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January 10,2002 

National Transportation Safety Board t 

2001 Route 46 
Suite 504 
Parsippany, N.J. 07054 

Attention: Luke Schiada 

\ 

Air Safety Investigator 

Dear Mr. Schiada: 

As per your recent request, here are my notes on the plane crash that took 
place in Belle Harbor on November 12, 2001: 

I was at home sitting in my living room, recovering from recent surgery on 
the morning of November 12, 200 1 and it was a little after 9am when I heard 
an airplane over my house. The plane was louder than the usual Concorde, 
it sounded more like an army helicopter and it sounded as though it was 
shaking, so I went outside to see the plane, I went.out 
apartment,*which is on the top floor of the hous 
As the plane flew over it was still in a horizontal position but was losing 
altitude. The plane was heading in the southwest direction towards the 
beach, which would have been to the right 

As the plane passed me I could see the cockpit hanging off the plane. It was 
slightly attached at the bottom, and flames were shooting out the front of the 
plane. As the plane continued over the next 2-3 blocks I had a full view of 
the plane from behind. There were no flames coming out of any other part of 
the plane as some reports were given. As I viewed the back of the plane the 
rudder was on the plane but I don't recall seeing the parts that attach to each 
side of the rudder. I lost sight of theplane at approximately 128'h Street, but 
my last sight of the plane it was still in the horizontal position so I was 
surprised that reports indicated it nosed dived. 

After I lost sight of the plane I heard two explosions approximately 1-2 
minutes pai-t and then saw the black smoke and my street was sprayed with 
fragments from the plane. I did notice at the time' there was another 
commercial plane in the air much further above that would have seen the 
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to' 124th Street, 

m where I was standing. 
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On November 12, 2001 I was fishing at the rock jutty at 149th Street when I 
observed a plane in level flight when I observed a large silvery material falling from 
the tail of the plane and I also noted smaller pieces which fell off the plane as it was 
flying level. While the plane was still in level flight I noticed the right wing crack and 
come off, At this point the I noticed the left wing start come up until the wing was 
straight up in the air, then I watched the plane turn and do a nose dive straight into the 
ground. I did not see any engines come off and the left engine was still intact upon 
impact. 

------- ---------- ---------ursville 
NY 13787 
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-----Original Message 

Sent: Sunday, January 20, 2002 4:24 PM 
To: AA58 7WIT@ NTSB .GOV 
Subject: American Airlines Crash - 11/12/01 

From:---------------------[e s 





BELLE HARBOR, --- I I694 - 
JANUARY IO,  2002  

f 

LUKE SCHIADA, AIR SAFETY INVESTIGATOR 

- NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 
2 0 0  I ROUTE 46, Sum 504 
PARSIPPANY, N J  07054 

DEAR MR. SCHIADA, 

I RECEIVED YOUR REQUEST TO PROVIDE YOU WITH INFORAMTION REGARDING AMERICAN AIRLINES 
FLIGHT 587, WHICH CRASHED IN BELLE HARBOR, NY 
BEST TO B E  AS DETAILED AS POSSIBLE. 

m 

O N  I I / 1 2 , 1 WAS WALKING MY DOG, HEADING NORTH ON 1 
BLVD TOWARD NEWPORT AVE. 
NEWPORT AVE, 1 LOOKED U P  TO SEE A PLANE, DIRECTLY NORTH OVER 

& CRONSTON AVENUES. 1 DON'T REMEMBER HEARING ANYTHING, BUT MY MIND WAS A MILLION 

MILES AWAY UNTlL I LOOKED U P .  THE PLANE WAS FLYING EXTREMELY LOW OVER THE HOUSES, 

HEADING SOUTHWEST ACROSS THE PENINSULA. AS 1 LOOKED AT THE PLANE, THE LEFT ENGINE 

FELL OFF THE WING 6( SMALLER PIECES OF M V A L  (THAT LOOKED LIKE FLOATING PAPERS) CAME 

OFF'WITH IT. 

OFF, THE PLANE TURNED ONTO ITS RIGHT SIDE & BEGAN TO DIVE DOWN TOWARDS THE GROUND. 

AS FAR AS I CAN TELL 
ENGINE FELL OFF AND 

BEACH (ROCKAWAY BEACH BLVD).  

CRASH 6( SAW A H U  

STREET FROM ROCKAWAY BEACH 

I 28'" BETWEEN NEWPORT 
WHEN I WAS 4 HOUSES FROM M E  CORNER O F  I 28TH & 

I SAW NO SMOKE O R  FLAMES ANYWHERE ON THE PLANE. AFTER THE,ENGINE FELL. 

THIS A L L  HAPPENED IN M E  COURSE O F  A FEW SECONDS, WHEN M E  
E PLANE BEGAN TO TURN AND DIVE, I TURNED AND RAN TOWARDS THE 

I ONLY 00% HOUSES AWAY BEFORE 1 HEARD THE PLANE 

E FIREBALL IN THE SKY, 

I H O P E  THI-- - - - - - - - - - - -

NUMBER 15--

AND AFTER 8 PM, AND TUESDAY & FRIDAY UNTIL 9:oo AM AND A F E R  7 :OO PM. 

TO REACH ME AT WORK, B U T  IF THE HOURS WORK BETTER FOR YOU, PLEASE TRY 

- - - - - - - - - - - ---ONTACT ME WITH ANY QUESTtONS YOU MA 

I AM HOME MONDAY, WEDNESDAY &THURSDAY UNTIL 10~30 AM, 

- - - - - --------------T - 
- 

- 

I 
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F'EDERi& BURE$U OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 1 1 / 1 2 / 2 0 0 1 

On 11/12/2001,-------------------; home address 14201 
-----------ce, Huntersvi------------------- 28078, --------birth ------------lina driver's licens----------, home 
telephone- celluldr telephone-- was 
interviewed at Terminal 6, John F. Kennedy International Airport 
( J F K )  by Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Special Agent John 

T. Dugan and Port Authority PoJice Detective George J. Dorner. 
After being advised of the identity of the interviewing 
agent/detective, and the naturq of the investigation,-------- 
provided t:he following information. 

------- advised, that he was the Captain of Jet Blue 
flight 41 departing from JFK a$ 8:50 A.M. 11/12/2001 arriving at 
Orlando, Florida (MCO). Jet Blue flight 41 was delayed 
approximately 10 minutes for a maintenance repair on the number 
one air conditioning pack. ------r noted that he pushed off at 
9 :00  A.M. and taxied out to ruhway 31L behind a North West 
Airline DC:-9. Behind Jet Blue'flight 41 was an American Airlines 
767 and an American Airlines Airbus. 

------- recalled annQuncing over the aircraft's 
intercom t - - -----assengers that the Concord was on approach to 

-land on runway 31R. ------- advised that the North West Airlines 
DC-9 was on deck to -------- when he heard Jet Blue flight 41 
First Officer--------------- ahounced "look at that airplane". 

------- noted that he first observed an unknown 
American -------- flight at 230 degqees magnetic from Jet Blue 
flight 41's location. This airplane was out of control with a 
fire in the vicinity of the right wing. --------later learned 
that this was American Airline$ flight 58---

American Airlines flight 587 was in a near vertical 
descent with the nose below the tail, and rolling back and forth 
off its vertical axis. A round, deep orange flame approximately 
eight to nine feet in diametertoriginating from the first third 
of the right wing (from the fupelage outward) was observed by 
--------- K------ observed no 'smoke from the fire. 

I 

Investigationon 11/12/2001 at Queens, f Jew York 

File# 149A-NY-280669 Date dictated 11 / 16/ 2 00 1 
SA John T. Dugan 

by Det. George J .  Dorner 

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the tB1.  It is the pmpedy of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. -.-. .. ,' 
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149A-NY-280669 

------- was unable tO determine if American Airlines 
fight 587 -------aged to make the Bridge Non-Directional Beacon 
(NDB) "OGY". NDB OGY is approkimately three to four miles from 
runway 3111 and is a navigational aid which airplanes taking off 
turn on and then increase power. ------- noted that on average 
an aircraft should be hitting about four to five thousand feet in 
altitude at this time. 

------- believed that the left side of American 
Airlines flight 587 impacted the ground first but was not one 
hundred percent sure because the aircraft was fluttering side to 
side. ------- observed a deep orange fire b a l l  approximately 
twice the length of the fuselage with dark smoke emanating from 
the vicini.ty of the crash. ------- noted that from his vantage 
point, he could not actually see the airplane impact with the 
ground. Approximately ten minbtes after impact, the smoke from 
the crash scene turned white. 

------- advised that Jet Blue flight 79 Captain---------
-------- --------d the JFK Control T o w e r  on frequency 119.1 to 
--------he incident. 

Moreover, passengers aboard Jet Blue flights 41 and 73 
were sitting at an angle which would preclude them from observing 
the incident surrounding American Airline flight 587. --------
believed that the Northwest AiFline DC-9 which was on deck to 
take off from runway 31L may have passengers on the left side of 
the aircraft which may have-se$n the incident. 

I 

All flights were immediately grounded after the crash, 
and returned to their terminal$ for passenger debarkation. 
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REDERAL BUREAU OF INVEST1 

Date of tmnscription JJ / 1 4 / 0 1 

--------- ------------------------------ Rocka Y r  New York, 
telephone ------------------------ residqnce regarding 
the crash of American Airlines Flight 587 on Novemb 

dvised that a little a€ter 9:00 A. 

in the area of what would be the equivalent of Beach 176th 
Street, ---------- observed an airplane traveling in-----nclined 
position gaining altitude in a takeoff manner, --------- stated 
however, that the plane appeared to be taking o f f  iq an odd 
manner, but was unable to f u r t h e r  desc 
manner other than it didn't l o o k  right 
aircraft, she observed what appeared t 
and heard a noise. She advised that the orange cOloltLed ball 
appeared from the middle section of th 
the wing section. ---------- did not obser 
aircraft, or any smoke and fire. How@ a f t e r  obsc=ving the 
orange colored ball, the aircraft beg 0 nose dive downward- 
---------- s t a t e d  that she could not see a the! plane's 
-----ard descent.-------said from the ti w m e  orange 
colored ball, to the time the plane h i t  t h e  ground 4as a matter 
of seconds. ---------- said that from her location on the beach she 

walking on the beach in an East bdund direction 
I 

- 
be what she,meant by odd 
As she watch3 t h e  
be an orange colored b a l l  

ircraf't soqewhere behind 
any part5 fall o f f  the 

Investigatian on 2. / 12 / O 1 

- 
____. - . ~~ _ _  
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NOU-12-2001 13:25 NWA FLIGHT OPS 

h- 

NWA Flm ORicar------------ --- -------Employe--
2001 # 

working on Flight 1887, N 

We wem W n g  out t 
SeqUOnced io follw behind two A M W h l l  Alrlinss flights. An Airbus A-300 and A Boeing 707. 
This was our sequence at the runway, The ~ r b u s w e s  deared fortaktwfl and the B d n g  was 
give0 position and hold 9’11. The W i n g  787 was cleared far t a k w  and shortly thereeffew we 
were given pdtion and hold 31 L. 11 was durlng W me that I n d b d  an o i M  k$flnlng a 
iapM nwe-over from a wma1 flight path. 1 noticed about a mlle W n d  the alrorpft some smd! 
amount of deMs floating toward the gr~und, I i o o W  for Agns of an expladon or m o k e  comlng 
from the elrcrafl, but did nut see any significant amount of smoke. I dkJ nol bee any tail of smoke 
taming 7” gruund (mklle). I never saw any slgn of explosion on Or amund the a i m R  My 
attention wen1 Mck to the ahwR. By now it w89 prptty much in a V e I I b l  dlve. The ’top’ of the 
aircran WEB now facing e& toward the sun. As It dove vertically, the aifcmtl mlrsd to the left 

Intad. The aircraft appeared to be mostly strudurally sound. I observed something not OOrreCt 
on ihe empanage, Them seemed to be =methi@ missing or not rlgM That Is mlly all I can 
say about the tail of the aim e aircraft impacted the grpund vedk4b. I did not n o k a  any 
debris falling witn airaraft, 
1 forgot to mention when 1 sa OP profile of the alrcFaft as X was miilng, I saw the =fledion of 
the sunlight on the top wing surface. This Is why I am so w i n  of having intad WiWS on the 

8 rwy 31L at JFK airport, time appmrdmetely 9:OO a.m. low. We wom 3 
’ 

- which allowed me 10 view the Yop‘ profile of airUmft. 1 em 99% sure that both fflah Wings Wels  

I have made stataments to: ‘Russ‘ frl#n AA SOC 
JFK Port Authority daective * 

Ed DaviQson-Confonanoe dl 
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National Transportation Safety Board 

Telephone Memorandum 

* 

Date: November 15,2001 

Person Interviewed: R------------------

Present: John Darbo, Witness Group 

Subject: DCA02MA001, Witness Interview- 

---------------- witnessed the subject accident and was interviewed by a witness group member 
via telephone. During the conversation he stated:, 

He was eating breakfast in Riis Park, at Beach-149 & Rockaway Beach Blvd, when he heard 
an unusual aircraft engine noise. He ------------- --- noise as, “the engine was taking in air but 
not accelerating.” Upon learning that ------ ---------- had experience as a military aircr----
maintenance technician, the interviewer asked, “Like a ‘compressor stall?”’ to which-----------------
re s p o n de d , “ Exact I y , ” 

---------------- described the aircraft’s flight path as, “wobbly”. He did not observe the tail section 
--- ---- --------e but noted that as he acquired visual contact with the airplane the rrght engine 
was, “about 5 feet from the airplane moving away from the wing.” He observed no fire or smoke 
but did note that the left engine was still attached. He described the attitude as nose up about 5 
to10 degrees, going toward nose down, in a left bank. 

----------------was employed as a law enforcement officer. His military air 
--------------- was with Marine helicopters. 

- 

- 

.. 

/68 
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January 15,2002 1 

--------------------
------ -----------------------
------ ----------- --------

Mr. Luke Schiada 
Air Safety Investigator 

2001 Route 46, Suite 504 
Parsippany, N J  07054 

Dear Mr. Schiada: 

me, of the crash of American Airlines 587 on November 12,2001. 

located at ------ -------------- Howard Beach, PO! watching airplanes take d f  from 
JFK Airpo------------------- is at the north end of a wide canal which rum to the 
SSE and is east of and parallel 10 Cross Bay Rlvd. 

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 

The following a r e  my observations, based .upon the form you supplied to 

--- ---- --------- the incident, I wasat the rear o fa  priyate residence 

1, I was looking 10 the south. The airplane was traveling from my left fo 
my right and rising slightly, 

2. I 0bserv.ed.m parts separate or  .fall from the airplane. 
3. I first observed the airplane, AS written in 1, ahova A bright yellow 

flash of kht ,  very .much like a camera flash, appeared where the 
right wiw (direction &flight) meets the fuselage. The size of the 
flash was approximakely .the width of the fuselage from top to 
bottom. The plane stopped its forward and upward .progress and 
descend& vertically while maintahing its same attitude. A stream of 
white smoke rose vertically from .the location where the flash had 
appeared as it fell. 

4. I observed the plane for appraximately 5 to 10 .seconds after the flash 
and, for tapproximately 30 secands prior to the flash of light. 

5. I lost sight of the plane when it fell behind the fire house on the west 
side Cross Bay Blvd, 

- 170 



National Transportation Safety Board 

Telephone Memorandum 

January 10,2002 

Person interviewed: ----------------------------

Subject: DCA02MA001, Witness Interview 

----------------------witnessed the subject accident and contacted the Safety Board after he 
-------------- --------t to provide a written statement of his observations. During our conversation, 
he stated: 

He was on the 13Ih floor of a building located at 107-10 Shorefront Parkway, when he noticed a 
“light in the sky, like a reflection out of the side of my eye,” through a window. He observed the 
accident airplane and “within a split second’’ the left engine separated. He also observed other 
“debris” in the sky and “whimsical white smoke” trailing the airplane. The airplane banked left, 
“more than 45-degrees” and the right engine separated about 2-3 seconds after the left engine. - 
The airplane then nose-dived straight down, “like a dart,” and he then observed a fireball rise up 
from the ground. 

----------------------estimated he observed the airplane for about 10 to 15 seconds. Additionally, 
------------ -------- not observe any fire coming from the airplane and he did not recall hearing any 
sounds prior to the impact, 

---- - 

’ 

2.- - a m -  * 

Luke Schiada 
Air Safety Investigator 

- . 

- _ _  _ _ _ _ _  . _. 
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Wllness lnlcrviewed 
0 Yes D No 

C O M P L A I N T .  FOLLOW UP 
I H F O R M A T I O N A L  

Time RISUIIS Same as Comp Repon Olllerent (explain In Detalls) In Person 8y Phone Oak 
0 0 0 0 

0 Yes  D No 0 1  0 0 0 '  

Canvass Cbnduclrd II Y e s  Make Entry in Body R e  Time, Dale, Crime Scene Vlrlled It Y e s  . Make Entry in Delaiis Re Time, Dale,  
Evidence Obtained 0 Yes 0 No liames. Addieires RCSUIIS 0 Yes  0 No I9 m 

Complainant Vitwcd Phcloi Reswlls 1 

CHOICE 
- 0 Yes 0 Relused 0 Fulure 

0 Yes  0 Relused 0 Fulure - 
0 Y e s  0 N o  0 Y e s  U No 

0 C . l  Improper Relerral 0 C . 2  Inaccurate Facts 0C.3 No Evidence / Can I ID OC.4 Uncaoperalive Complalnanl OC.5 "Leads"  Exhaus led  

Wtinetr Viewed PhOlof RISUIIS R 2  

10 
1 Crime Scant Pholos I By (Enler Rssvllfin O e t a i l s l  PEAP I Crime Scene Ourled 1 B y  i tn le r  ResuIIs In Delatls) 

PERP? It Clat1ng Case "No R e w I I s , '  C h e c k  A p p r o p r i a t e  Box and S l a t e  Jurllllcallon in Deta+ls 

I 

INVESTIGATION: INVESTIGATE AIRLINER CRASH DETAILS: 

SUBJECT : INTERVIEW OF WITNESS 

1. On t h i s  da t e  of Monday N----------- ------ - - - - - - - ------Ohrs,the undesrigned 
received a phone c a l l  from a ------- - - - - - - ----------- wbo s t a t e d  t a h t  he 
is a p ro jec t  manager for Alma Realty. -------------------- t o l d  the undersigne 
t a h t  he w a s  on the  rooftop of 107-10 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  on a cons t ruc t io i  
site,when he noticed a g la re  in the  sky and he l o o k e d  up and saw a plalur 
and he noticed pieces  ofg  the  plane f a l l i n g  off of i t .  He went Onto 
s t aee  *-that he saw what  appearred t o  be t h e  r e a r  t a l e  of the plane 

PERP 1 2 p m P 2  

2 2  
PEAP I 

fall off and he saw smoke coming fmm t h e  plane a6 i.6 st i l l  was h a d i n g  
south toward the ocean. H e  t h e n  sa ted  t a h t  t h e  plane was banking left 
and i t  appearred t ha t  t h e  skin of t h e  plane was f a l l i n g  off and it 
s t a r t e d  t o  nose dive and t h e n  i t  crashed. He saw a large b a l l  of fire 
and when he looked back up i n t o  t h e  sky,he st&ll  saw d e b r i s  f a l l i n g  
from t h e  sky. 

I O O p c - - OD ---------- No------- ---------- - -  necessary t o  be reinterview---

phone-

CASE ACTIVE.................... * 

~ 2 .  -------------------- to ld  the  undesrigned t h a t  he will atop i n t o  the 

-- home phone -----ed.. --------------------- con ta s t  phone n u m b e r s  are--
by the--

2 3  
E m  
- 
PLRP 2 - 

* 

2 4  
xi7 

- 
EAP 2 

- 
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I'EDERAI, l3UIIEAI! OF INVES'TIGATION 

- 

Date of transcnptton JJ / ] 7 / 2 0 0 1 

On ----------2, 2001,----------------------------) - 
date of birth-- - - - -home a------------- ---- 
Meadow, New Y----------telephone num---- --- cellular 
telephone number- --_'), was te--------------nterviewed 
by Special Agent---------------ry and Kimberly A. McCaffrey of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation in regard to Control Number 
NY17. After being advised of the ident----------he interviewing 
Agents and the nature of the interview,---------E provided the 
following information: 

--------E is employed by WELLSBACK ELECTRIC 
(WELLSBA----------- 14th Aven---------ge Point, New York as an 
electrician. On 11/12/2001,---------E was working with two (2) 
co-workers, on the beach boa---------mpposts located between 
122nd and 123rd streets in Queens. WELLSBACK has the contract to 
maintain these lampposts. --------E stated that it ----------to 
hear planes f l y  above him a---------cation; however----------E - -  

!.-::; west a n d  n o t i c e d  ti p l d n e  ? y i n g  qui.te low---------- t i )  

::C! L a 2 .  -------------------- loo----- c3,v~:l G l i  ::card a loud "POOF,"  lil.:e 
kfire an----------p. --------- s w the engine fall off the 

plane and hit the tail w----------w the American Airlines (AA) 
logo. -----------------, "oh no, not another AA plane." 
------------------------------ the plane fly through the smoke 
---------ngine fall. --------- saw debris falling and watched 
the plane go down, bu-----------ee it,hit the ground. - 

--------- and his co-workers were approximately three 
( 3 )  bloc-----------m where the plane went down and rushed to 
assist. --------E commented that he was impressed at how the 
hectic s---------kept orderly and not pandemonium-- -------RE 
attempted to assist in the evacuation of the neighb----------il 
the police arrived. 

ADMINISTRATIVE: CONTROL NUMBER NY17 

r 

- 
- _--___ 

I ~ ~ \ . ~ ~ I I ~ , ~ ~ I o ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  11/12/2001 ; ~ t  New York, New York (telephonically) 

FIIC H 1 4  SA-NY - 2 8 0669 
SA Stacy G. Bowery:sgb 

I I ~  SA K i m b e r l y  A. McCaffrey 

Date dictated N/A -- 

172 
.L 

' I l i i s  tlocuinent contmis  neither I-econuiiendntioiis nor conclusions or the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and IS loaned to your ageiicy; 
I I  and its contents nrr no1 to be distributed outsicle your agc>ncy. (,' \ -7 ' * *  
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 1 1 / 1 4 / 2 0 0 1 

- - - - - - - ------ residing at 191 Beach 137th St, Belle Harbor, 
NY, telep------------- being advised of the identities 
of the interviewing ----------------urpose of the interview which 
was to obtain information regarding the plane crash on November 12, 
2001, provided the following information: 

----- advised that shorL1y after 9:OO A.M. November 12; 
2001 A.M. ------he was jogging by the corner of Rockaway Beach Blvd 
and Beach 136st St he heard an aircraft engine. Then he looked up 
and observed that the aircraft was teetering. The aircraft was 
approximately over 1000 feet in the air. ----- then observed that 
the left wing fell off the aircraft. The------aft then pitched up 
and appeared to be shaking. The aircraft then went into a nosedive 
and crashed to the ground. L---- did not hear an explosion and did 
not observe any fire on the -----aft while it was in the air. 

- * 

Invedgation on 11 / 1 2  / 0 1 at Queens, NY 
- - ,  1 

File It L~gA-NY-280669 . I/ I' I I A ~ L .  dicrLitcd N/A 
SA Paul Harris?$? 

by SA Paul Tambrino/PST:pst 
/ 

173 This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 
it and its contents arc not to be distributed outside your agency. 

It IS the property of' the I:UI and is lodncd to your agency, 

- . .. - - - - - - - - __ ._ . 

~~ ~~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~ 



'aa587wit@NTSB.gov1 
Subject: AA 587 witness statement 

Dear Sir: 

On November 12,2 , I witnessed the crash of AA 587. I submitted a very brief written 
statement to  an NYPD ESU officer at about 9:45 AM. I also was interviewed by an FDNY Fire 
Marshall from approximately 1030 AM until 11 30 AM. I am submitting this to provide details in my 
own words and also to now include an explanation of those things that I did not see. This 
submittal will be broken into three parts; an explanation of my credibility as a witness, the facts 
(as I saw them), and my opinion. 

Credibility as a witness 

I am a degreed electrical engineer. My experience is with control systems at nuclear power 
plants. Although I am 57, I am in very good health and was wearing glasses correcting my 
eyesight to 20/20. My experience at nuclear power plant has been in the operations phase - not 
design. Hence, I am conditioned to be observant and trained in the techniques for investigation 
of technical incidents, I am also aware of the consequences of rushing to conclusions or publicly 
announcing preliminary inflammatory opinions, As such, I do not have an agenda. I am also 
aware that investigations can lead to requirements and actions that are not related to the cause of 
an event but are related to personnel or equipment response to the event cause. 

I spent over four years in the Navy as ships company on the USS Enterprise. 
In the Navy, I received basic flight instruction. In my career, I have 
spent too many hours in the air and at airports. I have a basic 
understanding of the theory of flight. And I have good aviation observation 

Description of the event 

On the weekend of Nov. 12, 2002, I was visiting my mother who resides at ----- ------------------ I 
was taking a walk on the beach and decided to call my wife in Alabama on my cell phone at 
approximated 9 : l O  when I was at Beach 134 St near the water. (The tide was low.) Because of 
the strong on-shore wind, I stopped walking and turned away from the ocean to place the phone 
in an attitude that wind noise was minimized, As I was talking, I observed several planes passing 
over the Rockaway peninsula close to my location. 

I noticed AA 587 when if cleared the rooftops from my vantage point. At that time, it was at an 
elevation angle of less than 10 deg. and was heading almost straight at me (perpendicular to the 
shoreline). It appeared to be in a very slow climb and to have a very slight left bank. I noticed it 
and tracked it because it appeared to be low and slow for a two-engine plane. 

It's altitude and speed seemed more typical of a 747 as it approached 

Rockaway. For that reason I kept my eyes on it 

After about twenty seconds, the plane was at an elevation angle of less than 30 deg, with as 
azimuth from the shore to it of about 75 deg to the NE, it was presenting its starboard side to me 
at an angle of less than 10 deg. In other words, I could see the right underside of the fuselage, 
the vertical stabilizer, the right side horizontal stabilizer, the entire underside of the right wing with 
its engine, the underside of the left wing (except for the wing root area bout half way to the 
engine. I could clearly see the left engine, At that time I noticed a significant amount of debris 
that seemed to originate from the left side of the fuselage aft of the  wing root. I observed the 
debris in the flight path behind and under the plane. The debris did not originate from any portion 
of the plane that I could see. Debris left the plane for a second. With one exception, it had the 
appearance of chaff (small reflecting pieces that fell slowly). There was one panel that was 
clearly rectangular in shape, it had had a size that made me think it was a control surface. But it 

- 

4. 

skills c 

* 

- 
/ 7 4  

_. --  ~ - 

- -~ _____ 



was not any control surface that I could see. (the only one that I could not see was the left 
elevator.) There was no damage to any component that I was able to observe. Until th_e next 
paragraph's event, I thought that the plane would circle back to JFK. 

The plane continued in level flight with no chance in heading for at least tw 
(possibly up to 4 or 5 second) after the original debris eruption. At this time, the plane was at an 
elevation angel of 30 -40 degrees. It was definitely over the peninsula at an angle from my 
location on the shore that was about 60 deg NE from the shoreline t was. It was presenting its 
starboard side to me at about 15 deg. I could still see the left engine and part of the left wing 
inboard of the left engine. At this time, a tongue of flame puffed from the fuselage just aft of the 
wing root and extended almost to the left engine. The puff lasted for less than a second and left a 
small black cloud trailing behind the left wing between the fuselage and the left engine. 

Almost immediately, there were violent control actions. The plane yawed to the left about 10 
degrees. This was a step movement. I am not familiar with the hydraulic design of the plane. If 
the rudder's hydraulic system were an opposed piston design with a position held by equalizing 
pressure, the movement could only have resulted from the failure of the hydraulic piping to  one 
side of the piston. The movement could not have come from the normal operation of a control 
system that had any lead or lag compensation. The_ plane's nose also pitched up at least seven 
or eight degree - violently but not as violently as the yaw. 

This caused a stall. The plane lost speed and fell off to the left. I knew the stall was 
unrecoverable - so I took my eyes off the plane to use my cell phone to  call 91 I, (I was hoping 
that it would make it to the ocean and I was the only one anywhere nearby on the beach.) When I 
took my eyes off the plane it was at an elevation angle of about 40-45 deg. It was 40 degrees 
northeast of the shoreline. It was presently itself to me at an angle of about 35 deg. (Le. heading 
almost SE). It was banked left at about 10 degree and its nose had fallen to pitch down at about 
five degrees. At this time there was no visible damage that I could see. The wings were intact. 
The right vertical and the horizontal stabilizers were intact. Both engines were intact and 
attached to the plane. 

By the time 91 1 answered the plane had gone in. I could see the smoke ov--- ---------------- If 
helpful, you might ob----- --------------lation from my cell phone. It is Verizon-- I was 
talking to my wife on-- - my home, When I noticed the first debris puff, I said "Oh my 
god, there is a plane coming apart." By the time I said that the plane had lost hydraulics and I 
said, "I'm going to hang up and call 91 1 ," My wife did not hear me the second phrase. The 
phone had disconnected, I immediately called 91 1 and looked up to see the smoke. I got a 
message instead of an operator - so I called my mother to alert her. 
As I was calling my mother ,  I went to t h e  130 St and Rockaway Beach Blvd. I saw that my 
assistance was not needed, So I returned to calm my 86 year old mother. On the way, I called 
my sister to advise her that my mother and myself were OK and that other relatives were 
probably OK. I also called my brother (an FDNY battalion chief) with the same information and 
also told him that I had witnessed the event and would make a statement. When a arrived at my 
mother's, I almost immediately started writing the statement. Within several minutes an NYPD 
ESU unit was canvassing the neighborhood to ensure residents' safety. I signed and gave a 
written statement to the unit's Sgt. He did not delay with me since his mission was safety - not 
investigation . 
My brother responded to the scene before 10AM. At the FDNY command center, he initiated 
action for an FDNY fire marshal to interview me, He arrived at my mother's house about 1030 
AM. My statements to him were made verbally. Prior to his arrival, I talked to no- on6other than 
my mother and the ESU Sgt. The fire marshal took notes. My statement was witnesses by an 
airline pilot who lives at------ -------------- ---- The pilot did not witness the event but was on the 
s t ree t  when the fire marshal came, He listened without interruption to  my entire statement. As I 
was leaving, the pilot expressed a desire to make some observations to the marshal. 
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1. On t h i s  d a t e  of Tuesday November 13,2001 a t  approximately 2032hrs,present a t  the 
1 a p c t  Detective Squad w a s  ----- - - - - - --------
117-03 h e p o r t  ave,who witn------- - - - - - - - - - - - - - t .  ----- -------- told the undesrigned that 
on t h e  d a t e  and time in quest ion,she was on her  - - - - - - ------- smoking a c i g a r e t t e  when 
she  noticed a large airplane over the  bay and heeding south toward her d i r e c t i o n .  She 
went onto s t a t e  t a h t  the plane appearred t o  be t i l t i n g  back and f o r t h  on i t ' s  s ide.  
She a l s o  s ta led  tdi t  she saw soralethinz i n  the  raer of the  plane-- - - - - - - - - - i n t o  the  
bay  but  t h e  ob jec t  taht d i o p p d  of6,didn't s p p e ~ r  t o  be laqe. --------- then stated 
that she ran o f f  of her  proch toward her f ront  g a t e , t h e  plane ----- --------- over head 
f- very low,and when the  plane went: down,she heard two loud erxplosions and 
she saw a l a r g e  My of sm$ke. ---------- also stated t a h t  she d i d n ' t  n o t i c e  any smoke 
o r  f i r e  oil the  plane M o r e  i t  - - - - - - - - - -

and who r e s i d e s  a t  
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NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 
2001 Route 46, Suite 504 

Parsippany, New Jersey 07054 
(973) 334-6561 Fax (973) 334-6759 

November 21 , 2001 

Dear' Sir or Madam, 

The National Transport tion Safety Board i nvestigating an accident that occurred on November 
12, :200?, invol~ing American Airlines flight 587, that crashed in Belle'Harbor, New York. You have 
been identified as an ey 

On behalf of the Saf 

itness or a potential eyewitness, 

Board, I would like to request your assistance by asking if you would please 
take the time to provide a written statement of your observations. A hand written statement on a 
separate sheet of paper is fine; it does not have to be typed. I have enclosed a self addressed 

* 

2. Did you observe irplane? If so, are you able to 
describe the parts? 

3. Did you observe any smoke or fire coming from the airplane? If so, where was it coming 
from and was it present the entire time you observed the airplane? 

4, How long did you observe the airplane? J-/@,&&flA 
&,&e/&- 

a- 
Additionally, I would 

Thank you for your tim-- ----- ----------------- ------- -elp is greatly appreciated. 

the best time 
call you in the event I 

Please feel free 
contact me at 973-334-6561, if you have any questions. 

sincerely, 

Luke Schiada 
Air Safety Investigator 
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i n t o  t h e  s k y .  
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Investigation ; A i r l i n e  c r a s h .  

- - ---- .Subject :.- . C.anvas.s-pf_Beach- 127 ST:_-- - ---. - _-___ 

- 
235 Beach 127 ST. -------- ------------ Heard two sounds, 

l i k e  an e x p l o s i o n  saw- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ------ - - - - -ky. Heard one 
sound befor  the  p l ace  h i t  the ground. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
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Date of transcription 11/25/01 

----------------, date of birth--- home address 
--------------------------eens, New York,--------lephone 
----------------------ised of the official identity of-----
-------------agent and the purpose of the interview. ------- 
then provided the following information: 

------- advised that at approximately five or ten 
minutes a--------e o'clock in the morning, she was at the corner 
of 129th Street and New port Avenue, when she heard an explosion. 
------- stated that she l-------- and saw half of an airplane, as 
------- pieces of flame. ------- advised that she heard little 
pops, probably in the air--------e airplane was spiraling down. 

lll\~e\~lg'itloil 011 1 1 / 12 / 0 1 a t  Queens, NY 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of trailscription 11 / 2 5 / 0 1 

--------------- date of birth--------, FIREFIGHTER, 
Shield # ----------------ITY FIRE DEPAR--------a'dder 1--------
Beach 116th Street, Queens, New York, work telephones-- - - - - -
-----v,-home address-----------------------, Queens, 
NY, home telephone-------------------------------cial 
identity of the interviewing agent and the purpose of Che 
interview. --------then provided the following information: 

------- advised that at around 9:15 A.M. on 11/12/01, 
he was pro------- Westbound on Newport Avenue from Beach 116th 
Street towards Beach 129th Street. ------- stated that in the 
vicinity o--------126th Street, he s-------lver fuselage of in a 
fireball. ------- stated that he did not hear an explosion, he 
was approximately four blocks away. ------N advised that he 
called the Fire Department from a fi--------------o Beach 130th 
Street, and began to evacuate the houses. ------- stated that he 
did not see the fire until the impact occu-------e simply saw 
silver, and then it hit, and it ihiaS then that he saw the fire. * 

-------------- advised that the fuselage came straight down. 

~nve\tig.iiion 011 11 / 13 / 0 1 New Yor lc ,  New York (telephonically) 

FIIc# 149A-NY-280669 Sub 302 ~ . i r c  dictated N/A 

I )Y SA Vadim Daniel Thomas:vdt 

This document coiililiiis neither recomiiieiidations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your - agency; 
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Date of transcription 11/19/2001 

------------ address 444 Beach 139th Street, Queens, 
New York, ------------ was interviewed by F B I  Special 
Agents Kevin Humphr--------------ng. After being advised of the 
identities of the interviewing agents and the nature of the 
interview, ------provided the following information: - 

At approximately 9:00 a.m.,-------was at the kitchen 
sink which has window that looks east-- ----- heard a loud plane, 
looked  out the window, and saw the plane directly over the houses 
flying in an easternly direction. The plane was intact but had a 
fire under the right wing in the area where the wing meets the 
fuselage. ----- could see the American Airlines markings on the 
plane. The plane had a very loud cracking noise. The plane took 
a turn to the south then plunged downward. Just as she lost 
sight of the plane, it turned sideways. 

t 
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* 

Dear sir; 

Enclosed is my statement concerning the 
American Airlines crash in Belle Harbor on 
The morning of Nov.12, 2001. 

On the morning of Nov.12, 2001 was walking 
home on Beach Channel drive from 116th st. to 92"' 
st. upon reaching aggrox. 113th st. I heard what 
sounded to me like a compressor stall and as I 
turned to look I saw the aircraft lose a part. I 
cannot say what the part was at the mome 
thought it might have been a wing tip at 
the aircraft started to go into a Dutch 
the aircraft went into a dive and crashed into the 
ground, at this time 1 saw the fireball and the 
black smoke. All in all I only witnessed the 
aircraft for maybe 20 to 30 seconds maybe less. As 
I t r y  t o  remember I may have seen some residual 
flames coming from the no. 1 e-------

need to be reached for furthe---------------- best 
time to reach me is late afternoon to early evening 
between the hours of 4pm to 8pm due to the  fact 
that 1 work the graveyard shift. 

* 

My daytime phone number is- if 1 

--
-------------------- * 

c 

- 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Date of transcription 11 / 1 7  / 0 1 
I 

------------------------------------------------ 
Rockaway ----------------------------------------- was 
interviewed at his residence. Upon being a---------------dentity 
of the interviewing agent and the nature of the interview, 
--------- provided the following information: 

* 

--------- is employed by Continental Airlines 
(Continen----------line mechanic.---------T is A & P certified 
and has been with Continental for------------ly two-and-a-half 
years. Prior to joining Continental----------T spent 
approximately five years in the Marine Corps. While in-the Marine 
Corps---------- worked as a helicopter mechanic. 

On November 12, 2001,---------- was walking east from 
Beach 116th Street alon-----------------oad towards his home on 
Beach 92nd Street. When---------T got to Beach 114th St---------
heard a noise from an ai---------ying over Jamaica Bay.---------- 
described the noise as an airplane engine's compressor ---------
down. This noise is very distinctive and fam------------------ 
based on his experience working on aircraft.-------------------d 
this noise a few times before but stated it w---------d that one 
never forgets. 

Upon hearing this noise---------- immediately looked up 
and spotted the aircraft. The air---------ked back -----------nd 
then---------- saw a piece of the aircraft fall off.---------- 
thou----------ece was a wing tip, but he was not sur-------
airplane then banked hard and plum---------o the neighborhood to 
the west of where---------- stood----------T then saw plumes of 
smoke rise up fro---------- appear----------plane had crashed. 

According to---------- an airplane engine's compressor 
takes air sucked in fr---------- the aircraft, compresses the air 
and mixes it with jet fuel, which then powers the engine. The air 
is then forced out of the back of the engine. If air is not being 
properly taken into the compressor or not being properly ejected, 
the compressor could shut down. This would in turn cause the 
engine to fail. 

--------- has some experience working on CF-6 engines, 
similar ----------- of engine that was on American Airlines 

~iivestigation 011 1 1 / 14 / 0 1 at Queens, New York 
I' 1 
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Coiitiiiuation of FD-302 of ------------- ,on 1 1 / 1 5 / 0 1  ,Page 2 .. 
flight 587. These engines are on DC-10’s that Continental flies. 
--------- has observed age-related problems on some CF-6 engines 
on which he has worked. These age-related problems can possibly 
lead to uncontained fan or turbine failure, causing overall 
engine failure. 

. 
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1. On the above date and time I did speak to-
telephone. He stated that at the T/P/O he had ju-
at the mechanic at h c h  116 Street  and was walk 
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Date of transcription 11 / w 2  0 0 1 

On 11/12/2001, ---------------------- home address----
----------------- Stamfo----------------------------------rth-
--- ----------t  driver''^ license numbe--- home 
telephone---- yas inperviewed at Ter------6, --hn F. 
Kennedy I-------------aizport /(JFK) by Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) Special Agknt John T. Dugan and Port 
Authority Police Detective Geokge J. Dorner. 
of the identity of the intervipwing agent/detective, and the 
nature of the investigation,--------- provided the following 
information. 

After being advised 

-------- advised thap he was the Captain of Jet Blue 
flight 79---------g JFK at 9:Os A.M. 11/12/2001 arriving at New 
Orleans ( M S Y ) .  Jet Blue flight 79 pushed back from the gate on 
time, and was directed by the Air Traffic Control Tower to stage 
at KA on runway 31L. 

I 

-------- advised thak he observed an unknown American 
Airlines ---------at the top ok his windshield---------- nose low 
(about 10 degrees) and was spikaling downward.- ---------later 
learned that this was American1 Airlines glight 587. 

I 

-------- noted that phen he first observed flight 587, 
the airpl---------red to be cobing out of a non-transparent, 
whitish grey cloud approAimateby the size of the aircraft. 

Additionally,--------- observed a silver colored object 
between the size of an ---------d a rear tail, in the air falling 
at a slower rate than flight 5p7 wah descen------ --is object was 
to the right and southwest of iflight 587 as -------- observed it 
fall. I 

I 

American Airlines flight 587 impacted the ground at 
approximately 80 degrees from horizontal and exploded 
approximately a half second afker impact. 
explosion as one-half to one-third in height as the aircraft is 
in length. The explosiorg was orange with a yellow center, and 
eventually turned to grey smokp. 

McDonald described the 

Investigationon 11/12/2001 at Queens, pew York 
I 
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-------- advised tha 
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comment as to the integrity of 

-------- observed nc 
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-------- advised tha 
near runw----
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------------------d be the on1 
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on the runway. 
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. the aircraft'---------e and wings 
me of impact. -------- could not 
the tail sect-----

fire or redness on American 
ipact. 

he was aware of no bird activity 

lat he and his First Officer, 
persons aboard Jet Blue flight 79 

le flight 587 due to their position 
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N.T.S.B. 
2001 Route 46 Suite 504 
Parsippany, New Jersey ’ 
07054 
Luke, I 

ed my walk as usual. I walk from Beach 
10Sh street to Beach 1 2 6 ~  street and back. As I approached about beach 124 ?4 streets Z heard a 
very loud jet engine noise. It was much louder than the Concorde but I could not see what it was 
as there was a building on my right. I said to my self that damn Concorde is back! 

When I got past the building at 125th street I looked to see the Concorde. Instead I saw a 
iegular plane, not exceptionally low, flying towards Belle Harbor. I could not see who’s plane it 
was as the sun was over the ocean and shining on the plane. Everything looked white including 
the tail. 

to me to be sheets of white paper falling from the wing. The plane must have been banking 
slightly because I could see the top of the wing surface but not the far engine or wing. Some of 
these pieces came over the top of the wing but the majority fell from below the wing and dropped 
from behind the engine. I could see the top of the wing surface and none of the flaps were 
missing because I could see no hole. The plane proceeded and all of a sudden the engine fell off 
like a bomb being dropped, at this point the wing,the engine fell off lurched upward but not a 
lot. I can’t remember if the jet noise stopped before or after the engine dropped off but I’m sure it 
stopped around this time. 

The plane still proceeded and it’s tail was still on when it went in back of a tall building 
near the boardwalk. The tail was still standing upright as the plane passed behind the building, I 
see probably 50 or so planes a day and in fact we try to name the airlines as the planes land over 
the boardwalk. 

I walked a little farther west and remember saying to my self “I don’t believe what I just 
saw”. I also thought about the engine falling and the pieces of “paper” and decided to turn and 
run the opposite way as I could no longer see the plane and did not know if it was coming around 
in back of the building blocking my view. 

lights running towards me. I then turned around and saw the black cloud high in the sky and the 
fireball. 

When I got home I turned on the TV and got very mad at Channel 1‘s coverage about the plane 
blowing up and terrorists, I saw an engine fall apart, no smoke, no fire while in my view, 

Welsbach crew and they went and found them. 

On the morning of the 12* of November I - 

As the plane proceeded across my vision field towards Belle Harbor I what appeared 

As I approached about beach 122’Id street I SBW the WeIsbach crew who were installing 

I went to 1 16’h street and stopped into the Korean deli got coffee and came home shocked. 

I then called the FBI and 4 agents came to see me the next day. I told them about the 

I could not walk that direction the next day as I was upset t the second day I went up to 

f99 
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