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January 10, 2002.'

National Transportatmn Safety Board AT o ;
2001 Route 46 : o N - ' | o o »
Suite 504 ' ' o » :
Parsippany, N.J. 07054

Attention: Luke Schiada
Air Safety Investigator

' Dear Mr. Sohiada:

As pe1 your 1eoent request, here are my notes on the plane crash that took
place in Belle Harbor on Novembe1 12,2001: '

I was at home s1ttmg in my 11v1ng[ room, recovering from recent surgeryon :
the morning of November 12,2001 and it was a little after 9am when I heard
an airplane over my house. The plane was louder than the usual Concorde,

it sounded more like an army helicopter and it sounded as though it was
shaking,so I went outside to see the plane; I'wentout on my porch of my
apartment, which is on the top floor of the house’ and faces onto 124" Street,
As the plane flew over it was still in a horizontal position but was losing
altitude. The plane was heading in the southwest direction towards the
beach, which would have been to the right from where I was standing.

As the plane passed me I could see the cockpit hanging off the plane. It was
slightly attached at the bottom, and flames were shooting out the front of the
plane. As the plane continued over the next 2-3 blocks T had a full view of
the plane from behind. There were no flames coming out of any other part of -
the planie as some reports were given. As I viewed the back of the plane the
rudder was on the plane but I don’t recall seeing the parts that attach to each
side of the rudder. Ilost sight of the plane at approximately 128" Street, but
my last sight of the plane it was still in the horizontal position so I was
~surprised that reports indicated 1t nosed dlved :

After 1 lost sight of the plane I heard two explosmns approx1mate1y -2
minutes part and then saw the black smoke and my street was sprayed w1th
fragments from the plane. I did notice at the time there was anothet

commelc1a1 plane in the air much further above that would have seen the




crash. It was tr avehng in the same direction as the plane but to the right of
the plane and muc 1 further above : S , | -

- My observation of the plane was ap‘proximately 5-7 minutes and I did not -
see any parts fall from the plane during that time, I only noticed that the’
cockpit was almost entirely severed from the plane. T do not recall takmg
any notice 1f the engmes were still attached during this time.

If you have}any, uestions you can reach me at my office dgzine the hou of
~8am — 5:30pm ai or after 8pm at home at I

,hope I have answeled all your questlons

Sincerely,

460 Beach 124" Street
Rockaway, N.Y. 11694 o
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AA587 Witness

From: - L
‘Sent: 'Friday,iJa}nuary 25,2002 6:56 PM -
‘To:  AA587 Witness '

Subject: Re: American Airlines Crash - 11/12/01

| observed no fire coming from the plane at any time. -
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXKXXX

-

Original Message --— - , , : v
From: AAS87 Witness . . - . ‘ v : : .

To: U
Sent: Tuesday, January 22, 2002 9:09 AM

Subject: RE: American Airlines Crash - 11/12/01

' Th'ink you for résponding to my request. As a follow-up to your response:

Atany time do you observe any fire commg from the airplane? Was it present the entire trme you observed the
airplane. . ,

Thankyou again foryour assistance. -
Sincerely, ' _' O o AR

Luke

Luke Schiada ,
Alr Safety Investigator

----- -Original Message----- ' .

From: W : C

Sent: Sunday, January 20, 2002 4:24 PM . - -
To: AAS87WIT@NTSB.GOV : ' :
SubJect Amencan Airlines Crash - 11/12/01

On November 12, 2001 | was fishing at the rock jutty at 149th Street when |
observed a plane in level flight- when | observed a large silvery material falling from
the tail of the plane and I also noted smatler pieces which fell off the plane as it was .
flying level. While the plane was still in level flight | noticed the right wing crack and.
come off. At this pomt the | noticed the left wing start come up until the wing was
straight up in the air, then | watched the plane turn and do a nose dive straight into the
ground. | did not see any engines come off and the left engine Was still intact upon

impavc}t.‘ L g

NY 13787

01/28/2002 -




ED-302 (Rev. 10-6:95)
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

‘Date of transcription = 11/16/2001

on 11/16/2001, _D_of
Harpersville, New York, telephone: .was

interviewed telephonically by Special Agent Christopher J. R
LaManna. ﬁwas advised of the identity of the
“interviewing agent and the purpose of the interview, after which

he provided the following information:

On 11/16/2001, at approximately 9:00am; _was
fishing on a jetty at or about 149th Street, Belle Harbor, New
York.  He stated he had gotten off work at around 7:00am from-
Buchanan Marine of Hempstead, New York and was to meet a friend
at the jetty. While fishing he noticed a low flying plane, as he
watches it pass he observes something fall off the tail of the
plane. He described the piece ag “large” and that it f“came down
like a leaf.” He stated that the engines were running, but did
observe the right wing crack and then the plane's nose began to

" “go toward the ground.” He observed a fireball and smoke which
accompanied an explosion. ‘ '

Investigation on 11 / 26 /2 001 at Brooklyn p New York ' ‘ (télephonically)

File# 149A-NY-280669-302 = 12 Date dictated . 11/16/2001

by - SA Christopher J. LaManna

-+ This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. Tt is the property of the FBI.and is loaned to your agency; : / 5 3
it and its-contents are notto be distributed outside your agency.




 JANUARY 10O, 2002

LUKE SCHIADA, AIR SAFETY INVESTIGATOR
NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
200 | RouTe 46, SUuITE 504
PARSIPPANY, NJ 07054

Dear MR, SCHIADA,

I' RECEIVED YOUR REQUEST TO PROVIDE-YOU WITH INFORAMTION REGARDING AMERICAN AIRLINES

FLIGHT 587, WHICH CRASHED IN BELLE HARBOR, NY oN NOVEMBER |2, 200 |. |- WiLL DO MY

BEST TO BE AS DETAILED AS POSSIBLE. ‘ ‘ T
ON | /12,1 WAS WALKING MY DOG, HEADING NORTH ON | 28" STREET FROM ROCKAWAY BEACH
BLVD TOWARD NEWPORT AVE., WHEN | WAS 4 HOUSES FROM THE CORNER oF | 28" &
NEWPORT AVE, | LOOKED UP TO SEE A PLANE,; DIRECTLY NORTH OVER | 28" BETWEEN NEWPORT
& CRONSTON AVENUES. | DON'T REMEMBER HEARING ANYTHING, BUT MY MIND WAS A MILLION

" MILES AWAY UNTIL | LOOKED UP, - THE PLANE WAS FLYING EXTREMELY LOW OVER THE HOUSES,
HEADING SOUTHWEST ACROSS THE PENINSULA. AS | LOOKED AT THE PLANE, THE LEFT ENGINE
FELL OFF THE WING & SMALLER PIECES OF METAL (THAT LOOKED LIKE FLOATING PAPERS) CAME
OFF WITH IT. | SAW NO SMOKE OR FLAMES ANYWHERE ON THE PLANE. AFTER THE ENGINE FELL
OFF, THE PLANE TURNED ONTO TS RIGHT SIDE & BEGAN TO DIVE DOWN TOWARDS THE GROUND.

AS FAR AS | CAN TELL, TRIS ALL HAPPENED IN THE COURSE OF A FEW SECONDS. WHEN THE.
ENGINE FELL OFF AND: THE PLANE BEGAN TO TURN AND DIVE, I TUBNED AND RAN fDWARDs'THE
BEACH (ROCKAWAY BEACH BLVD), .| ONLY GOT, 2 HOUSES AWAY BEFORE | HEARD THE PLANE

CRASH & SAW A HUGE FIREBALL IN THE SKY.

! HOPE: TH > ONTACT ME WITH ANY QUESTIONS YOU MAY HAVE. MY HOME
. NUMBER | "1 AM HOME MONDAY, WEDNESDAY & THURSDAY UNTIL' | O:30 AM,
. AND AFTER 8 FM, aAND TUESDAY & FRIDAY UNTIL ©:00 AM AND AFTER 7:00 PM. ’ﬂu

. MT»WORK, BUT (F THE HOURS WORK BETTER FOR YOU, PLEASE TRY

THANK:YOU,
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Name: —Captaln Jet Blue fllght 41 (JFK-MCO)

~Time: 1540 EST _
Location: .~ via telephone .

Present: . Evan Byme

B it ossed the AALSS7 crash. He was in command of Jet Blue flight 41 from
JKF-MCO and has 13,000 hours total time. His A320 was behind a NWA DC-9 during
taxi-out to runway 31L. When the DC-9 took the runway his airplane was number 1 on’

" the hold short line. His first officer said "oh my gosh do you see the airplane” and the-
first thing s was the A300 was rolling right and left and it looked like they were -
struggling to keep the wings level. He said it looked like they had elevator control.

- saw a small fire coming from the first inboard thlrd of-the nght wrng He o
estimated the fire to be about 7-9 feet in diameter based on his observation of the size of
the airplane and its distance. He said right after he saw the airplanethe flight path angle -
was about 80 degrees nose down. He said the airplane continued to the ground "almost
flutteging" - right wing down, then left wing down, back and forth all the way to the '
ground.  He thought the impgct was nose down, left wing down. He said he talked with
Airbus personnel and they asked him if it looked like the airplane was stalled. He said
after they asked him that he thought that possibly at the very end lt was - and lt looked

- like it made about a 1/4 turn spln rrght before rmpact , ,

' -sard the fire was deep orange -- not bnght red but deep orange and it was the
same color on the wing as the eventual flreball he saw from the lmpaot :

-drd not see any debris coming from the alrplane He saw no smoke oomrng frorn
aircraft either. . _ -

'-sald everything as far as the departure and climb out was normal -- he wasn't’
really watching the departure but the airplane was where |t should have been af that

point in the procedure

said that after the crash, he saw brrds to the south of 31L over the bay He said
they were large black birds, not seagulls and were flying less than 20 feet above the bay.

-couldn t tell whether the engines were on the airframe or not. He was not’
concentrating on that. He was flxatrng on the struggle to control the alrplane

'b-sard the flame appeared to be comlng fro the upper surface of the wrng

: _sard he heard no radio oommunrcatlons from the airplane. He said after the
crash there were comments on the tower frequenoy about what people had seen.

-sald he saw the A300 taxi but dldnt look closely

Il szid that a prlot on Jet Blue flight 79 Mtold him he saw some

debris near the arrplane and also saw the airplane in a lower nose down attitude than
thought it was. : -

rrrrr
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 1 /12 f 200

On 11/12/2001, home address 14201

Lithgow Place, Huntersville, North Carolina 28078, date of birth
, North Carolina driver's license number - home
telephone ciellulé;r telephone — was

interviewed at Terminal 6, John F. Kennedy International Airport
(JFK) by Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Special Agent John
T. Dugan and Port Authority Police Detective George J. Dorner.
After being advised of the identity of the interviewing
agent/detective, and the nature of the investigation, I
provided the following informaﬁion.

I 2dvised that he was the Captain of Jet Blue
flight 41 departing from JFK at 8:50 A.M. 11/12/2001 arriving at
Orlando, Florida (MCO). Jet Blue flight 41 was delayed
approximately 10 minutes for a maintenance repair on the number
one air conditioning pack. _noted that he pushed off at
9:00 A.M. and taxied out to ruﬁway 31L behind a North West
Airline DC-9. Behind Jet Blue flight 41 was an American Airlines
767 and an American Airlines Airbus.

*recalle?d annoéuncing over the aircraft's

intercom to his passengers that the Concord was on approach to

" land on runway 31R. [ advised that the North West Airlines
DC-9 was on deck to take off when he heard Jet Blue flight 41

First Officer | :rnounced "look at that airplane”.

noted that he first observed an unknown
American Airlines flight at 230 degrees magnetic from Jet Blue
fllght 41's location. This alrplane was out of control with a
fire in the vicinity of the right wing. [N 2ter learned
that this was American Alrllne$ flight 587.

American Alrllnes fllght 587 was in a near vertical
descent with the nose below thé tail, and rolling back and forth
off its vertical axis. A round, deep orange flame approximately
eight to nine feet in diameter:originating from the first third
of the right wing (from the fuselage outward) was observed by

I M observed no smoke from the fire.

Investigation on 11/12/2001 at Quéens , New York

File# 149A-NY-280669 | Date dicmed  11/16/2001
SA John T. Dugan ' 5
vy .Det. George J. Dorner

| ‘
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; e/ l {
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. W
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149A-NY-280669

Continuation of FD-302 of g ,on 11/12/2001  pyge 2

B 2 unable to determine if American Airlines
fight 587 had managed to make the Bridge Non-Directional Beacon
(NDB) "OGY". NDB OGY is approximately three to four miles from
runway 31L and is a navigational aid which airplanes taking off
turn on and then increase power. (I noted that on average
an aircraft should be hitting about four to five thousand feet in
altltude at this time. ;

_belleved that the left side of American
Airlines flight 587 impacted the ground first but was not one
hundred percent sure because the aircraft was fluttering side to
side. | observed a deep orange fire ball approximately
twice the length of the fuselage with dark smoke emanating from
the vicinity of the crash. [EBEEM noted that from his vantage
point, he could not actually see the airplane impact with the
ground. Approximately ten minutes after impact, the smoke from
the crash scene turned white.

advised :that:Jet Blue flight 79 Captain_
_ contacted the JFK Control Tower on frequency 119.1 to
report the incident.

Moreover, passengers aboard Jet Blue flights 41 and 73
were sitting at an angle which would preclude them from observing
the incident surrounding American Airline flight 587. | N
believed that the Northwest Airline DC-9 which was on deck to
take off from runway 31L may have passengers on the left side of
the aircraft which may have seen the incident.

All flights were immediately grounded after the crash,
and returned to their terminals for passenger debarkation.

/5¢
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u fNattonél»'.TfF?n,'S'pbrtaition "S"af‘ety Board.

Date November15 2001 e
o _.Person Intervrewed _
’Present Norman Mlller Wltness Group

“ 'SUbJeCt DC1A02MAOO1 Wltness Interwew o o

vA W|tness group member mtervrewed — via telephone Durtng the conversatron she G

e *_.-stated

R _“l grew up here and have seen trtlhons of a|rplanes l was. walkmg on the beach about 40 btocks-_' S
o from the lmpact site. | looked up and saw the airplane trying to climb, an orange’ fireball - 7
B appeared in-front of the anrptane The ptane turned Ieft and went mto a steep dive: AH of this

o lasted about 5 seconds
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 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcripﬁon '1' 1 /i 4 / O 1 B

— Rockaway, New York,
_ ,_telephone was interviewed at her: resideénce regarding
‘bvthe crash of Amerlcan A:Lrl.mes Flight' 587 on. November 12, 2001 S

L —adv;l.sed that a llttle after 2:00 A M on November
12, 2001,_she was walking.on the beach in an East bound direction .
©in the area of what would be the equivalent of Beach 176th o
Street, WENNME observed an alrplane traveling in an inclined '
" position gaining altitude in a takeoff manner. I stated
“however, that the plane appeared to be taking off in an odd -
manner, but was unable to further describe what. she ‘meant by odd
“manner other than it didn’t look right. As she watcHed the .
aircraft, she observed what appeared to be an orange colored ball
~ and heard a noise. She advised that the orange colored ball
'appeared from the middle section of the alrcraft’ somewhere behind
‘the wing section. WM did not observe any parts fall off the
alrcraft, or any smoke and. fire. .However, after observ1ng the
orange colored ball," the aircraft began to nose dive downward.
stated that she could not see any smoke on the plane’s

downward descent, I said from the time she saw’ the orange
colored ball, to the time the plane hit the ground was a matter
of seconds. I sazid that from her location on the beach she
v’could not actually see the plane hit the ground. R

; Investigvaﬁ'o‘n'on N 11/12/01 S ﬁt : Queens, New FY_O‘rk

Ples 149A-NV-280669:302  Dusdiomes  11/14/01
5A RICHAED B. MIKA .. SR e
_SA JANET L. ENGEL

" itand its contents are not to be dxstnbuted oumdc your agency

Ttus docu.mcnt ¢ontaing ncnher recommendadons nor conclusmns ‘of the FBI B($ 1s the prcpcny of the FBI and is. loancd to your ageney; o /’ 7 v
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

v ‘Date of transcription 1 ]:/ 14/01

| _? Far Rockaway, New
York; telephone number: was linterviewed regarding

the crash of Amerlcan Alrllnes fllght #587 on November 12, 2001.

, At approximately 9:15am on 11/12/01, _was in a
parklng lot in the vicinity of 114th Street and Beach Channel
Drive in Far Rockaway. He looked up and saw a large, commercial
type plane spiraling downwards, pieces comlng off it. He didn’t
hear or see any explosion. He didn’t see any ‘fire. ’ b

coss w9l Y

‘ Investigation on 11/12/01 . at‘ Queens, New YOI‘k

Fie# L49A-NY-280669 sub 302 = 7Lf © Datedictated  11/12/01 o
§SA Janet L. Engel - » - ‘
by ‘®8A Richard P. Mika 4 ' o -

This document containg neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. "It is the property-of the FBIand is 16;med to your agency:
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414 Beach 127th Street, Belle Harbor, N.Y. 11694
: Phone 718-634-1685 -

~ March 01, 2002
National Transportation Safety Board -
2001 Route 46, Suite 504 - ' ‘
Parsippany, N.J. 07054
Dear Mr. Luke Schiada,

In response to ydur lettef, as to what I saw on Nov. 12, 2001, I was sitting in an

- enclosed porch in the front of my house with and insurance agent from Health P_lus.'

named I When we heard an extremely loud rumble that made my
house shake. [llllasked me what is that noise? I said that it was probably the
Concord. He said that he didn’t think so because he also lived in Queens and he
had never heard anything like that.. We both started to look out the window. It
took me a few second to spot the plane. When I saw the plane it was almost
perpendicular to the ground and just above the rooftops of the houses. It was .
slightly turned and I saw the top of left wing, I saw the cockpit windows and all
 the passenger windows. I didn’t see any smoke or fire. I saw and felt the plane
crash into the ground. I was approximately three quarters of the plane when I

turned to [l to see if he hé;d also seen the plane. By the look on his face [ knew =
that what I had seen was real. When I looked back to see the plane all I.could see

was the black smoke. I ran outside and I saw the house directly in front of my

house on 128th street burst into fire ( the back of 414 128th Street faces the front

~ of my house). It was the craziest thing I had ever seen the house seemed to be
exploding from the top to the bottom. This was the house that was hit by one of
the motors.. When I looked up into the air I saw thousands of shiny white particles
floating. Someone said not to worry it was probably the paint from the plane.

Two months later -came back to my house and we talked about that day. He - .

" told me he had seen the plane heading toward Breeze Point and then it changed
~ direction and came towards us. I told him I would be writing this letter and he

gave me permission to give you his telephone numbers. | N -

- marketing rep for Health Plus offices located at 91-31 Queens Blvd. Ste. 222,
Elmhusrt, N.Y. 11373. Telephone number NSNS ccll number

© T’msorry it has taken me so iong‘ to respond to your request bﬁt“it has not been
easy for me to do this. I hope I was of some help.

3

Sincerely,

55
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIG.A'I".ION'

-

Date of txanscriptionl 1 / 13/01.

On 11/13/01, _ was telephonlcally
contacted by SA Steven E. Braus, regardlng hlS observatlons'of
“the- plane crash on 11/12/01.

, o —stated that he was at the lntersectlon of
Beach 116th Street, and Newport Street, when he first heard the
plane. When he turned and looked up, he saw a passenger. Jet
‘heading straight towards the ground. At the same time he

observed a large piece of the plane tralllng %omewhat behjnd He
did not know 1f the large piece was the engine.: He ‘stated that
the plane was largely intact except for the”trailing piece.

‘M i c not see fire, or hear ‘an explosa.on, at

any tlme, prior to the actual crash. _
resides at Brookjyn, New

]
”Yox:k, t@lephone _ date of blrth

"honlc ally) .

"11'1\7(;Sligz,1l)<'m mvx 11 / 13 / 01 v—.mQuee_ns‘, New York' “'G]O.

JMcM49A-wa25Q669» x oo ’ : quuuu\ull/l /O

. : . - ) .J_,,:./:.\‘__, . . . - L v S : )
by Steven E. Braug~ ¥ : R : lo

This document contains neither réconyiendaijons nor conclugions of the FBIL 1ris U property of whie FI3) and £3 lonned o voar agency;

iCmd Il corpents are nov o be distributed oulside your agency. . : 1;./
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~ National Transportation Safety Board

Télep_honeMemorénd'Lim |

Date: November 15,.2001
Person lnt‘ervi_ewed:_
Present: Debbie Roland, Witness Group

- Subject: DCA02MA001, Witness Interview e L R

witnessed the subject accident and was interviewed by a y\/itness group member via
telephone. During the conversation she stated: S

I < -iterated the statement she provided the Federal Bureau of Investigation on
November 13, 2001, She heard unusually loud noises from an airplane, She wentto her window
and saw debris that appeared to be paper floating from the sky. She observed a black cylinder
with flames and gray smoke coming from the cylinder, It appeared to be coming from the right
“side of the cylinder. She advised that the airplane was on her left and it seemed quiet. ‘
Approximately 1-2 seconds |ater, she saw the nose of the airplane. There was no fire.

-
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FDDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

']date of tra.nscﬁptio‘n‘é ' il( 13'42001'

o ‘ — 133 Beach Martﬁent. 6B, Belle
Harbor ‘New York, telephone number , was interviewed

at her residence, After being advised of the nature ¢f the
interview and the identities of the 1nterv1ew1ng agents, KOGUT
' 'prov:.ded the follow:.ng J.nformatlon . _

,what sounded 1ike a low flying airplane and observed what she

advised that she went to her w;Lndow after hearlnq

thought was paper falling from the plane. [l then observed a

‘black cylinder shaped barrel, on fire, fallin
airplane heading straight toward the ground.
she did not hear any sound or: explosion before observing the

burning barrel shaped object. ﬁlndloated that when she flr
observed. the airplane it was heading toward her bulldang which is

. located on the oceanfront. [ stated that she did not hear a
oould provxde no

" loud crash when the plane hlt the ground
_addltlonal lnformatlon ' :

from the sky and
_lndlcated that

the’

- NY oy

Investigation on ‘114/3@/01‘ . Belle Harbor, New York

File # 145A-NY-280669-302 '» - Date diested 11/13/01
S SA John W.:-S8cata ' ' PR S el

' "by 8K Steven M, ‘Troyd'

Thxs document contains neither. recommendat\ons nor conclusions of the FBL. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your ageney; .

it.and ifs contents are not to be dxstr:buted outsxde yeur agency.
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" “in to land.She looked’ up. to the shy Lo. catch 8 gllmpse of ‘the plane. | s
(FER T .and she states: that. she observed.the wing . of an airplane flying to’ - [Fw2 -
' the .ground. Then coming behind the wing she onserved a. large alrplane”
w5 “with only.one wingjythe right, wlng,flying and coming. closer to -the gr
y ground she further styies there was-no. smoke or fire ‘she. could see |
=1 coming from the plaim She then saw the plane’ erash in the.distance, f‘
IRERRY _felt the ground and the house- shake ‘upon 1mpact The wltnese then
’ ramn. towards the scene of the cras;; ‘ :
APERE SR
. L g The abovementloned w1tness work
and ‘at 303 ‘Beach 143 ‘street’ ‘lives at
- Rockaway beach. umber Her ‘Work. number
w 33, Case ‘Active. -
c,HQxce'_" R -
CHOICE
AR .
CASE R DATE REVIEWED/CLOSED, -~ -+ . o . € ACTIVE, DATE OF NEXT REVIEW. ..o .+
| Dactive -~ Oolosen . " e e S Tl T . -
REFORTING RAR . . |SIGNATURE. . . . NAME PRINTED _ AR O MMANO
Jorrcer: | RO A % - LOBE 89?88‘6 14" RAM N
REVIEWING/.CLOSING -~ - CASE - - ENTER DESIONRTION. - . T SIGNATURE e c,o;s‘mmALs‘:_
| SUPERVISOR: - + Jewosen: T LORE i L S ot "
TChoice | Choice | . .




~“National Trans‘port'atidn Safety Boar'd' |

- Telephone Me’mera‘nd’_um

Date: November 15, 2001

person Interviewed: || |  GTcNcNzNzNzGG

Present: Luke Schiada, Witness'Group '

Subject: DCAO2MA001, Witness

|ntervi_ew

witnessed the subject accident and.was interviewed by a Wiytness--gr'_oup membper .

via telephone. During the conversation he stated:

" He was on the RoCkawey Boulevard boardwalk on 90" street, when he looked up and observed

an airplane acting “peculiar.” He further described the airplane as “fish-tailing or struggling.” He~
observed the tail section of the airplane separate, which was followed by other-pieces
mately one or two seconds later, he observed smoke and . -

separating from the airplane. Approxi

degrees and entered a dive, The airp
smoke rising.

~-something ignite near the left engine”. - The airplane then banked to the left about 80 to 75

lane disappeared behind a building and he ohserved

-




' National Tran‘s‘porta"tifoh Saf‘etylgdard,

Tezlepv_h»one .Membr'a\n'd'um,' o

Date: March 12, 2002 i
Person_lntérviewed:_ o
Present: Luke Schiada, Witness Group .

Subjec‘t:' DCA02MA001, Witness Interview.

: witnessed the subject accidént airplane and was interviewed by a witnesé grdup X
member via telephone. During the conversation he stated: - - : '

He was in a tow truck traveling westbound on Sea girt Boulevard, near Beach 8" or 11" Street. ©
He remembered seeing two airplanes in the distance, off his right, and when he looked back, he -
observed one airplane in a climb, “tilted to the left,” with “black, thick smoke” coming from the
airplane’s left engine. The black smoke was “wavy" and getting “worse and worse.” He was
stopped at a traffic signal at Beach 215 Street, when he observed a “puff’ of black smoke. The
smoke then became more yellow in color and he could see flames. The airplane continued to

climb and then made a “hard left" tumn, and went straight down “quickly.” The airplane ’
disappeared behind some buildings.- ' ' ’ E .

_did not observe any parts separate from the airplane. No_r did hé observe fire
coming from any.other portion of the airplane. - - - SR S

I < <tim2ted he observed the airplane “for a minute to a minute and a half.” He did not
recall hearing any sound associated with the airplane. He further stated the airplane was Yar
away” and "plurred.” : ' R :

/64




Page _. A . 0b . Pages
) IDale of This Report

. m Street- gpokc with _at phone # -
: He owns the; bullclny an é i

vas in cthe driveway when
he the plane buring in the middle 'and flying west. He saw-the
plane go. straight down.MNo debris was fovm/‘ on hu propcrty, all

.- his-residents _are accounted for. .

T CASE : B DATE REVIEWED/CLOSED T [IFACTIVE, DATE DF NEXT REVIEW .
Dhemive  Clowosen _ ‘ : o o L
REPORTING RANK ' SXGNATURE NAME PRINTED - . TAX REG. NO. COMMAND
OFICER et \ QD\/\//‘ Denlon ooy | IS
HEVIEWINGICLUSING CASE ENTER DESIGNAHON

- SIGNATURE T [COsINITIALS -
SUPERVISOR Y CLOSED. Cumcl OB B Jﬂﬁ R A

fe1 AADY AIAINAI DF rony “”r’ﬂ"f'" pANREOY PATIAR.




' o b1yl S
NoU=iz-2e6t . 13125 NWA FLIGHT ops 8127279781 P.@2.BS

NWA First Officer || Emr'ovee working on Flight 1887, November 12, -
We were taxing out towards rwy 310 at JFK airpont, ime approximately $:00 am. [ocal. We wsre
sequenced 1o follow behind two American Alrlines flights. . An Airbus A-300 and A Boeing 767.

This was our sequence at the runway, The Alrbus was cleared for take-off and the Boeing was
given position and hold 31L. The Boeing 767 was cleared for take-off and shortly thereafter we
were glven position and hokd 31L. tt was during UMs tine that | noticed an airoraft beginning a
rapid nose-over from a normal flight path. | noticed about a mile behind the aircraft some small

~ ‘amount of debris floating toward the ground. | [aoked for signs of an explosion or smoke coming
from the alreraft, but did not see any significant amount of smoke. | did not see any trail of smoke
coming from ground (missile). | never saw any sign of explosion on or araund the wircrafl. My .

. gttention went back to the aircraft. By now it was pretty much in a verlical dive. The “top® of the
aircran was now facing east toward the sun. As it dove vertically, the airoraft rolled to the left R
which allowed me 1o view the “top” profile of girorefl, | am 89% sure that both mainwingswers . .

- Intact. The aircraft appeared to be mostly struclurally sound. " | observed something not correct
on the empanage. There seemed to be something missing or not right. That is realty all | can
say about the tail of the aircraft. The aircraft Impacted the ground vertically. | did not notice any
debris falling with aireraft. L _ x - o
{ forgot to mention when | saw the top profile of the aircraft as it was rolling, | saw the reflection of
the sunlight on the top wing surface. This Is why | am so certain of having intad wings on the
alrcraft, - o . : s

[ have madé statements to: .'Russ‘. fmmAASOC -
' . - JFK Port Authority detective o j AR
‘Ed Davidson-Conference call . R P
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

i

Date of transcription 11/13/01

date of birt N ss I,

was interviewed at the office’ '8 of Northwest Airlines, Terminal 4,
John F. Kennedy Airport (JFK). He was provided the identity of the
interviewing agent and the purpose of the interview. ‘Also present
during the interview was. Alex Velez Jr., a Port Authority Police
Department Detective. _prov:Lded the following information:

B o-ks for Nortihwest Airlines (NWA) as a First Officer.

He started employment with NWA in March 2000. _employee number
at NWA isﬂ/ business telephone number is

along with Cziptain_ were the flight
crew for NWA flight #1867. The flight originated from JFK airport
with the destination of Detroit, Michigan. The flight was to leave
JFK at 9am, from terminal #4. A few minutesg before 9am, _plane
left the terminal and started taxing to runway 31L (31 Left Runway
31L faces in the Northwest direction. At this point, iswitched
his radio from ground frequency to tower frequency. The Tower at JFK
told M -~ :© toxi behind two American Airlines (AA)
flights. The first plane was an Airbus 300, AA flight #587. The
second AA plane was a Boeing 767 model. _ flight taxied behind
the Boeing 767 plane. iétated that he did not notice anything
unusual about either of the AA planes in front of his.

watched fllght #587 start down the runway to take off.

- still did not notice anythlng unusual about the plane.

did not see flight #587 take fo the runway. After the RBoeing 767 AA

plane took off, the tower cleared | £1icht to “taxi, position
old.” While |l v2s rositioning the plane for take off,

ﬂ spoke to a flight attendant, .by phone, to tell her to prepare

the cabin for take off. then looked out in the sky, in the area

where his plane would be heading after take off, and saw an airplane
“in trouble.” : :

‘ -then noticed the troubled plane begin to pitch it’s
nose down. The plane was not flying straight and level. [ then
saw silver debris fragments approximately a half a mile behind the
troubled plane. The silver fragments were falling straight down
toward the ground. -stgt;ted that he did not notice any fire,

1 }//11 leejl .}aulaiba, I\VT:L A% ‘{Ul}\
Investigation on at j |
‘
149A-NY-280669-302

File # ‘ Dute dictated

SA MATTHEW GALIOTO J/2—

by

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of te FBL It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency: /é 6
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. i '
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explosion or significant amount of smoke. -stated that he
might have tapped on the shoulder and pointed to the
troubled plane. The plane theh went into a nose dive toward the
ground _ view of ‘the plane was from it's profile. The
plane then turned to where could see the top part of the
plane. Just before impagt, the plane turned back to the profile
view. up until impact,h did not notice any fire or
significant amounts of smoke. |

i

-Stated that L is “almost positive” the plane’s
wings and body were intact. ﬁ could not tell if the engines
were still attached to the plane. did feel that “something
was wrong” with the tail or empennage part of the plane. After
the plane hit the ground, there was a large fireball and dark
smoke . _ flight was still on tower frequency and he did
not recall any communication between the tower and AA flight
#587. -stated that ithe AA flight may have switched to
departure frequency.

One of the other fllcghts behlnd_radloed to the
tower to see if tower control knew about the downed plane. At
that point, tower control was unaware of the crash. did
not notice any smoke from the ground to the plane and did not
notice anything like a missile hitting the plane. heard
that AA flight #587 was supposed to have departed at 8am, but was
delayed. He did not know the reason for the delay. stated
that the Airbus 300 model: has Qwo engines, one on each side of
the wings. '

prov1ded a copy of a 51gned written statement he
made to AR on 11/12/01.




THE PORT AUTHORITY OF NY & NJ
One Path Plaza, Jersey City, N..J. 07306
POLICE CRIMINAL COMPLAINT

FOLLOW-UP REPORT

276 TEL. EXT, (201)963-7411

NON CRIMINAL INCIDENT REPORT

|
i
i
|
i

v UF 61 Number . »Agency Facility County of Offense |.C.C.R, Number.
: . o ‘ 03 |JFKIA | Queens A3 -0
1 Complaint INVESTIGATION .OF AIRCRAFT Law/Sect PIA. Crime Date Occurred | Loc Code ~ - ¢ T
CRASH (AMERICAN AIRLINES FLIGHT 567) Code 11/12/01 000 XEOINY OINJ
2 Complaint Law/Sect PiA. Crime | Day Occurred Time Occurred (From-To)
‘ Code Monday ‘

Oinside . x[J Outslde

Place of Occurrence (Address) ~ Newport Road between 129 St. and 131 St Belf Harbor, Queens, NY .

Date Reported - ‘

_ ; 11/12/01
Complainant's Name Séx Race | Age Area Cd - Bus. Tele.,
v OF. ‘ L
Complalnant's Address : Area Cd. - Home Tele.
. i B
1 Suspect's Name(Last, First; initial} [J Arrested ~[Jinterviewed ex Race Date of Birth Age | Fhone
. MOF i .
Suspect's Address ; Hgt. | Wt Hair ~ Eyes Soc. Sec. Number -
i - .
; P.A. Arrest # B. Number
Suspect's Name (Last, First, initlal)  [JArrested = (linterviewed éex ace Date of Birth Age | Phone
2 - A OMOF s v
Suspect's Address | Hgt. wit. Hair . Eyes 88N
P.A. Arrest # . B. Number
Pet, of Occurrence Pot. Voucher No. Alarm No. Docket Number Court Date Court
Magistrate Disposition Ca#e Closed - ] By Arrest Casé Open Records Section Only
oo i [J By Other- . [ Upfounded Dinactive - [DActive | O Master Log [ MNI File
Detalls of Complaint: Include Additional Suspects, Complainants, Wltnesseé Summarlze Detail of Complalnt

Investxgatxon of American Airlines flight 587, tail number N053AA, aircraft type: Airbus A300, on take off
from JFKIA airport, runway 31Left, enroute to Santo Dommgo Dommlcan Republic.

»

Reference is made to all reports and 'memorandums for thxs case ﬂ‘le

On November 12, 2001, the undersigned assisted FBI Specnal Agent Matt Gahoto We responded to
Northwest Axrlmes (JFKIA) for the purpose of i mtervermg Noﬂhwest Airlines flight number 1867 crew
m I Special Agent Galioto interviewed First Officer

First Officer, has been employed from March 2000, First
stated he observed American Airlines aircraft flight 587 taxi and didn’t observe/anythmg usual
with the aircraft as it passing his aircraft. At approxlmately 0900 hours the Captain of his all{praﬁ taxied to 31-
Left and were number three airoraft for take off, While awaiting take off he observed American Airlines
aircraft flight 587 in flight. He observed the aircraft was not dxsplﬁymg any smoke, fire when it was nose- -
diving. ‘He also observed aircraft debris trailing from be}hmd the aircraﬁ for approximately five miles. He also
| observed the wing and related that he felt something did not appear “right.” He also observed both wings on -

the aircraft ag it was “on the way down,” and did not observe the ehgmes On impact he observed a fireball
and dark smoke This case remams open/actlve Investigatlon is oontmumg

ﬂngllnv stigatifgOfficer
Alex Velez, I

r/ )Z?&vember 12\(76?

‘i Shield Number
063

Tax Reg!stry Number
20496

Tour Comman

Date

| Facliity, Ccmr?nanding Officer

Da{e

1%
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E % THE PORT. AUTHORITY OF NY & NJ R o
AN . Ona Path Plaza, Jersey City, Ni J. 07306 TEL. EXT. (201)963-7114 7
© . POLICE NON-CRIMINAL COMPLA!NT T '
. FOLLOW UP REPORIT s . )
R Date 11/12/01 Follow-up #-+ " -
UE §1,Number gency .Fagility . CountyofOHensa C.C.R, Number |~
- 03 | JFK - Queens 7101022230
11 Complamt . - Law/Sect P.A, Cdmg Date Ocourred Loc Code .
& Invesugate Au’craﬁ Crash' 1 5 Cade 11/12/01° 1000 @Ny DN .
Complamt S o | Law/Sect .. 71 P.A, Crime | Day Occurred Time Occurrsd (From~To) .
: o : : : "} Colde Monday 0915 ¢ o
- Place of Occurrenoa (Address) - - Date Reported . | Time Reporled
“| Clinsids {1 Qutsida’ 129 Street Belle Harbor NY = R 11/12/01 ‘1650 o
Complalnant‘s Name R ' Sex Race. | Age . | Area Cd - Bus, Tele. . o
’ ComplainamsAddress o B ' Aren Cd —Home Tela, | . oo Lot
Suspecl’s Name(Lasl Flrst Inmal) DArmsled D!n\ewlewed l %ex»[-J l F'gace. Date of Biﬁn- Age ‘P,honve. ’ _. o (RN v'v:"" vl K
suspectsAddress : Hat, wgt. . | Halr T Eyes : ch. Sec. Number: - :
PA Arest # e ‘ B Romber
_Suépec(‘s Name, (Last, First, inital) - [JArested Dinterviewed :“a:e]ex o ] Race vDale‘q‘f'Binh Age Phoneg - -
Suspscls Address - i Het ‘ Wl Hair . Eyes : SSNU
; ; TA Arrest# %, Number
Pcl ofOocurrance : Pct VoucherNo Alarm Na. * DocKel Number . - Coun'Date ; Coun e p S
Maglsuale e D\sposiuun s Case Closed []ByArresl ‘ Case Open™ T Records Seclion Only .
: {7 By Other .. [0 Unfounded ‘T Inactive - [JActive |- C) Master Log [ M File

in Belle Harbor, NY

“At 1030 hours, Captam
Northwest A1rhnes Flight 1
line to takeoff from Runway 31L when Captam
an axrcraft and then the aircraft went into a nose dive-an crashed.
appeared to be-intact and that there was no vi
dxvmg Traces of smokc were vmble

Demlls o! Compla(nL lnclude Addluonal Suspects C

Synopsxs Amcncan Axrlmes leght 587 departed JFK a

isible fire. The airer

omplaman!s Wxtnesses Summariz; Detall o! Complalnl

t 0913 howrs and crashed in the vxcmlty of 129"‘ Street

Fand First Ofﬁcer-j«hb:were :the:pv"
were mterviewed in Terminal Folr by the undersxgned Flight 1867 was in
reported that he saw pieces of an axrcraﬁ fallmg from

"First Ofﬁcer-tated that were wings

ing o the left and :
and-ire bas sed in aneapohs

aft appeared to be

Shield Numbsr

ilot and do;piiot of -

Tax Reglsw Number .

Det. John Curnyn

Arresling/lnvestlgatlng Ofﬂcer

103

037523

] Tour. Commander

@kMC«a‘/\

Dale .

Facility Commandmg Orﬁcer L

Dale -
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 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

_ ‘ k v ‘ e ‘Date of t%anscription 11 /15/2001 .
s — s I - oo ninver

m— oo o I :c0c e ok
was interviewed at her.residence After being advised of the -
1dent1ty of the 1nterv1ew1ng agent and the purpose of the

interview, _ prov1ded the following information regardlng
the crash of AMERICAN AIRLINES FLIGHT # 587: '

; L Sometlme between 8 : 30 AM and 9: 30 AM on 11/12/01

"B -s running along the beach between Beach logg ach

127 Streets, Queens, New York. . As she was runnlng,Wlooked
up to see a plane slowly turnlng and falllng She also observed
one of its jet engines falling away. from the plane. ‘At the same
time, | noticed other little pieces also coming off the
plane and falling to the ground. She did not see any fire from ~
either the plane or' its detached parts. was close enough

~to count the windows on the plane’s fuselage. e heard a low
~rumble as the plane fell and then felt its 1mpact ‘when it crashed.

Because of the rising sun; the tumbllni ilane cast confus1ng

shadows that made it difficult for to determine its
trajectory durlng its descent. For this reason,
cover by runnlng toward the water.

sought

‘M@ﬂ@mﬁon, ‘11/12/01 .~ at Queens, New York

Fle # 149A-NY-280669-302 =14 | Date dictated  11/15/01 /‘7
" SA John»J;‘Janus L Ll R R ,

>

'-by

- This ‘document contams nexther recommendatlons nor conclusnons of the FBL 1t is the property of the FBI and-is loaned to your agency; -
" it and ‘its. contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.. . ‘ , Iz/
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 National Transportation Safety Board

Telephone-_Mefmoran_dom'

Date November15 2001

Person Intervrewed _

Present: John Darbo, Witness Group

Subject: DCA02MAOO1, Witness Interview-

_wrtnessed the subject accident and was |nterV|ewed by a wrtness group member
via telephone. Durrng the conversation he stated v N _

He was eatrng breakfast in Riis Park, at Beaoh 149 & Rockaway Beach Blvd When he heard :
an unusual aircraft engine noise. He described the noise as, “the engine was taking in air but
not accelerating.” Upon learning that had experience as a military aircraft
maintenance technician, the interviewer asked “Like a compressor stall’?”’ to wh|ch

responded “Exactly.”

described the aircraft's fllght path as, “wobbly” ' He dld not observe the tail sectlon
of the airplane but noted that as he acquired visual contact with the airplane the right engine
was, “about 5 feet from the alrplane moving away from the wing.” He observed no fire or smoke
but did note that the left engine was still attached. He described the attltude as nose up about 5
to10 degrees, going toward nose down, rn a left bank ' . _

was employed as a law enforcement offrcer His mllltary arrcraft malntenance
experience was with Marine hellcopters




NatibnaI‘Transportation'Safety Board -

"Te'lephon’e; Mem_oralndumi_,’

_ Date February 28, 2002

Person InterVIewed _ T

Present: Norman Miller, Witness Group

- Subject: DCAOZMAO_O1,~Witness:lnterview

A witness group member mtervnewed_vie telephone. D.urin'gv the oonversatioh, she |
stated: _ - R : . .

She was in her kitchen on Beach 144‘h Street, when she heard a noise and Iooked up to see.a
piece of something fathg off the Airbus. - She thought it mlght have been an engme She did not
see any fire or smoke . . :

o
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January 15,2002

~ Palm City, FL 34990

Myr. Luke Schiada ,

Air Safety Investigator = '

NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD , .
2001 Route 46, Suite 504 . , .
Parsxppany., NJ 07054 - ' | s |

‘Dear Mr. Schlada , |
- The following are my observatwns, based upon the form you supphed to
me, of the crash of American Airlines 587 on November 12, 2001.
At the time of the incident, I .was.at.the..rear ofa .pnv.ate residence
located at _Heward Beach, NY watching airplanes take off from
JFK Airport. The residence is at the north end of a wide canal which runs to the -
SSE and is east of and parallel to Cross Bay Blvd.
‘ 1 I was lookmg to the south. The alrplane was travehng from my left to
my right and rising slightly. .~ | :
2. 1 observed no parts separate or fall from themrplane :
3. I first observed the. au*plane as written in 1. above. A bright yellow
~ flash of hght, very.much like a camera flash, appeared where the
right wing (direction of flight) meets the fuselage. The size of the
flash was approximately the width of the fuselage from top to
~ bottom. The plane stopped:its forward and upward progress and
“descended vertically while maintaining its same attitude. A stream of
~ white smoke rose vertically from the location where the flash had
appeared as it fell, '
- 4. I observed the plane for apprnnmately Sto 10 seconds after the ﬂash -
- and for approximately 30 seconds prior to the flash of light.
- 5. Tlost sight of the plane when it fell behmd the ﬁre house on the west

side Cross Bay Blvd. ,
If necessary, you may contact me at my resxdence telephone. - |

/70




National ‘Transpoftation Safety Board

Date: January 10, 2002

Subject DCAOZMA001 Wltness Interwew

' _thnessed the subject accident and contacted the Safety Board after he

received a request to prov1de a written statement of his observatlons During our conversat|on :

he stated:

| ,TelfephoneMemAOrandUm o

He was on the 13" floor of a buxldlng located at 107 10 ‘Shorefront Parkway, when he notlced a

“light in the sky, like a reflection out of the side of my eye,” through a window. :He observed the

accident airplane and “within a split second” the left engine separated.  He also observed other -

“debris” in the sky and “whtmsmal white smoke” trailing the airplane. The airplane banked left,

“more than 45-degrees” and the right engine separated about 2-3 seconds after the left engine.”
The airplane then nose-dived straight down “Ilke a dart,” and he then observed a fireball rise up

from the ground.

estxmated he observed the alrplane for about 10.t0 15 seconds Addmonally,_

he stated he did not observe any fire comtng from the alrplane and he dld not recall hearing any

sounds priorto the |mpact

LLuke Schiada’
A Safety Investlgator
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription ] ‘] /12/2001

on novemper 12, 2001, [N
date of birth_ home address East

Meadow, New York, home telephone number cellular
telephone number , was telephonically interviewed
by Special Agents Stacy G. Bowery and Kimberly A. McCaffrey of
the Federal Bureau of Investigation in regard to Control Number
NY17. "After’ belng advised of the ident e interviewing
Agents and the nature of the 1nterv1ew,lﬂh

provided the
following information:

is employed by WELLSBACK ELECTRIC

(WELLSBACK), 111-10 14th Avenue, College Point, New York as an
electrician. On 11/12/2001, _gwas working with two (2)
co-workers, on the beach boardwalk lampposts located between
122nd and 123rd streets in Queens. WELLSBACK has the contract to
maintain these lampposts. [ stated that it i o
hear planes fly above him at this location; however,mt
west and noticed & plane flying quite low, slightly to

€ ! looked down and heard-a loud T“POOF,”  like
backflre and looked up. saw the engine fall off the
-plane and hit the tail where he saw the American Airlines (AA)

1ogo. “oh no, not another AA_plane.”
- saw smoke bWhe plane fly through the smoke

and the engine fall. saw debris falling and watched
the plane go down, but did not see it, hit the ground. -

oy

and his co-workers:were approXimately three

(3) blocks away from where the plane went down and rushed to
assist. * commented that he was impressed at how the

hectic scene was kept orderly and not pandemonium. || NN
attempted to assist in the evacuation of the neighborhood untll

the police arrived.

ADMINfSTRATIVE: CONTROL NUMBER NY17

Investigationon  11/12/2001 at New York, New York (telephonically)

File # 149A-NY-280669 _ Datcdictated N/A

. 8SA Stacy G. Bowery:sgb ' . . '
by SA Kimberly A. McCaffrey ' ,72

This document contains neither recomumendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your ‘lg,ulc‘y
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. ) : (._§ 1 . ‘
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:FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 11/14/2001

_ residing at 191 Beach 137th St, Belle Harbor,
~NY, telephone number *being advised of the identities

of the interviewing Agents and the purpose of the interview which
was to obtain information regarding the plane crash on November 12,
2001, provided the following information: '

B -cGvised that shortly after 9:00 A.M. November 127

2001 A.M. while he was jogging by the corner of Rockaway- Beach Blvd
and Beach 136st St he heard an aircraft engine. Then he looked up
and observed that the aircraft was teetering. The aircraft was
‘approximately over 1000 feet in the air. [ thén observed that
the left wing fell off the aircraft. The aircraft then pitched up

- and appeared to be shaking. The aircraft then went into a nosedive
and crashed to the ground. | did not hear an explosion and did
not observe any fire on the aircraft while it was in the air.

-

Investigation on 11/12/01 at  Queens, | NY

File # 149A-NY-280669 ~ ~u 7/ ~ ! Date dictated . N /A
- SA Paul HarrisQ@W

by ~ SA Paul g7 Tambrino/PST:pst

/

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 11 is the propérty of the FBI and is loancd to your agency; / 7 3
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. : )




From:

Sent: .~ Tuesday, February 12, 2002 8:52 PM S -

{To: . 'aa587TWit@NTSB.gov' - R L .
Subject: AA 587 witness statement. L s s '

-,'Dearslr . B ‘

. On November 12,2001, IW|tnessed the crash of AA 587 [ submitted a very brief written - 4

- statement to an NYPD ESU officer at about 9:45 AM. | also was interviewed by an FDNY Fire
Marshall from approximately 1030 AM until 1130 AM. '] am submitting this to provide details in my -
own words-and also to now include an explanation of those things that | did not-see. This :
submittal will be broken into three parts; an explanatlon of my cred|b|||ty asa W|tness the facts
(as | saw them), and my opinion. : B -

Credibility as a witness

lam a degreed electrical engmeer My expenence is with control systems at nuclear power

- plants. Although | am 57, | am in very good health and was wearing glasses correcting my

eyesight to 20/20. My experience at nuclear power plant has been in the operations phase - not
design. Hence, | am conditioned to be observant and trained in the techniques for investigation o
of technical incidents. - | am also aware of the consequences of rushing to conclusions or publicly — #
announcing preliminary inflammatory opinions. As such, | do not have an agenda {amalso -

aware that investigations can lead to requirements-and actions that are not related to the cause of

an event but are refated to personne! or equtpment response to the event cause.’

. 'l_spent over four years in the Navy as ships company on the USS Enterpnse, _

In the Navy, | received basic flight instruction, In'my career, | have

" 'spent too many hours in the air and at airports. | have a basic :
understanding of the theory of flight. And | have good av1ahon observahon

skills ' _ .

Description of the event

On the weekend of Nov 12, 2002 | was visiting my mother who resides at. _ !

" was taking a walk on the beach and decided to call my wife in Alabama on my cell phone at
approximated 9:10 when | was.at Beach 134 St near the water. (The tide was low.) Because of

“ the strong on-shore wind, | stopped walking and turned away from the ocean to. place the phone
in an attitude that wind noise was minimized. As | was talking, | observed several planes passing
over the Rockaway peninsula close to my locahon -

-~

" | noticed AA 587 when if cleared the rooftops from my vantage point.- At that time; it was at an

~elevation angle of less than 10 deg. and was heading almost straight at me (perpendicular to the
~shoreline). It appeared to be in a very slow climb and to have a very slight left bank. | nohoed it
and tracked it because It appeared to be low and slow for a two- -engine plane

t's altitude and speed seemed more typlcal of a 747 as it approached
, Rockaway Forthat reason | kept my eyes on it

* After about twenty seconds, the plane was at an elevation angle of iess than 30 deg with as .
azimuth from the shore to it of about 75 deg to the NE, it was presenting its starboard side to me

atan angle of less than 10 deg. .In other words, | could see the right underside of the fuselage,

the vertical stabilizer, the right side horizontal stabilizer, the entire underside of the right wing with
its engine, the underside of the left wing (except for the wing root area bout half way to the A

" engine. | could clearly see the left engine.- At that time | noticed a 51gnn‘|cant amount of debris

that seemed to originate from the left side of the fuselage aft of the wing root. | observed the _
debris in the flight path behind and under the plane. The debris did not originate from any portion
of the plane that 1 could see. Debris left the plane for a ‘second. - With one exception, it had the
appearance of chaff (small reflecting pieces that fell slowly). - There was one panel that was
‘clearly rectangular in shape it had had a size that made me think 1t was a control surface But it

| [_74




was not any control surface that | could see. (the only one that I could hot_‘see was the ieft_. .
elevator.) There wasno damage to any component that | was abie to observe. Until the next
‘paragraph’s event, | thought that the plane would circle backto JFK.: : T

The plane continued in level flight with no chance in heading for at least two more seconds
(possibly up to 4 or 5 second) after the original debris eruption. At this time, the plane was at an
elevation ange! of 30 -40 degrees. It was definitely over the peninsula at an angle from my
location on the shore that was about 60 deg NE from the shoreline t was. It was presenting its-
“starboard side to me at about 15 deg. | could still see the left engine and part of the left wing
_inboard of the left engine. At this time, a tongue of flame puffed from the fuselage just aft of the
-wing root and extended almost to the left engine. The puff lasted for less than a second and left a
small black cloud trailing behind the left wing between the fuselage and the left engine.

. Almost immediately, there were violent control actions. The planeyawed {0 the left about 10

degrees. This was a step movement. | am not familiar with-the hydraulic design of the plane. If
the rudder's hydraulic system were an opposed piston design with a position held by equalizing

. pressure, the movement could only have resuited from the failure of the hydraulic piping to one
side of the piston. The movement could not have come from the normal operation of a control
~system that had any lead or lag compensation.. The plane’s nose also pitched up at [east seven
or eight degree - violently but not as-violently as the yaw, S '

This caused a stall. The plane lost speed and fell. off to the feft. [knew the stall was - ‘
unrecoverable - so | took my eyes off the plane to use my cell phone to call 911. (I was hoping
that it would make it to the ocean and | was the only one anywhere nearby on the beach.) When |
“took my eyes off the plane it was at an elevation angle of about 40-45 deg. It was 40 degrees
. northeast of the shoreline. It was presently itself to me at an angle of about 35 deg. (i.e. heading
almost SE). it was banked left at about 10 degree and its nose had fallen to pitch down at about
. five degrees. At this time there was no visible damage that | could see. The wings were intact. -
* The right vertical and the horizontal stabilizers were intact. Both engines were intact and
attached to the plane.. ' ' o '

By the time 911 answered the plane had gone in. | could see the smoke overthe robftoES. I

helpful, you might obiain some correfation from my cell phone.. It is Verizon | was
talking to my wife onh my home. When | noticed the first debris puff, | said “Oh my

god, there is a plane coming apart.” By the time | said that the plane had lost hydraulics and |-
~said, “I'm going to hang up and call 911." My wife did not hear me the second phrase.” The -
phone had disconnected. | immediately called 911 and looked up to see the smoke. | gota

. message instead of an operator - so | called my mother to alert her.

As | was calling my mother, [ went to the 130 St.and Rockaway Beach Blvd. | saw that my
“assistance was not needed. . So | returned to calm my 86 year old mother. On the.way, | called
my sister to advise her that my mother and myself were OK and that other relatives were
probably OK. | also called my brother (an FDNY battation chief) with the same information and
also told-him that | had witnessed the event and would make a statement. When a arrived at my
mother's, | almost immediately started writing the statement. Within several minutes an NYPD
ESU unit' was canvassing the neighborhood to ensure residents’ safety. | signed and gave a
written statement to the unit's Sgt. He did not delay with me since his mission'was safety - not
investigation., - ’ ' :

My. brother responded to the scene before 10AM. At the FDNY command center, he initiated
action for an FDNY fire marshal to interview me. He arrived at my mother's house about 1030
AM.- My statements to him were made verbally. Priorto his-arrival, | talked to no- on€ otherthan
‘my mother and the ESU Sgt. The fire marshal took notes.. My statement was witnesses by.an
airline pilot who fives at | N M e pilot did not witness the event but was on the
strest when the fire marshal came. He listened without interruption to my entire statement. As |
was leaving, the pilot expressed a desire to make some observations to the marshal.

14
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Since the event ] have minimized my dlscussmns wnth others and coverage Immedlately after .

the event, I-tried to freeze 1mages in my memory. | know that nmages can be dlstorted by time

and discussion.
Oplmon

Itismy oplmon that the p|Iot jost ﬂlght control becauge of an event that originated m the Iower left
side of the fuselage aft of the wing root.

You can reach me at_OF E mall at_- '

Thank you.
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" 416 BEACH 137TH STREET

~ November 27, 2001

- National Transportation Safety Board . .
2001 Route 46, Suite 504 :
,Pars:ppany, New Jersey 07054

‘ A'lT LUKE SCHIADA :

~ Gentlemen: o . DI o L

- In rep‘ly to “yOur letter of November 21, 2001,'regardmg ’che accident
} 'occurrmg on November 12, 2001, involving American Airlines flight 587 that
- crashed in Belle Harbor, New York I submit the followmg :

To the best of my recollectlon, I was S|ttmg in my kltchen, facing east. I

- heard.a loud rumble, thundering noise. I lifted my eyes to see the cause and I

~saw the plane coming down, straight like an arrow, maybe three or four blocks
~away. I later found out it had crashed at Beach 1315t Street

The plane was coming stralght down I dld not observe any parts
separating or falling from the airplane. The tail and wings had already
. separated because the plane looked like a pencil going straight into the ground.

I did not see any smoke or fire or flames coming from the plane. It was only a

' 'matter of seconds that I -observed the plane. I observed it just above the

_ rooftops until it exploded into the ground. As I lostsight of the plane, it

- exploded, when it hit the ground. My only observatlon of the plane was when I
- saw it coming down from the sky for those brief seconds

_ I hope I have been of some help. In the event you need to contact me, myA
-~ home phone number is listed at the top of this letter; my office phone is || ]
I d cellphone is ﬁ Good Luck with your investigation.

Ve

truly youts,

176

Ty o g et e



~FD302 (Rev. 10-6-95)

-1

- FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcnptxon S 11/14/01

416 Beach 137th Street, Far. Rockaway, New
York; telephone number: ; Was interviewed regardlng
the crash of American Airlines fllght #587. on November 12, 2001.

_was SJ.ttJ.ng at her kltchen table around 9:00am
on 11/12/01 when she heard a rumbling so loud that she thought it
was the Concorde. Her whole house shook. | ocoxed up in
the sky and saw an American Airlines jetliner in a nose dive. It
‘disappeared behind some buildings after which she saw some black
smoke, billowing upwards. [N Cdic not see ‘any fire, nor did
she see any parts come off the airplane.

WU dAWPD | qu/{[{ C?(’"JPN:;’J?‘%—_

Investigation on 11/12/01 ‘ Queens , New Yotk

File # 149A-NY-280669 sub 302 = /5 . Dacdimed 11/12/01
A Janet L. Engel , C
by @&SA Rlchard P. Mlka

~ This documcnt contains neither recommcndauons nor conclustons of the FBL. - It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your-agency;

-t And its contents aré not to be distributed outside your agency: - o ] S . My
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}, **“328 Beach 144 sf

" that she was

ﬂo Tnjurles'

‘making

and .getting ready to freeze it when.she’

- sound and.looked outside her kitchen -window.

.." plane. The plane.went on fire By thelwing.’ She then’saw. an

.- explosion.and things coming- off"the plane.The plane then went

“straight down nose first.: She: then. ‘heard-a crash and saw black
“smoke ‘and knew ‘that a plane had crashed. B PR

No property damage.yif‘- -

M VA Gk, ECHUVERLLULS .

anksgiving Turkey stuffing for:-naxt. week "
‘heard a loud- crackllnv’,
She  then "saw -the -

R ansSwWeD.. -

e Page L0 g

FGER 0y o 7L
- I \ REVIE ING/ \j p }ﬂSE ENIER DESIGNAYION
- VlSO’y CLOSEO . :0R. 'B

e '..' mlmvmn N-M-mu o

Al AR

nr.arerAnenTA

ER




NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD
2001 Route 46, Suite 504 =~
_ Parsippany, New Jersey 07054
(973) 334-6561 - Fax(973) 334-6759

November'?_l, 2001
‘Dear Sir or Madam, -

' The National Transportatlon Safety Board is lnvestlgatlng an accrdent that occurred on November
12,2001, involving American Airlines flight 587, that crashed in Belle Harbor New York. :You have
been identified as an eyewrtness ora potentlal eyewrtness

On behalf of the Safety Board | would like to request your assrstance by asklng lf you would please .
-take the time to provide a written statement of your observations. A hand. written statement on a
separate: sheet of paper s fine; it does not have to be’ typed. | have enclosed a self addressed
stamped envelope for your convenience |n returnlng your statement to me _

o V3 Do Ly
ln your statemen please. n;z&%e%your locatlon an wha ou %rv@dj%/or hearip If appllca%
please djscuss the following: Z
l (ortendl, 2Bl 17 %zz‘% /M%@/) »~>

1. The dlrectlon the alrp Ane’ was travellng (up/down rrght/lef’ﬂ) A

S 2. Dld you observe ahy parts separatlng or falllng from the alrplane7 lf so, are you able to

~ describe the parts? %Ww

3. Did you observe any smoke or fire coming from the airplane? If-so, where. was it comlng
- from and was it present the entlre time you observed the airplane? . 724-

4, How long did you observe the alrplane’? {—/ﬂMsz : - R
5. lf you lost srght of the alrplane what was your flnal view of the alrplane’? W "/é//f 7

< Bloee a5 bl Lol ~ P

. AL
Additionally, | Would apprecrate if you can provide me with a telephone number and the best time to//;

call you in the event | need tocontact iou in the iutuie/@% %//‘/5&) . Mé’
VA

Thank you for your tlme and cooperation. Your help is greatly appreclated Piease feel tree to \
contact me at 973 334 6561, lf you have any questlons : v

i S*lncerel'y,' .

' Luke Schiada , '
- Alr Safety Investigator
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_FD-302 (Rev. 10-6-95)

1o

- FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcnptlon 11/14/2001

New York 11634, telephone number-
at her residence. After being advised of the identity of. the
interviewing agent and the nature of the 1nterv1ew,_
vprov1ded the follow1ng 1nformatlon'

-_was in her reSLdence on the mornlng of

413 Beach 125th Street, Belle Harbor,
was interviewed

November 12, 2001l. At approximately 9:15am, she heard the sounld

of an airplane that was very loud ‘and initially assumed that it
was the Concorde/SST flying over her house. _stated
that airplanes normally fly directly over Belle Harbor to and
from JFK Airport and that the Concorde had just resumed flying
~into and out of JFK Airport last week after a long absence. As
the plane got closer and got louder G scnsed that

~ something was wrong and looked out her back window.

. saw a commercial alrplane that was flying much toc: low over a
residential neighborhood The plane was flying south (towards
the ocean), p0551bly in a south west dlrectlon

_ stated that the plane was flying at )

_approx1mately a 45 degree angle towards the ground.
saw one of the aircraft engines fall off the plane while it was
still airborne. She did not see any fire or flames while ‘the

aircraft was still in the air. hthen felt a shake and

hiiii ii prlOSlOI’l as the aircraft crashed into the ground.
' then saw a plume of black smoke and a ball of flames

erupt several blocks from her residence.

later learned

that the downed airplane was. American Alrllnes Flight Number 587.

Jstated that her upstalrs tenants, ‘and

also saw. the airplane .crash. d stated
that [N found a piece of the alrcraft in her backyard
‘and gave it to the NYPD or FDNY. ' ,

.vInveettgat'iohon 11/12/2001 at Belle Harbor, New York

File # 149A-NY-280669 SUB302 |  Duedimed . 11/14/2001

by SA Conor M. 0O'Sullivan:cmo

. This document contains nelther recommendanons nor conclusnons of the FBI, 1t is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
. itand its contents are not to be d:strlbuted outside your agency. - : ‘
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THE PORT AUTHORITY OF NY 3 N.J

PA 21138 4 _ One Path Plaza, Jersey City, NJ, 07308 E. - T
0599 T R © . POLICE NON-CRIMINAL INCIDENT - TEL, EXT. (201) 216-6800 -
. B . " FOLLOW-UP REPORT : : o " N.C.LR.
: o A Follow-up #
UF 61 Number _ | Agency - Fac:jh'ty County of Offensa CCR Number™
_ 03 JEK Queens 22230-01
Campiaint . : o Law/Sect: Crime Code Dale Occurred P.A. Location Code
1| Investigate A1r<‘raﬁ Crash - : o - 11712017 | 000 mw 0w
Camplaint . - Law/Sscl : Crime Code Day Occurred. Time Occurred {From-Ta)
2 ' Monday 0915
Place of Occurrence (Address) Beue Harbor Qucens N’Y American Aulmcs Yllght#587 .t Date Reported — - | Time Reported
1 Inside (O Qutside . 11/1 2/01 2 0921
Camplainant's Name (Last, Flrs( initial) . Sex K Race Age Area Cd - Bus. Tele.
PSNY Lo . jOmorF R
Complainant’s Address . N . T ) ] B ] Area Cd, - Home Tele.
PSNY \ o : : f o ~
Suspect’s Name (Last, First, Initial) -] Amesled  [Jinterviewed ] Sex Race 0.08, Age Area Cd - Tele .
1 - . 5 [ . oM 0OF C o - K
Suspect's Address B .- : l Hgt ] Lng ] Hair Eyes -1 Soc. Se_c. Number
; j P.A. Arrest No. 8. Number
Suspect's Namae (Last, First, Initial) (3 Arested  (Jlnlerviewed : Eex ar l Race D.0EB. Age Area Cd - Teis
Suspecl’s Address - . g Hpt Wgt air Eyes Sac: Sec. Number
P.A. AtrestNo. -1 B. Nurf\ber
Pct of O‘ccurrence Pet Voucher No, - Wanted Person Alarm No, Docket Number Court Date Coyrt
NYPD100 ‘ L ‘ ' . R
Magis\ra(e . § Dispasition Casa Closed . [] By Arrast Case Qpen - Records Section Only -
: 8y O(her 0 Unfounded {0 tnactive RActive {0 Master Log ] MN! File
Detaxls of ComplamL On follow-up report give additional delaﬂs of compIaEn\ such as progress of investigation, description of property recovered, etc, -
Synopsis: Investigate crash of American Ajrlines Flight#587. Aircraft did crash into New York City Bell
Harbor location, The crash did cause damage to homes and buildings in the area., Known dead all on aiteraft.
| Investigation at-this time leans towards mechamcal problem. ‘
leation: The undersigned did interview two witnesses. .0.B n_—y- -
SanJose Ca.,95125. Telephone .O. By
same address and home telephone number as the mother Cell number 1s_ : ' e

The first witness, stated that she was at terminal#9’ gate 44 at approxxmately 0900-0925 lookmg out of the _ e
window when she observed a plane taking off. She explained that the plane was horizontal and began to turn N ,;
when she thought that the sun was shining on the plane but realized that fire was coming from the middle of | ‘ / 0

the plane. She conveyed that the left side of the plane was on fire and the plane started to go down as she lost . o o

sight of i it.

| The second witness; stated that he,whcxi heard his mother scream he looked out the window and saw a plane in
a vertical position with two pieces of metal falling along side of the plane. He explained that one of the pieces
was the left engine and the other piece he was not ccrtam about He expressed that at thc time he saw the plane
the left engine was gone. . :

On both witnesses account, there were no other objects in the sky at the time the of the'incident.

- Case Status: Oper/Active

Arresling/lnvestigating Officer - - » Shield Number Tax Registry Number

'Dct‘NariceWest:)/f /\/W"/h iz ol 133 |- 039872

Tour Commander : 1 Date lFacili!y Commanding Officer B Lﬁale
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FD-302 (Rev. 10-6-95)

-1 -

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

‘ Date of transcription’ 11-15=-01

white male — Belle
telephone— was contacted. After
being advised of the identity of the interviewing agent and the
purpose of the interview, he provided the followiniinformationi

. On the morning of November 12, 2001, was walking
on the boardwalk at Beach 104 Street. He saw a -plane in the sky,
and then saw a fireball erupt from the plane. An engine broke
away from the plane. and flew off to the right. B inted to
to small pieces of metal in his driveway which may have been '
debris from AA Flight 587. :

Investigation on 11-12-0 l ~a Belle Harbor , N.Y.
Fie# 1A9A-NY-280669 . Date dicated
by SA Peter M. Brady ' ' ‘ -

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaxlgd to your agency; - (qu ‘ )

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. -
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FD-302 (Rev. 10-6-95)

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 4
‘ B | 11/13/2001

* Date of transcnpuon

_On 11/12/2001 _ hereinafter

DOB ;.

‘home residence Belle
Harbor, New York, 11694, home telephone employment:

retired NYC Fire Department, was interviewed in Belle Harbor,
oueens, NY. [ vas advised of the identity of the
interviewing agent orally and by display of identi n
credentials. The purpose of the interview was forfﬂ)to
provide his description of the crash of American’ Alrllnes Flight
#587. -prOVlded the following:

_ was . taklng his normal walk along the beach in
"Riis Park, on the east end of the Rockaway Peninsula around 9:00
AM, and he was fa01ng north towards New York City while walking
and watching planes, saw the airplane over Jamaica Bay and
was looking directly at it when he saw an: explos1on of fire above
the wing. _belleves he was a large piece of the plane fall
off immediately, but does not know what “part' of the plane it
was . ‘ : : :

 stated the plane was in a arc turning away from
him (from his left side/Jamaica Bay, towards the right/Atlantic
Ocean) and then it sharpened the arc downward and crashed to the
ground. - stated the aircraft's landing gear was up and he
saw nothing unusual, including specifically no smoke of flames,
about the plane prlor to the flash of the explosion. The plane
started to flip over and headed nose first into the ground in the
mlddle of town.
< .

-stated he saw no other planes or contrails in the

area, and saw nothlng, like a missile, going up towards the

aircraft.
Interview notes are contained in associated 1A.
11/12/2001 ‘ BeHcPwaor NGW’YOIK
Tnvestigation on 149A-NY 280669 Sllb (307 -

FFile # SAJAMES T} ﬂ;l@g EQSS INYO ,J:Frpl;} 9! ) 'D:\tcid‘ic(aled .
: . . l'/ ' - :

by

Thic doenimanteantaing neither recommendatinne nar canclocinne nf the FPRY e the neandrety of dus BFRT ond ie lnanad ta vane uu»nl'u-v{ : m{




o A Mor'n“in_g_’sjwalk o

What a day the clear blue sky,the contrails of the-two jets out over the ocean in the far distance told me the:
- winter air,clean and fresl, had arrived.]’m feeling good Turning from the ocean and beach a view across
- Jamica Bay is now of a skyline like no other.I'm trying to walk erect with my chin-up like my marching
_ days in the service. In my line of view a plane just finishing its banked turn and heading east to head out
~“over the ocean at about the tiveit appears to be leveling out,uiy eyes filled with horror an'orange red -

~ .explosion in the fusalarge of the aircraft behind or near the aft part of the wing,flowed by a larger second

" -burst or flames. The aircraft imeaditly lost control and started a curved dive losing parts as it feil from the .

a air.That’s what happened in 3 t0 4 seconds in my field of view.Oh Shit Oh Shit they did it again its on iy
" home miy dauthers home friends O MY GOD 1In a second in front of a car.a neighbor please run up the

blvd.past my home its ok take me as close as possible to the fire Im on 134 street and Newport five or more

minutes have pasted since impact, 131 street two homes leveled two totally involved in flames. Heat,black
" smoke overhead wires burning plahe parts What to do try to find an area of entrance their must be blocks
. "on fire my daughter home on 127 street up toward Blvd. Unbelievable fire area is small thank God
.- "Watér, Water must hiave water are the exposed homes evacutated the first fifteen minutes of a mornings
walk. : - R i
" Compose yourself a garden hose is better than nothing, Asminutes. seem like hours a ladder followed buy a
engine company-arrive with faces of my youth.O what an honor to take three folds of hose off the back of a
- pumper to fight that black devil|As many more uniformed personal arrive on seen Al the mmany and Lnean
far from what one would expect every day Joe's helping.doing someing anything. where asked to leave the
- scene so theprofessional personal could takeover. . . - T T
~ Go home go home get back to where its safe. My clothes have that smell of years ago, I must call the
aurthories I saw it explods,my mind kesp the picture remember the details. The phones are dead.Back to the
sceite I need to tell what .'saw after iny statement to theFBI a news person asked. if Twould share what 1.
~saw the bastards they blew it I new it That started my fifteen minutes of fame. Channel 7,CNN,MSN, 1010
“wins,BBC,CBC all before v.ine pm. I fit the profile the frst news person said when I was relustant to
interview they needed faces .10t just the devistation. That night I lied in my bed unable to sieep the minds -
. pictures like a unstoppable fiim the planc ;the towers,thé dead boys throwing rocks, the. pizza parlor
- bodys,the burned nacked girl from ver nan others the brutalism of man . Why, I cried ,tears finally a release
At 9.30 am a limo picker me up and I was wisked into a city so changed but still so thie sameto doa live: -
- interview on channel 5 and so ended wy 15 minutes of fame and a morning walk. '
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FULLY COMPLETED WHEN USING THIS FORM 70 CLOSE A CASE"'NO RESULTS." - -
Comp, Interviewes. - in Person. 7|~ By Phone Dale Lo Time. =~ Resulls Same 3 COmp Repun “Diflerent (Exp\am in Oelans) ,' CHOICE|- .« ", G T
Ofes Qo | QO =] O e g o v A SREEIREET AR HEON P
| Wilness Interviewed CnPerson. By Phant ol . g vime. T nasulys:.Same i Comp. _Repon;- Girent (Expia in oe|a|l§) s j L LT
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e Witness Viewsd Pholos: . 1o Resu)ls:. 2
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PERP 7 " Inves tlgatlon " Plane By
Subject 1nterv1ew of | PERF 1]

I R on 11/14/01 at’ approx 2235 hrs the underSLé,ned alcm;y w:.th Det Hon ton cn.d
‘respond to 107-10-Shore Front Pkwy' apt 2Lt follow up on g 911° call that was -

seFal - placed . from that location'the day-of ‘the plane crash.: Once there we were able
i ko speak WLth_ about. the. the ‘call,who sr_ated the follomnh frec
| PE:Pl - On 11/12/01 at apgrox 0915 hes the- dDOVG mentioned was slttmg at lus table hamng
1 o breakfast. fis table is next to iiis terrace that looks out’ acroesthe building tops.
w7 . He states that he heard an unusual, sound. coming :z:om “what he thought was a plane, = L
] “When he Looked out his'terrace he saw: the:plane ‘heading e west:bound with'the  —. |'pi:- -
71 . front of the planeé "engulfed in yellow flames. He-then states that he saw’ the plane. RERPT)
o+ [pErT| - - disascena’ fo: a couple of-seconds, before it took a mose d:.ve towards the ground: | I’ i
1l T He states that ‘at thls point e dld not’ obsetve any wings on the plane. ‘He states [FERZ) '
Fera| . that it looked. like a.tube on. fire. _then states. that he .saw the plane. ; . b
olsappe‘.r ‘behind the rooftops,  but then saw.an orange fireball:with thick .~ o -

black smoke. He further staess’ that ‘he- ‘did. not hearan’ explos:.on, only saw: the
_E:.reball Re then states that he.called 911 from mhis apt.‘phone mtormm -
t:he operator that‘aplane ‘md Just crashed ln the Rockaways. R
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‘National Transportation Safety Board -

- Telephone Me'm'ora‘ndum

Date February 28, 2002

Person Interwewed _

Pres_ent: Norman Mlllber, Witness Group

= '»Suvbj‘ec,t; DCA02MAO001, Witness'llnterview

T«

A witness group member mtervnewed_vie: telephone. Du'ryingvthe conversation, he
stated: , B R " -
He was on the boardwalk near 116"% and 129“‘/30”‘ streets He saw the alrcraft and saw a
brilliant fire along the edge of the wing. He saw it dive and saw both wings still on the plane’
because it looked like a cross as it fell. He stated he was fixated on the fire and dxd not notice

- anythlng about the rest of the alrcraft that appeared unusual




{@;  COMPLAINT FOLLOW-UP INFORMATIONAL ) Compiint Mo, Date of Tns Repurl
PO 393.081A SECONO SHEET 1fey, .00 H.1 : 100 3325 - 11/12/01°

DETALS:  Continued from previous page

3rd Floor - M/79, Tel# _. Stated at approx

0845hrs, while standing on the boardwalk near B116th Street, with his

friend, _from the 116th St comfort center, he observed a

“low flylng jet,trailing smoke. M rtber stated he observed
the entire left wing om fire. , inclugling the left engine. He cound

.. not see the right side!of the plane due to the way it was banking.

- He further stated he didn't see anything fall from the plane and it
looked intact to him, except for the left wing tip appeared missing.
He said he didn't hear any explosion proir to impact. He watched it
disappear towards the ground, then heard the explosion and then-saw
thick black smoke. hstatec] he could be reached any day,

at home, after 12 noon. » : :
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~ AA587 Witness
From:

Sent:  Monday, January 14, 2002 10:53 AM
‘To: . aab87wit@ntsb.gov ‘ '
* Subject: Crash of flight 587

" On the mormno of 11/12, at approxrmately 9 lO Ileft my house to go Joggmg on the boardwaik A few
minutes into my run (I was running east on the boardwalk) T heard what sounded like the SST coming
“in. T'looked up at the sky, but didn't see the plane. About a minute later, I had réachied Beach 120th-
Street when I heard a loud explosion - I actually felt the reverberation'in my chest, ‘The explosion was
loud enough that I heard it through my headphones. Ilooked north, and'just northwest of me, I saw the
plane. Tt was several hundred feet up in the sky, probably no more than a 1000 feet -- althouoh that can
be hard to gauge. The wings of the plane, were almost vertical, and the nose of the plane was pointing
 west- southwest The top of the plane was facmg south, which is the view that I had. From the center of
the plane near the wings, all sorts of debris was streaming down. It looked like paper fluttering down,
but it must have been the skin of the plane coming off. I saw one silvery piece drop down from the tail -
- it must have been heavier than the skin of the plane because it dropped straight down, rather than
ﬂutter There was smoke coming from under the wings. The smoke was there for the entire time I
~ witnessed the plane, Ididn't see any flames, but as I stated, the top of the plane was pointed towards me,
the engines were obscured by the wings. The plane appeared to be drrftmg southwest and appeared to

. »begm to nose downward

At this point, my view of the plane was blocked ‘by the apartment buildings on the boardwalk. All in aﬂ
I probably viewed the plane for about 5-7 seconds. I ran back westward, and approxrmately 15 seconds
' after losing sight of the plane Iheard the explosron as it crashed into the oround

-~ Thope thrs has been helpful. You can contact me at _veekday evemnis after 7: OOpm and

- oon Weekends or you can contact me after 10:30 at my work number wh1ch is

I Would apprecrate hearmg how the inv estrgatron of the crash is progressm0 ‘ -

Sm_ce,rely, - g

_ : | |

~ Belle Harbor, NY 11694

MSN Photos is the easiest way to _share and print your photos; Click Here

-~
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FD-302 (Rev. 10-6-95)
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 11/25/01

date of birth home address
;, Queens, New York, home telephone

, was advised of the official identity o
interviewing agent and the purpose of the interview.

then provided the following information:

_ advised that at approximately five or ten

minutes after nine d’clock in the morning, she was at the corner’
of 129th Street and New port Avenue, when she heard an explosion.

stated that she looked up and saw half of an airplane,
well as pieces of flame. i advised that she heard little
pops, probably in the air, and the airplane was spiraling down.

Investigation on 11/12/01 a Queens, NY

File# 149A-NY-280669 Sub 302 Date dicated ~ N/A

by SA Vadim Daniel Thomas:vdt

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 11/25/01

date of birth
Shield # 1399, NEW YORK CITY FIRE DEPARTMENT, Ladder 137,
Beach 116th Street, :Queens, New York, work telephones

I hone address Queens,
NY, home telephone (I 25 2Cvised o e otfricial

identity of the interviewing agent and the purpose of the
interview. NN cn provided the following information:

FIREFIGHTER,
259

B -cvised that at around 9:15 A.M. on 11/12/01,
he was proceeding Westbound on Newport Avenue from Beach 116th
Street towards Beach 129th Street. |Jjjjjjjiiistated that in the
vicinity of Beach 126th Street, he saw a silver fuselage of in a
fireball. stated that he did not hear an explosion, he
was approximately four blocks away. qadvisedf that he
called the Fire Department from a firebox, drove to Beach 130th
Street, and began to evacuate the houses. q stated that he
did not see the fire until the impact occurred, he simply saw
silver, and then it hit, and it was then that he saw the fire.
_advised that the fuselage came straight down.

Investigation on 11/13/01 a New York, New York (telephonically)

File# 149A-NY-280669 Sub 302 Date dictated N/A

by SA Vadim Daniel Thomas:vdt

This document contains neithér recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 1t is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 'g:@

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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e

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION -

SRR ; ' .: f.: R _ B ,Da‘te'ofitl.'*abnsc‘ription‘ “11/30/'(].1
I - o -

was interviewed at her place of bu51ness, 212 Beach 123rd Street, -

‘Rockaway, New York. After being advised of the. 1dent1ti of the

p-lnterv1ew1ng Agents and the nature of the 1nterv1ew,
_fvprov1ded the follow1ng 1nformatlon' '

' . on November 12, 2001 _was at be* offlce standing
- by the second floor doorway to the porch looking LO the west when
she heard the loud roaring sound of a plane engine. She saw the

plane moving north to south toward the grouno a‘r apprOleaLely a
_seventy flve degree angle : . v o

: saw. somethlng detach from the plane then she saw
.a ball of flame followed by a large amount of smoke and debris
being released into the air. She also felt the ground vibrate.
She could not tell whlch side of the plane she was’ v1ew1ng
_ ‘ - :r;el_z.ew-zzs; rhat. her son,-.m:law nay alSo have seen -
‘the plane crash. - 0 oo U '

_— » -prov1ded an office telephone number of
. _ and a home telephone number of

Wl\\’cs‘ligation on - 11/16/‘01 - 4t RockaWéy,_ New York :

Filey 14 9};}‘_'1\1" 80 (3 e - I _ Dmodiuatul 11 / 30/01

by SAs JOHN A. BIVONA/MAR’J]N M. JARMAN/JAB/nJC‘

“This d()(nxnu nteentaing neither recommendzians nor conclusion of e ¥ Bl s vhe vmpar!y ofthc 1-'81 and is _]ogm_c(:l 0 your ageno L of SR
ivand is contents aré not e be d; mhured Quis ic your agency L B . S RO o ‘
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3FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcriptio?n 11/19/2001

address 444 Beach 139th Street, Queens,
New York, telephone was interviewed by FBI Special
Agents Kevin Humphreys and Hyo Kang. After being advised of the
identities of the interviewing agents and the nature of the
interview, | provided the following information: -

At approximately 9:00 a.m., |l vas at the xitchen
sink which has window that looks east. She heard a loud plane,
looked out the window, and saw the plane directly over the houses
flying in an easternly direction. The plane was intact but had a
fire under the right wing in the area where the wing meets the
fuselage. I could see the American Airlines markings on the
plane. The plane had a very loud cracking noise. The plane took
a turn to the south then plunged downward. Just as she lost
sight of the plane, it turned sideways.

Investigation on 11 / 12 / 2001 at Queens, New York

File# 149A-NY-280669 : Date dictated

SA Kevin J. Humphreys
SA Hyo T. Kang

- This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to yoJr agency; { C,/ 'q ‘

it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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1EDBEE. STATED TT.APPEARED TO FALL OFF BETWEEN BEACH 126TH AD o030
g 125TH 8T 1N THE BAY, ‘UER HUSRAND - STATED TO THE UNDERSIGNED THAT HE IS PERPT
FERP 1 AECBARECHANTC AT JFK AND WORKS ON. PLANES. HE HEARD THE DEEP RUMBLING OF - | .
: THE ‘ENGINES ABD KNEW SOMETHINC WAS WRONG. STATED IT IS  CALLED PERP 2
PERP 2 - COMPRESSOR STALL. ./AFTER HIS WIFE SALD THE TAIL EXPLODED OFF HE RAN QUISIDE-
AND. SAU IT-TE AIVERICAN AI‘!LINFS TAIL AND SFVERAL OIHER PLANE‘. PARTS IN THE BAY.
10
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- National Transportation Safety Board

Telephone Memorahdum )

~ Date: March 14,2002 -
Persoh Inte‘rview‘ed:_ﬁ o

' Present: Luke Schiada, Witness Group

| ’ o R

* Subject: DCA02MAQ01, Witness Interview

witnessed the accident flight and was interviewed by a witness' group member via
" telephone. ‘During the conversation, she said: - = - S BT o :
" She was home sitting at the kitchen table with her husband, when she heard an “unexplainable
noise.” She walked outside and observed the accident airplane in aleft turn. At that moment,
she observed the tail “blow off,” along with numerous unidentifiable smaller pieces. The tail
~traveled up for a moment and began to fall in a spinning motion toward the water. The airplane
~ then banked "more to left” and she lost sight of it. Approximately. 8 to 10 seconds later, she
- heard an explosion. SRR . e -
stated she did not observe fire or smoke coming from the airplane. " She estimated
“that 30 to 40 seconds had elapsed from the time she first heard the airplane until the impact.
~ She also estimated she observed the airplane for about 20 seconds. -
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2 ) “{ (Continve In *Details’ ). . : . . = B - E - . L
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; HJVESTIGA’I’ION' CRASH OF FLIGHT 587 (AMBRICAN AIRLINES ' N N A
P2 GOBJECT . : CANVAS ‘AND INTERVIEW WITH ‘ A
LQCATIOR - -+ @ 536 BEACH.126 STREET - S R (]
PEFIM i .
~ t. - On November 12 2001 the undexswned aloa with Detectlve Nlcholas Smmcutella

interviéweed and his wife ) at thiér residence o
P2 1isted above, N t1ot she wassseated at her kitchen table' when she’ 2

heard the noise of what she knew. to be a low flying airplane, She looked aut her PERP 1
8 | kitchen window that faces north east, overlooking Jamaica Bay, and saw an American '
PR | Airline jet liner flying lower that normal. She then obderved the rear, tail section |
|| of this plane break apart from the main porx.lon of the plane and fall into Jamaica Bay.
FERP?l She said the planc_ then cont:.nued to Klounder in-the air, losing altltude én a south o
west course. . D R B . . : O I U
= ‘ c . - R o R _ . I
PERPT[ " mterVJ.eu vas then co"xducted ‘lthm' y ] b (D
___|sstbed that @gptly Employed asi zasaircraft mechani with A.0.Co g g
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in tm.s instance it
gow of. any - :
Do ftated
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that he dlsmetlvely heard what he <
that it was a term that refered to-theg
said:that normally it would la o snort: permd oL~
lasted for a prolonged Lisgeiod. lle also staged that he did
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1. that he. ow of: any enzme failure that would cause the tall portlon.
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.,Nb¢.28,"2001_'§.
’ Dear sir; ]

, Enclosed is. my statement concernlng the
. American Airlines crash in Belle Harbor on
' The morning of Nov 12, 2001, . .
R On the morning of Nov.12, 2001 I was walklng
“home on Beach Channel drive from 116 st. to 92"

st. upon reaching approx. 113" T heard what
sounded to me 11ke a compressor stall and as I
turned to look I saw the aircraft lose a part. I

»'icannot ‘say what the’ part was at the moment I

“thought it mlght ‘have been a w1ng tip at this time

"~ the aircraft started to go into a Dutch Roll., Then

the aircraft went into a dive and crashed into the
- ground, at this time I saw the fireball and the .
black smoke. All in' all I only witnessed the |
taerraft for maybe 20 to 30 seconds maybe less. As
- I try to remember I may have seen some resmdual .
"flames coming from the no. 1 engine. = ‘
.~ .My daytime phone number is »Wlf. I
need to be reached for further . est-
time to reach me is late afternoon to early evenlng
between the hours of 4pm to 8pm due to - he ract””

. that I work the graveyard Shlft.

P



‘.‘ _National -Trans'portationr-safety Board -

Telephone Memorandum

- Date: November 14, ZOOt S SR
Person Interviewed“' _ B

. ;Present John Darbo Wltness Group

4»'Subject DCAOZMA001 Wltness Interwew

A w1tness group member mtervnewed_was employed as an Alrcraft Malntenance
C Technlc:lan by Continental Alrlmes Durlng the conversatlon he stated: - . '

: 'He was on Beach Center Drlve at 114" street He heard a sound similar to’ a compressor stall"’;
- He has heard compressor stalls on a DC-10 airplanes equlpped with CF6 englnes at Newark
- Airport; he stated the muffled “thud” sounded llke that sound.: : .

. He looked over the water and observed a plece of the alrplane off l-le stated he thought it might

“be a wing tip. He saw no smoke. The airplane was not very high, and mostly rolling.” He
observed the airplane pitch nose down, on a SIght line about over “the diner.” He stated he saw
no flames coming- out of the ‘No 2 englne : _

_lost snght of the alrplane in the houses and then sawa flreball and’smoke

197
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcripti(;n 11/17/01

Rockaway Beach, New! York, home telephone: was

interviewed at his residence. Upon being advised of the identity

of the interviewing agent and the nature of the interview,
B :ovided the following information:

is employed by Continental Airlines
(Continental) as a line mechanic. is A & P certified
and has been with Continental for approximately two-and-a-half
years. Prior to joining Continental, ispent
approximately five years in the Marine Corps. While ‘in-the Marine
Corps ﬂworked as a helicopter mechanic.

On November 12, 2001, _ was walking east from
Beach 116th Street along Beach Channel Road towards his home on
Beach 92nd Street. When got to Beach 114th Street, he
heard a noise from an aircraft flying over Jamaica Bay.

described the noise as an airplane engine’s compressor shuttin
down. This noise is very distinctive and famigdd
based on his experience working on aircraft. has heard

this noise a few times before but stated it was a sound that one
never forgets. ‘

Upon hearing this noise _ immediately looked up
and spotted the aircraft. The aircraft jerked back and forth and

then saw a pilece of the aircraft fall off.

thought the piece was a wing tip, but he was not sure. The
airplane then banked hard and plummeted into the neighborhood to
the west of where _ stood. _ then saw plumes of
smoke rigse up from wherxe it appeared the airplane had crashed.

According: to *an airplane engine’'s compressor
takes air sucked in: from outside the aircraft, compresses the air
and mixeg it with jet fuel, which then powers the engine. The air
is then forced out of the back of the engine. If air is not being

properly taken into the compressor or not being properly ejected,
the compressor could shut down. This would in turn cause the

_engine to fail.

Fhas some experience working on CF-6 engines,
gimilar to e type of engine that was on American Airlines

Investigation on 11/14 / 01 at Queens, New York

P

File# 149A-NY-280669-302 = |1 / Date dictated 1./ & ]

by

SA Trenton J. Schmatz

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. 1t is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. (0 ‘.l
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flight 587. These engines are on DC-10’s that Continental flies.
h has observed age-related problems on some CF-6 engines
on which he has worked. These age-related problems can possibly
lead to uncontained' fan or turbine failure, causing overall
engine failure. f
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R 1. On the above date and time I did speak to*,\dé..
| ... . .telephone. He stated that at the T/P/O he'had just dropped nis.car off .~ .|% -
o . at the mechanic at Beach 116 Street and was walkinh home. Wnen je got to- j
= _ Beach. 114 Street and B.C.D. he heard a plane in distress over the bay.He
s | ... states that he looked up and.saw the plane wavering and then heard the Pl
: . compressor: Stall. He then sav a piece of the plane come off and.fall-to
| - the water. The plane then begin to.nosedive straight down . He did not =
: . " see it hit the ground or hear it hit but did see the black smoke aftermath.
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Name: | = otain Jet Blue flight 79 UEKMSY)

Time: 1905 EST
~ Location; - viatelephone

~ Present:  EvanByme

_ was the captain of JetBlue flight 79,-an A320 aircraft. He has about 12,500
“hours total flight time. He said they were taxing out to runway 31L via taxiway ALPHA
“and were approximately abeam taxiway HOTEL when his first officer brought the N
-~ crashing airplane to his attention. He said it looked like it was out of controf -- not unlike
movies he saw recently on the history channel of a timbling V2 rocket. He said the
- airplane appeared at the top of his number 1 windscreen. He estimated his airplane's ;
heading to be about 220 degrees at the time he saw the A300. He estimated the A300
~ was about 15-20 degrees nose down at that time and it was falling vertically from the
sky. He said there appeared to be an object to the right of the airplane (behind it, to the
‘southwest) also falling. He said there was quite a bit of smoke associated with the

“fuselage area. The smoke was white or grayish, He said the airplane effectively

seemed to tumble out of the sky. He said the last bit before impact was a very nose
down attitude he estimated at about 80 degrees.- He said it looked like the airplane was
~inaspinora spiral dive. He said the fuselage appeared to be intact all the way down.

He didn't remember seeing the wings but said that may have been pecause of the angle . -

~ from his perspective. He said the airplane exploded on impact with a mushroom cloud
climbing-about 1/3rd the length of the intact fuselage. o

~ He said the object falling with the airplane was too 'small for hir_h to de-'scfibjé"-l-” He said the
“airplane itself was rotating a bit on the way down. He said there was nothing abnormal
" about the bird activity at the airport. R S o
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 11 HZZZQQ]

on 11/12/2001, F home address [l
r Stamford, Connecticut 06903, date of birth

Connecticut driver}'s license numbe_, home
telephone was interviewed at Terminal 6, John F.
Kennedy International aigpport (JFK) by Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) Special Agent John T. Dugan and Port
Authority Police Detective Geokge J. Dorner. After being advised
of the identity of the 1nterv1ew1ng agent/detective, and the
nature of the investigation, | lirrovided the following
information. ‘

advised that he was the Captain of Jet Blue
flight 79 departing JFK at 9:05 A.M. 11/12/2001 arriving at New
Orleans (MSY). Jet Blue flight 79 pushed back from the gate on
time, and was directed by the Air Traffic Control Tower to stage
at KA on runway 31L.

advised that he observed an unknown American
Airlines aircraft at the top of his windshield which was nose low
(about 10 degrees) and was spl;rallng downward. | NNIIEER -
learned that this was AmerlcaniAlrllnes ¥1light 587.

noted:that %hen he first observed flight 587,
the airplane appeared to be comlng out of a non-transparent,
whitish grey cloud approX1mate1y the size of the aircraft.

Additionally, observed a silver colored object
between the size of an englne and a rear tail, in the air falling
at a slower rate than flight 587 was descending. This object was
to the right and southwest of tfllght 587 as || cbserved it
fall.

American Airlines flﬁght 587 impacted the ground at
approximately 80 degrees from horizontal and exploded
approximately a half second after impact. McDonald described the
explosion as one-half to one-third in height as the aircraft is
in length. The explosion was orange with a yellow center, and
eventually turned to grey smoke.

lavestigation on 11/12/2001 a« Queens, New York
File# 149A-NY-280669 : Date dictated 11/16/2001
SA John T. Dugan ’ /q
vy Det. George J. Dorner . :
T ~
This document contains neither recommendations nor conclus:ions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBl and is loaned 1o your agency; (L’ S '

it and its contents are not 1o be distributed outside your agendy.
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Continuation of FD-302 of ; , On 11/ 12 / 2001 , Page 2

advised that the aircraft's fuselage and wings
appeared to be intact at the time of impact. icould not

comment as to the integrity of| the tail section. S

obser&ed no fire or redness on American
Airlines flight 587 prior to impact.

_advisefd that he was aware of no bird activity
near runway.

; indicated that he and his First Officer,

would be the only persons aboard Jet Blue flight 79
that would have been able to see flight 587 due to their position
on the runway.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dateoftmnscnphon 11/12/2001

_ Rockaway

was
telephonically interviewed at the above listed residence. After

being advised of the identity of the interviewing agents and of
provided the following

the purpose of the interview,
_ advised that he was walking on the boardwalk in

information:.

Rockaway this morning shortly after 9:00A.M. He stated that he
was walking west and as he passed 124th Street he heard a loud
noise which resembled that of a Concorde. However, he stated
that the noise was even louder than the acceleration of the
Concorde. He continued west on the boardwalk and at 125th Street
he saw debris “spilling” off of the right side of the plane. He
described the debris as white or silver pieces peeling off the
wing and right side of the plane “like litter and paper.” He
stated that suddenly the right engine separated from the plane
and fell towards the earth. Estated that it did not
appear to him that the engine exploded or was on fire. He stated
that the color of the engine appeared to be whlte or silver and
fully intact.

advised that once the engine separated from the

| plane, the plane lost control and appeared to be headed towards

the ground. He lost sight of the plane behind some buildings and
then saw a plume of black smoke.
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- Rockaway Park, New York

11694-2680
‘ . - November 26,2001 . |
© 2001 Route 46 Suite 504 )
Parsippany, New Jersey b
07054 . - e

- Luke; _ . _ o
- . 'Onthe moring of the 12‘h of November I started my walk as usual I walk from Beach  ~
*105™ street to Beach 126™ street and back. As I approached about beach 124 ¥ streets 1 heard a

very loud jet engine noise. It was much louder than the Concorde but I could not see what it was
as there was a building on my right. I said to my self that damn Concorde is back!

When I got past the building at 125% street I looked to see the Concarde. Instead I saw a
regular plane, not exceptionally low, flying towards Belle Harbor. I could not see who’s plane it
- was as the sun was over the ocean and shmmg on the plane Evexythmg looked white including
© the tail.
" Asthe plane proceeded across my vision ﬁeld towards Belle Harbor I saw what appeared
* to me to be sheets of white paper falling from the wing. The plane must have been banking
shghtly because I could see the top of the wing surface but not the far engine or wing. Some of

- these pieces canie over the top of the wing but the rnajonty fell from below the wing and dropped

- from behind the engine. I'could see the top of the wing surface and none of the flaps were

. missing because I could see no hole. The plane proceeded and all of a sudden the engine fell off

~ likea bomb being dropped, at this point the wing, the engine fell off lurched upward but not a
* lot. I can’t remember if the jet n01se stopped before or after the engme dropped off but 'm sure it -
’stopped around this time.

" The plane still ploceeded and it’s tail was still on when it went in back of a tall burldmg

-near the boardwalk. The tail was still standmg upright as the plane passed behind the building, I
see probably 50 or so planes a day and in fact we try to name the a1rl1nes as the planes land over ~

' the boardwalk.

I walked a httle farther west and remember saymg to my self “I'don’t believe what I Just
saw”. 1 also thought about the engme falling and the pieces of “paper” and decided to tun and
~ run the opposite way as I could no longer see the plane and d1d not know if it was coming around
in back of the building blockmg my view. :
As] approached about beach 122" street I saw the Welsbach crew who were rnstallmg
_ .llghts rinning towards me. I then turned around and saw the black cloud lngh in the sky and the
. fireball. :
R Twentto 16™ street and stopped into the Korean deli got eoffee and came home shocked
When I got home I turned on the TV and got very mad at Channel 1's coverage about the plane

R blowmg up and terrorists, I saw an engine fall apart, no smoke, no fire while in my view,

N 1 then called the FBI and 4 agents came to se¢ me the next day 1 told them about the -
Welsbach crew and they went and found them. _
1 could not walk that d1rect10n the next day as I was upset but the second day I went up to




~the bank and saw them removing the engine from the gas station. . : :

.~ As they removed the engine I saw the turbine blades inside and now realize the paperI
saw was the turbine blades. While up there I was stopped 3 times for interviews but did not give -

“any as I was mad about the initial coverage of the crash. - R ' o -

,_ When I say the tail was still on the plane I mean it was attached and upright I cannot say it
- was not leaning right or left as my angle was directly from the side. . o :
o ~ Basically what I heard was loud jet noise, what I saw was an engine come apart and fall,

" 1o smoke or fire at the time I saw the plane, this all ocourred after the plane left my field of

“vision, The tail was intact as it passed me.

-
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National ’Tf_ans':p'brtvatibn Safety Board

~ Telephone Memorandum

Date: F_ebru,a_vry 5, 2002

" Person lnterviewed:__
' Subjéct: DCAOZMA001, Witness IhterView

_witnessed’the subject accident and responded to a Safety Board re‘qu'est to provide
 a written statement of his observations. During our conversation, he stated: -
He was outside of his house on the date of the accident, working on his car.. He observed the
accident airplane, which looked like it was coming in for a landing. He said the airplane
- "seemed slow" and was “very loud, like the Concorde.” As he continued to observe the
airplane, the left engine separated and fell to the ground.. The airplane then pitched nose down
‘and began to “corkscrew” to the left. He described the.angle of the descent as “a little less then
" 90-degrees.” The airplane then disappeared behind a house and a fireball rose up from ground.
- The engine landed in a neighbor’s yard. ' S . : '
estimated he observed the airplane for about 1-minute. Hefurther stated that the

airplane passed directly over his head and he could clearly see both wings. Atno time did he
_observe any smoke or-fire associated with the airplane. »

- Luke Schiada
- Air Safety Investigator

-
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