN 
THE SKY. THE SPINNING AND 

ED THAT HE SA F SMOKE THEN 

N MARINE PAR 
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