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155 Beach 137"! Street |
- Belle Harbor, NY 11694

January 23, 2002

Mr. Luke Schiada -
Alr Safety Investigator
National Transportation Safety Board
2001 Route 46, Suite 504 .
Parsippany, NJ 07054

-

_ Re Eyew1tness Statement -11/ 12/01 C1 ash of Amerlcan Alrhnes thht 587 Belle Harbor NY

_"\Deaer Schlada )

-~

Attached please fmd a written statement of my observatlons regardmg the above referenced crash, which was
" a truly frightening and terrible occurrence for me, my children, my extended family, and our entire - '
- neighborhood. The events of that day are now, regretfully, burned into my memory. It’s unfortunate that as I sit
- here at my computer in my home office, the window affords me a view of the spot where the plane went down
over the houses to the east that day It’s hard to get away from it. : : :

I spoke to Ofﬁcer Franc1a of the NYPD the day of the crash, as he. and another oﬁicer walked up and down our
block seeking out eyewitnesses and plane debris. I related the attached information in person to him at that
time. -Although in my short glimpse from my driveway at about 9:17 a.m. on November 12 as the plane came

- down T did not see any smoke or flames, nor did I clearly see anything that even looked like an airplane hurtling
to the ground (probably because of the bnght sunshine that morning), I did clearly see a piece separate froni the
~ plane and fly off toward the west, a good distance from the crash site. As it flew off the plane, the white
trlangular piece 'was silhouetted against the blue sky just prior to the horrible boom and the thick black smoke

~ that rose over the houses to the east. It’s my understanding that there is a red and blue “AA” insignia on both
sides of the tail. Since there was no writing or other insignia on the piece to catch my attention, I believe it was
- not the tall It seems most likely that the part I saw was all or part of a wmg of the plane

- Since November 12 I have followed the news of the investigation closely, both in our local and national media, -
-and on'the NTSB website. Although there has been a great deal of speculation about the engines, the tail and the
- rudder, and the fuselage was obviously burned to bits, it still puzzles me that there has been no reference to
recovery of the wings or other parts of the plane that may have been intact, Perhaps the NTSB does not deem it
to be relevant, or perhaps there has been no information because nothing was found. Because of what I |
observed, I am very curious:as to what extent the NTSB has been able to. 1ecover any addltloncxl parts of the
- plane other than the engines, the tail and the rudder. :

' I‘t is my sincere hope that the N_TSB will ultimately be able to piece to gether What happeried.

| Sincerely yovuvrs,

g/



1)

2

,3)

9

6)

o

9

10)

D
12)

1

14)

' STATEMENT OF OBSERVATIONS

’L_being 'sole;hnly sworn, state the 'vf_oﬁo(?ving:' :

I reside with my husband and two children at 155 Beach 137" Street, Belle Harbor, NY 11694, 2"

' one-family house on the west side of the street in the block between Rockaway Beach Boulevard and

the Atlantic Ocean; L S R . o
On the morning of November 12, 2001, T awoke at 9:16 a.m. and began walking down the staircase -
on the northeast side of our house; S e o

-1 met my husband on the first-floor landing, as he returned from an errand; s SN )
- A'plane could be heard in the distance taking off at that moment, and my attention was first drawn to .

the; plane by the fact that it revved its engines quite. loudly; 1 thought to myself: “Is that the SST? If it

s, it must be having trouble gaining altitude” (which caused me to feel a bit edgy, given the earlier -
- Concorde crash that had occurred in France); -

The next thing I heard was a Joud creaking noise, and sincé my husband had walked away, I shouted
to him “was that that plane?” I didn’t hear him respond, so Ttan to the driveway dooronthe - -

" nportheast side of our house; o o - S : _
- AsTran, I heard a really Joud whirring sound, as if something high in the air got stuck in the blades of

a huge fan;

. Thenjthere was a loud concussion, and the whole house éhook; ' : Lo ,
. Tt took only a few seconds for me to get out the'deor and run a few feet down the driveway to where I

could see the sky to the northeast; -

Tn the bright sunlight, I observed something hurtling to the gro.'und‘_ov’erv the housdops on the opposite
~ side of our street; however, I did not see the shape of an _ail'plane, 1 did not see flames, and I did not

see smoke at that time;

" As1 stood there watching, I felt the force of the plane gs it hit, and I saw a large white trianguldr piece

of the plane fly off to the northwest (far from the main crash site, in my judgment); The piece I saw

- did not have any insignia on it, but since it was clearly silhouetted against the blue sky, I clearly saw
- its shape and color, and knew that an airplane had crashed; - - :

I then screamed; “an airplane just hit Rockaway!” It only took a few ééconds before the heéwy and
huge cloud of black smoke began rising from the glirection of the crash; S
I ran back into our house to see to the well-being of my children, and to summon my husband, whose

father lives in an apartment toward the direction of where the plane crashed, ,
1In the moments following the distress ‘sounds from the plane in question, 1 recall that there were at

least two loud congussions that shook our house;

. 1 estimate that the total time I spent observing the plane ﬂqm my driveway was about ten seconds;

5 Subscri.bc_‘dn_and"sbwom'tb before me this A3 day of Japyary, 2002

" Nota
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Mr, Schr'ada
: .‘_2001Rt 46, Surte504 : . A
- Parsippany, NJ 07054 ‘ R SRR T

Dear Mr Schrada ' e
Tam wrrtlng to you in reference to the Crash of Flight 5 87. I reside at 272 Beach 136th
‘Street. I 'witnessed the crash from my home, The postenor view from my house directly
faces the sight at whrch the plane crashed. Tam exactly ﬁve blocks to the address of the
o crash sight." ' : :

- On the morning of November 12% T was preparmg breakfast when I heard a loud -
- explosion. Iassumed it was the Concord but than realized that the Concord departs at
- 8:15, promptly, It was approximately 9:15. 1 proceeded to my back sliding doors and saw
- the plane The plane was facing nose down. ‘The wing (rrght) which was facing my
- .- home, was disassembling; black smoke and fire were coming out of the hole where the:
‘wing was supposed to be attached. Another very loud explosion blew the wing in the

- direction of my home. At this point I fled the kitchen and brought my children to the

.. basement. At last view, the plane was plummeting no more than 50 feet above the
houses, My total observation was about Itol%s mmutes

At this time I would like to take the opportumty to make a request f0 the NTSB. I have
resided in Belle Harbor for more than nine years. The air traffic is almost unbearable.
Every two minutes on the hour there are one or more planes directly flying over our
homes. At times you can read the writing and actually see the windows on the aircrafts.
This commmuty has been devastated by the attacks on our Country and our
nelghborhood We are constantly reminded of the tragedy that occurred on November
12" (agarn at least once every two minutes). :

=

There is a clear alternate route for the planes to travel across. We are a commumty
- surrounded by water. The width of Rockaway is no more than 4 blocks (less than Y4
mile). These flight patterns are an impending accident. The planes can fly out over
Jamaica Bay past Breezy Point, and straight out over the Atlantic Ocean. Itissucha -
clear alternative. If there is anyway possible that you can help thls Commumty, Our

. Families, it would be MOST appreciated,

Ivly gratitude in advance for consideration of this matter. If I can further a551st you wrth
your mvestrgatron please feel free to contact me. ' :

i Thank_you,'



- FD-302 (Rev, 10-6-95)

 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Damoftramcmptxon : l1/13/2001

on 11/12/2001 _ dob —-‘ was ©

'1nterv1ewed at her resmdence, 272 Beach 136th St., ‘Belle Harbor,

- ~Nv, N Aiter being apprised of the identity of the.
~interviewing agents and the purpose of the lnterva.ew,_ .
: prov1ded the followrng 1nformatlon' ' . ; '

e

7a on the morning of . llf12/2001

.‘k:tchen making breakfast - when she heard a loud explosmon She
proceeded to look out her kltchen window and -observed a plane on
fire with a wing. coming off.

then heard repetltlve

o jexplosrons and observed a plane begln to nosedive.

1mmed1ately grabbed her chlldren and proceeded

df,stalrs No- debrls was found on her property

- was in her

 wesigonos  _11/12/2001  « Belle Harbor NY

i <I,4fﬂe#'mﬁp—m';amh'&q 302_ SR L L Datedxctated "'11:/%13/2001‘
- 8A  Beth A. Ambinder L a S e

. by :

" This document contams nexther recommendahons nor conclusnons of the FBI Itis the property of the FBI and is loaned lo your agency; -
it and its contents are ot to be dismbuted outside your agency :

SA Elizabeth R;xMorris

-
LS

“to her basement "~ The next explosion knocked her down her basement

.-:;:z-.
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v Datc of transcription 11/ l 4/2001

. _constructlon worker, PCM Contracting
residing at N Staten Island, NY telephone number
I cc11 phone number I - i1 advised of
the identities of the interviewing Agents and the purpose of the
interview which was to obtain information regarding the plane crash
on November '12, 2001, provided the follow1ng information:

_advised that at approximately 9:20 A.M. November
12, 2001 A.M. he was working a construction job on the street and
standing in the vicinity of Beach 135st St and Rockaway Beach Blvd.
_gheard an aircraft engine and initially believed that it was
a Concord jet. M coked up and observed an aircraft flying
in a takeoff pattern. -then, observed an explosion near the
tail of the aircraft. then observed a wing and an engime
of the aircraft separate from the aircraft. The aircraft then went
into .a nosedive and crashed approximately one block away from
R — heard an explosion as the aircraft crashed to the
ground. As | vas running he observed pieces of th<> aircraft
falling 1n the vicinity of Beach 133rd St. .

Tnvestigation on 11/12/01 at Queens, NY

File i T49A-NY-280669 « 2% o =7 = Date dictated N /A
SA Paul Harrispp\~ ; ‘
by. SA Paul ;8% Tambrino/PST:pst
. 77 ,
This document contains neither reconimendations nor’ conclusions of the FBI. It is‘ the pfopcny of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it and its conlents arc not 0 be distributed outside your agency.
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‘December 3, 2001~
‘Dear Mr. Siﬁada, i

T will try to the best of my ability to describe exactly what I observed on November.12, 2001, -
S Street walking southwest tc.)_'wé.r'd's mbyv
+ Prior to observing the aircraft in
I heard a very-loud roar from an airplane engine, I assumed it was the concord and Jooked up to

I did not see any aircraft, I proceeded. to walk southwest on the boardwalk. v
obstructed view of the sky and the water and the land and I observed

T hope that T'will never Wwitness anything that horrible again for the rest of my life. It is my bsincvere wish
that with all of the eyewitness accounts and your expertise, we will someday know the truth about what
happened. - : ' DU '

I would also like to add that I am'a retired New York City Police Officer, I served for twenty{tflree years
and I do not exaggerate. - R o :

You may reach me at- preferably after 6PM, |

Thank you,
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~the back of the plane.

FEDERAL BURFAU OF INVESTIGATION *

Date 'of trangeription 11/12/01

I, :icence ﬁ
_ was interviewed telephonically at
prov1ded the follow1ng :Lnformatlon'

_ a retired pollce officer, was walklng on the
boardwalk this morning when she heard a loud sound like a jet
fighter or the Concorde. She looked up but did not see a plane
but saw a plane trail. She was at Beach 62nd Street when this
occurred. At this point her attention was on the sky and she
then saw the back of a plane explode. She saw fire coming out of

ithen saw the plane bank. '

B - cnenbers seeing at leas

| wing on. the plane. The
.plane then came straight down but couwermine

exactly wheére. She then saw billowing smoke. did not’
see any pieces of the plane or anythlng else fall from the sky.

After being advised of the identities of the interviewing agents,’

| kwemgamm 11/12/01 «New York, Nv (telephonically)

'Buc#149A NY - )23049(0(’ ‘ : R VDatedxctatad

by

8A Joy Adam, SA William Inzerlllo/JA ja Leqc’,z. /Uy{

» “This document coniains neither recommendanons nor couc\usions of the FBr It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be distributed ouiside your agency,
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Neame: | st officer Jet Blue flight 41 (JFK-MCO) ™
" Time: -~ 1640 EST R R
Location: . via telephone -
Present.  Evan'Byme -

as the first officer on Jet Blue flight 41. He was in an A320 b‘ehin_dv a
DC-9 holding in position for runway 31L. He happened to look up and saw the
airplane going down. He described the airplane when he saw it as nose-down

“and out of control, He said the wings were rocking back and forth and.the:
- airplane was diving slowly - like the airplane was stalling but nose down. He
could see a fume trail following the airplane and he described it__as being light -

_-gray, -almost white, in color. He said it dic_in_'t'lo_ok like smoke.

said the whole plane was in com’plefe 'shape‘v._ He éafdjust béfore the -
airplane hit the ground he saw an explosion -- an orange light or fire.“He said the

© fire was on the main fuselage by the wing - rightin the middle of the airplane.

He could see either the top or the bottom of the airplane at this time and the fire
was in the middle. He said the plane then hit the ground and there was:a big -
explosion. - B o SRR . v

.’ "He said the airpléné was between 1000 and 20‘OO‘feet‘ h'igh When'he first saw it

- about 2 or 3 miles away. - - ' R S '

" He said the airpléne looked normal during taxi. He said there was another AAL
-airplane in front of the Northwest DC-9, a B-767.. FEIRE RPN '

55




FD-302 (Rev. 10-6-95)

. - 1 =
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 11/12/2001

d 11/12/2001, | ate of birth
Florida drive !

home address 1405 Saint Gabrielle Lane, Apartment 3112, Weston,
Florida 33326, telephone ¢ ellular telephone
PPN, os interviewed a T , John F. Kennedy
International Airport (JFK) by Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI) Special Agent John T. Dugan and Port Authority Police
Detective George J. Dorner. After being advised of the identity
of the interviewing agent/detective, and the nature of the
investigation, C_pro%videdithe following information.

mdvised that he was the First Officer of Jet
Blue flight eparting JFK at 8:50 A.M. 11/12/2001, arriving at
Orlando, Florida (MCO). ‘mntered the cockpit of Jet Blue
flight 41 at approximately B8: .M. About ten minutes later,
Captain ”ar’rived‘in the cockpit. _noted that
passengers began to board the aircraft at 8:30 A™® t Blue
flight 41 was delayed approximately ten minutes for a maintenance
repair on an air conditioning pack.

madvised that at approximately 9:10 A.M. on
11/12/2001 lue flight 41 was staged on runway 31L's taxiway
when he looked up and saw an unknown American Airlines Airbus
flight rocking out of control, in a vertical nose down descending

attitude. later learned that this was American Airlines
flight 587. _ _

gestlmated that American Airlines flight 587 was
at approximately one to two thousand feet in altitude when he
first observed it. Additionally, flight 587 took approximately
eight to nine seconds to fall to the ground from the time Chavez
first observed it.

Approximately four seconds from his initial observation
of flight 587, _obServed a round light orange ball of flame
approximately the size of an aircraft engine in the vicinity of
the middle of the alrcraft ‘mcould not determine if the
flame was on the left or righ of the aircraft. The flame

Investigation on 11/12/2001 at Quéens P New York

File # 149A-NY~280669 f f Date dicated  11/16/2001
SA John T. Dugan

by _Det. George J. Dorner ‘ 5{' '

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. [t is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; ‘7‘ -

it and its contents are not 1o be distributed outside your agency.
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appeared to be near the Ming root either on the fuselage or the
wing itself. o

» recalled that when he first observed flight 587,
it appeared that the airplane was falling slowly and was emitting
a fume trail.

American Airlines flight 587 impacted with the ground,
and approximately one second later, a bright orange fire ball

emitting black smoke was observed by ! *estimated
the size of the fire ball as possibly five times e size of the
ailrcraft. :

Fdid not observe anything falling from flight
587, nor di e observe any bird activity.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVES.T IGATION

Date of transcripion . 171 /14/01

Police Officer, Badge 919, Nassau
County Police Department, Marine Bureau was interviewed at the
New York Police Department Aviation Hangar, Floyd Bennett Field,
Brooklyn, New York 11234. as ‘advised as to the
‘identity of the interviewing agent and the nature of the inguiry
‘whereln he furnished the follow1ng 1nformatlon

advised his base is located at Foot of the
Bay Park, East Rockaway, New York, telephone" ‘number
] advised he was on board Nassau County Marine 5,
" a 41 foot patrol boat along with Police Officers
and advised was piloting

the boat in the East Rockaway inlet, headed west.  As they neared
the head buoy he heard *shout, “They did it again”.

said he looked out and saw a plane on fire falling from
the sky. described the fire as being present. behind

the wing. saw the plane descend. || 212 the
airplane came straight down teo it!/s final impact.

After observing the explosion on land, _dfove
the boat to the Rockaway inlet, east of the Marine Parkway

Bridge. [ :2cvised he and the other officers on board -
observed aircraft debris floating in the water. I

Investigation on ll‘/lZ/Ol a Brooklyn, New York

Fle# 149A-NY-280669-302 o Due dictaed  11/14/01

by  SA David S. Edward:dse

" This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. At is the property of the I‘BI and is loaned to your: abency f
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency.
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" .i'NatAiOnaljTransport'ation Safety_Board |

Telephon_"je»"Mem‘oran'dum

Date: March 11, 2002

Pers’_on In'tervivewéd': _
:- “Present: Luke Schiada, Witness Group

s'_ubject:joo_Ao'zr\nAood, Witness Interview

.. - mrtnessed the subject accrdent and was rntervrewed by a thness group member via
telephone Durrng the conversatron she stated e v

-

She was a passenger in a car, with her husband and daughter on the corner Beach 129th Street
. "and Newport Avenue. She looked up and observed the accident airplane in a “nosedive.” She

was looking at the left side of the airplane and could clearly see it was-an "American Airlines”.

airplane: She did not observe any smoke or fire comrng from the arrplane until it struck the:

ground. She then observed a "flrebalt !

-drd not observe any pieces separated or falllng from the rarplane |

'Fdrd not recatl hearrng any sounds from the alrplane ‘She. remembered hearrng
grinding” sound, she mrtralty thought was comlng from her car, but may have come from the

arrplane or englnes

estrmated she observed the airplane for about 3 seconds. She also stated that both
her husband and daughter did not see the airplane prror tothe rmpact
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION - .

Dare of ranseription 11/12/01

Cn Monday, November 12, 2001,
cacial Securitv n
her residence

date of birth
was interviewed at
Belle Harbor, Queens, New
Agents Louls DiGregorio, and Beth A. Ambinder,
Federal Bureau of Investigation. After being ‘advised of the
nature of the interview -pr’ovided the following information:

advised that she normally takes a morning walk
with a friend of hers who resides on Beach 133rd Street. On 11-

12-01 at approximately 9:17 am, I wzs walking on Beach 133rd

Street between Newport Avenue and Rockaway Beach Boulevard. ]

recalled hearing an explosion overhead, then observing an

alrplane, on fire and falling from the sky. qran to her
friends house and later returned to her own residence on Beach
140th Street. _Hprovided her home telephone number

n

and advised she would be receptive to any additional
contact by the FBI if necessary.

Investigation-on 11/12/01 a Belle Harbor, Queéhs,-New York:

Fle# 149A-NY-280669-302 .  Duedicmed 11/12/01

SA Beth A. Ambinder foxz

SA Louis DiGregorio

This document conuins neither recommendations nor conclusions-of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;

,/m‘ .
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. -~ : / k
: : y

-
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FD-302 (Rev. 10-6-95)

-1 -

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTI(;ATION

. Date of franscriptioh S 11/14 /01

' mPolice Officer, Badge, 402, Nassau
county Police Departmelll, arine Bureéau wWas interviewed at the
New York Police Department viation Hangar, Floyd Bennett Field,

—was advised as to the = -
identity of the interviewing agen and the nature of the inquiry

Brooklyn, New York 11234.
wherein.he furnished the following information:

| advised his base is locatéd‘at Foot of the

Bay Park, East Rockaway, New York, telephone numper
advised he was oOn board Nassau_County_Marine ’
a 41 foot patrol boat along with Police Officers
and advised N 25 P1-0t-
the boat in the Eas Rockaway inlet, headed west. As they neared

the head buoy he heard —shout, “They did it again”. |
aid he looked out and saw a plane on fire falling from

s
hdescribed the fire as being present at the
ocacion. _said he also saw smoke:

port side Wlng
emanats Lrom elsewhere on the plane.
descend. said the airplane yawed L
came straight down to it’"s final impact.

saw the plane
o one side and then

After observing the explosion on land, _drove’
the boat to the Rockaway inlet, east of the Marine Parkway

Bridge. qadvised he and the other officers on board .
observed alrcra ebris floating in the water. ‘

bll\\-'::sugalim\ on 11/12/0 1 at Brooklyn, New York

File # ~:_L_‘}9A—NY—'280669‘—302 Date dictated _11/14'/01

by SA David g Edward:dse

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL- It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;

it and its contents are not 10 be distributed outside your agency.
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e _,'.Person lnterwew '
' _‘-:i:-'_.‘ff';.bPresent Debbre Roland thnesvs Group

: ”‘ri_cfj-_:-,',Subrect DCA02MA001 Wltness Interwew

v:"'-:He and hls famrly were

i He heard a loud whrnlng englne sound and the arrplane was about 1 OOO feet in the air. wi " j o

- 'He/saw orange flames: coming from the rtght side:where. the' engrnes ‘should have been.:

o : i;rWhrle sitting:in his-car, with the vantage point through the front. wrndshreld bendrng down and -
- looking up,. he saw’ the alrplane in a vertical, nose first posrtron Hewas Iookrng port side and
e ’I.;:;‘-saw the nose and the belly of the alrplane He does not recall |f the alrplane was sprrahng '

He. then heard an explosron and afire ball He |mmed|ate|y got out of hlS car and saw an engrne
S fallrng well after the arrplane had crashed He. believes it was the engrne that landed on 128”‘
L _.»:'_‘_'-Street He saw a Iot of arrcraft fragments and debrts fallrng

: .-’:'.v.r

o jost srght of the arrptane rrght before rt hrt the ground because of a garage-.a'n'd. housesin’
‘ ..'{zv-'front of hrm : : CELT ks S S e
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription - ‘ 1 ]_ / 14/ Oi .

407 Beach 124th street, Belle Harbor,
as advised of the identity of the
he purpose’of the interview.

New York,

interviewing agent an

. -qadvised that he was in his driveway when he
‘heard and noticed the American Airlines plane out of control.
B 2w the right side of the plane on fire. saw an-
engine falling put noticed that 1t was not on fire. then
saw the plane turning left. Fstated that the pilane was
vertical with the nose pointe straight to the ground.

advised that it looked 1ike the plane was being screwed into e
ground. _heard the impact and saw smoke. '

Imwmmmmﬁ 11/12/01 Cat Queens,'New York

 File # 149A-NY-280669-sub—302'~!5*f Date dictated  11/14/01

by SA" Sean C. McMullen

Tllié document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. Itis the. property of the FBI and is Joaned to your agency;

" it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. - = : é /
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 11/19/2001

: q; 407 Beach 124th-street, Belle
Harbor, New York 11694,

erephone () oy oS advised of
the identity of the interviewing agent and the nature of the
interview. y-Provided the following information:

On the morning of November 12, 2001,]at»approximately
9:20am, — his wife— and their two (2) children
were in  the amily’Vehicle pulling out of their driveway.

heard a loud noise and looked out the front windshield in a
westward direction and observed an airplane falling from the sky
nose first.: stated that the plane was on fire and in
total distress. stated that one (1) of the planes engines
was missing. : : ‘ : '

-

stated that the plaﬁe cfashéd a few blbcks away
and put the homes on fire. ’ . - :

Investigation on 11/13/2001 m‘Queens, New York

-

Fie# 149A-NY-280669 sub 302 . - C Pae dictated

“uw SA Christophef B. McKeough

This document contains neither recommendations not conclusions of the EBL. [ILis the property of the FB and is foaned 1o your agency; / (_,,{(..{
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. i ’ : e ( :
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]
‘Home Tel#
- Pay Qrvaer_\ing'. )
P : 'J‘anuary‘é, 2002
M. Luke Schiada |
Air Safety Investigator . ,
National Transportation Safety Board

‘5001 Route 46, Suite 504 .
~ parsippany, NJ 07054

" Dear Mr. Schiada,

. Thank you for giving me this opportunity to. provide the NTSB with my
eyewitness statement relative to the crash of American Airlines Flight 587, which

oceurred on November 12, 2001. | have attached a map indicating my location
of observation with . the flight path and actionvs_of,‘_ the ‘aircraft during that -

observation.

On the morning of November 12, 2001, shortly after 9:00 AM, - was driving

~eastbound in my car on Rockaway Point Blvd. Approximately 100 feet from the
, Brooklyn/Rockaway ramp divide (Point (A) on the ‘map. It was warm and
_extremely clear on that day. | had my windows and my sunroof open. |'have a
tendency to observe the view ‘of the Marine Parkway Bridge, ‘which was to my
direct left. ~ | heard and observed an airliner in that same direction approximately

“one/half mile out and possibly 1,500 feet up proceedin'g in an easterly direction

and appeared to be in a level normal flight, Point (B) on the map. It did seemto.

. be flying lower then it should have been on a clear day. 1 saw a puff of white

smoke come from the right side of the plane’s body where the right wing meets. -

Within 2 to 3 seconds; an explosion occurred. The plane, from the wings back

. pecame fully enveloped in flames and dark black smoke (Point (C). The plane

proceeded in the same direction and was descending. At (Point (D), it veered to
the right, with the right wing perpendicular to the water. At that point, | observed
pieces of debris falling from the aircraft through the vblack_smoke.’ “The debris

continued to drop as it proceeded over land. From my point of observation, the '
wings seemed {0 have folded somewhat at that point. |1 never lost sight of the -

airplane. | saw the impact in Rockaway. This all occurred within 10 seconds,
more or less.. o LT e T,

~ Brooklyn, NY11!O23 2006
S
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FD-302 (Rev. 10-6-95)

-1 -

' FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION.

'Date‘(;f transcripﬁon 11./17/01

- on /o, [ =
B Rockevay: New York, | was interviewed at
his residence. After being advised of the identity of the

interviewing agents and the nature of the interview,
provided the following information:

on November -12; 2001, -left his home and drove to
a mailbox located on Bl4lst and Newpor Avenue. _was
outside his car when he heard a plane and looked. up over~his
head. B s @ plane flying~low, betweel 500-1000 feet over
his head, and coming in at a slight angle. B aic it
appeared as though the plane turned toward the left at Newport
Avenue. saw the left wing dip down and then saw a large
piece of the tail fly off the plane. Immediately'after the large
iece flew off, saw a smaller object come from the plane.
assumed: it was another part of the tail, but he could not
be sure. Both pleces flew toward the direction of the bay.
watched the plane travel a few more blocks and then
 observed the left engine fall from the plane. After the engine
fell, saw some fire coming from the plane. It then
appeared that the plane tried to go up a little,'but suddenly =
fell straight down into the ground nose first.  All of
observations occurred within about 30 seconds. [ [EERE the
only explosion occurred when the plane impacted the ground.

immediately returned to his house and by the
time he arrived home, he noticed a police helicopter was already
in the air.

Ed

CQntrbl #95

Investigation on B 11/1.7/01 . at  Rockaway, New York

Fie# 149A-NY-280669 30 - fé?’{i | Date dictated
SA Susan Ostrobinskigy)y : ‘
by .- SA Michael Porzio¥ '

- This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL 1t is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. ‘
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-1-
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

.. Date of transéripgion 11 /14 /01
on November 12-14, 2001, B i Beach 138th
~ Street, Belle Harbor, New vYork, telephone number R -y
provided the following information: ' o ,

- On the morning of November 12, 2001, ‘she was working

outside in the front of her house. She felt the house shake, and

some of her pots fell. She also heard a rumble in the  sky; and
thought that it was  the CONCORDE flying too low. She logked up.
~and saw‘something in the sky that she thought at first appeared
to be a warhead. "It did not appear to be an intact plane-and'it
was'falling'straight down from the‘sky._‘She_believed that the.
object may have been - a portion of the. front right part of the
plane, which she estimated to be a length of about thirty five

" feet.  When asked whether it could have been an engine, she said
that she was not sure. The rear portion of that section was OR
fire, and it fell near her house. At impact, black smoke
billowed up, and it became very quiet in the neiqhborhood.

: : At that point, she called out to a neighbor to dial
‘911,1and jumpedvin her car to go to the scene. At some point, -
she could not drive any further and she returned home. She then

started to move On foot to the area of impact. She ran down

' Newport Avenue, and at Beach 129th Stre -~ she was surprised to

see pleces of the plane on the porch ofmhouse,
Beach 129th Street, opposite the gas station. of the
plane were still hot. ’ ‘ »

She will be available for further interviews at any
time. ’ ‘ . : . '

Investigation on ' '11/12—14/01 at  Queens, New York

'Fm#vl49A—NY—28O669 ' » Date dictated -11/14/01‘

v SA JAMES P. WYNNE/dak

This document contains. neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL 1t is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 6 {
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. . : : .
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Belle Harbor, New York 11694
January8 2002

.
.
.
.
.
)

)

~* Mr. Luke Schiada
National Transportation Safety Board
2001 Route 46, Suite 504 _ S I TR :
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054 : R -

Dear Mr. Schlada

This letter is in response to your request for my eyewntness testlmony 1egardmg the crash of
Amencan Aulmes Flt 587 on November 12, 2001. ‘

On that' mommg I'was at my desk i in my home office on the thlrd ﬂoor onmy. resndence on Beach
132" Street. My back was to the window that faces the area where the plane came down (the plane
crashed appr oxnnately 500 feet northeast of where I was situated.) 1 became bothered by the -
trusually loud sounds of what I thought to be the Concorde taking off —finally, I thought “this is
ridiculous—I’m going to report them!” I turned to look out the window directly behind me (with-an
unobstructed view of the crash aréa) to see where the Concorde was headed and instead witnessed the
~close encounter with Flt.587.

niént the plane was commg straight down (no splralmg) ‘behind me. I watched only for a
ds. My view was of the left side of the plane (i.e. the left hand side of a passenger seated
pilot.) I left the window as the plane*was about to 1mpact (I went to get my two sleeping
dren and thexr ﬁlend out ofharms way ) S .

_ 'slon ofthe p afie is 1mp1 mted in my memory Just as I told an ofﬁ01a1 unmed1ately after ﬂeemg
'my hotse'= T don t remémber seemg a tail or “wings on the plane. I viewed only one side of this
~partial pl ane (a very close view) and there were no flames on the side I saw ~fire was on the othe1
‘side of the plane The side of the pamal plane I saw was unmarked and not in ﬂames .

rm not much of an artist but I attached a sketch of what [ remember seemg Please contact me at

‘anytime if I can be of further assistance | B

Sincerely, »
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. TO LUKE SCHIADA (NTSB), : o

R TAM RESPONDING TO YOUR INQUIRY RE FLIGHT 587 I AM INDEED AN
""EYP WITNESS TO THE CRASH OF AMERICAN AIRLINES ON 11/12/01. I WAS AT
- HOME, INSIDE THE REAR OF MY ADDRESS, WHEN I HEARD AN EXTREMELY"
" LOUD SOUND ALMOST DIRECTLY OVER MY HOME. IT SOUNDED AS IF A PLANE
~ WAS VERY,VERY LOW AND NOT CONDUCIVE TO A NORMAL SOUND A PLANE
THAT USUALLY FLIES OVER MY HOME WOULD SOUND. [ OPENED UP MY BACK
DOOR,WHICH FACES WEST TO SOUTHWEST, AND IMMEDIATELY OBSERVED A
PLANE FALLING STRAIGHT DOWN IN THE VICINITY OF BEACH 129™ STREET
~ AND NEWPORT AVENUE. I ALSO OBSERVED AT THIS TIME THAT THE PLANE WAS .
ONFIRE AT APPROXIMATELY ITS MIDSECTION WHERE THE ENGINE/WING
“WOULD BE. FROM MY VANTAGE POINT,FACING SOUTHWEST, THE FIRE '
'APPEARED TO BE EMANATING FROM THE LEFT SIDE.I OB SERVED THE PLANE
"FALLING FOR APPROXIMATELY 1 MINUTE UNTIL THE TIME IT JUST ABOUT HIT
THE GROUND. AT THAT TIME,] HEARD THE ENSUING CRASH AND OBSERVED AT
‘LEAST 3 AREAS WHERE HEAVY SMOKE AND FIRE WERE EMANATING FROM.
- SUBSEQUENTLY,] ALSO DISCOVERED THAT A GLASS TABLE THAT I HAVE ON
MY REAR DECK WAS SHATTERED. THE POLICE DEPARTMENT LATER FOUND A

2" SHEARED PIECE OF A BOLT ON MY DECK IN THE IMMEDIATE VICINTY OF THE |

: TABLE co

68
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" DETAILS: ’
ATION FROM PRLVIOUS..... :

3\ (WI’IT]L"S # 02) D N, Y uATALLIOI\ i 40 ENGIN #’ 228
- ,- RESIDING AT BEACGH 127:ST REPORTS THE L‘OLI.JO\JIN(, g
“WAS STANDING IN HIS KITCHEN WHICH 1S IN I’hE l‘ S HOUSE. 'HE HERAD AN EXTREMIMLY -
© . LOUD NOLSE OVERHEAD, SOUNDING LIKE A RUCKET OR nlssm. HE RAN OUL ONTO HIS BACK DECK.
HE LOOKED UP AND. oAW THAT A HUGE PLANE. | HAD JUST PASSED . OVER IS HOUSE. HE SAW THAT THE =~
. LEFT SIDE OF 'IHE r‘LANE WAS ENGULFFED- IN A BALL OF: FIRE. HE ‘SAYS THAT THE PALNE WAS MOVING QU
. QUICKLEY SUDDENL{ THE Pm BEGAN 10 MAKE A DIRECT NOSE DIVE DOWNWARD, AND IT BEGAN TO -
- CORKSCREV. " HE DlD NOT SEE THE TALL -OF ‘fHE PLANE'AND HE BELIEVES' THAT ONL ENGINE FELL -OFF .
'_'IHE PLANE IN FLIGHT OVER THE ARE4 OF '128%5T.. 'HE CALLED THE FIRE DEPARTMENT DISPATCHER - .-
& REPORTED THE CRASH 'AND THE LOCATION AS. BEING 129 ST, & NEWPORT AVE: HE THEN RAN OUT.CF -
' HIS HOUSE TOWARD TDHE: CRASH. HE RAN INYC TUE YARD OF 414 B, 128 ST. WHERE THE REAR OF THE
* HOUSE WAS ON FIRE, AS WELL AS THO GARAGES AMD A BOAT. -HE REMAINDE THERE AND ASSISITER THE
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: National'Transpdrta'tionSafety.:Board

Telephone M}emorand‘um

Date: February 26, 2002

Person Interviewed: G_

-Present: Debbie Roland: Witness Group

Subject: DCA02MA001, Witness Interview .

A wrtness group member mterwewed Ml_ telephdne.‘During the conversation, he
: stated , , ' '

Y .
-

 He was leaving his bedroom at approxrmatety 0902-0904, headed out to warm the car and drive

to a bagel shop, located at 129" Street. He had turned onto Crounston Avenue and made a
right to 129" Street. :

Stopping at the stop sign, he heard a loud, roaring noise, and thou‘ght it was the SST. He put his

window down, looked out, and saw the airplane coming from the water. He said the airplane
was a lot lower than normal. The airplane was steady. The weather was a sunny day and the
airplane looked shrny , } _ : .

“As he turned'the corner he continued to look out his wmdow at the arrplane There was no fire
or smoke, but the airplane was definitely making a loud noise. He saw the airplane nosing
toward the ground. He then heard a pop, like an electrical line popprng, then an explosion.

Right after the explosron the airplane seemed to veer towards the right, at a % degree to nose
down attitude. He did not see any flames shooting from the bottom of the airplane during the
explosion. He saw a puff of white smoke about where the left engine should be located. Then he
saw the tail of the airplane blown off. He saw the letters AA on the tail as it feathered into the
‘water. He saw debris in the air. :

H‘e saw in quick succession one of the two engines completely on fire salling past the left of his
car, and then the other engine fall. He lost partial view of the airplane after the engines fell off,
due to the smoke interfering with his VlSlOﬂ

He saw the airplane that seemed to be wrthout wings, in a ball of black smoke, diving down to’
the ground. There was a huge explosion, and black smoke bellowed out of the location.

" He was interviewed by Agent Stone, FBI.
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" At ‘approx. 1530 hours, the undersigned recelved a call on.my ceelpaone S
from the above person. The above person stated to the undersigned; that

<t he '

! ed home and was talking with his neighbor, whom resddes
They gave him'my business card, to vhich he.
called the undersigned to. gbate tHe fedlowing facts in sum and substance

at
. of vhdt he observed. le stated that he was driving on Cronton ‘Ave toward:

" 'Beach 129 Street, when he observed an American Airline Planeaapproaching =~ .
He than bbeetvedltbd noise’ and saw the tail of the plane blowup. He® than . -
allegedly saw therright Lpasddsiitoging of the plame seperate from the S
plane, as well as the left side of the ppabe fall offaidec. He than saw " - .

the remadnder of the plane fayltowvard the ground toward houses. He left. o

the location to.get home to check on the safety of his family. -After he -
- made sure his fanily vas oh, he proceeded to return to the scere, to help
‘ with the rescue of any possiblersurvivers - R o B

i [BY AGENT LEWISSYOTOIIED OF EYEULTNESS ACCOUNT  OF PLANE CRASH.
FAXED GOPY OF DD5 0 COMSAND BOST .~~~
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AA587 Witness

From: R |

Sen‘t: " Friday, January 25,2002 10:14 PM

To: AA587WIT@NTSB.GOV '

Subject: EYE WITNESS 587 |
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D-302 (Rev. 10-6-95)

-1 -

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

" Date of transcription 11 /16 /0]

q American Airlines Cargg Handlel, JFK -
International Airport; DO 4/2/58, home address';g—

q Congers, New vork 10992, telephone -, CC lular
telephone 'h, Port authority. Identification Number:

001919004, after being advised of the identityvof the"
interviewing Detective and the nature of the interview, provided

the following information:

PR ‘ q‘is a cargo pandler for american Airlines. He
was working on the erican Airlines ramp at gate 48 on 11/12/01.

, witnessed an American Airlines aircraft repeatedly
pulling'right'to 1eft while flying level and west. The aircraft
1ost part of its wing Or rudder, and the aircraft nosedived into -
the Rockaways. ' o ' »

_does not remember seeing any smoke or fire.

R

_._—-————_____,__-_—-——————-—‘_._.__.___._-.__ e

lnveStigat.ioﬁ on 11/15/01 . & Jamaica, New York ' SRR B
e # 149A-NY-280669-302 o . patedictated 117167 01 B
1w-’Detéctive Frank Esposito, PAPD, JFK B ' B . .755

This document cbntaihs neither recommendations nor conclusions of the ¥BL.- It is the property of the FBl and 15 loaned to your agency:
N v L

e m sietrihnted outside your agency: : . L (\-.’ N\



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 11/14/20 O’l

DoB SSAN ﬁ
, Celephone number

was interviewed telephonically at his residence by Special Agent
Pierre G. Chrissafis, Federal Bureau of Investigation. After being
advised of the identity of the interviewing agent and the nature of
the interview, -,provided the following information:

_is employed as a cable slicer with VERIZON, 3
Nevin Street, Park Slope, Brooklyn, New York, telephone number a
& on 11/12/2001,dwas off from work because of
Veteran's Day and was fishing on Jamaica Bay near. Jacob Rils Beach
and Fort Tilden on a Jjette, when he witnessed the a plane on fire.

advised that at approximately 9:10am or 9:12am he
“heard twe (2). loud noises seconds apart described as explosions,
coming from the sky. The second explosion was louder then the
first. When he looked up to the sky he witnessed a plane on fire
with dark grey smoke coming from the plane. He could not tell
exactly from which part of the plane the fire was coming from.

_ advised that from his position he could not tell
if the plane was coming apart or an engine detaching from plane.
idid not witness any. fuel or anything like fuel being
released from the plane.

_ further expléined that it appeared the plane took
a ninety degree turn towards the ground and fell nose first,
crashing into the ground. After the plane crashed it erupted into
flames. : ‘

Finally, NSNS did not believe that there was any
suspicious activity of any kind at the time he observed the plane
on fire and crashing to the ground. [ provided no further

information.
Investigation on 11/12/2001 st Rockaway Park, New York (telephonicallyL
File # 149A-NY-280669 SUB 302 ~ IZ'.L,} Date dictated

by SA Pilerxe G. Chrissafis psc

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency,
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. :
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. January 10, 2002

-

Mr. Luke Schiada

Air Safety investigator

National Transportation Safety Board

2001 Route 46, Suite 504 : ,
Parsippany, New Jersey 07054 , .

‘Re: American Airlines flight 587 '
Dear Mr. Schiada: '

On the moming of November 12, 2001 | was walking up from the beach on
Beach 120th Streef. As|was approaching the beach wall | looked up and saw
an airplane that was flying very low with fire coming out by the left wing, When|
first saw the plane It looked like it was over Beach 129th Street approaching the
corner of Rockaway Beach Blvd. The plane appeared to be heading south west.
As | started running off the beach | saw the plane go on its’ left side and begin to fall
from the sky. By the time | reached the front of my house, which is only a few feet
away from the beach where | first saw the plane, | couldn’t see the plane for about
5 to 10 seconds then the next thing | saw was black smoke everywhere. The last thing
| saw before | lost sight of the plane was the plane coming down on its’ left side with fire
coming out by the back of the left wing. The fire coming out the plané by the back of
the left wing was present from the moment | saw the plane until lost sight of the plane. it
is hard to say for sure how fong | observed the plane. | would say that | observed the
plane for approximately 1 minute.

Very truly yours,

Belle Harbor, NY 11694

== EVEISEILE UR
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Re: Telephone call from Luke Scaiapa — NTSB New Jersey - Wednesday, November 21, 2001

Thave 22 -23 years military flight Experience with the US Marine Corps and retired in 1970. Observations
were made from Floyd Bennet Field, Hanger B where I was working as a Red Cross Volunteer

At approximately 0900 hours on November 12, my wife called attention to an airplane in trouble. At that
point [ was about five miles from the aircraft, initially estimated to be about 3,000 feet altitude, I observed
the aircraft in a slightly nose high position and in a right wing down (estimated to be 45 degrees) position
with the left engine streaming fire. The aircraft then continued rotation to inverted and down in a tight
spiral or spin for a half to three quarters of a turn and crashed nose down and vertical (est. 90 degrees) to
the ground. There was virtually no forward travel from the first observation until the crash. A fireball was
observed about two or three seconds after impact. I did not observe any pieces break or fall from the
aircraft.

Please call if I can be of further assistance.

Tallahassee, Florida 32312
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transeriptionl 1 /1 6/ 01

_ N - N -
- Tallahassee, Florida 32312 _home telephone humber GEEEN

cell phone numberdn was interviewed at the
Ramada Inn located on the grounds of John F Kennedy International
airport located in Queens, New York. Also present for the
interview was NY/NJ Port Authority Detective St. Clair Jeffers.
Upon being notified of the identity of the interviewing Agent,
and the purpose of the interview,hprovided the following
information:

Bl rctired from the United States Marine Corp in 1970
with twenty two years of military flight experience as a pilot.
Currently is working for the BAmerican Red Cross as an ERV
Logistics Coordinator in Florida. has recently been working
out- of Floyd Bennett Field in Brooklyn, New York helping in_the
World Trade Center relief efforts._

-

Denaery PFleld, observed a 767 approxzimately 3000 feet in
altitude with the port wing or engine on fire and in a steep

right bank (approximately 45 degrees). The plane then slowly
rolled into a spiral nose down and went. into the ground, then
exploded and burned. - :

At apirOXimately 900 hours, from Hanger B on Tloyd

Investigation on 11/12/01 atQueens, New York

File L49A-NY-280669-302 ' Date dictated N/ A

vy SA Perry Cuocci:pc

7

This decument contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your age
L and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agengcy. { ﬂ{'.L-/ /



THE PORT AUTHORITY OF NY & NJ

pA 21438 ' v : One Path Plaza, Jersey City, NJ, 07306 - [
05-99 . . . POLICE CRIMINAL COMPLAINT TEL. EXT, (201) 216-8800
. : FOLLOW-UP REPORT - :
Follow-up #
UF 51 Number Agency Facllity- County of Cffense NCIR Number
/ 703 JFK Queens 22230-01
1» Complaint L R Law/Sect ‘ Crime Code Dale Ocourred P.A. Location Code
Inve;ﬂgate Aircraft Crash ol 11-12-01: ] 000 mny O
) Complaint S Law/Secl } Crime Code Day Occurred “Time Occurred (From-To)
, [ ~~ Mon 0915
Place of Occurrence (Address) hor 4 . Date Reported i
LB O e Newport Road Bglle Harbor N.Y. _ ;17302/‘501 Tlff\e %es?zﬂ;d
Complainant's Name (Last, First, Initial) . Sex : Race Age T Area Cd - Bus. Tele,
The People = ' Owm OF .
Complainant's Address ] . Area Cd. - Home Tels,
State Of New York _
T Suspects Name (Last, First, Initial) 3 Arrested  (Jinterviewed Sex Race | D.O.B. | Age Arga Cd - Tele
1 B Om 0OF
Suspect’s Address : l Hgt. ‘ Wat Hair Eyes . | Soc. Sec, Number
P.A. Arreét No. 8, Number
Suspect's Name (L.ast, First, initial) T Arrested. UInterviewed Sex Race D.0.B. Age Area Cd - Tele
2 ] : . oM [0F . J
Suspect's Address Hgt ‘ Wt Hair Eyes Soc. Sec, Number {
P.A. Arrest No. \ B. Number J
Pl of Ocourrence ] Pet Voucher No. T Wanted Person Alarm No. Docket Number .~ © ] CourtDate Court
100th : ‘
Magistrate : Disposition "1 Case Closed (0 By Arrest - Case Open Records Section Only .
B () By Other (] Unfounded O Inactive DActive 0 Master Log O MN!File

Datalls of Complaint. On follow-up report give additional details of complaint such as progress of nvestigation, description of property recovered, 8le.

Synopsis: Investigate crash of American Airlines, Alrbus A300. Flight number 587; tail number NOS3AA,
departed John F. Kennedy International Airport on the above date, via ranway 31L enroute to Santo Domingo,
in the Dominican Republic. S .

At 1205 lirs. on the above date, the undersigned while conducting interviews at the Ramada Plaza Hotel
concerning the crash of American Adrlines flight number 587, contacted as

contacted, based on information given by m her statement ttho 1%

-my husband was a military pilot, b bout planes and he saw the crash”.

When the undersigned contacted H)e said he had already scratched out what he had seen of the crash
from his vantage point, at Floyd Bennett Field. The undersigned askedwf he could respond to the '

Ramada Plaza Hotel at JFK, he said he would be there as soon as traffi him to. However, prior to

| departing his work place, he did inform the undersigned of the following. "I saw the plane with flames coming
from the Port Side (engine) of the plane. The plane was approximately 3000 feet in the air. It started a 45
degree right hand turn, roll nose up, then a fast spiral, down. T he plain then impacted and burn”. It did not

_explode until, approximately two seconds after impact, then the fire ball came. He later added, the plane was

clearly out of control.
The undersigned have attached that scfatched statement -did prior to his arrival at the Ramada Plaza
Hotel. : . -

Witness Information:

Tellahasse F1. 32312

Cell Phone: geumntntdiid
Part of the K ross Support group
ERV logistic coordinator (emergency response vehicle fleet maintenance)

Retirédv military 22yrs. military flight experience

DOB

Shield Number Tax Registry Number

) @agﬁ’mz Q@A@rﬁﬂﬂb - St. Clair Jeffers 11-26-01 16 — 2-17201;;

Tour Commander ‘ \} V Dale f : ‘FacimyCommanding Officer -
w1 ]

»

ot IO Mo ey |

I
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AL apploxnnately C)OO hou1s from the Hoyd Bennett erld observed a 767 approxmately ,
3000 feet altitude with the port wing or engine on fire and in a steep right bank [approx. -
| 45 degrees] then slowly roll-into a sp1ra1 nose in to- the giound explode and bum :

- ERYV logistics coordinator -

- Tallahassee, Florida 32312 ' D S i -
: Retuedmlhtaxy 22 years mlhtaly flight expeuence S e



‘D-302 (Rev. 10-6-95)

-1-
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcﬁption 11/14/2001

on wovember 12, 2001, | NNESE <1 2cocn oos

Street, Belle Harbor, N.Y. 11694, telephone number

was interviewed by Special Agent Richard J. Shaw. After being
advised of the identitv of the interviewing agent and the nature
of the interview, ‘proviaed the following information:

_.advised that on the morning of November 12,
2001 she was cleaning up the front yard of her residence listed
above when she heard a loud noise. looked up to see a
alrplane flying overhead. watched as the airplane
started to come apart ” and “ the engine fall out of the plane”.

_ watched as the plane left her point of view.

Investigation on 11/14/2001 a Queens, New York

File# 149A-NY-280669-SUB-302 Datedicated 11/14/2001

by _SA Richard J. Shaw:ris )

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL 1t is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency;
it and its conténts are not to be distributed outside your agency,
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Date of transcription 1/21/01

DOB of 229 Beach 118th Street,

Rockaway Park, NY, was interviewed at his residehce in the

presence of his mother, Also present was Detective

P. J. Curran of the New York City Police Department. After h
was informed of the official identity of the

interviewing agent, provided the following.

information: ’

- On -the morning of November 12, 2001, while standing in
his backyard, [l observed an airplane flying overhead on fire.
who is approximately 4'-5" tall, was facing west and the
plane was traveling south. -attention was not attrgcted to
the plane by any sound. He just happened to be looking in its
direction and was able to see it _between the two houses behind
his residence. .

‘ observed flames on the body or fuselage just above
the left wing of this large American Airlines plane. B - so
"noticed that the tail section was missing, and what seemed to be

~yellow “parachutes” were coming from the top middle portinn oF
the plane”s body. M couid not recal) whether the plane’s left
engine was still attached, or whether the landing gear was
extended. ' '

After his view of the plane became obstructed by the
white house behind his residence, -ran inside to inform his R
parents. '

Investigation on 11/19/01 at Rockaway Pavk, NY

File # 14 9A-NY-280669-302 ~ Duc dicmed  11/21/01

by SA Terrence R. Sweeney

' ! 7 .
. . . ' X . N . . - . . 04
This document containg neither recommendations nor concusions of the FBL 1t is the property of the FBI and is loaned w your agency; P /7 ) 9
itand its contents are not 1o be distributed outside your agency. ' { '//
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] the plane go T .the house behind his with out the tail and the left’ ]
. wing on fire and flames touching the cabin. There was also yellow thin;@”
] \exxtlng the kack of. the plane. -
P43, This witness has a toy A/A Aerchus plane and was able to show/ demnop-
- strate to the U/8 what he observed. 23
i.14. The U/$ phoned the F.B.I. Command Post and notified Agent Kevin O'GradlffFi)
P of the aforementioned facts, they will meet the U/S 11/18/01 and than
] “proceed to the witnesses house. FeRrz
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Déte of transcription 11/13/2001

_ er being apprised of the identit
of the 1nterv1ewn.ng agent and the purpose for the interview, i
prov1ded the following information: v

On 11/12/2001_ was drivini westbound on the Belt

- Parkway. Around approximately exit 14 noticed a plane taking
off from JFK International Airport. 'ﬂed he observed the
plane was flying level, not ascending: continued driving
westbound and just before exit 11 he was still watching the plane,
~while driving, and saw what he believed to be the left engine come off
‘the plane and hit the back of the plane. Wheni looked back
again he saw a plume of smoke rising from the crash site and pulled

off the Belt Parkway and immediately called 911 from his car. He was
patched into the Fire Department and reported a plane down.

lavestigation on 11/13/2001 st _Queens, NY i | . (telephonically)
g .

File # 149A-NY-280669-302 ~ “ __ Datedictted 11/13/2001

by Elizabeth R. Morris

WANTROL - N 10

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. It is the property ‘of the FBIl and is loaned to your agency;
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‘National Transportation Safety Board

Te‘_lep‘hovne Memorandum

‘Date: January 30, 2002

porson nterviewo -

Subject: DCA02MAO001, Witness Interview

»_is Wltnessed the subject accident and responded to a Safety Board request to
prc>v1de a written statement of her observations. Durlng our conversat;on she stated

She was home on the date of the accident and noticed the accxdent airplane commg “straight |
down,” close to 90-degrees. She did not observe anything separate or falling from the airplane;
however, she saw a flre present on the front right side-of the fuselage. :

_s estimated she observed the airplane for about 3 seconds, before it impacted
ground. C _

Luke Schiada _
- Air Safety Investigator

-
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Date of transcripti;sn l 1/15/2001

_ SSAN — residing at . 268 Ba
135 Street, Queens, New York was interviewed in front of i

Queens, New York in the presence of who
resides at the same. After being.advised of the identity of the
interviewing agent and the purpose of the interview,
provided the following information regarding the crash of AMERICAN |
AIRLINES FLIGHT # 587: : '

Sometime during the morning of 11/12/01, _was in
her residence at 268 Bay 135 Street, Queens, New York and heard a
loud groaning mechanical sound coming from ' her home for
about 30 seconds. As.the sound got louder, ran to a window
and looked east. itnessed a jet airliner flying straight
down toward the ground. noticed the airliner was on fire
and noticed the AMERICAN AIRLINES logoron the same. [N
immediately took cover in her home. _noted that the

groaning mechanical sound was not a typica engine sound.

Investigation on 11/12/01 2 Oueens, New York

File # 149A-NY-280669-302 =1 & U Date dictated 11 /15/07

by SA John Janus

-~
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Natioﬁal Transpdrtatiofn Safety Bo_ard

Telephone Memorandum

‘Date: February 26, 2002 o
- Person IntervieWed:_
Present: DebbiebRoland, Witness Group

Svubject: DCAOZMAOOL Witness int}ervievy

A witness group member mtervrewed-via telephone. During the conversation, he
stated: : : : _

.He was preparing to walk his dog towards Shore Park Parkway when he heard a loud muffied
pop, not an explosion, 4

~ He looked up and saw the airplane. There was no fire. There was no vapor trail. The left engine
had a little amount of black smoke. The airplane was flying at a small amount of degree. As he
was looking toward Brooklyn, he descrrbed the alrp[ane as red on top, sriver on the bottom and
the tail was white.

He saw an ehgin’e fall off. The airplane was acting like it was landing. He heard a grinding noise
and as soon as the engine fell off, the left wing was coming back up-as if the pilots were fighting
with the airplane. Thns was cbserved about 3 seconds after the tail fell off.

He saw the tail fall off and feather towards the bay. As soon as the tail plece fell off, therleft wing
went over top of the airplane and the airplane went nose down, at an approximate 45 90 degree
angle. The alrplane was nose first, upside down and hit nose first, :

- The arrplane went out of his sight over the St. John's Home located on 107th and 108th Street.
The airplane crashed and his observed large black smoke., :

- He caHed _911, a friend who was a fireman, his parents and several friends.
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Date of transeription 11/14/2001

: On' November 14, 2001, _‘143 Beach 133
Street, Belle Harbor, N.Y. 11694, telephone number
was telephonically interviewed by Special Agent Richard J. Shaw.
After being advised of the identity of the interviewing agent and .
‘the nature of the interview,-iprovided the following
information: ' ‘

‘ B :cvised that on the morning of November 12,
2001, at approximately 9:15 am he was leaving his residence
listed above when he noticed an airplane traveling an estimated
500 feet above engulfed in flames. [N scated thac the plane
appeared to be on fire from the fuselage to it’s right wing with
grey smoke being omitting from the plane. _watched the
plane as it descended from the sky and crashed into the -
neighborhood. ' ' :

stated that an estimated time of approximately
five seconds passed from the time he saw the plane until it hit
the ground. '

. _» _immediately ran into his house and checked on
the well being ot his family and thep.responded to 132nd Street,

"~ Belle Harbor where he saw pieces of the aircraft scattered
‘through out the street and yards in flames. L

Investigation on 11/14/2001‘ atQueens,'Néw-York E '(telephonically)
File # 14 9A-NY -280669-SUB-302 < O("l( ___ Datedictated 11/14/2001
52
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~ Bethpage, NY 11714 =
Jarruary 15, 2002

Mr, Luke Schiada R -
- Air Safety Investigator ‘

National Txansportatron Safety Board

2001 Route 46

Suite 504

Parsippany, NJ 07054

Dear Mr Schrada

This is in response to your letter to me dated January 9 2002 regardmg Amerrcan
Arrhne s Flight 587 crash. :

1. My locatron was 121St Street at Ocean Promenade (the Boardwalk at Rockaway

Beach).
2. The direction of the airplane was heading west.

- ..3. Theard a sound from above, whrch caused me to look up. It sounded like two cars

crashing in the distance. :
4. The airplane was almost directly overhead, just slightly north of my location.

5. The first thing I noticed was a white puff of smoke and the right engine had separated
from the airplane, The smoke dissipated quickly —one or two seconds. The engine

separating from the airplane did not seem to be violent. It was smooth, like a stage
separation during a space mission:

6. At this point [ am running towards the scene on 121S street. Small preces of shattered
fuselage are falling all around me and the tail is falling straight down. The airplane is

" veering hard left, with its nose down, at a 30 — 45 degree angle.
~7. At no time did I ever see any flames coming from the airplane. -
8

. 1 observed the airplane for approximately 10 seconds until it dove behrnd a large
building.
'9. The angle of the airplane was more than 45 degrees when I lost srght of it.
10. T did not see the impact — only heard the impact as I continued running towards the
- site.
o 11 The only fire I ever saw was aﬁer the airplane crashed to the ground. : e

I hope this information is helpful You can contact me at- after 3:00 p.m.

-any day or leave a message at any time if necessary
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’ Bethpage, New York,
telephone number: was interviewed regarding the
crash of American Airlines £light #587 on November 12, 2001.

: At approximately 9:00am on 11/12/01, was
working in the vicinity of the boardwalk and Beach 121st Street
in Far Rockaway, New York. He heard a loud banging noise and
looked up. He noticed an American Airlines plane flying low and
at an unusual angle. Shortly afterwards he saw the right engine
break away from the plane, a iece of the tail come off and a few
smaller pieces falling off. did not see any sign of
fire or explosion. Immediately afterwards the plane listed
severely to the left. Approximately five seconds later the plane -
disappeared behind an apartment building.

Investigation on 11/13/01 at i (celephonically)

2

File# 149A-NY-280669 sub 302 f@ﬁ Date dictated- - 11/13/01 =~

by SA Janet L. Engel
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Daté of transcription 11/17/01

dgate of virth NN, - NG

Rockaway, New York, telephone‘number_ was
interviewed at her residence. After being advised of the identity
of the interviewing agent and the nature of the interview, she
provided the following information: ' ‘

. _stated that at 9:17 am on Monday November
12, 2001, she was driving westbound on Newport Avenue at 126th
. Street, when she heard the loud sound of an engine. She then

looked . up and saw an airplane in a nose dive with AA on the body
of the plane. The airplane then crashed into the ground. .

Investigation on 11/16/01 at Rockaway, New York

Fie# 149A-NY-280669 | Dte dictated

by SA Robert B. Booth

This document contains neitier recommendations ner conclusions of the FBL It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; zf
it and its contents are not to be distributed outside your agency. Q'/
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Date of transeripdon  171/24/01

DOB: H 224 Beach 138th Street,
Belle Harbor, New York was advised of the identities of the

interviewing agents and the purpose of the interview

advised that she heard a pop similar to the
sonic boom of the SST and saw something like a box fall from
American Airlines flight 587 before 1051ng sight of it bethd the

trees.
Investigation on 11/12/01 'n Rockaway, New York
Fio# 149A-NY-280669 . . Dasdiomed  11/14/01

John F., Magri
by Steven-MA;Troyd

-
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National Tranéportétion_' Safety Board

Telephone Memorandum

Date: November 15, 2001 | o
Porson nterviowe |
- Present: Déb‘b‘ie Roland, Witnés_s Group

‘ Subjec_t: DCA02MA001, Witness Interview

A witness group member intervlew-r via telephone. During the conversation, he
stated: ' A - o '

. He was driving on Beach Channel Drive around 120" street toward the Marine Parkway Bridge,
with the water on his right side. He observed one jet engine drop from the sky, and then '
approximately 2 seconds later, the second engine dropped from the sky. Within a few seconds,

he observed a huge fireball erupt.“ldsion, he got out of his car and there was light
“aluminum "shrags” of debris fallin did not observe the fuselage of the airplane.
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Nationat Tra‘nsvportation{Safety'Board

-

Telephone Memorandum

" Date: March 6, 2002

Person Interviewed—

Present: Luke'Sch.i‘ada, Witness Group

Subject: DCAO2MAO01, Witness Interview

-r witnessed the subject acmdent and was rntervrewed by a Witness Group member via
telephone During the conversat|on he stated :

He was standrng in his driveway, facing toward Beach 130" street when he observed the
- accident airplane flying “really low, with one of the motors smoking.” The airplane nosed over,
~“almost perpendicular to the ground” and then disappeared behind houses.

- stated the smoke was white in color emanatlng from the airplane’s left engrne and he
~did not observe any flames. Except for the left engine, the remainder of the airplane looked
~normal. He did not observe any explosions or anything separate from the airplane; however, he
was not certain if any portions of the arrplane had already separated prior to when he observed
it

»

estimated ne observed the airplane for about 10 to 15 seconds. Additionally, he
stated he did not recall hearing any sounds prior to the impact,
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December 3, 2001

‘Luke Schiada
National Transportation Safety Board -
Northeast Regional Office '
. ~ 2001 Route 46, Suite 504
o : 'Parsippany, 'N;J. 07054

Dear Mr SChladd
I am writing in response to your letter dated November 21in regard to thea Ieged accrdent that

-occurred on November 12, 2001, involving American Axrlmes Flight 587 that crashed in Belle
Harbor, New York.

‘%

At momin both my wife anid { were at home when at approximately 9:15 AM we heard a loud
It as not an explosion, but more of a loud crack or popping sound. Immediately after hearing
¢ heard the sound of jet engines become increasingly loud to the point that as it passed
Olise, the entire house started to shake. We at first thought that it might be the Concorde
the noise was much different than we had ever heard before. It was at that point that |
Vichair and looked out the window facing west in our living room.

et : . . . . ] .
'the. plane banking to the left after it had passed over our house and then saw what I believe to
left engine and the engine mount fall away from the plane There appeared to. be flames
from that part of the plane.

At'that point, the plane started to go down at a severe angle (almost perpendicular to the ground) and
I saw it impact approximately 6 blocks from my home There was a huge expl osmn and cloud of -
black smoke followed by a deep orange ball of flame.-

: From my ﬁrst view of the plane untrl impact, I’ estxmatc at least 15— 20 seconds elapsed.

Please fee] free to contact me at any time if I can be of further assistance, My,daytxme. number is
and my evening number is

v Siﬁcerely,
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o B Date of transcrlpuon 1 1 / 1 4 / 2 O O 1

413 Beach 125th Street,: Upstalrs
Aiarztm_ent, Belle ‘Harbor, New. York 11694,,telephone number

‘;'belng advxsed of the 1dent1ty of. ‘the. 1nterv1ew1ng agent. and the
" ‘nature of the. 1nterv1ew,__prov1ded the follow1ng SR
'__'1nformatlon-“ SRR ..fr~:ﬁ;-n : , .

N B 'qwas in hlS llv;Lng room on the mornlng of : .
__November 12, 20 watchlng teleVlsmn._“ At approxrmately 95 lSam, o
o ‘he heard a very" loud:noise -and his. house: began to shake.  The. "~
‘noise . ‘sounded. like - an alrplane was very. loud- and 1n1t1ally
_ assumed that it was the Concorde/SST flying over his |
“‘house. _ stated that alrplanes normally fly directly over
‘Belle Harbor to-.and. from "JFK Alirport- and that the Concorde. had’

7 was 1nterv1ewed in front of ‘his: resmdence.. After

“just resumed flylng into and -out of JFK Alrport last week after a -

long absence.:_ 3 sensed that somethlng was wrong and looked
... -out his ‘back window.: saw a commercial airplane that. was
sl 'flylng much too low over a res:Ldent;Lal nelghborhood : T‘he plane o
o was flylng south towards the ocean T T R

R e _ stated that the plane was’ flylng at
approxmately a 30 degree ‘angle towards the ground’ w1th the nose-
.7 of the'plane, pomntlng downi.. _saw a ‘piece of the alrcraft
- fall off the plane whlle ite ‘was still alrborne “He 1is- not sure
::}-__whether 1t was an engine . or a. ptece. ‘of the’ wing falllng off the.
. aircraft. He stated that he .saw flames coming from the alrcraft :
" 'while'it was still.in the air. B :er felt a shake and
~heard an explosmn as the aircraft crashed. lnto the: ground.
then saw a plume of black smoke: and a.ball of flames a
 “erupt several blocks from his residence. - I later-learned
_:that the downed alrplane was Amer:.can Alrllnes Fllght Number 587.

R ' found small pleces of the alrcraft in. hls " ,

. _J‘:backyard ‘He notlfled an NYPD Sergeant and’ brought the pileces to
~.-the front lawn of the- ‘house. across the street from his residence.
“The- NYPD roped - Gff the area around. this house. and a551gned an ;

” .’._'offlcer to guard the plane parts in, thls area. EIERRN e

-

O estgaionon 11/12/2001 "az Belle Harbor, New York

ffrue# 149A NY 280669 SUB 302 L Datedlctated 11/14/2001 B

SA Conor M OSulllvan cmo

o Thls document contams nermer recommendanons nor conclusxons of the FBI It is the property ov’ the FBI ‘and is loaned to your agency; -
“'n and its comencs are not to be drsmbuted outside your agency. = ST T, : g
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e ;}-'ﬁPerson Interwewed _
| Subject DCAOZMA001 Wltness Intervnew

. she stated

~ National Transportation Safety Board

Telaphane Hemorandum

"’”Date November14 2001

“‘Present John Darbo Wltness Group

A Wltness group member lnterwewed_via'telephone. 4During‘ the coniversatldn,

“ She was standlng in her kltchen when she heard an alrplane but the "sound was dlfferent Ioud
‘and close” Her 9 year old son saw |t first, screamed and she went outSlde to lnvestlgate

She saw the alrplane “teeterlng from 5|de to srde wnth smoke comlng out of lt ” She stated she :

- observed black smoke was coming from the “right of center”, at the rear of the airplane. it was

IR contlnued downward Then she saw the right englne departlng the alrplane £

, already on fire and appeared to be breaklng up, The vertical tail was missing..The airplane was -
traveling diagonal to her position and she could see red and blue writing as the alrplane )

s When the alrplane was out of her line of vision, she heard a crash and felt Vlbratlon in the
o house She stated she felt heat and saw smoke The alrplane was in her 5|ght about 5 seconds.
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 FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION =~ .
S T L T 11/13/01

S Date oftranscnpnon o

' 457 Beach 124th St., Rockaway Beach
Queens, New York (Telephone # NEENGEGEGG Date of Birth,
M, SSAN: was advised of the 1dent1ty of the '
interviewing 1nvest1gators and the nature of. the 1nqu1ry She
adv;sed as follows - ,

P s on the mornlng of November 12, 2001 she was playlng

'~ ball in the backyard with her son hen she heard a loud
‘grumbling noise’ overhead ‘which sounded more.like a flghter jet
“than the normal passenger jets. that fly from JFK airport. As she
"looked ‘in the sky she saw an Americans Airlines- jet teetering

. form side to .side. From her view she. could see the left side of.
‘the plane. The plane was coming down at about 'a 45 degree ‘angle.
with flames coming from the OppOSlte side (right side). She saw

" what. appeared to be an englne on fire fall from:the right side of"

the plane along with other smaller objects. “stated that
the plane c*rashed approx1mately six blocks from ouse. . -

ST _z stated that earller in the day FBI agents[ -
‘were at her nouse to retrieve a one foot sectlon of the plane_ L

- whlch fell in her yard

11/12/01‘_ C Rockaway Beach Queens

,l'we\“id-)-l@An S NY¥-280669 -SUB 362 - 1 Vo ', _ - 211/13 /ﬂ"l
S SA Richard J. Schlec%j s e ,.‘ o
Flle ' : Date mctatsd

} s~ aad ovs EY
S CRTENAE S s e L AT \J.&.VV“LL&LJ— = =g o=

. ;[.)y :

CThic Ancnmant rimtaing naither rapammendatiane nar ranninciane af tha FRE Tt is the nranerty Af the FRE and ic Inanad to vnnragenev: = / / 9/
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v FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

‘Davte' of transaﬁpﬁbn L ]_ 1 /14 / Ol ‘

G - 457 Beach 124th street, Belle H‘arbor,
_ New York,_ was advised of the identity: of the.
. 1nterv1ew1ng agent and the purpose of, the J.nterv1ew

adv1sed that she was: ln her back yard when-
-she heard the loud roar of the jet engines. saw debris
,'falllng from the sky and the plane headed straight for the.
‘ground. qsaw a huge fire ball upon impact. -
- ... found a piece O he plane in her backyard.
. over the plece to a New York Clty pollceman

‘ ‘Investxganonon ' 11/12/01 o '- Queené, New York e

“Fie# 149A Y- 280669 sub- 302 *l@i  Dus et 11714701

,by“’ SA Sean C. McMullen

This d()cumem comams neither recommendanons nor conclusxons of lhe FBI It 1s the property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency : Lf L—[[ q,
it and its contents are not to be dlsmbutcd outsxde your agency o : 3 : - ‘
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" FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION'

‘ 'Datc'of‘trﬁhécription , 1 1Y 1 3 /01"

: ’ ) re51d1ng at 867 Merlllon Ave,,Westbury,.“

erew York 11590, owner FERRARA Corp, work. telephone number. F!HH

. @owmmpi i, cell nurber [N vas interviewed at a .
FERRARA CORP worksite located at 414 Beach 139th St, Belle

o Harbor, NY ‘and being adv1sed of the identities of the .. o

'frlnterVLeWLng Agents ‘and the purpose ‘of the lntervrew Wthh was to

~obtain information regardlng observations of the plane crash on e

oy November 12, 2001, prov1ded the follow1ng 1nformatlon :

_ adv1sed that at approx1mately between 9 OO A M. ‘
_and 9: 30 A.M. he was standing om 414 Beach 139th St in -front of '
the _w,or’ksite. had just finished speaking a

H*:subcontractor naned telephone numbers:
en heard an’ exp1051on which

. and ' L e
: _j-'souancor "Jet breaking the sound barrier. _
.. observed a commercial aircraft flying low, approx1mately under :
1000 feet,-and flying 1n close overhead: v1c1n1ty, approx1mately
L two to three blocks awa yelled for his workers to get
~out of the work site. observed that the aircraft turned
towards the ocean then spun one- to two - complete 360" degree - '
circles. '_observed smoke coming from the aircraft and
then ‘the aircrart went into a nose dive and crashed.
estimates. that the entire’ observatlon lasted five seconds.
did. not recall observing anythlng falllng from the'¢ T
achraft or hlttlng the alrcraft ‘ : o - ’

E lnv"estig':nion‘oh V 11/12/01 S vnE' Queehs, NY - -

" File# 149A-NY- 280669 "’ e T Lo L ‘l_‘):uvc dictated N/A
. 8SA Paul Harrisow\ o et T e e
by . SA PaulZ§ﬁ7Tambr1no/PST pst

This document comams nenther recommend ations nor (.onclusmns of the FBI Itis the propenv or the FBI md is loaned 10 your. dgency : qz
cit and m contems are not 10 be dmnhu(ed outside” your agcncy ; . [ L L . C
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B FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

11/13/2001

Date of transcnpnon

' : m DOB _ home. address 415 Beach
136th Street Belle Harpor, New York, home ‘telephone number _
_ was interviewed regardlng his recollection of events
“surrounding. the crash of American Airlines Flight' #5867, which
crashed on November 12, 12001. was advised of the
identity of the lnterv1ew1ng agent and the purpose of the -
1nterv1ew : : ~ S i

win Agent had prevmously spoken to
» spouse . of "who indicated
had o served the airline in prlor to 1mpact
contact was ‘made for :Lnterv1ew purposes ‘

[Interv1

v_‘,I’e'lephon:,c”-' |

. ' noted that lt was about 9 15 AM and he had justv
returned to his residence on 136th’ Street after runnlng an errand
on 129th Street,’ all .in the town of .Belle Harbor. ~His kids were:

" home from school due to the Veteran's Day. holiday and were in his

“house with his wife ‘when [N cxited his house, | )
intending to depart IOT work . eard a loud “boom! noise,
.and-his house. shook from the noise. As he looked out -over the
-_houses across the street: from him (now facing east) ‘the airplane
‘was-moving: from his left ‘(Jamaica Bay’ area) to right- (towards the

‘YAtlantJ.c Ocean) . He saw flames coming from the alrplane, but no

~ smoke. _stated he saw no other planes in the area at the.
time of the crash. stated he. saw nothlng come up to or

.=tr1ke the alrcraft from ‘the. ground

: “stated the alrcraft made no further no:Lse after :
the boom' an M reamed to-his wife to come and see the:
‘alrplane “The airplane passed out: of S1ght behind "the. bulldlng
across the street and he. saw the smoke and feltthe plane crash.
"He heard people- soreamlng and chaos on the street as he rushed Lo
the crash sight at 132nd Streetl. stated several houses .
and telephone poles were on fire and he tried to help others get
‘out of the area. then returned to hls res1dence, and

-'went to his ]Ob in Broo yn, NY.

: _Interv:Lew notes are 1nc1uded :Ln 18 envelope

11/1?/2001 . . i Belle Harbor New York o f‘. (telephOn_ioallu)' y

:’“V““‘“fﬁi‘Q}&”NYwé@—Subéoz——‘“ ‘

F SO L Daedicwted -
'MSﬁ}ﬁ}ﬁ:SMINQR EDSS/‘Y '/*f*m%h\\v PR "

- Thic dacnmant comrainé neither rarnmmendatiané nar rancligione Af the FRT It ic tha nranartu nf the FRI and i¢ lnanad tn vAlr agency? . a 3
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~ National Transportation Safety Board

Tolephone Memorandurm

_.Date November14 2001

-Person lntervrewed_f o

4-'.Present Luke Schrada Wrtness Group o

",?Sumect DCAozr\nAom Wrtness Intervrew

“'A wrtness group member rntervrewed _ Durrng the conversatron she stated

i She was in her apartment havrng breakfast looklng outthe terrace wrndow Wthh faced to the
L west She: notrced a plane in the distance, which'was pomted ‘straight down.” She did not see
- any. fire or smoke coming from the airplane; however, as it descended she'saw-an explosion

PR ~and fire coming from the middie of the airplane.. The alrplane then drsappeared from her f\eld of
o view behrnd a burldlng and a second exp\osron fo\lowed » v

. :V::_Nas not certatn how long she observed the alrptane o
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 OMPLAINT Fouow-uﬁwommqm R PR e TG ol Ths Ressl
Pomomssconosnmmwnonu R e 00 3325_ L 11/14/01

: DETA(LS

7 - -___'___r__, -
o Wicne sistated that fe was home with,
M her family. when’ she heard a plane. fly.:
o lowvand it was -yibrating badly. As Ks st

" ooked-out. the back‘door ‘back.N/E ‘she
1 coming ot ofthe: ",

0. the: side wxndow whicl -,

;'She stated thét 1t may: have: passed. ant
even tried ‘to eircle: arsund befo:efl it
' n
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5 ~ November 30 2001
CNTSB o R ,
°2001 rte. 46, suite 504

RE: An Flignt 567 crash

7,Luke Schlada, wﬂ

boIn response to ‘our conversatlon earller thlS week,- am
enclos1ng the information I- prev1ously submltted to. Norm ~

. Miller on. the NTSB . Wltness Committee and Paul Harrls of the

’_FBI, along w1th my wrltten statement to you. T f_

Approx1mately 93 15 a.m.: I was - travelllng east bound on‘the

" Belt ‘Parkway in Brooklyn on my way to work. I had just

passed the Knapp Street exit and I saw: Fllght 587 departing

- from JFK in the upper left side of my. windsheild. I looked

. away for a Spllt second and looked back: again because I
thought I saw-an" object come in contact with the underside of

- the plane behind the right wing. I have been very skittish of

ar:‘second time just to re-assure myself I was probably "just
" seeing thlngs",- ‘Looking . back what ‘I probably saw was the:’

~planes ‘since. the September 1lth terrorist attacks and I .
~thought my" eyes- were playing: ‘tricks on me and I thought to
nyself "Stop scaring yourself'“ So as I looked back the

b”, landlng gear belng retracted 1nto the plane.v

- Anyway,'lt was when I looked ‘back" the second tlme was -
*-when 1 saw the explosion. There was a huge orange (orange-

“'-fred) fireball that was located where the front of the right =

wing where it meets the body of the plane. I can’t say for

i,jsure if the exp1051on orlglnated from the 51de of the plane.
. or from the underside of the: plane since it happened S0

: qulckly At that moment, it felt as if time. just stopped or
~ went into very slow motlon. ‘In shock, I 'watched the flreball
. turn into a ball of gray-black smoke from the: edges of the
fireball in towards. thg,center of the fireball. I’m still
driving my car as this unfolds and I see what I thought was

- the outer halprf the right wing falling stralght down
“towards Earth./First, I thought the. plane was. g01ng into a
roll -to the right, but the left wing never came up and I =

- realized that part had seperated from:the plane. I just -
: assumed 1t wasg the rlght w1ng I saw fall away, but I could
: oy : - 'next page

o 97




"“not be ‘sure 1t was the w1ng because all I could see Was the

ks blllow1ng smoke. To my amazement the. plane continued to fly
south (towards the ocean) still flylng straight and level and

then it seemed to turn into the southeast where T guessed it

°~,would 9o down elther in Jamalca ‘Bay or ln Rockaway, Queens.

The entlre eplsode took about 25 30 seconds‘ I only

Ioﬁlooked away (. 'as I saw what I thought ‘was the wing) for a.
‘'split second to see the three cars in front dr1v1ng

. erratlcally in front of me, as they were probably seelng thls
unfold as well. Instead of watching the piece of the plane :
'falllng to the ground I just watched as I screamed and cried -
knowing that plane was going to crash. I never actually saw-
. the plane. g01ng down as- 1t was Stlll level as I lost Slqht of
' ‘lt over the hor1210n. , : S , SEOH

What I can say 1s that plane was completely 1ntact prlor"

- to the explOSIOn

o *I was able to flnd out after speaklng to mthat‘ .
.- both" wings were found at the crash sight, W saw
. falling to the ground was probably the tail (now -turned - .
. upside down) which I thought was, the outer—half of the rlght

\t>>w1ng

”:,Call me 1f I can be of any further ass1stance.’hu

PS
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

: -:bate of‘mns'c'r‘ip:ion 1 1 b 5 / 2 O O 1‘

On"”ll/IS/ZOOl' _ date of blrtb_ -
land, New Yor 10314, telephone numper - :

Staten 1s
o _ “was. lnterVLewed ‘at - her place of employment,'
- FILLMORE REAL- ESTATE 2926 Avenue J, Brooklyn, New York. llZlO

telephone’ number _ After being: advrsed of ‘the-

identities he interviewing Agents and the’ purpose of the
'.lnte:VieW¢’ » prov1ded the follow1ng 1nformatlon FREEE

L was on. her way to work on the mornlng of - -
'_11/12/2001 at. approx1mately 9:15 a.m, She was. driving eastbound'
on the Belt Parkway, just. past the Knapp Street ‘exit; when she
observed, through her front w1ndsh1eld, American Airlines: Fllght‘ .
§87 'in the sky. -She was traveling in the middle" lane at : '
"-approx1mately 55 miles per hour. ‘The plane was. cllmblng into the
‘sky. when 1n1t1ally observed 1t : :

L : belleved that she flrst saw an object hlt
‘_.'behlnd the wWing. area on. the underside of the- plane "~ The object_
’ looked llke a helicopter without a rotor. (After- reflectlng on '
it for a day,.qthlnks it could: have been the landing gear
" .that she saw.) Immediately after, _saw an ‘explosion just
“in front of the right wing on the plane - She next saw a big bald
of flame cover the plane in the area of the explosion. At that
S pornt, she" observed something fall from the plane It may have .
~.been the rlght wlng pbut she could not be sure. She saw . the plane -
continue flying. level before it dlsappeared out of her ‘sight due=
to her continuing to drive. She did not_sto her car at all"
" while -she observed the plane. In-all, iestlmated she
;vobserved the plane in the sky for about 25 seconds

R , drew a- dlagram of her observatlons '4Tne"
jdlagram is enclosed 1n a 1a Envelope. ‘ ' : g

——

MM p\/ gOéé‘) 30 9
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. Rier 143A-NY- 280669 302 o T Dwdmed .l:-ﬂ]s,’zeer'
S SA Paul N, Harrispwt ﬁp/”l;) : o T R
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' G B w 7

‘ b, This do\l ( co cam nclthcr recommcndauons nor’ conclusxons of thc FBI It is the propcny of mc FBI and is loaned 10 youragcncy o
e and its coments are.notto. be dxsmbutod ouzsxdc your agency . ; . . o e Lo
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* FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

“m@oﬁammamh' 11/14/01

v : _ Pollce Offlcer, Badge 2757, Nassau
tCounty Police Department, Marine. Bureau was interviewed at the

: “New York Pollce Departmenw)Hangar, Floyad Bennett Field,
Brooklyn, ‘New York 11234 was advised as to the =~ . =
~ identity of the 1nterv1ew1ng agent and the nature of the 1nqu1ry

ﬂwhereln he furnlshed the follow1ng 1nformatlon

Ay i —3 advxsed hls base is located at *

EENE Wockaway, New York, telephone number P

S d advised he was on board Nassau Sait
S W M Police Officerd™ ,

" an was piloting the boat in the

~East Rockaway inlet, headed west. - As. they approached the head

" buoy he observed a- plane maklng a sharp turn.' ‘The time was

mtely 9:15 ‘am, -The sky- conditions were extremely clear
saw: llght whlch he qulckly reallzed was flre comlng

o from the plane. T v
: _ sald ne watcned the plane for a_

'1f1fteen seconds ‘and then sald,f“They did it agaln

said he was referrlng to his 1mmedlate thought“ orlst

was’ responSLble for. an explosion on the plane

'-descrlbed the fire . as being present at the pmlng
‘locatlon 'saw the plane descend. estmated

it was another twenty to thirty seconds after he made his

' s statement t“ane ‘impacted the- ground and he saw the
- explosmon advrsed he. dld not observe the plane break
_nup prlor to ltS 1mpact o _ e R R

s LR e RS After observ1ng the explos:Lon on land,m drove -
: the bankaway Inlet, east of" the Marine Parkway-
.. Bridge advised he and the other offlcers on board

’_v'i-b.observed alrcraft debrls floatlng in’ the water

'Invesubanon oni ' 11/12/‘0‘1 e Brddklvyn, New York e

Vv;Fm# 149A-NY- 280669~ 302 o besees 11/18/01
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